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CONSTITUTION 



OF THB 



PRISON DISCIPLINE SOCBBTT. 



Articcb 1. This Sociefy shall be called the Prison Disciplinx Socixtt. 

Art. 2. It shall be the object of this Society to promote the improyement q£ 
Public Prisons. 

Art. 3. It shall be the duty of this Society to take measures for effecting the 
formation of one or mora Prison Discipline Societies in each of the United States, 
and to cooperate with all such Societies in accomplishing the object specified In 
the second article of this Constitution. 

Art. 4. Any Society, haying the same object in yiew, which shall become 
auxiliary to this, and shall contribute to its funds, shall thereby secure for the 
Prisons, in the State where such Society b located, special attention from this 
Society. 

Art. 5. Each subscriber of two dollars, annually, shall be a Member. 

Art. 6. Each subscriber of thirty dollars, at one time, shall be a Member 
for Life. 

Art. 7. The officers of this Soeiety shall be a President, as many Vice- 
Presidents as shall be deemed expedient, a Treasurer, and a Secretary, to be 
chosen annually, and a Board of Managers, whose duty it shall be to conduct 
the buainess of the Society. This Board shall consist of six clergymen and six 
laymen, of whom six shall reside in the city of Boston, and fiye uiall constitute 
a quorum. 

The Managers shall call special meetings of the Society, and fill such yacan* 
dM as may occur by death or otherwise in their own Board. 

Art. 8. The President, Vice-Presidents, Treasureri and Secretary, shall 
be, e;c officio, Members of the Board of Managers. 

Art. 9. The annual meetings of this Society shall be held in Boston, on 
the week of the General Election, when, besides choosing the officers as speci- 
fied in the seyenth article, the accounts of the Treasurer i£all be presented, and 
the proceedings of the foregoing year reported. 

Art. 10. The Managers shall meet at such time and place, in the city of 
Boston, as they shall appoint. 

Art. 11. At the meetings of the Society, and of the Managers, the Presi- 
dent, or, in his absence, the Vice-President first on the list then present, and, 
in the absence of the President and of all the Vice-Presidents, such Member as 
shall be appointed for that purpose, shall preside. 

Art. 12. The Secretary, in concurrence with two of the Managers, or, in 
the absence of the Secretary, any three of the Managers, may call special meet- 
ings of the Board. 

Art. 13. TIm minutes of every meeting shall be signed by the Chairman or 
Soeretary. 

^ Art. 14. No alteration shall be made in this Constitution except by the So- 
eiety, at an annual meeting, on the recommendation of the Board of Managers 



ANNUAL MEETING. 



1851. 



The Twenty-Sixth Annual Meeting of the Prison Discipline Society 
was held in Park Street Vestry, on Monday, May 26, at 12 o'clock, M. 

The President, Hon. Samuel A. Eliot, took the chair, and called 
on the Rev. William Jenks to open the meeting, with reading the 
Scriptures and prayer. 

In accordance with this request, the Rev. Dr. Jenes read the first 
three verses of the 41st Psalm. 

" 1. Blessed is he that considereth the poor : the Loed will deliver 
him in time of trouble. 

" 2. The Lord will preserve him, and keep him alive ; and he shall 
be blessed upon the earth : and thou wilt not deliver him unto the will 
of his enemies. 

" 3. The Lord will strengthen him upon the bed of languishing : 
thou wilt make all his bed in his sickness." 

Having read this portion of Scripture, Dr. Jenes offered prayer. 

The records of the corresponding meeting of the last year were 
then read by the Secretary ; also, the records of the last meeting of 
the Board of Managers. 

The first item of business, after reading the records, was the elec- 
tion of officers. 

For this purpose, a committee of two, viz., Hon. HenrtB. Rogers 
and Dr. Wm. R. Lawrence, was appointed to distribute, collect, and 
count the votes. 

The votes being counted, it was found that the officers of the pre- 
ceding year were elected, with the addition to the Board of Managers 
of Richard Girdler. {See list of officers ^ at the close of the Report,) 

The second item of business was the presentation of the Treasurer's 
Report, by Mr. Jabez C. Howe, the Auditor, which was read by the 
President, together with the certificate of the Auditor, Mr. Howe ; 
which report, as thus read, was accepted, and referred to the commit- 
tee on the Report of the Board of Managers, to be printed. 

The third item of business was the presentation of the Report of 
the Boatrd of Managers. This was done by the Secretary, and an 
abstract of the same was read. The report, an abstract of which 
was read, was referred, to be printed, with such additions and mod- 
ifications as they should see fit, to the committee which was appointed 
to prepare it. 

The fourth item of business was the consideration and decision of 
the question, whether there should be a Public Annual Meeting, and 
the question was decided, in accordance with the opinion and wishes 
of the Board of Managers, in the negative. 

After prayer by the Rev. Albert Hopkins, of Williams College^ 
the Society adjourned. 



AOTnTAL EEPOHT. 
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The Managers of the Prison Discipline Society, with grate- 
ful acknowledgment of the divine goodness, present their 
Twenty- Sixth Annual Report. 

In this acknowledein^at of the divine goodness, we 
notice with gratitude, in looking over the list of two hundred 
and fifty-eight of the Officers, Life Directors, and Life Mem- 
bers of the Society, but a single new name, against which 
we must place an asterisk. 

It is the name of Sxrah Waldo. She had remained on 
earth more than fourscore years. She wrote her own name 
with a steady hand, and her usual liberal annual subscription 
to the Society, a few motiths since ; she had made her last 
will end testament, leaving' liberal bequests to, mstny impor- 
tant objects of benevolence ; she had outlived her only brother, 
and two of her three sisters, and departed from earth a few 
weeks since. 

We have lost a most steadfast and liberal friend, whose 
age had not prevented her from giving her cotrritenance and 
support, annually, to this Society. She seemed unwearied 
in well doing ; never reluctant to be called upon for charita- 
ble aid ; and not to think of herself otherwise than as a ser- 
vant of her Lord. How many hearts 'have her benevolence, 
constancy, long life, and charity, filled with gratitude and joy, 
thanksgiving, praise, and prayer ! How many of the servants 
of God will meet her in heaven, as > a great friend and bene- 
factor, who devoted herself, as long as she lived, to the service 
of her Savior ! 

It was beautiful to see her, when more than fourscore 
years, firm as a rock, bright as the young, and as good as she 
could be, so far as the human eye could see : and, at the same 
time, as humble and contrite as if she had never performed a 
good action — casting herself, wholly and gratefully, on the 
salvation and grace which are in Jesus Christ 

Not included in the list above named, among the other 
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friends and annual subscribers, numbering about two hundred 
and fifty, there have been three deaths, viz. : Samuel Salis- 
bury, George Trott, and Robert Appleton. Last year we 
had eleven aeaths; this year we have had, to our knowledge, 
but four deaths. We have reason, therefore, for gratitude to 
God for his preserving mercy. 

With this notice of departed friends, we proceed to the 
following 
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PART I. 



VALUABLE DOCUMENTS. 

It may be safely said that the documents are increasing 
and improving touching the interests of Prison Discipline. 

We give a list, showing the author, title, size, and 
place of publication. Among them we notice the Second 
Report of the Albany Penitentiary, by Amos Pilsbury, as 
worthy of very especial attention ; because it shows most 
favorable results in regard to the nearly self-supporting power 
of a class of prisoners, on short sentences, who have been, here- 
tofore, a very heavy burden of expense to the public, through- 
out the United States. Mr. Pilsbury shows, in this report, how 
this class of prisoners, between State Prison and Penitentiary 
subjects and Juvenile delinquents, — such as drunkards, and 
vagabonds, and harlots, — can be arrested and confined only a 
short time, and made very nearly to support themselves. This 
problem in political economy has probably never before been 
so well solved and illustrated. Mr. Pilsbury has done more, 
and is likely to do more, than any man living to make this 
class of prisoners support themselves by their own productive 
industry. If such persons, on short sentences, can be made 
to do this, it will be great gain. They did almost do it, in 
the Albany Penitentiary, last year, falling short less than 
five hundred dollars of defraying expenses amounting to more 
than ten thousand dollars. The Second Report of the Al- 
bany Penitentiary is a most valuable document, illustrating 
this difficult problem. 

The number committed to the Albany Penitentiary was 
498 ; the whole number committed to eleven other Peni- 
tentiaries was 1226 ; showing more than one thiVd as many 
committed to the Albany Penitentiary, as to the eleven 
others, including Charlestown, Sing Sing, Auburn, and 
Philadelphia. That such a vast number of this class of 
subjects, committed for a short time, should be so managed 
as to prodace such results from their own labor, is a marvel. 

The number of prisoners, at the commencement of 

the year, was - 177 

The number received during the year was - - - - 498 

The number discharged by expiration of sentence was 528 

The number confined at the close of the year was - 147 

UU 
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Showing that the average sentence was less than four 
months ; because more than three times as many were dis- 
charged during the year as the average number. Con- 
sidering the shortness of the sentence, the number committed 
and discharged, and the amount of earnings, compared with 
the expense, the results were most surprising: they were 
very good, and are as follows : — 

Omitting the cents, the entire expenditure of the 

Albany Penitentiary, last year, was - - - - 010,261 

The total amount of income, from productive labor, 

was 9,810 

Leaving a balance of expense against the Prison ■ 

of only $461 

Another very valuable document is the Special Report of 
the Warden of the Ohio Penitentiary ; showing, after consid- 
erable experience, reading, and travel, the defects of that 
Prison, and what is necessary, in the opinion of Mr. Dewey, 
the warden, to improve it, and place it on a level with the 
best Penitentiaries in the country. 

Still another most valuable document i^ a Report of the 
Committee on Charitable Institutions, in tne Legislature of 
Massachusetts, especially recommending the erection, in the 
State of Massachusetts, of a second Hospital for the Insane 
Poor. 

There are several other documents, which might be speci- 
fied, of special interest; the notice of them, more particu- 
larly, in title, size, and form, is as follows : — 



DOCUMENTS ON STATE PBISONS AND PENITENTIARIES. 

Vermont. — Annual Report of the Directors and Superin- 
tendent of the Vermont State Prison, for the Year ending 
Sept. 1,1850. 12mo. pp.12. 

Massach%bsetts. — Documents relative to the State Prison, 
at Chariestown, Massachusetts; Sept 30, 1850. 8vo. pp. 38. 
. Rhode Island. — Annual Reports of the Rhode Island State 
Prison, made to the General Assembly, Oct. Session, 1850. 
8vo. pp. 25 — from Inspectors, Warden, and Physician. 

New York. — Albany (.N Y.) Penitentiary. Rules, Regula- 
tions, and By-Laws for the Government and Discipline of 
ihe Albany County Penitentiary. 1849. 8vo. pp. 18. 

Second Annual Report of the Inspectors of the Albany 
CJounty Penitentiary, Dec. 30, 1850. 

Annual Report of the Inspectors of State Prison of the 
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State of New York, made to the Legislature, Jan. 13, 1851. 
8vo. pp. 32a 

New Jersey. — New Jersey State Prison Report, Jan. 1851. 
8vo. pp. 46. 

Pennsylvania. — Third Annaal Report of the Inspectors of 
the Philadelphia County Prison, made to the Legislature, 
Feb. 1850. 8vo. pp. 56. 

Twenty-Second Annual Report of the Inspectors of the 
Eastern Penitentiary of Pennsylvania, made to the Senate 
and House of Representatives, March, 1851. 8vo. pp. 32. 

District of Columbia, — Annual Report of the Inspectors 
of the Penitentiary in the District of Columbia, made to the 
President of the United States, March 3, 1850. 8vo. pp. 20. 

Virginia. — Annual Report of the Board of Directors, 
Richmond, Va., of the Penitentiary Institution, 1850. 8vo. 
pp. 33. 

Ohio. — Special Report of the Warden of the Ohio Pris- 
on, on Prisons and Prison Discipline, to the Forty-Ninth 
Greneral Assembly of the State of Ohio. 8vo. pp. 46. 

Michigan. — Annual Report of the Inspectors of the State 
Prison of the State of Michigan, to the Secretary of State 
for the Year ending Nov. 30, 1850. 12mo. pp. 54. 

Minnesota. — Message of Governor of Minnesota to the 
Legislature, concerning a New Penitentiary. Delivered Jan. 
7, 1851. 8vo. pp. 15. See pp. 12 and 13. 

COUNTY PRISONS. 

Maryland. — Report of the Visitors of the Jail of Balti- 
more City and County. 1850. 8vo. pp. 16. 

DOCUMENTS ON LUNATIC ASYLUMS. 

Vermont. — Fourteenth Annual Report of the Directors 
and Superintendent of the Vermont Asylum for the Insane, 
Sept. 8, 1850. 8vo. pp. 84. 

Massachusetts. — Senate Document No. 94, Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts. Report of Committee on Charitable In- 
stitutions, in Favor of building a second State Asylum, in 
Massachusetts, for the Insane, with a Bill. 8vo. pp. 19. See 
pp. 13, 14, 15, and 16. 

Report of the Board of Visitors of the Boston Lunatic 
Hospital, for 1850. 8vo. pp. 21. 

' Worcester Hospital. Fourteenth Annual Report of the 
Trustees of the State Lunatic Hospital, Dec. 1850. 8vor 
pp. 75. 
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Bhodet Island, — ^ Butler Hoapital . f^rf the Insane, presented 
at their Annual Meeting, Jan. 23, 1851. 8vo. pp,^ 21. 

Ne9V York. — State Lwnatio Hospital, Utica^ N. Y. Eighth 
Annual Report of the Managers, made to the Legislataref, 
Eeb. 27, 1851. 8vio. pp. 63; 

Pennsplvaniai-^ Asylum at^ I^rankford,' near. Philadelphia. 
Thirty-Second Annual Report, published by Directioa of the' 
Contributors, this Month, 1851. 8vo, pp. 3Q, 

Peniusylvania .Hospital ,for the losane, for the Year 1850, by 
Thomas S. Kirkbridge, M^D.^ Physician of the Institution*. 
Published iby Order of the Board of Mana^ersi 8vo. ppK 53« 

Virginia, — Tweaty-Third Annual {Report of the President* 
and Directors of the* Western Lunatic Asylum, Oct 1850. 
8vo. pp. 41. 

New Brunswick, — Provincial Lunatic Hospital, New 
Brunswick, for the Year 1850. Report of the Board of 
Commissioners and of the Supierintendent Printed by 
Henry C(iubb & Co., St John, N. B., 1851. 8vo. pp, 32. 



DOCUMENTS ON HOUSES OF REFUGE. 

Massachusetts. — The Boston Asylum and Farm School, 
for Indigent Bbys. Rfeport, Act of Incorporation, and By- 
Laws. 8vo. pp. 48. 

Documents relating to the State Rfefotm School at West- 
boro', Mass., Jan. 1851. 8vo. pp. 47. Also, Form of Circular 
used by Committee in. apprenticing Boys. 

Connecticut — Report of the Joint Select^ Com mitten on 
State Reform School, with a Bill in Form. Assembly, Doc, 
No. 13. New Haven, Conn. 

New York. — Annual Report of the Managers of the West- 
ern House of Refuge of the State of New York, made to the 
Legislature, on the 7th of* June,- 1851. Senate Document, 
No. 8. 8vo. pp. 8. 

Pennsylvania. — Twenty- Third Annual Report of the Bo^rd 
of Managers of the House of. Refuge in Philadelphia, with 
aU' Appendix^ including. theAuQual Reportof the Refng^, 
for Colored Children^ recently established. 8va, pp. 13. 

Ohio. — The Charter, Rules, and Regulations of i\^ Govir 
ernment of the House of Refuge, and By-Laws of the Bdarct 
of[:Directors, Cincinnati^ .Ohio. 8vt). pp. 20- 1850. 

Address delivered on the Occasion of opening theCiociin 
njsAi House of< Refuge, in the Chapel of the Institution,. Oct. 
9jJL850. By Alpfionso Taft, Esq,: Prioted by Order of tbq^ 
jDoard. 8vo. pp. 27. . ; .. j 
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DOCUMENTS ON VENTILATION. 

Extracts from Official Documents, Reports, and Papers, re- 
ferring to the Progress of Dr. Reid's Plan for Ventilation. 
London, 1846. Bvo. pp. 16. 

Boston City Documents, No. 46. Final Report of the 
Committee on the Ventilation of the School Houses of the 
City of Boston. Bvo. pp. 15. 

Sundry Notices from Boston Daily and other Papers, of 
Mr. Emerson's Ventilators. Bvo. pamphlet, pp. 6. 

Report of a Committee of the American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences on Ventilators and Chimney Tops, March, 184B. 
Committee, Professors Pierce, Lov^ring, and Horsford, and 
Dr. Morrill Wyman. Bvo. pp. 24. 1848. 

Communication to the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, relative to a late Report on the Subject of Ventila- 
tors, by Frederick Emerson, Bvo. pp. 13. 1848. 

Circumstances affecting Individual and Public Health ; a 
Lecture, by Dr. Charles E. Buckingham. Bvo. pp. 5 to 15, 
inclusive. 

Massachusetts Legislature. — House Document No. 17. Re- 
port of Committee on Public Buildings for Ventilating the 
Representatives' Hall, Bvo. pp. 5. April, 1849. 

Penmplvcmia. — Report on Warming and Ventilating the 
West Half of the Lunatic Asylum of Blockly Almshouse, 
Philadelphia. By Biskinbrice, Martin, and Trott. No. 16. 
1850. Bvo. pp. 4. 

Notice of some Experiments on Heating and Ventilating 
Hospitals, &c., by Steam and Hot Water. By W. S. Kirk- 
bridge, M; D. Philadelphia. Bvo. pp. 20. Feb. 1850. 

The Practical Methods of Ventilating Buildings, being the 
Annual Address, before the Massachusetts Medical Society, 
May 31, 1848, with an Appendix on Heating by Steam and 
Hot Water. By Luther N. Bell, M. D., Bvo. pp. 131. 

UU2 
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PART II. 



NEW BUILDINGS. 

Boston New Jail. 

Ckarlestown, Mass., State Prison Extension. 

Dedham, Norfolk Co., Mass., New Jail and House of CoT' 
rection. 

Northampton, Hampshire Co., Mass., New Jail and Home 
of Correction, 

Boston New Almshouse, on Deer Island, in Boston Harbor^ 

Cambridge, Mass., New Almshouse. 

Nev) Haven, Conn., Neio Almshouse. 

Buffalo, N Y., New Almshouse. 

Maine State Reform School, at Portland. 

RJiode Island State Reform School, at Providence. 

Connecticut State Reform School 

Neiv Jersey State Reform School, at Kingston, near Prince^ 
ton, 

Pennsylvania Second, or Western, State Reform School, or 
House of Refuge. 

Maryland State Reform School, or House of Refuge, in 
Baltimore. 

District of Columbia House of Refuge, in Washington City, 

Ohio Stable Reform School 

Concord, N. H, New Jail 

Providence, R. I., State Prison and Jail Extension. 

BlackweWs Island, N. Y., New Workhouse. 

In regard to the progress already made in these new build- 
ings, the following statement is submitted: — 

The Boston New Jail is nearly completed, and 1851 is 
spoken of as the time for its being first occupied. 

The extension of the State Prison at Charlestown, Mass., 
is nearly completed, (except the alteration of the east wing 
of the old Prison,) and the warden expresses the hope and 
expectation, that the entire extension will be ready for occu- 
pancy in 1851. 

The County Prison at Concord, N. H., for which a plan 
has been furnished, on the same general principles as the 
New County Prisons in Connecticut, it is expected will be 
finished during the present season. 

The New County Prison and House of Correction, for Nor- 
folk county, at Dedham, Mass., is finished, and occupied in 
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one* wu>g, and the oentral building and north and' east 
wings are in rapid progress, and it is expected. that it will be 
finished and ready for occupancy in 1851. 

The New County Prison and* House of Correction for 
Hampshire County, Mass., has been acted upon by the com^ 
missioners, and decided in favor of its erection ; a new locality^ 
has been purchased, and advertisements have be^n issued for 
erecting the building. > 

The extension of the State Prison at Providence, R. L, 
has been some time contemplated ; a pla<n of extension has 
been procured and approved, in its general' principles; a new 
beeper, from Connecticut, long tried and greatly approved^ 
has been appointed warden, who is accustomed to conduct- 
ing successfully a Prison constructed on the same general 
principles as the one proposed; and, although some delay 
has arisen, unexpectedly, in the progress of the new build- 
ing, stilL a reasonable expectation is indulged, that in the 
course of one year from the present, the Rhode Island State 
Prison will be placed on a level, both in buildings, discipline, 
and productive industry, with the best class of new Peni- 
tentiaries in Massachusetts and Connecticut. 

The New Workhouse, on BlackwelPs Island, city of New 
York, for a class of subjects between those who are sent to 
the Penitentiary and to the Almshouse, is being erected. 
Plans were advertised for, of a building to accommodate six 
hundred persons, with power of extension to accommodate 
fifteen hundred. Several plans were furnished: the plan 
from Boston* was accepted of as second and not first, a 
New York plan was accepted as first, and some progress had- 
been. made in laying the foundations of the latter. What the 
plan of building .is, precisely, or when to be finished^ we are 
not informedi 

. The House of Refuge, or State Reform School, for Maine, 
has had the attention of the commissioners, appointed laeti 
year* by the government of the state. Several plans have 
been presented, carefully examined, and compared 4 one of. 
them selected— simple, convenient, appropriate, and beauti^ 
ful-^for the accommodation of three hundred inmates^, sub- 
mitted to the governor and: council, and approved;, advert 
tisements have been issued for proposals to erect the buildings 
and' the proposals are to be opened on the 21st of- May. It 
iS' hoped that' cQEtsiderable progress will be made in the. 
building during the present season. 

The House of Refuge in Connecticut having failed to be 
acted upon, successfully, in the legislature of 1850, by the 
want of a single vote in one branch, the subject will be 
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resumed, at the session of 1851, and the most confident 
expectations are entertained of success in obtaining a charter 
and an appropriation. 

The House of Befuge in New Jersey is being built, at 
Kingston, three miles from the Seminaries, in Princeton ; the 
foundations are laid, and the commissioners are proceeding 
to expend the amount of the first grant made by the legis- 
lature for the purpose. 

The House of Refuge in Baltimore is also being built, 
about two and a half miles from the city, on a beautiful 
elevation, several hundred feet above the Chesapeake Bay, 
which might be truly called the Walnut, Chestnut, Cedar, and 
Laurel Hill. 

A House of Refuge in Washington, D. C, is contemplated, 
and a generous offer has been made towards it, by individuals. 

The Western House of Refuge for Pennsylvania has an 
act of incorporation from the legislature, and a grant of 
$20,000, on condition that responsible individuals will make 
subscriptions to an equal amount. 

The last Report of the House of Refuge in Philadelphia 
notices this movement as follows : — 

" The House of Refuge of Western Pennsylvania was incorpo- 
rated at the last session of the legislature, and an appropriation 
of twenty thousand dollars, in aid of the institution, to be paid, 
when an equal sum shall be bona fide subscribed, by responsible 
parties." 

The New Almshouse on Deer Island, in Boston harbor, 
for the city of Boston, is nearly completed, and partially 
occupied. The plan of building is an original one, and it 
was most providential, that it was so nearly completed 
as to receive the boys on the night of the 16th of April, when 
the temporary building, in which they were lodged, was 
broken to pieces and carried away, in the storm of that night, 
and the boys were saved from the loss of life by the resolute 
and persevering efforts of their teacher and Dr. Moriarty, 
and safely lodged in the east wing of the new building. 

The New Almshouse in New Haven, Conn., is also being 
built, on the same plan, in many respects, as those above 
mentioned, and it is the expectation of the agent for building 
the same — who is also the first selectman of the town — that 
the building will be ready for occupancy in the lapse of one 
year. 
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NEW ALMSHOUSE AT CAUBBIDQB, MASSACHUSETTS. 



The New Almshouse in Cambridge is now occapied, and 
the city of Cambridge deserves credit for its liberality and 
intelligence in erecting such an edifice, for it has the honor of 
having vrithin its borders one of the beat Almshouses in the 
conntry. It ia located on the road leading from the university 
to Lexington, ;abont two miles from the centre of the city. It 
is built upon a gradual south-western upland slope, and com- 
mands a perfect view of the whole farm on which it stands, , 
and a fine prospect of the surrounding country. It is built 
of stone taken from the quarry on the farm, within fifty rods 
of the building. This is a material of great solidity and endu^ 
ance, and presents a massive, substantial, and plain appear- 
ance. 

The edifice consists of a central building, having four circu- 
lar quadrant corners, and measuring 60 feet square outside 
of its walls, and 4 stories in height. The first story ia 9 feet 
6 inches high, the second and third stories are each 10 feet 
high, and the fourth story is 18 feet high. The roof is hipped 
on all sides, and rises to meet an octagonal observatory of 16 
feet square, crowned with an ornamental vane, with the car- 
dinal points. There are three wings radiating from three of 
the sides of the central building. Two of the wings measure 
40 feet square, and are 3 stories in height each, besides an 
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1. Keeper^s office. 

2. Keeper's eating room. 

3. Keeper's kitchen. 

4. Entrance to Almshoase. 

5. Entrance to keeper's house. 

6. Almshouse kitchen, &c. 



7. Men's eating room. 

8. Cellar in men's wing. 

9. Back entrance to men's wing. 

10. Back entrance to women's wing. 

11. Cellar in women's wing. 

12. Women's eating room. 



attic story. The first story of each wing is 9 feet 6 inches 
high, the second and third stories are each 10 feet high, and 
the attic story 9 feet high, the floors throughout being level. 
The third wing is 40 by 30, and is three finished stories ia 
height, besides an attic story : the first story is 9 feet high,. the 
second and third stories are each 10 feet high, and the attie 
story is 8 feet high. The roofs of all three wings have pedir 
ment ends. On the basement story, in the octagonal section,- 
is the great kitchen, which contains a bathing room, laundvy, 
cleansing room, furnace and fuel rooms, bakery, drying room^ 
^ic. Leading from this, on the east and west sides, are the 
dining rooms for the inmates. The west wing is for females, 
the east wing for males. The southern wing includes the 
keeper's house apartments, and Is connected to the main 
building by a door in each story. On this floor, iti tb^ 
east and west wings, are punishment cells for refractory in^ 
mates, which can be made quite dark, or graduated to differ- 
ent degrees of light. 

On the second story are the workshops. These are in the 
oetagon. A partition runs directly across the centre of iht 
building. One part is for women, and one for men. 

The two main wings, extending on the right and left from 
Dhe octagon, are occupied as sleeping apartments -— one fot 
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1,2. Keeper^s parlors. 

3. Overseer's room. 

4. Entrance to Almshouse. 

5. Entrance to keeper's principal story. 



6. Dormitory for working men. 

7. Work room for men. 

8. Work room for women. 

9. Dormitory for working women. 



females, the other for males. These apartments are excel- 
lently lighted and ventilated. On the third story are rooms 
under the same division. In the west wing of this story is 
the Female Hospital. At its extreme end is a lying-in room, 
and connected therewith is a nursery. In the eastern wing 
is the Male Hospital, similar in structure to that of the Fe- 
male. At its extreme end are two rooms — one for those who 
are dangerously sick, and one for those who may be sup- 
posed to be in a dying state. On the fourth story is the 
chapel, which extends over the whole octagonal floor. A 
good chapel this is, and around the windows, in the corners 
of the octagon, on the right and left of the speaker, are con- 
venient spaces to arrange semicircular seats for the instruc- 
tion of male and female children, which will also auswer a 
good purpose for seating the children at public worship on 
the Sabbath. On either side are attics occupied for dormito- 
ries. Over the chapel, and directly beneath the cupola, is an 
apartment which is to be devoted to drying seed and herbs. 

The entire southern wing is for the acclommodation of the 
keeper's family. On the first story, as before stated, are the 
office, kitchen, dining room, closets, &c., of the keeper. On 
the second story are the keeper's family parlor, bed room, 
closets, and overseer's room. On the third story are sleeping 
apartments, and in the attic are the same. Each story con- 

B 
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nects with the main building. All these are plainly and 
substantially famished. In the parlors are white marble 
chimney-pieces, which have been presented to the institution, 
without cost or charge, by the building committee. The 
gilded ball and vane on the cupola were at the individual 
expense of Mr. Oeorge Stevens^ chairman of the building 
committee. 

Principles observed in the Ptan.- — In the plan of this build- 
ing, certain principles have been observed, viz. : size, propor- 
tion, concentration, extension, convenience, classification, 
supervision, security against fire, -heating, lighting, arttfioial 
ventilation, natural ventUation, employment, humanity, care 
of the sick, level floors, and eccHiomy. It should be remem- 
bered that these can be had at but a trifling more expense 
than a building constructed without them. We congratu- 
late the citizens of Cambridge on the possession of so perfect, 
humane, and substantial a structure. We repeat that it is 
an honor to the city. 

Its Site is elevated and beautiful. The land, on which it 
stands is of a warm and eariy soil, a portion being of a sandy 
loam, which is dry under foot in the spring and faU. There 
is a small quantity of marsh, which may be easily converted 
into the richest meadow. 

lis Fishery. — Bordering on the farm, which contains 33 
acres, is Alewive Brookj a fresh-water stream from Fresh 
Pond, into which the tide water sets, and furnishes fine fish- 
ing grounds. Alewives are here caught in great abundance. 
The right of fishing here was leased last year by the over- 
seers for $100. Some years it has yielded $900. This fishing 
will be of great advantage to the Almshouse establishment 
There are about 20 rods of the brook, running in a south- 
westerly direction, in which this delicious fish can be caught 
very freely. They can thus be obtained fresh from the 1st 
of March to the 1st of July, for public and private use. 

lis Quarry, — The quarry of argillaceous slate, on the 
premises near the new building, has opened far better than 
was expected ; in as much as it was doubtful, at first, 
whether it would be wise and prudent to use it in the 
superstructure of the building. As the quarry, however, was 
opened, it became so much improved that the building com- 
mittee could no longer hesitate, and it was unanimously de- 
cided to use it for all the external wall. What was intend- 
ed for a foundation and base course was carried to the roof. 
An advantage therefore is, of this location, that one of the most 
substantial and appropriate buildings that can be found has 
been finished with the stone from the Poorhouse Farm 
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i^iw/rry. ki all probability, tbe stone, bemg thaa adhrertiaed 
in a public bailcUng on the pDemises, will be songfat after 
for many edifices. ^ tbis means, the city will reap gre«k 
advantage towards tbe support of its flood ol foreign paisperB, 
by making them quarry stciiie to supply tiie demawL 

Besides, the dtf wants for its own use a vast quantity of 
stone for drains. It ha& paid, in times past, tbir^ cents per 
foot for stone for covering drains. About $1000 wcse paid 
last year, to one man, mostly to cover dfaraina in Cambridge- 
port, besides what was furnished firom this quarry in the 
progress of tbe building oS the New Almshouse* Had the 
quantity last mentioned been obtained elsewhere, it would 
have cost $700* The citisens of Cambeic^eport feel that it 
is indispensable that their portion of the city should be thop- 
ooghly drained. To thid end, stone is already being qnar<« 
ried and brought down, to carry on this system of drainage. 

This is a great economy, for by it three quarters of 
tbe usual expense is saved. And then the paupers, many, 
of whom would be ^ad to be supported without work, are 
supplied with a large amount of useful labor^ on a healthy 
location. Those who are able to work can not only earn 
enough to support themsrives, but help support the old, 
infirm, sick, and young children. The two first years after 
the city charter was obtained, tiie city government paid a 
larse amount of money for the privitqe^ of quarrying from 
a fedge wbiob tdiey did not ovim. This kdge was not as 
good, in regard to material or ease oi quarrying, as the 
quarry on the present location. 

Bs iVo<2t(^6.«-« The hofif produced on tius bxm is abundant 
and of an excellent quality. The city teajBis, while employed 
on the farm and in drawing vegetables to the Boston marketi 
stone from tbe quarry to dimrent sections of the dty, in 
ploughing and tilling tbe garden and farm, and refMiiring the 
highways, will be fed on the hay from the Almshouse Farm. 

7%e FrwU. ''^ Apples, peaches, currants, and strawberries, on 
the premises, are abundant and of sup^ior quality. Hun* 
dreds of boxes per day, in their season, may be supplied to 
tbe Boston market, of currants and strawbeiries ; and the 
delicious peach, from one of the finest orchards in the vicinity 
ol Boston, will be famished by the boshel^ and sell from one 
to six cents each. 

Tbe dsparagus bed ocfwew nearly one acre of the best land, 
directly in frt^nt of the new building, sloping to the south- 
west on a gentie declivity; and from this bed from $40 to 
ilfSO worth of asparagus has been sold in two days. 

Tbe earlp vegetabUs for the Boston market can be pro* 
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duced on the warm soil of the garden of this farm, with its 
sunny exposure, as early in the spring as on any one of the 
many fine gardens and farms in the vicinity of Boston; 
while the paupers themselves — the men, women, and chil- 
dren — can get them ready for market 

Sand of the best quality for building purposes is found in 
beds on thcpremises, and sells for cash at $1 50 a load, and 
is in constant demand. 

There is an unfailing' springs of pure water on an elevation 
sufficient to throw the water into the second or main story, 
which is not more than 50 rods distant from the Almshouse, 
in the rear of the same, and is a part of the original purchase. 

It will thus be seen that the building of the New Alms- 
house will be a great benefit to the city of Cambridge. This 
farm will improve from year to year, and we see no reason 
why it will not soon more than support itseif 

To whom is the city of Cambridge indebted more than to 
any other man for the selection of the site, and its appropria- 
tion to this purpose, as a lasting benefit and honor to their 
city, and as an example to other cities similarly situated? 
To whom is there a certain and deep obligation due in this 
important enterprise ? The answer is at hand ; without dis- 
paragement to others, to the chairman of the building com- 
mittee, Mr. George Stevens. 

The farm on which the New Almshouse stands cost 
$12,000. It is to-day worth, and would probably sell for, 
$30,000. It is exceedingly valuable property : so far as soil 
is concerned, and also the advantage of farming, it is one of 
the richest in Cambridge. But a few days ^nce, an acre of 
land was sold, not many rods firom the line of the farm, for 
$1200, which not long ago was purchased fcnr $300. These 
are important facts, showing that the city of Cambridge, in 
this whole Almshouse matter, has made a most fortunate 
investment. 

The cost of the New Almshouse is about $35,000. This 
fact, taking into view the substantial, well-anranged, com- 
fortable, and humane structure, may be regarded as a moder- 
ate cost. Every thing is made plain, strong, durable, and 
convenient 

The old Almshouse is worth $25,000, which sum can be 
taken for it almost any hour. The old building cost $9000. 
It is but the repetition of the general sentiment of Cam- 
bridge, that the accommodations of the old Almshouse were 
not what were actually needed. In the particulars of super- 
vision, ventilation, heating, and workshops, it was very de- 
fective. 
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The Nevr Almshotise in Cambridge was designed hy Bev. 
Lonis Dwight and J. Q. F. Bryant, Esq. No person haa 
advocated the poject of bnilding the New Almshonse with 
more force, ability, and consistency, than his honor, Sydney 
Willard, then mayor of Cambridge, Both in his offidal 
capacity and in that of a citizen, he has at all times lent hia 
ej£cient aid and encouragement to the design. 

The following are the persons who have been immediately 
engaged in the erection of the Almshonse; Bmildmg Conk' 
mittee, Greorge Stevens, Stephen Smith, Calvin Dimick, 
Aldermen ; Anson Hooper, George Meacham, Isaac Davis, 
Wm, P. Rske, and Mr. J. D. Hadley, ConncU ; John Dudley, 
Master Carpenter ; Andrew Jones, Brick Mason ; J. W. Pres- 
bnry, Stone Mason ; Mr. Stevenson, Plasterer ; James Thayer, 
Pointer. 

Mcmy of the facts in this notice u^ere first eoUected and pub" 
Kshed in the Boston DaUp Bee. 

CBEBMOmr AT THE COMPLETION OF THB HOUSE. 
JFVvm M« Cambruig^ Chnmiok ^ A^ 5. 

On Thursday, April 3, 1851, by invitation of his honor 
the mayor, a large number of citizens visited the New Alms- 
house, on occasion of transferring the bnilding, which is 
now completed, to the care of the overseers of the poor* 
The company, after having spent an hour or two in examin- 
ing the building in every part, and the premises throughout, 
were invited to assemble in one of the large rooms, and par- 
ticipate in the ceremonies of the occasion. 

The mayor called on the Rev. Louis Dwight to ad- 
dress the company, which he did -— noticing each of the 
prominent features of the new building, in which the com- 
pany were assembled. He said it was hwmame in its provis- 
ions. Evidences of iiiis were manifested in the abundance 
of light and atr in every part Then, with regard to ccwoen- 
ience; it was so arranged that the same help could take 
care of more than three times as many in this as they could 
in the old building. He spoke of its secwrity againsi fire. It 
was nearly fire-proof; being neither lathed nor plastered; 
there were no hiding-places where fire could make its way 
unobserved ; and iron doors, sepamting each wing from the 
centre building, added to the security. This security had 
been attained without expense*— in fact^ the building would 
have cost more bad it been lathed and plastered, and would 
have been not a whit better or more comfortable than it now 
is. He next called their attention to the thorough anrange- 
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metitsr which had been made for ventilation. The open fire- 
places which have been provided in all the sleeping apart- 
ments are an important aid; the orifices in the ventilating 
flues were pointed out, and the four large windows in each 
story of the centre building were spoken of as admitting the 
pure breezes of heaven Irom every quarter. 

The Keeper's House^ and the propriety of its being en- 
tirely separated from the parts occupied by the inmates of 
the roorhouse, was made to appear very important. Refer- 
ence was had to many valuable lives which had been lost at 
the institution at South Boston — the result, as it was be- 
lieved, of placing the keeper's house in the centre building, 
by which both himself and his . family had been necessarily 
very much exposed to impure air. This had been so placed 
as to be in close proximity to the main building, and at the 
same time taken out of the centre of the main building. 

The convenience of the work rooms was also noticed — 
being in the main building, where the necessity of going out 
of doors was obviated, and so arranged that one person can 
have the oversight of both male and female departments. 

The fact that the building can be extended, should neces- 
sity require it, at any time, without marring the beauty 
of its design, and at a comparatively small expense, was 
noticed, as also the various advantages of the location for a 
house of this character — its pure water, which at a trifling 
cost can be brought into the second story — its fishery — its 
warm, rich soil — and its valuable ledge of stone. 

He closed by saying that he felt assured the city of Cam- 
bridge would work out the problem of making the Poorhouse 
a self-supporting institution. 

Alderman Stevens, chairman of the building committee, 
read the order passed by the city council, directing the care 
of the building to be surrendered to the board of overseers of 
the poor. He stated, that, as chairman of the building com- 
mittee, he was instructed to make that surrender at this time. 
He did so, with the satisfaction of knowing that we had a 
building which was every way suited to the object for which 
it had been erected, and that it was to be placed in the hands 
of those who would know how to appreciate its advantages, 
and apply them to the best interests of all concerned. 

The mayor, as chairman of the overseers of the poor, said 
that, in conformity with the request of the board, he would 
make such reply to the building committee, after committing 
to them the care and use of the house, as he should judge 
proper ; thanked the chairman and members of the building 
committee for their constant and persevering fidelity in the 
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discharge of their trast, and their diligence and faithfnl labors 
in accomplishing the work ; and that he could not forl)ear to 
add, as a subject of gratitude to Providence, that no bodily 
injury had occurred to any one employed in the undertaking. 

He then spoke of the purchase of the farm in 1849, which 
was soon intrusted to the care of the overseers, who took 
possession of the dwelling-house on the same, when vacated 
in November of the same year; of the labor performed in the 
etone quarry by such of the paupers as were able to perform 
it ; of the inconvenience and expense of two separate domes- 
tic establishments ; and of the belief expressed by the over- 
seers, in their Annual Report, that the city council would—- 
no less for the sake of economy than for that of convenience 
— deem it wise to erect and finish, at the earliest period prac- 
ticable, a building, on such a plan and of such materials, as 
should unite permanency in the structure and convenience in 
the arrangement — since the inconveniences and defects of the 
building then occupied could not be even partially remedied, 
without incurring an expense far beyond what it deserved. 
He then referred to his remarks addressed to the city council 
at the commencement of the municipal year, intended to 
indicate his preference for a building of stone from their own 
quarry, rather than of brick. He knew that the matter had 
been discussed in the building committee afterwards appoint* 
ed, and though the structure has probably cost more than 
would a brick edifice on the same plan, he was much grati- 
fied that the final result was in favor of a building of stone 
taken from the premises. 

After the interesting description of the building by Mr. 
Dwight, to whom the city is indebted for the plan, and who 
has watched it in communication with the committee in all 
its details, the mayor said it was unnecessary for him to re- 
mark upon it All the gentlemen present had enjoyed the op- 
portunity of inspecting it. He assured the building committee 
that it was intrusted to faithful hands ; that he knew from 
his observation and experience in the board of overseers, that 
the affairs of the establishment were managed with great 
economy and discretion, and he deemed it a fortunate cir- 
cumstance, that in the change of place, the same persons 
now constitute the board of overseers who did last year. 

The mayor added, that if it were not consuming too much 
time, he would give some account of the changes in the 
Almshouse establishment in Cambridge. He would ven- 
ture to say something about it. He remembered the old house 
near the place where they were now assembled (corner of 
North Avenue and Cedar Street) more than sixty years ago ; 
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he would iKxt say how old it wm ; be txugfat eir m thifir as in 
other things; but he saw the dty ckrk near, who was 
60 much older than himself, (though he looked so much 
youag^,) that he had told the person speaking a mnltitride a£ 
things about Cambridge that existed or oocnrred beyond the 
memory of the latter, and even before he was born. How- 
ever, that was the house that contained all the panpera of 
Cambridge, as it was at the beginning of this century, then 
known by the names which distinguished the three Congre-i 
gational parishes, namely, Cambrk%e, Little Cambridge, and 
Menotomy; now Cambridge^ Brighton, and West Cam- 
bridge— *• three separate townships. There were, at the be** 
ginning of this century, in Cambridge, containing aU the ter- 
ritory of the three parishes, 2453 inhabitants. The number 
did not increase rapidly before the division of the town, which 
took [dace in 1807. The paupers were then distributed 
aocording to the supposed ability of the several tovms to 
support them. 

No change in the provision of the poor wa^ made tiU the 
year 1818, when the house on the comer of NadbUc and Har^ 
vard Streets was erected, which was afterwards^ in 1836, oon« 
sumed by fire. The house about to be abaadooed was then 
erected at an expense of about $7000, of which expense, 
and the size of the house, there waa as much complaint aa 
against the present one. But the encouragement to the 
work occasioned by the share of the surplua fund from the 
United States treasury, which fell to the town, probably 
quickened the undertaking. 

The mayor, in conclusion, said he believed that none who 
are concerned in the management of the agairs of the city, 
and none of his fellow-citizens who felt an interest in its 
prosperity and reputation, would ever regret the change that 
is now to be made for the supp<Mrt, and, as far as may be, for 
the profitable occupation, of the poor. 

Mr. Paige, the city clerk, having been referred to by the 
mayor, remarked that the earliest Almshouse in Cambridge, 
of which there is any record, was purchased of Deacon Sam- 
uel Whittemore, in 1779, at an expense of ^37 10*. It stood 
at the corner of Brighton and South Streets, in Ward One. 
The second is still standing, at the north-easterly comer of the 
race-course, and was purchased of Dr. WiUiam Gamage, in 
1786. Connected with the house are nearly five acres of 
land. The expense of the establishment was <£60. This 
house was occupied until 1818, when the first brick Alms- 
house in Ward Two was erected, at an expense, for house 
and land, of about $6600. At the opening of this house, a 
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formal address was made to the inmates by Boyal Make- 
peace, chairman of the boaid of overseers, and a sermon 
delivered by Rev. Dr. Holmes, from Mark xiv. 7. The 
address and sermon are both entered in full on the records of 
the overseers. 

Rev. Thomas Whittemore, having been called upon, said 
he had not expected to say any thing ; but he could not refrain 
from noticing the fact referred to by Mr. Dwight, of the fire- 
proof character of the building. He well remembered when 
the old Almshouse, which was situated on Norfolk Street, 
was burnt, and referred to it as one of the most melancholy 
scenes he had ever witnessed. There, in sight of a large 
concourse of people, in an upper room, but so completely 
surrounded by fire as to be unapproachable by any one, was 
an old man. burnt to death ! — a scene which caused those 
who witnessed it to howl with anguish, they not being able 
to render the slightest aid. One such event as this would 
give more pain to the citizens of Cambridge than the expen- 
diture of large sums of money in the erection of a building 
of this character.* 

He expressed the desire that the poor should be well pro- 
vided for, especially the aged poor — those who had seen 
better days, and who had been accustomed to the obser- 
vance of religious duties. They should be so situated as 
to be able to receive the visits of kindred spirits, and 
enjoy the sympathy of those who could sympathize with 
them. He saw a great propriely in the plain finish of the 
building, and considered the edifice, as a whole, in a favora- 
ble light. 

Rev. Mr. Perkins made some appropriate and well-timed 
remarks. He had reason to believe that Christianity had 
been doing its work in our midst, of which this building was 
no small evidence. He thought the work had been well 
done, wisely done, and humanely done. 

Rev. Mr. Groodrich followed in a similar strain, alluding to 
some complaints which had been made with reference to the 
expense incurred. He expressed his gratification at the ample 
provision which had been made for the poor, and believed 
that, in making it, we had but discharged a duty which we 
owed to humanity and ourselves, and gave evidence that our 
Christianity consisted in something more than an idea. 

S. T. Farwell, Esq., was the next speaker. His remarks 

* Mr. !Fisk, an aged and venerable citizen of Cambridge, and also a merchant 
of Boston, stood by Mr. Whittemore's side when he made this statement, and 
also at llie time of the fire, when the old man was bnmt alive in the Old Cam- 
bridge Almshonse, and coxifirmed the statement as an eye-witness. 
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related principally to the lai^ increase of paupers by foreigii 
immigration, and the propriety of providing accommodations 
for this class of our poor. His remarks were exceedingly 
pertinent, and are worthy a more extended import than we 
are able to give. 

Dr. Wellington said he had been for a nimiber of years 
visiting physician at the Almshouse, and alluded to the hos- 
pital connected with the old establifihment. The doctor 
stated that he had carefully examined the ventilation, and 
found it entirely different uom the ventilation of the Old 
Almriiouse. Ete believed what was worthy of being done 
at all was worthy of being done well ; and he thought tiiere 
was every reason to think that the building committee had 
conscientiously and faithfully discharged their duty. 

The speakers throughout were characterized by good feel- 
ing and good sense. A pleasant time was enjoye^ and the 
company separated, highly gratified with the occasion which 
had called them together, and the arrangements of the build- 
ing on the new Ci^ Farm. 
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PART III 



HOUSES OF REFUGE AND STATE REFORM 

SCHOOLS, 

In the Houses of Refuge in the United States, the general 
princifdes on which they axe coDdaoted afe the same. Juve- 
nile delinquents aie leceived from the courts, generally, for 
some delinquency or criminal offence. Hiey axe committed 
to the Reiuge either for a torn of time or during minority ; 
or, more commonly, to be retained at the discretion of the 
managers, to be either apprenticed,-^ which is edtogether the 
most eommoa mode of proceeding, —-to be returned to 
parents and guardians, or to be discharged on expiration 
of sentence; the latter being fery infrequent They are 
treated, while they remain in tiie Biefuge, as becometh their 
age, and generally remmin under treatment eighteen months 
or two years. Their time is divided into daily periods of 
six hours for labor, four horns for comriKm school instruction, 
four hours for taking food, exercise, recreation, and other mis- 
cellaneous duties, aod eight booni for^sleep. The sleep is in 
separate rooms, the labor in shops, at some light mechanical 
employment, or in the garden, and on the farm* The Sabbath 
is devoted to rest, Sabbath school instruction, and public 
worship. 

The general results of tins system are favorable to life and 
health, to moral and religious improvement and reformation, 
to honorable apprentioesbip, and the peace of sodety. 

In the several Houses of Refuge, presented in the table, 
th^e were, at the commencement of the year, five hundred 
and forty-three childien and youth, both male and female, 
white and colored ; about one fifth or one sixth part females, 
and about the same proportion colored. 

Their average age did not vary much from twelve years. 

The number at the close of the year was seven hundred 
and seventy-one; showing an mcrease^ from the beginning to 
the close of the year, of two hundred and twenty-eight. 

This increase is prindpaily owing to the Refoge for Colored 
Children, in Philadelphia, into which one hundred and eigh- 
teen of this unhappy and neglected class were first received 
last year; and a large increase of the number, in the House 
of Refuee, in Rochester, N. Y., which had its beginning the 
year beiore; so that the increase was owing to the exten- 
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sion of the benefits of such institutions to another class 
of subjects and another region of country, rather than to an 
increase of juvenile delinquency in the region of the older 
institutions. So much good has already resulted from these 
institutions, where they have been tried, that other districts, 
other states, and other classes ate having the benefits extend- 
ed to them. 

The number apprenticed^ last year, from the houses pre- 
sented in the table, was two hundred and six. The number 
of those apprenticed in former years, who have done well for 
themselves and others, has been in about the proportion of 
seven to ten, males, and nine to ten, females, many of whom 
return, from time to time, to thank their deliverers, who res- 
cued them from the paths of vice and ruin, and gave them 
instruction and honorable apprenticeship. 

The health of these Houses of Refuge, during the time 
when these children are in safe keeping, under the reforma- 
tory process, preparing for usefulness and respectability, was 
last year, and has been from the first, during one quarter of 
a century, while they have been in operation, very favorable. 
During the last year, six died out of an average of six hun- 
dred and fifty-seven ; or less than one per cent. Probably a 
much larger number of these children of ignorance, poverty, 
and neglect would ha,ve died in misery and sin, if they had 
not been arrested, and safefy kept and protected. It is 
greatiy in favor of the general principles of these institutions, 
that children born under such circumstances, neglected in 
their early habits, exposed to so many temptations and vices, 
and many of them diseased by inheritance and exposure, can 
be so siiddenly rescued, so wisely treated, so safely kept, so 
soon cured and reformed, and fitted for apprenticeship ; and 
that, during the process, less than one in one hundred should 
die annually. The history of these houses, last year, well 
accords with their history during former years, in regard 
to health. 

The receipts and expenditures of the Houses of Refuge, for 
1851, show how fast the hold is, which they have taken, on 
the public mind. It would not be so, if they were not able 
to bear the test of time, experience, and observation. Re- 
ceipts, $47,558 ; expenditures, $67,505. 

The Cuming's of the children, by their own labor, consid- 
ering their average age, as being about twelve years only, 
is worthy of all praise. Their own earnings, last year, 
amounted to $12,730. This amount of earnings was sufii- 
cient to pay more than two .thirds of the cost of their pro- 
visions, and more than the whole cost of their clothing, beds, 
and bedding. 



26 TWBNTT-8IXTH REPORT 1851. 575 

Who would withhold the sustenance of the Houses of 
Befuge, after knowing how many juvenile delinquents are 
cared for in these houses ; how fast they are extending their 
benefits; how many of this unhappy class are reformed ; how 
their lives are preserved ; how they are rescued from vice and 
ruin; how often and how honorably they are apprenticed; 
how much they can earn by their labor, at the average age 
of twelve years ; how frequently and gratefully they return, 
as respectable men and women, with their children, to attend 
worship in the chapel of the House of Refuge, and express 
their gratitude to God and their benefactors? 

The answer to this question is best given in the fact that 
new Houses of Refuge are building in Maine, New Jersey, 
and Maryland, and provision is already made, in part, for 
building others in New Hampshire, Connecticut, and West- 
ern Pennsylvania ; and a generous offer has been made, by a 
responsible firm, towards the establishment of another, in the 
District of Columbia. There can be no doubt, therefore, that 
Houses of Refuge will flourishj in the United States, like 
common schools, so long as Juvenile Delinquents are found 
in a suffering and neglected condition. 
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PART IV 
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STATE PRISONS AND PENITENTIABiEB. 

The State Pmons asd FeniteiitiBries in the United States, 
all of theni) witbont a aingle exception bo &? a» our knowl- 
ed|ge extends, aie on ike principle €^ separate oamjmement at 
night. 

With the exception of the State Prisons in Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey, they all are on the principle of silent labor 
by dayy under constant supervision^ in workshops. Those 
excepted, in Pennsylvania and New Jersey, adopted the prin- 
ciple of solitary labor and cellular confinement. 

The State Prisons, generally, in the United States, have 
chapels^ and public worship in chapels^ on the. Sabbath, In 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey, the prisoners hear, from their 
cells, the voice of the preacher, in the corridor ; but do not see 
him or each other. 

The State Prisons, generally, in the United States, have 
Sabbath Schools^ taught in the chapel by voluntary and gra- 
tuitous citizen teachers. The instruction is communicated 
in the cells, in Pennsylvania and New Jersey. 

In the State Prisons, generally, in the United States, the 
averag-e mortoMy does not exceed two per cent* Last year, 
in twelve Penitentiaries, there were 49 deaths, out of an 
average of 2878 prisoners, which was one death out of 56 
prisoners, or less than two per cent 

In the State Prisons in the United States, generally, there 
is good security against escape : there were 15 escapes, which 
does not vary much from one half of one per cent. 

In the State Prisons in the United States, there is too 
much exercise of the pardoning power. Last year, 119 were 
pardoned out of 2871 ; or 1 in 24 were pardoned. 

In the United States, the number of prisoners increased, 
last year, 270 in twelve penitentiaries, containing 2878 pris- 
oners, which is a little less than ten per cent. 

In the Penitentiaries in the United States, there is produc- 
tive industry. In twelve Penitentiaries, with an average of 
2878 prisoners, about $260,000 were earned, and about 
$276,000 expended. 

In the Penitentiaries in the United States, there were paid 
to discharged convicts, in twelve Penitentiaries, $3996, for 

WW 
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their aid, assistance, and relief, mostly from the earnings of 
the prisoners. 

The number received during the year was 1724. 

The number discharged on expiration of sentence was 
1181, out of an average number of 2878. 

The number discharged bv pardon, 119. 

The number who died, 49. 

The number who escaped, 15. 

The number removed to Lunatic Asylums, 15. 

These results we regard as, on the whole, favorable ; mcfte 
BO than we have been made acquainted with in any other 
country. 
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PART V 



INSANE ASYLUMS. 

The number of Innatics in 8 asylums, at the commence* 
ment of the year, as presented in the table, was 1991 ; the 
number at the close of the year, 2046 ; the average number 
during the year, 2017 ; the number received, 1263 ; the num- 
ber discharged, 1208 ; the number recovered, 594 ; the num- 
ber improved, 190 ; the number unimproved, 198 ; the number 
who died, 223 ; the number eloped, 3. 

The expense for clothing was ^11,650 

« provisions, 93,122 

« fuel and light,- 18,481 

<< officers' salaries and labor, - 59,256 

Total expenditure, including items not above 

named, ^220,597 

Total receipts, - 233,293 

The expense of each inmate for clothing, not including the 
clothing of pav patients, was (5 77 ; for provisions, $46 15 ; 
for fuel and lights, $9 16; for officers^ salaries and labor, 
(79 37 ; total expense for each inmate, including incidentals 
not above mentioned, $109 36. The increase in number, 
during the year, was 55 ; the number recovered, nearly one 
half the number received; the number improved and dis- 
charged, about one third the number recovered ; the number 
who died, about as 1 to 9 of the average number; the num- 
ber who eloped, not 1 in 600. 

If, in the other 16 asylums on our list, similar returns were 
made, we should find in the whole number of 24 asylums 
nearly 6000 as an average number during the year; 3600 
received, 3600 discharged, 1800 cured, 600 improved, 600 
unimproved, 700 who had died, 9 who had eloped, $35,000 
expended for clothing, $279,000 expended for provisions, 
$55,000 for fuel and lights, $177,000 for officers' salaries 
and labor, $660,000 total expenses, and $699,000 total re- 
ceipts. 

According to the table on Lunatic Asylums in our last 
year's report. New England had asylum accommodations for 
1626 lunatics. New York, with the same population, for 
964 lunatics. And the other states, with t population of 
about 16,000,000, for 1594, i. e. : — 
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New England had accommodations for 1 in 1,475 
New York, " for 1 in 2,074 
The whole comitry, «« for 1 in 4,780 
The states not including New Eng- 
land and New York, " for 1 in 10,037 
While the whole countiy, to be as well accommodated 
as New England, would require hospital accom- 
modations for ---. 16,260 

And had accommodations for 4,184 

Leaving further provision to be made for .... 12,076 
to be as well accommodated as New England. 

Massachusetts had accommodations, last year, for an 

average number of 787 

And has since made provision for 250 

Making in all, a provision in Massachusetts, with a 

population of about 1,000,000, for 1,037 

So that, to secure hospital accommodations for the 
whole country, equal to the accommodations al- 
ready provided in Massachusetts, would require 
(calling the population of the whole country 
20,000,000) hospital accommodations for . - - 20,740 

Instead of 4,184 

the number actually provided for, according to the 
table in last year's report ; leaving to be provided 
for in the whole country, that the provision might 
be as good as in Massachusetts, 16,556 

In carrying out the idea here expressed, in regard to fur- 
ther provision for lunatics in the United States, it is pleasant 
to know, that, in addition to the Second State Hospital in 
Massachusetts, the State of New York has it in contempla- 
tion to erect another asylum in the western district of that 
state — the asylum at Utica being found inadequate to the 
wants of the people. 

In the State of Ohio, also, it is in contemplation to erect 
two new State Asylums, — one at the north, and the other 
at the south, — in addition to that in Columbus, for the 
accommodation of the increasing number of poor lunatics in 
that large and growing population. 

A new State Asylum has just been occupied in Harris- 
burg, Pennsylvania, and another is building in North Caro- 
lina, and still another in Alabama. 

These are cheering indications that the great and benevo- 
lent enterprise of providing suitable asylum accommodations 
for poor lunatics in the United States will be steadily pro- 
gressive, till it is finished. 

WW 2 
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PART VI. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 

ORIGIN OF THE PRISON DISCIPLINE SOCIETY. 

The following letter is worthy of being preserved and 
printed, as a memorial of the manner, motives, and princi- 
ples in which the Prison Discipline Society had its origin. 

The first journey was undertaken in the autumn of 1824, 
aind the first three months were spent in Boston, New York, 
and Philadelphia ; and the next four months between Phila- 
delphia and Savannah, going out, and between Savannah 
and Boston, returning. The following letter indicates the 
results : — 

Copy of a Letter to the treasurer of the American Bible Society, 

^'BoSTOK, October 29, 1825. 
"My Dear Sir,— 

" My last letter was written to the corresponding secretary 
of the Bible Society, from Richmond, Virginia, and dated late 
in February. Immediately after that letter was written, I proceeded 
on my journey, through Petersburg, Raleigh, Fayetteville, Camden, 
Columbia, and Augusta, to Savannah. The Jails, in all these places, 
were almost literally destitute of Bibles, and as a general fact they 
are never visited by ministers or Christians. In regard to cleanliness, 
and the comfort of prisoners in other respects, they are superior to 
the Jails generally in the Northern States. The number of prisoners, 
too, is compcuratively small ; I think because the smaller crimes more 
frequently go unpunished — for the number of murderers in Jail was 
comparatively great, and the number of thieves and disorderly per- ' 
sons small. There are no Penitentiaries in the Carolinas, and the 
laws are sanguinary. The Penitentiary in Georgia is a new estab- 
lishment, in the interior of the state, and I did not visit it The Jail 
in Savannah is used for the prisoners of several counties. The Jails 
in the country of the Carolinas and Greorgia are small establishments, 
frequently built of wood, sometimes containing only two small apart- 
ments, and having no yard to cut off communication with persons in 
the streets. The Jails in the larger towns are as good as Jails can well 
be, while they are built on the old plan, with large rooms opposite 
each other, along the same hall. So long as they are built in this 
manner, many of the evils existing in the Penitentiaries will be found 
in Jails. I think buildings of various sizes, adapted to the population, 
constructed on the plan of the north wing of the Prison at Auburn, 
New York, would be the best Jails in regard to security, economy, 
inspection, and virtue. The security is threefold, because it is a 

3 
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Prison within a Prison, and there is no communication with persons 
in the streets. The economy is great in building, warming, airing, 
lighting, and guarding. The inspection of 500, if necessary, can be 
very close and effectual, by one keeper or sentinel, and there can be 
few, if any, of the enormous evils existing in Penitentiaries and Jails, 
such as gambling, profane and lewd conversation, all manner of 
evil communication and instruction in the arts of counterfeiters, pick- 
pockets, incendiaries, and thieves ; and, above all, there can be no 
sodomy. I have a multitude of facia in illustration of these ideas, 
which I hope I may be able to lay before the gentlemen in New 
York, during the coming winter ; but they are necessarily excluded 
from a letter. 

*^ I left Savannah about the first of April, and returned through 
Charleston, Columbia, Danville, Prince Edward, Cartersville, Freder- 
icksburg, Philadelphia, and New York, to Boston. The Jails, through- 
out our country, on two routes, I found, with few exceptioDS, desti^ 
tute of Bibles, and supplied them. My Sabhcdits I generally spent in 
Penitentiaries and Prisons, reading the Scriptures, ojfering prayer, and 
preaching the unsearchable riches of Christ to their wretched in- 
mates. As a general fact, the attention of prisoners is wonderful 
to him who speaks to them of the love of God, in giving his Son to 
die for sinners. It is a truth which many have never known before, 
and it is an exhibition of love such as the world never saw, and 
nothing which they have seen resembles. It is, indeed, the Kght of 
life in their gloomy halls and dungeons. 

**' During Uie week, I spent much time in obtaining general knowl- 
edge in relation to the condition of prisoners. The ^ts thus col- 
lected will make a volume ; and those which relate to the evils exist-* 
ing in these establishments will, I am confident, move the commu- 
nity to apply the remedy. What these evils are will be seen from 
the enclosed confidential invitation, prepared by Samuel M. Hopkins, 
Esq., of Albany, when I was in that city, and distributed among the 
most respectable gentlemen there, that they might assemble, and 
receive the development of facts, and see the implements of 
mischief. 

^ Since I returned to Boston, a Prison Discipline Society has been 
formed. The constitution, list of officers, and account of its origin 
are enclosed. Under the patronage of this society, I have visited die 
Penitentiaries in Granby, Connecticut, Auburn, New York, Windsor, 
Vermont, and Concord, New Hampshire, and many Jails between 
these places. Grentlemen who can be confided in have been favitsd 
to assemble and receive the development of facts, in Albany, Utica, 
Auburn, Canandaigua, and Bochester, New York, in Massachuaette 
and Vermont. 

^* It is felt that the evils are enormous, and it is a &ct demanding 
gratitude to Grod, that, now the evils are so great, a great good is 
gained to the world in the construction and discipline of the Prison at 
Auburn, New York. In this Prison nearly all the great evils of the 
Penitentiary system are excluded. As an example, it will be in 
Prison discipline like the application of steam in naTigalion-**-an 
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inculeukUe good to the wodd. The man who gave the plan of the 
buildup is worthy of great honor, and the gentleman now liviog at 
Sing Sing, superintending the erection of the new Prison at that 
place, who has done so much to make the discipline what it is at 
Auburn, is a wonderful man in this department of human afiairs. 

"Three simple principles are observed in this establishment, viz. : 
first, to lodge the men in separate cells ; second, to preserve the same 
relative position among the prisoners when lodged in their cells, when 
marching to their meals, when sitting at the table, and when working 
in their shops ; third, to cut off all communication between the pris- 
oners by day and by night. They are told to keep their ears open 
and theur mouths '^nt In this way, that which would otherwise 
be a school of vice becomes a silent, busy, and (so far as an excln* 
sk>nof positive and open iniquity renders it ao) a virtuous peculation. 
There is no profaneness, no intemperance, no gambling, no instruc- 
tion in ike arts of mischief, no miakifig false keys, no preparing 
counterfeit bills or coin, no combination in villany, no unnatural 
crime. This, then, is a great good ; the example is of great value. 

*' I have now given a brief outline of my proceedings since I wrote 
last to the managers of the Bible Society, in February. I shall be 
happy if it is gratifying and acceptable to them. It is my intention 
to prosecute the business till a ref(»*madon. is eWdciidd in the Priaon 
discipline of the United States ; but as union is strength, it has been 
thought necessary to change the mode of operation, and therefore 
the rrison Discipline Society was formed, and I entered upon the 
duties of the office assigned me in that society, on the 1st of July. 
My statement of receipts, expenses, salary, &c., while engaged in the 
service on the plan proposed and approved by the Bible Society, is 
subjoined.'* 



CORRESPONDENCE ON HOUSES OF REFUGE. 

The following correspondence will show the kind of inter- 
est which is taJfien by this society in Houses of Refuge for 
Juvenile Delinquents, and the manner in which labor is per- 
foimed to build them np and promote their best ^ood. 

The first comiiiitnieatk>n oonsists of a seiies of interrogato- 
ries from Air. Tamttr, snpemtendent of an institation called 
the Philanthropic, in London, England. 

The second is an extract of a letter to the chairman of 
the Board of CommisjBioners, Hon. H. J. Anderson, of Belfast, 
Maine, on the location and structure of the Maine House 
of Refuge. 

The third is a letter from the superintendent of the Bos- 
ton Farm School, on Thompson's Island, showing, among 
other things of importance, the degree of health and life 
enjoyed in thjat institution fcNr many years. 
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Thefonrth is the fint ciicalar issoed which sought infor- 
matioii concemiog the necessity of a State Refonn School 
in Massachusetts, and two original letters from the late 
lamented president of the Prison Discipline Society, Hon. 
Theodore Lyman, who was then the unknown benefactor of 
the State Reform School at Westboro', Massachusetts. 

The fifth is a series of letters concerning the Rhode Island 
Honse of Refuge, toaching its early history ; and also a let- 
ter from the present superintendent, showing most satisfBLC- 
torily its workings. 

The sixth is a letter introductory concerning the early 
beginnings of the House of Refuge in Connecticut 

The seventh is a letter firom the presid^it of the House of 
Refuge in Rochester, New York. 

The eighth is a series of letters concerning the House of 
Refuge in New Jersey. 

The ninth is a short letter concerning a House of Refuge 
in Washington, District of Columbia. 

LUerrogatariesfrom Mr: Turner^ of London^ England^ concerning 
Houses ofRefugCy and Asylums for JuoanU DdinquaUs, 

1. When were the Asylums foonded — At New York ? At Boston ? 
At Philadelphia ? 

2. What is the description of the children admitted into them ? 
Are they only vagrants, and friendless and disorderly ? or are they 
such as have committed any serious faults ? 

3. What is the condition of their admission? — a resolution only 
of the directors, or a judge's or magistrate's recommendation ? 

4. How are they supported ? by grants from the government, or 
by local taxation, or by voluntary coutributioiis ? 

5. Do the children pay any thing ? or are the parents, &c., in any 
way responsible for their maintenance ? 

6. Is any inquiry made as to what has led to and caused the 
child's crimes and destitution ? 

7. If the parents appear to have neglected the child and deserted 
it, are they punished, or in any way called to account ? 

8. How long does the child usually remain in the institution ? 

9. Between what limits of age are children admissible ? 

10. How are they provided for on leaving ? 

11. By what means, and under what legal authority, are the chil- 
dren kept in the Asylum ? 

12. If they run away, can they be reclaimed, and are they taken 
in again? 

13. Have the parents or friends power to withdraw them from the 
Asylum ? 

14. Are the employments any where agricultural ? 

15. Are the children allowed holidays, or leave of absence from 
the Asylums ? 
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16. Are the Asylums regulated by private individuals ? or does the 
state or the city magistracy exercise any control over the discipline, 
or over the expenditure ? 

17-. Have the elder children, in all cases, separate sleeping cells ? 

18. When separately accommodated at night, as at Boston, do they 
acoupy separate ceZ2s, or berths separated by screens ? 

19* How many officers are employed? What proportion does 
their number bear to that of the children ? 

20. If of different religious persuasions, how is thair religious inr 
struction managed ? 

21. In cases of serious misconduct, are they expelled, or can they 
be sent to a House of Correction ? 

22. Is any surveillance exercised over them afler leaving the 
Asylum ? 

23. Are the children under close superintendence? or, during 
the hours of recreation, or at any other time, are they left to them- 
selves ? 

24. Are the masters, &c., so distributed among them as that each 
is responsible for a certain particular section of the children ?. or are 
they all engaged, without any special distinction in their general 
management and education ? 

25. Do the children all live together ? or are they divided into sepa^ 
rate wards ? 

26. Does the system of the four classes (the second being the pro- 
bationary) obtain at New York and Philadelphia, as well as at Boston ? 

27. What is the greatest number in any of the Asylums ? 

28. Is there felt to be any necessity for restricting the number, in 
each separate asylum, within a certain limit ? or could the system 
adopted embrace 100, 200, or any larger number ? 

29. Are the masters prepared or trained? From, what class of 
men are they chiefly taken ? Are men eligible who have served as 
soldiers and sailors ? 

30. Is any military discipline or exercise used for the regulation 
and organization of the children ? 

31. Is their instruction of any advanced character ^ 

32. Are the children usually anxious to be admitted, and willing to 
remain ? 

33. What is the average cost of the Asylum ? 

34. Do the children earn any thing in the shape of wages or 
rewards 7 

35. Are the parents and friends allowed to see them ? 

36. Are there any other Asylums besides those at Boston, New 
York, and Philadelphia ? 

D 
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HOUSE OF BEFUaE IN MAINE. 

Extract of a Letter to the Chairman of the Maine CommUsumers : 

^^ Hon. HuoH J. Anderson. 

" My Dear Sir, — In a letter just received from the secretary 
of state, in answer to one of inquiry, your name is first given on the 
commission for establishing and locating a House of Refuge for Juve- 
nile Delinquents, or a State Beform School. 

*^ Should you think it important to fix on your location before you 
think much of your plan of building, permit me to suggest some 
of those things which appear to me to claim great considerati<m, in 
deciding the question of location. 

'^ 1st. About one acre to each of any probable number of inmates, 
of good, fertile land, which may be easily tilled, which is pleasant and 
dry to walk upon, which is in a good degree certain to yield its 
increase, and which has - variety of woodlemd, tillage, meadow, pas- 
ture, and viariegated surface. 

^^ 2d. An abundant supply of unfailing, pure, and soft water, with 
head and fall to raise the same to any desirable elevation of the build- 
ing, for mechanical purposes, to wash, bathe, and drink, found on the 
premises, with right of control and undisputed title. 

" 3d. Stone of good quality for building, easily quarried, convenient, 
cheap, and of easy access, with an unfailing supply on the farm. It 
may be granite, limestone, or argillaceous slate ; it is not of so much 
consequence what kind of stone as what quality of the kind, and 
whether easily quarried, convenient of access, and unfailing in 
quantity. 

" 4th. Timber of all varieties — oak, pine, hickory, cedar, spruce, 
maple, chestnut — for building fences, for fuel, and for agricultural 
and mechanical purposes. 

*^ 5th. Clay for brick making, and good sand for mortar and building 
purposes. 

^' 6th. Proximity (one or two miles distant, neither more nor less) 
to an intelligent, enterprising, industrious, virtuous, and religious 
population ; where temperance, integrity, education, useful labor, 
progress in agriculture, horticulture, and the arts, as well as in reli- 
gion and morals, are the order of the day. 

^^ 7th. Facilities of communication by railroad or by steamboat, and 
by carriages on good roads, for persons and heavy articles. 

'^ 8th. Pleasant prospects of land, water, and wood ; of sea or river ; 
of mountain and lake ; of springs and running brooks ; whatever is 
attractive and pleasant to the eye. 

" All these things, good in themselves, may not be found in one lo- 
cality ; but by sufHcient painstaking and search, it is surprising, and 
even wonderful, how many of them have been found together, and on 
what reasonable terms they have been bought, in the United States, 
within the last quarter of a century, to carry out the good purposes 
of an enlightened philanthropy concerning Houses of Refuge and 
Asylums. 
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*^ WishiDg you and your associates most gratifying success in ob- 
taining a good location, and a better plan of building than has yet 
been carried out for a State Reform School, I am your friend and 
obedient servant. 

** P. S. When I saw the House of Refuge for Juvenile Delin- 
quents in New York city 25 years ago, it consisted of 11 boys, in a 
private house, under the care of Joseph Curtis, a Friend. Since that 
time, it has received more than 5000 boys and girls, and apprenticed 
more than 3000; many of whom are reformed, and are now respecta- 
able, self-supporting men and women, with families, and often return 
to the institution on the Sabbath, with their families, to acknowledge 
it as the place of their redemption from vice and crime, and their 
restoration to respectability, usefulness, and comfort. 

" And, what is very remarkable, the mortality of these children 
while they remained in the House was not one per cent, annually on 
the whole population of the house. 

" Frequently, out of two or three hundred, not one would be found 
sick and in the hospital. 

"The institutions of this kind have been examples of health, 
industry, and improvement to private families." 

" Bblpast, October 5, 1850. 
" Dear Sir, — 

" Your letter of the 1st instant is received. In reply, I would 
inform you that the commissioners for the establishment of a Reform 
School in this state will be in Boston on Wednesday of next week, 
(19th,) proposing to go from thence to the institution at Westboro', 
in Massachusetts. I shall probably ffeach Boston, myself, on Monday 
evening, and shall be for the next two days at the Adams House, in 
that city. My two colleagues will also be there, and any further 
suggestions you may be inclined to offer in reference to the subject, 
may be addressed personally to the commissioners while there. 

" Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

" H. J. Anderson." 



Letter from the Superintendent of the Farm School on Thompson's 
Islandy in Boston Harbor ^ State of Massachusetts. 

" Boston Fabm School, May 24, 1851. 
" Dear Sir, — 

" In answer to your several inquiries respecting this institu- 
tion, I would state that the number of pupils is limited to 100 ; that 
being as many as we can accommodate. 

•* The number of boys here January 1, 1849, was 85 ; January 1, 
1850, 89 ; and January 1, 1851, 97. The present number is 94, sev- 
eral having recently been sent to places in the country. 

'^ During the year 1850, 50 boys were admitted and 42 leA the 
institution. Of the latter number, 24 returned to their friends, and 18 
were apprenticed to farmers and mechanics. None deserted. 

XX 
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" The interrogatories relative to ^ expiration of sentence ' and being 
^ lemored by courts ^ will not apply to this school, as no boys are 
received here by sentence of court. 

^^ I am unable to give you an account of the expenses and receipts, 
of the establishment, as the accounts do not pass through my hands, 
but are kept by the treasurer. 

" No estimate has ever been made of the boys' labor. Their 
employment, when not in school, consists in labor on the farm, and 
in domestic duties about the house. The number thus employed 
varies as their services are more or less needed, and according to the 
season of the year. It is seldom that more than one fifth of their 
number are at work at the same time. 

"When employed, their hours, of labor are between 7 and 12 
o'clock in the forenoon, and 1 and 6 in the aAemoon. 

" The hours of instruction are from 8 to 12 A. M., and from 2 to 6 
P. M., in summer ; and from 9 to 12, and from 2 to near sunset, in 
winter, with an evening school of about two hours. 

" They rise about sunrise, make their beds, and wash ; then repair 
to the school room, where selections from the Scripture and a prayer 
are read. The evening is closed with the same religious exercise. 

''' During the summer months, some person interested in Sabbath 
schools is generally here to address them on the Sabbath. When this 
does not occur, a sermon, with the usual accompanying exercises, is 
read to them in the forenoon, and a Sunday school kept in the after- 
noon. 

" No death has occurred on the island since August, 1845, which 
is the only time when a physician has been sent for on account of 
sickness among the boys for n^rly ten years. 

^* Under Providence, we consider this in some measure owing to a 
healthy location, a simple but wholesome diet, exercise in the open 
air, and good veniilation. Yours sincerely, 

"Robert Morrison.'* . 

Important Circular Letter (such as should he issued in every State 
where there is not a House of Refuge for Juvenile Delinquents) 
concerning the Want and Necessity rfsuch an Institution, 

^ BostOF, Febmaiy 20, 1846. 
" Sir, — 

" The joint special committee of the legislature to whom 
has been committed the subject of ^' A State Institution for the Ref- 
ormation of Juvenile Offenders," are desirous to obtain information iu 
regard to the nature of the evil thus sought to be remedied, its extent, 
and the best mode in which the remedy can be applied. It is supposed 
that cases are constantly occurring which come under the notice of the 
Court of Common Pleas, Police Courts, justices of the peace, and keep- 
ers of the Jails and Houses of Correction, in which children are charged 
with offences against the laws of the commonwealth, or good morals, 
at an age so tender that education is a better appliance than punish^ 
ment. it is also supposed that our Jails and Houses of Correction 



41 TWENTY-SIXTH BBPORT— 1861. 691 

are entirely unsuitable and improper places to which to send these 
children for such a purpose. 

^'With a view to obtain the desired information, the committee 
respectfully request you to send them, at your earliest convenience, 
answers to the following questions, or such of them as you may be 
able to answer ; together with any other information on the subject 
which yoo^ may choose to communicate. 

^^ 1. What numberof hojs under the age of sixteen has been, to 
your knowledge, in the city of Boston, during the year 1845, convict- 
ed and sentenced to fine and imprisonment for any offence against 
the law? 

^^ 2. What number under the age of ten ? 

^* 3. For what oflfences have these convictions taken place ? 

^^ 4. Do omissions to prosecute for offences, or acquittals, or dis- 
agreements of juries, often happen, in consequence of the apparent 
disproportion between the punishment provided by law for the ofience 
and the youth and neglected and friendless condition of the ofienders ? 

^^ 5. Are there any suitable accommodations in the Jails and 
Houses of Correction in your county for the restraint, instruction, and 
reformation of juvenile offenders ? 

^' 6. In your opinion, can such accommodation be convenientiy and 
properly furnished within, or in connection with, such Jails or Houses 
of Correction ? 

**• 7. If further provisions of law are necessary for this class of 
offenders, would a state institution, or smaller establishments, in the 
several counties, be preferable ? 

'^ 8. To what crimes or offences should the power to sentence to a 
House of Reformation for Juvenile Ofienders be extended ? 

" 9. If the state should provide such an institution, what ideas can 
you suggest in regard to its plan, location, and management ? 

^* By order and on behalf of the committee. 
^^E. BocKwooD Hoar, Chairman.^^ 



Letters from G-eneral Lyman^ late President of this Society^ the then 
unknown Benefactor of the State Reform School at Wesiboro\ a few 
Days before his En^rkation on his last Voyage to Europe. 

** My Dear Sir, — 

^^ I am obliged to go to Europe, and I shall probably be 
absent ten or twelve months. I shall embark the 12th of the next 
month. Will you allow me to ask if you are acquainted with M. De 
Tocqueville, and do you feel authorized to give a letter of introduc- 
tion to him ? If so, one would be of great service to me, and I should 
feel very much obliged to you for it. My journey is one of neces- 
sity, or I should by no means go. I expect to be at home in May 
next. Truly your friend, 

** Theodore Ltman. 

^ BsooKLiKB, June 19, 1848.*' 



" I received, yesterday, the letters of mtpoduetion for MM. 
De Beftutnont and De Tocquevitie. I am exceedingly obliged to you 
for them, and I hare no doubt but that they will prove of great value 
to me. 

'^ I hope to return before the next annual meeting of the Prison 
Discipline Society, or, at any rate, about that time. My son will have 
authority fVom me to continue, at the usual time, my annual subecrip- 
don of $100. 

*^ I tfnay get abroad information ^t wilt prove of use to the cause. 
If so, it will be at your service. 

'^ I have asked for a letter to Colonel Jebb, which I suppose will 
be all that I i^all need in the way of prisons, for £ngland. I however 
thank you kindly for your offer for that country and for Germany, but 
into the latter I shall not go. 

•* And now, ftiy ^end, good-by, and may God bless you and the 
Muse in which you are engaged. 

« Truly and fkithfVilly yours, 

** Theodore Ltxan. 

** Bbooklinb, Jane 23, 1848.'* 

Greneral Lyman died a few weeks after his return from Eu- 
rope ; was very feeble when he came on shore from the ship ; 
was able to see a few only of his friends ; and departed to 
receive, we believe, a great reward. By donations before his 
death, and by bequests afterwards, be gave $72,500 to the 
State Farm ScbooL These letters show, by inference, inci- 
dentally, what he probably let no one know in any other 
way, one great design he h^ in view in his last voyage to 
Europe, viz., to see what could be done for juvenile delin- 
quents, and how it could be done in the best manner. It 
was just like him, not to " let his right hand know " about it ; 
and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus Christ, which 
he uttered from the cross to a beloved disciple, ^^ Feed my 
latnbs^ Our departed friend remembered these words. The 
institution at Westhofo\ with 300 poor boySy is his memorial. 

Here in his farewell letter, we have, at the close, under his 
own hand and seal, his friendly recognition and his parting 
blessing. To be called friend bv such a man, and to receive 
his blessing, and bis blessing on the cause in which we are en- 
gaged, is enough for the present* 
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letter from Amasa Mantofiy concerning Hduse of Refuge in Rhode 

Island, 

"Fhiladblphia, May 19, 1849. 

" Dear Sir, — 

^* I have been from home some days past, and your letter of 
15th instant has been sent to me here by our folks in Providence. I 
am unable to give you information of any consequence relative to the 
inquiries you make about the estate purchased by our city authorities, 
with a view of making a House of Refuge or Correction of the same. 

*^ It has been occasionally noticed in the newspapers how much we 
are needing a place of this sort, where young offenders might be 
placed for reformation, and where the vicious poor may be placed 
separately from the virtuous and well-meaning poor of the city. The 
matter has been agitated in our city council from time to time, and 
some endeavors made to get up individual action, by some few of 
our citizens ; but I think there has not, so far, been much thought given 
to it by our leading men. Our situation on the great thorough&re 
of travel between New York and Bpston is throwing upon us such a 
crowd of miserable creatures, that the necessity of such an establish- 
ment is forcing itself upon us, and the city authorities just find it out ; 
but it takes time to bring it home to the people generally. 

" On my return, I ^\\\ endeavor to get at the information you desire, 
which can be done at once by inquiry of our worthy mayor, Hon. 
Thomas M. Burgess, who knows all about it. I cannot say how 
soon I shall be in Providence, as I intend going into the mountain- 
ouB^ coal region next week. Meantime, if you feel desirous of get- 
ting early knowledge of the matter, I would suggest to you to write 
Mr. Burgess, and if you are unacquainted with him, just mention my 
reference, and he will answer you and give correct accounts, as he 
will duly appreciate your motives in finding out what we are about 
in the matter. It is rather a dull state of times in our quarter to get 
up projects for spending money, and I doubt if much can be done in 
that way just now ; but when a change comes round, (as changes 
naturally do,) it must be a prominent charity, in my judgment, that 
will commend itself to all men of reflection. 

" With respectful regard, your friend, 

" Amasa Mantow." 



Letters from one of the Committee concerning a euitahle Man to 
be Superintendent of the House of Refuge in Providence^ Rhode 

Island. 

*^ Fkovidbkob, July 3, 1850. 
" Dear Sir,— 

" I will be greatly obliged to you — if you can do so without 
too much trouble to yourself — to advise us how to proceed to procure 
a suitable superintendent (male) for the Providence Reform School. 
An experienced and competent one seems to me very desirable^ in 
the commencement, to attend to the arrangements of the rooms, &c., 

XX 2 
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&c., as well as to the police. The trustees are desirous of estab- 
lishing it on a most efficient basis at the outset. W<3 do not know 
what salaries are paid to such officers, and while we must closely 
economize, we must pay what valuable services would command in 
other institutions. Bespectfully yours, 

" Wm. S. Patten." 

" Pboyidbnob, May 23, 1850. 
« Dear Sir, — 

" A committee of the Trustees of the Providence Reform 
School propose to visit Boston, to-morrow, to visit some kindred 
institutions, and would be glad to see you, to make some inquiries, 
^. I therefore take the liberty to write you, in order that, if not 
asking too much, you may be at leisure to see them. 

" Respectfully yours, 

"• Wm. S. Patten, 

One of the Trustees.^^ 



(C 



Letter from the Gentleman recommended to the Committee as a suit' 

able Person to he Superintendent of the House of Refuge in 

Rhode Island, 

"Hahtfobd, Angast 15, 1850. 

" Dear Sir, — 

" I have received from the trustees of the school about to be 
established m the city of Providence, called the ' Providence Reform 
School,' the appointment of superintendent, and it is their wish that I 
should enter upon the work of preparing the building, and making 
arrangements for the reception of those for whom it was designed, as 
soon as practicable. 

" With a view to prepare myself for the more efficient discharge 
of such duties as will arise from this (to me) new field of labor, I 
propose to visit similar institutions established in other places ; and 
as you have long interested yourself particularly in this sphere of 
philanthropy, I design first to call upon you, that from you I may 
obtain some chart for the more successful carrying out my purpose. 

" I now intend to visit Boston the early part of next week. Should 
any thing call you away at that time, please inform me at your 
earliest convenience, and thus lay me under renewed obligations. 

*' Very respectfully your friend and servant, 

" James M. Talcott. 

" P. S. Please address me at Hartford." 



Letter from the Gentleman recommended, after his Appointment. 

" Froyidenob Refobm School, 
Pboyid,£NCS, Maj 13, 1851. 



" Dear Sir, — 

" Yours of a recent date, making inquiries concerning our 
institution, is before me. I will briefly reply. 

^' Our institution was opened for the reception of boys on the first 
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dajr of November, 1850, and from that date they have been committed 
80 follows, viz. : 5 in November, 3 in December, 4 in January, 5 in 
February y 5 in March, and -6 in April. Whole number, d8 ; all of 
whom are now with us — none having been discharged, escaped, 
died, apprenticed, returned to parents, or otherwise disposed of. 

Of these, 8 were 17 years old ; 7, 16 ; 2, 15 ; 3, 14 ; 2, 13 ; 2, 
12 ; 2, 10 ; and 2, 8, when committed ; 20 were bom in Rhode Isl'- 
and, 2 in Massachusetts, 1 in New York, 1 in the West Indies, 2 in 
Ireland, and 1 in Scotland. 15 were committed for theft, 3 for bur* 
glary, 3 for vagrancy, 3 for violent assault, 2 for breaking windows 
and otherwise injuring public building, 3 by request of parevts or 
guardians, being by them unmanageable. 

^* The following division of time has been adopted in ovr daily 
pursuits, viz. : seven and one half hours for work, five hours ftnr 
school, two and one half hours for meals and recreation, and one 
hour for religious exercises. 

'* We have four exercises on the Sabbath. The fivst, reading of 
Seariptures; second, study of Scriptures and Sabbath school lesscms; 
third, reading from interesting books of instruction to the young ; 
fourth, lecture, remarks, ^c Singing and prayer are mingled with 
^eacb exercise, and the family join in the first and fourth, as also in 
the daily devotions. One exercise each SaUoatfli is conductod by 
the assistant superintendent — the remaining three by the superin- 
tendent 

"The hours allotted to work have thus far been occupied in 
making the various articles needed in the institution — as jackets, 
pants, shirts, stockings, caps, bedsteads, beds, sheets, comfortables, 
pillows, &c., &c. Also in cooking, washing, ironing, and all other 
necessary house work — nearly all of which, both for the school 
and family departments, has been done by the boys ; who have also 
compieted enough of the above-named articles foi present use, be- 
sides quite a stock which is on hand for future use. Some 10 or 12 
of the boys are now employed from 5 to 7 hours per day in garden-* 
ing, upon the ^ Dexter Asylum Farm,' about three fourths of a mile 
distant from our institution. 

" The day school has been attended with encoura^g results. Of 
the number received, 11 could neither read nor write, and a majority 
of the remainder could read but indifferently* All but two are able 
now to read with us in the Scriptures, as is our custom at our daily 
devotions ; and the majority are making commendable improvement 
in writing, arithmetic, geography, 62c. The text books and course 
adopted are nearly the same as those of the public achools of 
the city. 

^* Our discipline is chiefly moral rather than physical, and from the 
commencement we have endeavored to preserve, as nearly as possi- 
ble, a system of what perhaps might properly be termed ^ family dis- 
cipline ^'-*> pausing each one to feel that he has a personal interest in 
the welfare of all the boys, and, in fact, in all other matters which 
concern us generally. We strive to instil the feeling that all things 
used in common belong to them, and that they have an interest in 
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preserving them from injury, &c. ; and they speak of them as otfr«, 
with that familiarity common to those in the ^ homes of their parents.^ 
£ach one is permitted his 'sanctum,^ where he may deposit what 
personally belongs to him, and feel that it will be safe from intrusion. 

^' Our punishments are loss of grade, (that system having been 
adopted with very happy effect,) standing in some secluded part of 
the room for reflection, or shutting them in their rooms, (which, by 
the way, are large and airy, accommodating three boys each, on 
separate beds,) privation of conversation, of play, of work, of regular 
food, or of one meal entirely. In but one or two instances have we 
found it necessary to pursue any other course. 

'* Most of the boys have made use of tobacco, — many of them 
both chewing and smoking, — <• and more than half of them of intoxi- 
cating drinks to a greater or less extent. Nearly all confess them- 
selves to have been addicted to profanity, lying, and kindred vices. 
Still, their readiness and apparent desire to abandon these habits, their 
contentment, cheerfulness, and I might say happiness, as well as the 
interest they manifest in our various pursuits, and their personal im- 
provement, give us much encouragement to hope that the apparent 
change so sensibly manifest in several of them now will be lasting, 
and that many, if not all of them, will become useful and respectable 
citizens, and, what is more desirable, real Christians. 

** Truly your friend and servant, 

^^ James M. Talcott, Superintendent.^^ 



Letter from the Chairman of Committee on Home of Refuge in 

Connecticut. 

^ Nbw Hatsn, March 18, 1850. 

" Dear Sir, — 

^^ We are moving for the establishment of a Reform School 
for Juvenile Offenders in Connecticut. An executive committee, of 
which I am chairman, has been appointed, to bring the matter in 
proper shape, and after suitable preparation of the public mind, before 
the legislature. We wish to prepare an address, to be widely dissem- 
inated among the people of the state, as soon as possible. In order 
to do that, we need some documents which are not within our reach. 
We wish particularly the ^ Documents relating to the State Reform 
School,' especially the address of Hon. £. Washburn, mentioned on 
the 337th page of your last report. 

^^ Please send them by the bearer, if he finds you ; and if he does 
not find you, please send them to me by express or mail, as early as 
you can, as we^have no time to lose. Please send, also, two or three 
copies of your last annual report, and any other documents which will 
be of service to us. 

" Truly yours, 

' « S. W. S. DUTTON.** 
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Extract of a Letter from the President of the House of Refuge^ 

Western New York, 

"BocHESTBB, May 19, 1851. 
" Dear Friend, — 

" Our institution for the reform of boys is progressing. The 
boys are daily improving, and I trust the improvement is of a perma- 
nent character. We have 112. Our new building is nearly ready 
for occupancy, which will give us ample room for 220 or 230. 

*' Very truly and affectionately yours, 

" Frederick F. Backus.'* 

Letter from Princeton, concerning a House of Refuge in New 

Jersey. 

" Pbihcbtok, July 10, 1850. 
" Dear Sir,— 

" I yesterday received your letter and accompanying par- 
cel, despatched on the 6th. 

" My long absence from New Jersey has left me somewhat less 
informed on state subjects than I hope to be, and a temporary indis- 
position keeps me from going abroad just now. 

'^ I have sent your three sets of valuable documents to the three 
commissioners for building the new House of Refuge at Kingston. 
One of them, Charles Steadman, is a builder of this place. Thomas 
Lavender, near Kingston, is a Friend, long a master of a Liverpool 
packet Samuel McClure, of Trenton, a brewer of large business, is 
the third. 

^' I will request one of these persons to send you some printed 
report which may answer your inquiries. I will also proffer, in your 
name, those valuable services which you place at their disposal. 
Should further occasion justify it, I will write accordingly. My indi- 
vidual influencie with the persons concerned is, however, no doubt 
much inferior to what yours would be, in the way of direct address. 

^'Captain Lavender is a retired farmer, who perhaps gives more 
time to reading than is usual; a seemingly judicious, quiet, and 
benevolent man. With friendly and Christian regards, very truly 
yours." 

Letters from the Chairman of the Commissioners for building the 

House of Refuge in New Jersey, 

" EiNOSTON, Au^st 15, 1850. 
*' Dear Sir,— 

" The commissioners are anxious to have a sight of your 
plan for the House of Refuge for the State of New Jersey. They 
have not seen any building (in their tour) that they would like to 
copy as a whole. The governor is to be in Trenton on the 20th, and 
will remain two or three days. We should like to have yours prior 
to the above date, to compare with what we think we need. 
^ It is necessary to have the foundation laid this autumn. 

^^ In behalf of the commissioners, yours truly, 

"Thomas Lavender." 
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''Fbocgbtoh, V«bnuu7 13) 1851. 

" My Dear Sir, — 

'^ Your welcome letter came to hand this day, and brought 
you vividly to our minds, as we had the pleasure of yoiv company 
last summer. Your reports are now the weapons with Which I have 
to battle the cause against those that try to abandon the object on 
account of the cost. 

" It is now that your reports, and those from the House of Refuge, 
come in play, with the statistics so well arranged and concise. The 
plan that is adopted and approved by the government is a centre build- 
ing and wings. The wings 125 feet long and 50 wide. The inte- 
rior of them like your plan, with an area of 13 to 14 feet on the sides, 
and 10 at the ends. So far very good. The building (the centre) 
will be three stories ; wings like yours. It is, to my eye, of suitable 
proportions, and will be a credit and ornament to the state. I am 
obliged for the information respecting the fastening, and will consult 
with our architect. We have the lightest and simplest door I have 
seen any where, for our cells, and a strong fastening that cannot be 
picked, which I cannot well describe. We have contracted for all 
the work. Sincerely yours, 

"Thomas Lavender.'' 



^^TRatCBTOnTf May 16, 1651. 

" Dear Sir, -- 

^ I received your note some days since, and should have 
answered sooner, but have been engaged with my farm and the 
House of Refuge. There is not much to say since your last notice 
of the House of Refuge in your annual report* The only remark 
that I can give you is, that it is progressing. We have all the foun- 
dations of centre building and west wing to the surface, and some 
above — laid with three vaults, for fuel and stores—* finished and cov^ 
ered in ; they project in the rear of the building. Some of our foun- 
dation walls are as hi^ as 9 feet to the surface, and down to 5. We 
have already laid over 1900 perches of stone, besides brick for vaults. 
We are working upon the first appropriation, which I think will bring 
it up to the top of the water table, when the commissioners will notify 
the contractors that the sum appropriated is exhausted, aiid if they 
conclude to go on, it will be at their own risk. That was the condi- 
tion on which we commenced the work this spring. The opposition 
were not able to carry their bill to abandon — the two houses disa- 
greeing ; the senate passing a bill, with $30,000, to go on, the lower 
house passing a bill to abandon and sell the material ; and thus it 
was left. We continue to act under the law as passed the previous 
session. I think it will be continued, as far as the centre and one wing 
are concerned, and when it gets into operation, with an influential 
board of managers from different parts of the state, there will be no 
difficulty. 

^'It will be retarded a year, and the cause will sufier for that 
time. I am inclined to think it is all for the best. The friends of 
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the cause do not let a single conviction of juveniles pass without show- 
ing the necessity of such an institution, and I have noticed more of 
the kind lately than for years past. I believe it to be a just and right- 
eous cause, and must prevail ; difficulties seem to vanish as we 
proceed. I remain yours truly, 

" Thomas Lavender." 



LeUer concerning House of Refitge in Washington^ D. C, 

" Washikoton, December 5, 1850. 
*'Dear Friend, — 

'* In the Courier of yesterday it is stated that 

have offered a lot of land, and $10,000 in money, to the city of 
Washington, or to the United Slates, for the erection of a House 
of Refuge. Yours truly, 

"G. J. F. Bryant." 



Cincinnati House of Refuge, 

"Cincinnati, May 16, 1851. 
*' Dear Sir,— 

'* Your request for the documents connected with our insti- 
tution is cheerfully complied with. I send you a copy of our rules 
and regulations, together with a copy of the address at the opening. 
We have not yet published an annual report, as we have been in 
operation only about six months. We have now 87 inmates, 69 boys 
and 18 girls. We are succeeding quite as well as we expected. 
Should you require any further information than that furnished by 
the documents I have the pleasure to send you, I shall be happy 
to furnish it by letter. Respectfully, 

" RuFus Hubbard, Superintendent.'*'* 



CORRESPONDENCE ON PENITENTIARIES, &c. 

"PKoriDBNCB, B. I., February 9, 1850. 

** Dear Sir, — 

" I have your favor of 8th instant. One of the members 
of the General Assembly tells me they will be in session all next 
week, without doubt 

" An appropriation of $10,000 has been made for enlarging the 
Prison, (County Jail,) and 1 have no doubt you will be in time to con- 
fer with the committee on Tuesday. 

" Very truly yours^ 

"A. Manton." 

This letter resulted in an invitation to appear, and in 
appearing, before the governor and both branches of the legis- 

4 E 
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lature, with plans and estimates, and the reeommejidatioa of 
a plan for the extension of the State Prison in Ehode Islandi 
which was afterwards adopted. 



Letters concerning the Mode of proceeding in the early History of the 

Albany Penitentiary. 

" Albaht, May 26, 1849. 

" My Dear Sir,— 

'^ I will try to give you some information concenuDg thisBiaall 
establishment, in reply to }^our8 of the 12th, from which you may be 
able to select some facts, if you desire to do so. We commenced 
building July, 1845. April, 1846, we had the male wing so far fin- 
ished, that we were able to confine the prisoners there at night, while 
we were building the centre building and south wing. All the labor 
and some of the mechanical operations connected with the building 
have been performed by the prisoners. 

'^ No report has been published to this date. About 1000 prisoners 
have been committed to this Prison during the three past years, sen- 
tenced from 30 days to 2 years ; the larger portion are sentenced for 
a term of 6 months. We have averaged, the past year, about 150. 
We have had little or no sickness for the most part of the time, and 
but one death the past year. 

*'* Our expenses are about 81000 per month, including salaries, 
wages, and living of officers. About one half of this is drawn from 
the county treasury, and the other half is derived from the labor of 
the prisoners, which constitutes our entire cash earnings — a part of 
our prisoners being engaged in grading the grounds, building, 6sc. 

" The inspectors receive nothing for their services, but the honor 
and thanks of the public. The salary of the superintendent is $1250 
per annum and living ; deputy keeper, $500 and board ; 3 assistants, 
$300 and board ; 3 watchmen, 8200 and board ; 1 matron, 8200, and 
1 assistant matron, 8150, and board; physician, 8200; chaplain, 
8100. 

" We now have contracts with two or three counties and the city 
of Troy, to receive their prisoners. My opinion is, that within a few 
years District Prisons will be established throughout the state, and a 
large portion of the youth and young men now sent to Auburn, Sing 
Sing, and Clinton will be confined in these District Penitentiaries. 
There are too many convicts to be well managed in the two first- 
named Prisons ; and as to the other one, it will answer for one of our 
District Prisons, even should the making of iron be abandoned. We 
have had a few men committed here, whom 1 have considered and 
treated as insane. We have had no escapes from the Prison proper, 
and but one who escaped while building, that we did not apprehend ; 
there has been no attempt of late. 

^^ I am about commencing a new range of workshops, which I 
4ihaU have ready for use early in the fall ; and 1 am convinced that 
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when we Iiave oar establishment done, and the lands well graded, 
we shall have the best institution, for the money expended, that can 
be found in this or anj other country. 

" Yours truly, 

*^Amo$ Ptlsbttrt.'* 



" AzAJLVT, March S», 18S0. 

*« My Dear Sir, — 

'^ Your letter some weeks since, toother with the package 
of reports, came safely to hand. I had the name of the members of 
each house written upon the reports, and took them to the State House 
and saw them delivered. Lieutenant Governor Patterson desired me 
to remember him kindly to you. The reports appeared to be very 
acceptable. I shall send you with this a slip from a newspaper^ coa- 
taiaiog the names of the senators and members of the Assembly, so 
that should you wish to write to any of them, now or hereafter, you 
will have their address. 

'^ la regard to our little establishment, we are nftoviog along much 
as we used to do at Weathersfield, except that the shcNrt sentences 
trouble me ; but the public seem tothiak well of the management, 
discipline, . . • • . &c. ^ so I suppose I ought to be satisfied. 

^^ Our reports are not printed. I regret the delay ; but the board 
of supervisors directed that we should have plates showing the ground 
plan of the build ii^, together with each story ov section separately, 
with a view or picture of the main buildings, as also a history of the be- 
^uoning and progreaa of the establishment ; an4 the commissioners **- 
to obtain the plates for the above, anfl also for the chairman to fisd 
time to comply with the direction of the board — have caused the delay. 
We hope, however, in the course of the month of April, to be able to 
furnish you with a copy. Truly your friend, 

" Amos Pilsbitry. 

P. S. They are building a Penitentiary at Syracuse, just like ours. 



li 



From the Albany Argus. 

*' A Visit to the Penitentiary. — We regret that we were unar 
We to take part in the excursion to the Penitentiary, to which, at the 
invitation of the common council, the officers of the state departments, 
the members of the legislature, distinguished strangers, and the mem- 
bers of the press, were invited. The excursion was, we learn, a 
very pleasant one» the review of the premises most satisfactory 
and gratifying ; as was also, though in a different fashion, the 
repast which Mr. Pilsbury, the superintendent, spread before the 
guests. The interchange of speeches and sentiments was, of course, 
not forgotten. We gather from the Knickerbocker's report of the 
proceedings a gratifying incident : — 

** ' Mr. Dodge, of Birmingham, now of New York, being called on 
for a few remarks, stated that he had visited nearly alt the Prisons in 

YY 
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the old world, but he was convinced that the Albany Penitentiaiy 
was the Model Prison of the world.' 

'' Eight years ago, we believe it is, since a lady visited the Prisons 
and Almshouses of this county, and exposed a condition of neglect on 
the part of the magistracy, and of debasement and suffering in the pris- 
oners, that called down upon our city a sentence of universal con- 
demnation. But the evil was no sooner exposed than our citizens 
took steps to rectify it ; and eight years after our system was pro- 
nounced the opprobrium of the state, one of our institutions is pro- 
claimed by another, who has extended his visitations into neariy all 
the Prisons of the old world, to present a system of discipline not 
equalled in the whole range of institutions from Lisbon to St Peters- 
burg, from Newgate to the gates of Gibraltar. 

" We notice, in the Syracuse Journal of Tuesday, a report from the 
Hon. E. W. Leavenworth, George Geddes, Benjamin J. Cowles, H. 
G. Andrews, Greorge Comstock, John Townsend, and E. T. Hayden, 
(architect,^ to the supervisors of Onondaga county, stating that they 
had visitea the Albany Penitentiary, of which they speak highly, and 
advising the board of supervisors of Onondaga county to abandon 
the site chosen by it, and select a new one, at a distance from the 
city, and embracing an area of 10 or 12 acres — like the Albany 
institution. Mr. Cheney, of the Onondaga board, speaks of the disci- 
pline of Captain Pilsbury as * perfect — every thing in its place, and 
every man in his place.' 

"Acknowledgments of this character, from quarters which em- 
brace so wide a source of observation and comparison, must be 
gratifying to the very capable head of the institution, and to our 
citizens generally." 

From the Albany Journal, 

" We indorse every word which the Argus says of the Peniten- 
tiary and Captain Pilsbury : — 

" ' The Albany Penitentiary. — Yesterday, a large number of 
the members of the legislature, the mayor and common council, and 
citizens, with Professor Johnston and other gentlemen from abroad, 
accepted an invitation to visit this establishment. 

" ' At 5 P. M., the party started in sleighs, and arriving at the 
Penitentiary, were received by Mr. Pilsbury, the able and accom- 
plished superintendent, and by him and his assistants conducted 
through the establishment. 

'* ' We need not say that, in all its parts, they expressed their 
unqualified approval and admiration. In its plan, arrangement, and 
extent ; the beauty of its grounds and location ; the fine architectural 

taste displayed in the structure, and its admirable adaptation 

to its purposes ; the airiness and completeness of its working apart- 
ments ; the neatness of its cells ; its chapel ; the regard to the health 
and well-directed labor of the inmates ; and the order and cleanliness 
throughout, — it is a model establishment^ of which our county and 
city may be justly proud. 
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** ' The number of convicts now within the walls of the Peniten- 
tiary is about two hundred ; and the avails of their labor will here- 
after, it is believed, meet its expenses. 

** * After partaking of an entertainment, served up in a very hand<- 
«ome manner, in the apartments of the superintendent, the party took 
leave. 

*^ * The county was fortunate in their building committee, under 
whose auspices this large and noble structure was planned and car- 
ried forward to completion a year or two since, it has not been leas 
fortunate in its superintendent, to whose skill and experience it was 
so much indebted in the construction of the building, and to whose 
able and judicious management it owes its practical superiority. Mr. 
Pilsbury has no superior in this country, in the qualities adapted 
to his responsible position ; and no Penitentiary combines in a 
happier manner than this the humanities, as well as the practical 
utility, of a perfect Prison discipline.' *' 

From the Albany Express. 

** The Penitewtiart. — On Tuesday afternoon, the mayor and 
common council, accompanied by the state ofBcers, a large number 
of the members of both branched of the legislature, and several of 
our citizens, paid the Penitentiary a visit. Having arrived on the 
ground, whither they had been taken in Dexter's sleighs, they were 
warmly welcomed by the very gentlemanly superintendent, Captain 
Pilsbury. After a short time passed in agreeable converse between 
the different gentlemen in attendance. Captain P. signified his readi- 
ness to conduct them through the different apartments of the Prison. 
The first room visited was the chair-bottom manufactory ; the next 
the basket manufactory ; then into the establishment where the con- 
victs were covering bottles with willow twigs; and so into the ware 
room, where were large quantities of the articles just spoken of. All 
these apartments were as neat as ^the rooms of a Shaker village, 
(which are said to be the neatest ever met with,) were well warmed, 
and exhibited an air of comfort which must in part relieve the feel- 
ings of the criminals incarcerated within their walls. 

^* The whole company then passed into the main building, exam- 
ining the cells for both males and females, the hospitals for both 
sexes, the chapel, the work room of the females, the store rooms, the 
kitchen, and every thing pertaining to the establishment ; and it need 
not be said that they were highly pleased with the appearance of 
every thing which met their view. All admitted that there was no 
Penitentiary or Prison in the state which equalled it in point of man- 
agenent, arrangement, and discipline, and that they never had visited 
one which seemed so admirably conducted in every feature and 
respect. 

*^ Af^er the inspection had been gone through with, the company 
were introduced to the lady of the superintendent, who received them 
with cordiality, in the apartments of the main building, occupied by 
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Captain P. as a residence. After a short respite, the guests were 
feasted in the apartments below. 

^' It was one of those assemblages that we are not apt to meet, 
and therefore was greatly enjoyed by those present. As for Captaia 
Pilsbury, we but speak the sentiments of every one present on this 
occasion, or every one who ever visited the Penitentiary, when we 
say that he has, without exception, the Model Prison of this state. 
To his own personal attention and supervision are our citizens in- 
debted for the same, and to him may we award that praise which 
is his due. 

" There are now about 200 persons confined in the Penitentiary^ 
and it is thought that they will, by their labor, very nearly meet the 
expenses of the same for the present year.^ 
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Maryland Penitentiary, 

** Baltimore, May 6, 1831. 

" Dear Sir, — 

'* In reply to yours of the 2d, I have to inform you that the 
directors of this institution made only a brief business statement of 
the affairs thereof, last fall, to the executive of the state, on account 
of our legislature's having changed its sessions from annual to bien- 
nial. This report, in consequence of the legislature's not meeting 
last winter, has never been printed, and therefore we have had none 
to send to any of the Prisons, or Prison associations, in any part of 
the country. 

'^ In regard to our Sabbath school, we have none at this time among 
the males, and no regular one among the females* We are visited, 
however, every Sabbath, by an association of Quaker ladies, who 
diligently instruct the female convicts in lessons of morality, honesty, 
/eligion, and also in the primary branches of an English education, 
as far as they are able to do it. The males are regularly visited by 
ministers of several religious denomuiations, who have their classes 
among them. Conspicuous among these ministers stands the Rev. 
Dr. Wm. E. Wyatt, of the Protestant Episcopal Church, who has a 
large class, to whose mental^ moral, and religious improvement he 
most sedulously devotes himself. Every prisoner, male or female, 
who desires pastoral visits or religious instruction, is always gratified ; 
and I may say, therefore, that the ' Christian friends,' to whom you 
make reference, are making their visits quite useful to the unfortu 
nate inmates of this Prison. 

" With great respect, I am, sir, 

" Your friend and obedient servant 

" Isaac M. Denson, PForden." 
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Georgia Penitentiary. 

" MiLLBDOSYiLUB, Ga., Maj 23, 1849. 

" Dear Sir, — 

" I received your letter a few days since, requesting a copy, 
or, rather, the last reports of the Penitentiary and Lunatic Asylum. 
I have enclosed one of the Penitentiary reports to you, and have 
requested Dr. Greene, the superintendent of the Lunatic Asylum, to 
send you one of his, which he promised to do, and no doubt will. I 
would be very thankful to you for copies of those documents you 
mentioned sending me ; likewise the rules governing your State 
Prison at Charlestown. I wrote on, last year, to the warden, for his 
discipline governing the institution ; but presume that he never re- 
ceived my letter, as I have received no answer. 

"Yours with regard, 

" Wm. W. Williamson, P. K. G. P.'' 

Copy of a Letter to Laurin Dewey ^ Esq.^ Warden of the Peniten- 

tiary^ Columbus^ Ohio, 

"Boston, February 28, 1851. 

" My Dear Sir, — 

" I have just received your special report. It makes me 
regret the more that I was absent when you was in Boston. I have 
read the report with much interest ; and as it is said a good writer is 
known by his conclusion, I will tell you what I think of your special 
report, so far as I understand the subject. You say, in your con- 
clusion, pp. 30, 31, and 32, ^ Without mental enlargement there 
can be no foundation on which to rear a moral superstructure.' 
Again, ' The appointment of teachers, (i. e., in Penitentiaries,^ to give 
instruction in the branches of a common school education,^ .... 
* would be of unquestionable utility.' ^ 

" In confirmation of these views, I agree with you and the author 
of Prison Discipline in America, who says no one improvement in 
Penitentiaries, which has ever been made, is more important than 
this ; not even the solitary night room. 

" Again you say, ^ An indiscriminate and too frequent use of the 
pardoning power is certainly to be deprecated.' So far as I know, 
from all that I have seen, this is true. All writers on the pardoning 
power agree in this. 

" You also say, ' When convicts are discharged, more ample pro- 
vision for them should be provided.' I am sure of this. 

" In that report, (i. e., the last Annual Report of the Ohio Peniten- 
tiary,) you say, finally, ' I also suggested the importance of establish- 
ing a House of Reformation .... for boys ; I here earnestly renew 
the suggestion for your consideration.' I pray you never to cease to 
give the results of your experience and observation on this subject, 
till the object is accomplished. 

" I understand the governor of Ohio has recommended this measure 
to the consideration and action of the legislature. The States of 
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Maine and New Jersey, and the city of BaHimore, are moving strong- 
ly on this subject. We have just made plans for Maine, which have 
been accepted and approved, for a state institution for 300 juvenile 
delinquents, at Portland. 

" The State of New Jersey ordered a plan, which they have adopt- 
ed so far as the dormitories and areas in the wings are concerned. 
The plan we have just furnished for the State of Maine is the most 
Studied, economical, and convenient that I have seen. We have just 
finished the drawings, and whether you regard economy, conven- 
ience, security, supervision, light, sunlight, air, distribution, concen- 
tration, or extension, so far as I can judge, it is very good. 

" Truly and respectfully your friend.'* 



* Ohio Pkihtentiabt, April 29, 1850. 
« Dear Sir, — 

" In your favor of the 15th of May last, you offered to send 
m6, *' if I would direct the way,' a ground view anti elevalion of the 
Boston New Jail ; a legislative document containing the proceedings 
of Massachusetts concerning the State Farm for Juvenile Delinquents ; 
also the Reports of the Prison Discipline Society, from No. 1 to 23, 
inclusive. I am extremely anxious to obtain those engravings and 
documents for my private use, and I think if you will leave them at 
the residence of Mr. John Tappan, of Boston, I shall be sure to get 
them. I reside at Ravenna, Portage county, when I am at home, at 
which place Mr. Tappan has a son, who often receives packages and 
boxes from his father. 

" Very respectfully yours, 

" Lauein Dewey. 

" P. S, The first opportunity I have I will send you a new book, 
just issued from the Cincinnati press — Menaorials of Prison Life, by 
Rev. James B. Finley, edited by B. F. Tefft, D. DJ 
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Letter from Iowa, 

" Iowa Penitektiast, February 20, 1850. 
** Dear Sir, — 

" Having been appointed superintendent of the Iowa Peni- 
tentiary, by the legislature, and finding the institution in a new and 
unfinished condition, and entirely destitute of any established busi- 
ness rules, regulations, or order, and having received a copy of your 
*24th Annual Report, of May last, through the politeness of General 
Dodge, our senator in Congress, and learning through it, that the 
convict labor of the Charlestown Prison, in your state, produces more 
profit to the state than any other Prison in the United States, and 
believing that it comes as near to what Penitentiaries are designed to 
be, and a place where the evil habits and practices of mankind can 
he corrected at their own expense, I wish you to inform me at what 
branch of business they are employed generally ; whether they are 
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worked by contract or by the state ; together with such other infor- 
mation as you may deem calculated to aid and assist me in the 
humane treatment and management of the unfortunate men under my 
charge. By so doing, you will lay me under many and lasting obli- 
gations. I am, sir, very respectfully yours. 

" A. H. Haskell, 

" Superintendent of Iowa Penitentiary ^ 



CORRESPONDENCE CONCERNING ASYLUMS FOR tHE INSANE. 

Original Inquiries concerning the Necessity of' a Second State 

Lunatic Hospital in Massachusetts, 

" Boston, July 17, 1848. 
" Dear Sir,— 

" At a meeting of the committee appoint^ by the legisla- 
ture, on the subject of ' Insanity,' (of which you have been apprised 
by a personal interview,) it was voted that I should address a few 
questions to yourself and others, in order that, from your knowledge 
and experience on this subject, they may be assisted in the discharge 
of the important duties assigned them. And as the committee will 
hold another meeting on the 1st day of August next, they would be 
pleased to have your answer before that time. 

" With respect, your obedient servant, 

" Charles Edward Cook.'* 

*' 1- From your knowledge of the condition of the insane in this 
commonwealth, do you think that further provision is necessary for 
their care and improvement ? 

"2. If so, whether by an enlargement of the present State Lunatic 
Hospital at Worcester, or the erection of a new one ? 

" 3. If a new one is to be erected, in what part of the commonwealth 
should you advise its location, and the size thereof, with the reasons 
therefor .? 

" 4. Would you reccommend a Hospital in connection with the 
present one, for the reception of cases in all stages of insanity ? or a 
classification of supposed curables in one and incurables in the other ? 
or one for native and the other for foreign born, with officers from 
that class of citizens ? 

'* 5. Do you know of any defects in the present laws touching the 
commitment, custody, and discharge of the insane, that should in 
your opinion be amended ? If so, wherein ? 

'^ 6. What are the supposed advantages to the patients being placed 
within Hospitals, over that of remaining with their friends and in town 
Almshouses, as shown by the percentage of cures effected and other- 
wise ? 

"7. Will you please express your opinion generally upon any 
subject not embraced in the foregoing questions, having reference to 
this important matter ? " 



608 PRISON DISCIPLINE SOCIETY. cS§ 



** BosTOK liuvxTio HospiTJUL) March IS, 185L 
" Dear Sir,— 

^^ I hereto annex a statement of the average cost of boasd 
per week of patients in this institution, for 9 successive years. 

Tean. No. of Patieoti. Coet per week. 

1841-2, 101 83 26 

1842-3, 109 3 22 

1843-4, 105 3 23 

1844-5, 115 2 95 

1845-6, 126 3 25 

1846-7, 142 2 85 

1847-8, 173 2 68 

1848-9, 202 2 30 

1849-50, 206 2 55 

^'You will observe that there is a diminution of expense pro 
rata^ as the number of patients increase. The cost is varied some 
years by an extra outlay of some hundreds of dollars for repairs, bed« 
ding, &c. 

** The number of patients now are more than double the Bumber 
in 1842, while the increase of salaries is not more than 25 per cent. 
This will account for the difference in the amount allowed for board 
between the last and former years. Your obedient servant, 

^* Sum NBA Cbosbt.^' 

From a Correspondent. 

"Valuable names of gentlemen in Nova Scotia favorable to the 
erection of an Asylum for the Insane : — 
" Hon. J. W. Johnston. 
" Hon. J. B. Uniacke. 

" Hon. Wm. Young, Speaker of the House of Assembly. 
" Hon. Mayor of the City of Halifax. 
** Hon. Alexander Stewart. 
" Dr. William Gregor. 
** John EL Fairbanks, Esq. 
" J. J. Sawyer.' 



11 



Preliminary Letter on an Asylum for the Insane in Missowri. 

" Shadt Vallbt, Cole County, I 
MiBBOUBi, July 10, 1845. ) 
" Prison Discipline Society, Boston, — 

" Your society has been in the habit of sending me the 
Annual Reports of its board of managers. For this I return them my 
thanks. They are most excellent works, and have done a vast deal 
of good in the United States. A few of us are endeavoring to have 
an Asylum for the Insane established in the State of Missouri. I have 
great hopes of succeeding at the next session of the General Assem- 
bly. I send you, by the same mail which conveys this letter, a 
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printed commuQication which I made to ihe last seasioD. It was 
published :aLso in several newspapers. I do not intend to cease qmt 
exertions, until the great, humane, and benevolent object is effected. 
^^ With the most sincere jregard and respect for the benevoleni 
gentlemen of yjour society, I remain, your obedient servant, 

" iU W, WBiOiS.^' 

Extract of a LeUer from Dr. BtHhUng^ Sup&rinimdent of the 
Western Lunatic Asylum of Virgima. 

** Westbbk Abtluv , Ya., September 24, t847. 

" My Dear Sir, — 

" I received, some time since, a letter from you, asking my 
opinion as to the amount *of good done by the Prison Discipline 
Society or its reports.' 

•** So little attention has been paid in Virginia to the subject of 
Prisons, either as regards their construction or management, that I 
am unable to say any thing as Ihe result of my observation. But 
having been so fortunate as for many years to receive the reports, 
and having always perused them with interest, I lake pleasure in 
testifying that in my opinion they were adntiirably calculated to effect 
the objects at which they aimed ; and can but attribute the absence 
of a proper interest on the subject in my own state to the want of 
some such able and zealous advocate. 

** The intelligence which has been communicated through your 
reports, relative to institutions for the insane, has, I know, been pro- 
ductive of much good, and I would be glad should your society 
continue, in the same judicious manner, its efforts to ameliorate their 
condition. 

** Sincerely trusting that the Prison Discipline Society will long 
continue ; that its reports will be issued annually at least, and be 
disseminated throughout the length and breadth of our country, 

"I remain, very truly, your friend, 

" FrANS. T. STRIBLlIfG.** 



CORRESPONDENCE CONCERNING ALMSHOUSES. 

"Nbw Hat&n, February 18, 1851. 
"Dear Sir,— 

'* I have delayed answering your last letter, in order that 
when I wrote I should be able to say whether we should build 
an Almshouse at all.. Since the first vote of the town, January 27, 
we have had two town meetings, to rescind the votes authorizing the 
building. At both, the town voted tiot to rescind, and yesterday by 
874 to 651. 

*' You will find enclosed and within the vote of the town respect- 
ing your attentioq, and the Beports of the Committee on the Alms- 
house subject. Your obedient servant, 

<< H. £. Peck, for the Committee.^* 
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" ' Voted^ That the thanks of the town be tendered to Louis Dwight, 
for the interest he has manifested in, and the information he has 
furnished relative to, the proposed Almshouse, and that the selectmen 
be directed to draw an order on the treasurer of the town for the 
sum of 8100, in behalf of Louis D wight, as a compensation for his 
trouble and expense.' " 

Reports of the Committee on the Almshome. 

The Plan, — The committee appointed at the annual town meet- 
ing, in November last, to procure plans for an Almshouse, and to 
select and recommend a suitable site, respectfully report, — 

" That early in December they advertised for plans, and on the 
15th of January received two, — one from Mr. Louis Dwight, of 
Boston, and one from Mr. S. M. Stone, of New Haven. These plans 
were, in their main feature, — the general arrangement to secure 
economy and room, — much alike. In the details, each had, in the 
opinion of the committee, particular advantages, easily transferable 
to the other, and which seemed to them important Adopting the 
elevation and ground plan of Mr. Stone as the best, the committee 
requested that gentleman to modify his interior plans in some few 
particulars, and to adopt, in his specifications, iron for wood, in some 
instances, the latter idea derived from Mr. Dwight. 

'^ The result is a plan of a building compact and simple, secure 
against fire and vermin, thoroughly ventilated, easily warmed, provid- 
ing for the proper separation of sexes, for the correction and seclusion 
of offenders, safe and comfortable apartments for the insane, abundant 
room for in-door work, large and convenient kitchen and dining 
rooms, airy sleeping rooms, and a suitable chapel. 

" The rooms are so arranged as to be easily inspected, while they 
secure all necessary separation and seclusion. The large rooms are 
so planned as to admit of subdivision, if found necessary, at little 
expense ; and to be appropriated to such uses as experience shall 
show to be most desirable. 

" The plan provides a convenient house for the keeper's family. 
The upper story of this part of the building is designed to accommo- 
date a class of aged persons, — such as we know sometimes to 
need such provision, — whose good character and worth forbid us to 
send them into the society of the abandoned creatures to whom alone 
our Almshouse seems now less dreadful than the grave. 

"The design consists of a main building, 52 feet square, four 
stories high, with three-story wings, each 50 by 35 feet, with a pro- 
jection in front, in place of a portico, 35 by 32 feet. The entire 
length of the building will be 152 feet ; its greatest depth 84 feet. 
The outer walls are to be of brick, 14 inches thick, laid hollow ; 
the partition walls of cells to be also of brick, laid in cement. 

"The building described will accommodate over 150 inmates, with 
every regard to cleanliness, pure air, employment, convenience, secu- 
rity and health, and can be erected for the sum of $15,000. 

" The committee cannot omit to acknowledge their obligations to 
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Louis Dwtght for muoh' valuable informatioo, and for the interest he 
took to direct their attention to the points which should be primarily 
regarded in a building of this character. 

" The committee submit herewith the following votes : — 
" ' Voted, That the town approve and adopt the plan of Mr. Stone, 
recommended by the committee, and that be a 

committee to contract in behalf of the town, for the erection of an 
Almshouse on said plan, provided it can be done at a cost not 
exceeding $15,000. 

*' ' Voted, That the town treasurer be authorized and directed to 
borrow, when necessary, at a rate not exceeding 6 per cent, per 
annum, such sum of money as shall be necessary for the construc- 
tion of an Almshouse, not exceeding in the whole the sum of 815,000, 
and that the sum of #2000 annually be appropriated to the payment 
of said sum of 815,000 from the treasury of the same.' 

" Wm. H. Ellis, \ 
" Elihtt Atwater, > CommitteeJ*^ 
« H. E. Peck, j 



^^ The Location, — After carefully examining the ground for a 
suitable site, a majority of the committee decided to recommend that 
the building be located on the west side of West Street, at a suitable 
distance therefrom, south of Maple Street. 

'^ This spot is high, well drained, and has a pleasant aspect. It is 
within a convenient distance of the gardens and barns belonging to 
the town, and on land which may, in a few years, before it will be 
advisable to . relinquish the cultivation of the present gardens, be 
brought to the highest condition of fertility. Here are 40 acres, lying 
in one piece, between West Street and the meadows, bought for this 
express object ; which is quite as much as can ever be profitably cul- 
tivated, and which ought to be appropriated forever to the mainte- 
nance of our poor. 

^^ Tiie present Almshouse stands on a tract of 27 acres, already 
enclosed by the advancing population of the town, and which your 
committee think will be worth, in a few years, from $30,000 to 
$50,000 for house lots. It cannot be needed, in addition to the 40 
acres, for the sole use of the Almshouse. To occupy it permanent- 
ly for such purpose would only serve to prevent an increase of popu- 
lation in that neighborhood, and sacrifice the value which may 
reasonably be expected to result from a populous neighborhood. In 
the view of a majority of the committee, the present site has no 
recommendation over the proposed site, in economy of construction^ 
in convenience for any purpose of the establishment, in health fulness, 
in proximity to business, or lor any other important reason, while its 
maintenance involves a total disregard of the interests of the town in 
respect to its future growth and the increased value of its property. 

'^ Your committee therefore recommend the passage of the follow- 
ing vote : — 

^« < Voted^ That the committee appointed to contract for the con- 
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•truction of an Almshouse be directed to locate the same on tht 
west side of West Street, on iand belonging to the town.^ 

** Elihu Atwatbb, > r^^^itt^ «« 
** H. E. P.CE, } Committee. 

I 

To the Mayor of WUmingten, Delaware: 

" BosTOK, Jsljr S5, 1850« 

" My Dear Sir, — . 

" We learn by the papers that the Almshouse in Wil« 
mington has been burnt. As we have given much attention to the 
construction of buildings of this description of late, in which due con« 
sideration has been given to convenience, economy, classification, 
supervision, employment, restraint, correction, humanity, instructioni 
light, heat, ventilation, cleanliness, health, and extension, we should 
be glad of an opportunity to exhibit to you our ideas on the subject 
of a plan for a new Almshouse, whioh combines more advantages in 
the important particulars above mentioned than we have seen else- 
where. The city of Boston has adopted our plan of building, and is 
DOW erecting an Almshouse on Deer Island, in Boston Harbor, for 
the accommodation of 1200 inmates. Providence, Rhode Island, 
through a committee of the city government, has procured a plan 
with the same general outline, for a much smaller number of inmates. 
The city of Cambridge has done the same for the accommodation of 
200, and the building is now in progress. The counties of Norfolk 
and Hampshire, Massachusetts, have applied for plans of Jails and 
Workhouses. Concord, New Hampshire, has applied for and been 
furnished with the plan of a new Jail. The States of Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island have applied for and been furnished with plans for 
the extension of their State Prisons, involving an expense of more than 
9100,000. The city of Boston is now erecting a Jail, for the county 
of Suffolk, and we have recently furnished a plan to Hon. Simeon 
Draper, chairman of the board of governors of the Almshouse on 
BlackwelPs Island, New York city, for a Workhouse, to accommo- 
date, at first, 600 inmates, and made capable of extension for the accom- 
modation of 1500. It is not yet decided what plan will be adopted 
on Blackwell's Island. There has been, as yet, no meeting of the 
board for the final decision of the question, although plans of build- 
ings have been called forth, and nearly all of them adopted, within 
16 months. They combine, in their great outline, the important 
features of construction which have been mentioned in this letter, and 
so far as the plans have been subject to remark, criticism, and obser- 
vation, they are much approved. Yesterday, the commissioners from 
New Jersey were here, concerning a new House of Refuge for Ju- 
venile Delinquents, in that state, and we expect them back in a few 
days to mature a plan for said House. It will give us pleasure to 
serve you in making plans for a new Almshouse, in Wilniingtbn, 
Delaware Your obedient servant.*^ 
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CORRESPONDENCE ON COUNTY PRISONS. 

To a Friend in Ohio, 

"Boston, Jalj 25, 1850. 

" My Dear Friend, — 

" I write now to call your attention to the subject of a con- 
tempkited New Prisen, in Cleveland, Ohio. I saw, in Boston, a few 
weeks since, among the medical men assembled wkb the soperintend- 
BDts.of IiMaae Asyiums, a gentleman from Cleveland, a young physi- 
cian, who informed me that a New Prison was to be built, in that city, 
during the present or coming season. You will not think it strange 
that I am anxious that you should have a model County Prison in 
Cleveland. Mr. G. J. F. Bryant, architect, of Boston, has boen kindly 
fi>rwarding and carrying out plans for newlyKsonstructed Prisons and 
AlmshotMes, on improved designs, embracing important principles 
of building, viz., economy, convenience, employment, restraint, 
government, classification, instruction, humanity, light, heat, ventila- 
tion, cieanlinosa, extension, &c., 4ic. What I should be pleased to 
do, therefore, or attempt to do, is to lay before your city government, 
or whoever has the power to erect the building, a plan for a New 
Jail, in Cieveland, Ohio, eoD bracing the advantages above specified, in 
Ibe plan. 

'^ Any communication on the subject addressed to me, in Boston^ 
will receive immediate attention.'^ 

\ 

^'£&l]l PEHJTBKTIAmr, JfUimSTf 26, 1850. 

''Dear Sir,— 

" The commissioners of the county of Erie are about to 
commenoe the erection of a New Jail for said county, and in construct- 
ing the oells, would be goV'Orned by the dictated of humanity; 
therefore would study the health and comfort, as well as security^ 
fif those who iilayohance to be imprisoned therein. I am therefore 
instructed by the isomfpissioners to ask of you such information and 
suggestions relative to the construction, ventilation, &c., of the cells, 
m irom your oKpejieace, knowledge, ^., you may be able to convey 
to them. 

^^ Judge Lane, of Ohio, to whom they t^pplied for similar informa* 
tion, referred ^m to you, as having much expprieace in the manage- 
ineAt and inip^rvision of Prisons, &c. He also spoke favorably, I 
think, of a new invention, called Emerson^s Ejecting Ventilator, and 
th^ would respectfully .ask your views upon the subject, and desire 
you to send them per mail, if practicable, your last published report 
oi Priaoii Discipline; abo all inlbnii&tion. which you may deem of 
aervjoe .to thcMOfi \a canryiog out tbetr humane deatgoa, and would ibo 
pleased to ivaar <fiDm tqu nt yoar ecurlieat QOBveAieace* Wbatevct 
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trouble and expense you may incur, shall, on the receipt of your bill, 
be remitted promptly. Please address to the ' Commissioners of Erie 
County, Erie Pennitentiary.' 

" Very respectfully, 

" D. McAllaster, 

*^ Clerk to Cammissioners.^^ 

To D. McAllaster, Esq. 

** Boston, Febmaiy 6, 1850. 

*' My Dear Sir, — 

" Yours of the 26th ult. was received yesterday. It 
would give me much pleasure to send you a thorough)y*made plan 
of a Prison for Erie county, if I knew, 

" 1st. The number of prisoners. 

"2d. The class of prisoners, viz., whether tried or untried, or both ; 
males or females, or both ; old, or young and middle aged, or all 
three; white and colored, one or both ; debtors and witnesses, either 
or both. 

'^ 3d. The probable need of extension. 

'^ 4th. The site : whether it is already selected ; if so, what is it ; 
how much land, and how situated ; or can the site be selected to suit 
the plan ? The last I should prefer, for the site is very important. 

^' 5th. Of what material can you best build in Erie county, stone 
or brick ; or are both easily obtained of good quality, at reasonable 
prices ? " 

"DsDHAM, May 23, I85I. 
*' Dear Sir, — 

*'*' Your favor of the 19th instant was duly received. I can- 
not give you any interesting information as yet respecting the Prison 
at Dedham. 

" A part of the prisoners are yet at Taunton and South Boston ; 
some of them have been received back here for trial, at the April 
term of the court. 

*' Mr. Mann thinks that any further moral or religious instruction 
could not be conveniently attended to, until the Prison is completed, 
which will be early this fall. There has been no Sabbath school 
established, nor morning or evening prayers offered, excepting the ser- 
vices on the Sabbath, and while the Prison remains in such an unfin- 
ished state, I think it could not be conveniently done. 

" Very respectfully, your obedient servant." 

" John Doggbtt.'' 

^^CoNCOSD, May 23, 1851. 
" Dear Sir, — 

^*- 1 must beg pardon for what may seem to you like negli- 
gence, by not answering your inquiries at an earlier period ; but at 
Sie time of its reception, the Prison keeper was absent, and myself 
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i\\ ; consequently, your letter got mislaid among other paipens 
and escaped my notice until this morning. 

'^ You ask, m the first place, what are the means of moral and 
religious instruction in the Prison under our care ? 

"The county commissioners provide a Bible for every room, and 
to those who desire to read much, we often carry papers ; and such 
books as we think proper for them to read, visitors and friends 
sometimes carry ; we also give a word of good advice, which by 
some has been kindly received, and at the same time, by others 
Tejccted: 

" These are the only means which have ever been provided for 
cither moral or religious improvement to those who are confined. 
We have two poor dependent creatures, who have been here several 
years ; one insane, (a colored man,) the other idiotic, (a white man.) 
They have both very much improved since we became acquainted 
with them, both having, in latter times, been able to walk the street 
at their pleasure, and attend church. The white man attends 
very regularly. The colored man has been quite unwell this winter, 
and consequently not as sane as formerly, and not able to attend 
church. These are the only persons at present in Prison. One 
remarkable fact, which I must mention, is, that we have had but one 
person committed here during the last three months, and that one 
remaining about three days — a circumstance which has not happened 
before during the eight years we have been here, there never having 
been so long a time as the present when we have not had a convict 
confined ; and I should be most happy could I know that all other 
Prisons were as destitute. Work is never required of the prisoners 
here. *' Yours respectfully, and in haste, 

** L. W. Staples.'' 



" Nbwhurtpobt, May 15, 1851. 

"Reverend and Dear Sir, — 

^^ Yours of the 12th instant is before me, and I hasten to 
afiswer the questions proposed. In answer to the first question, I 
would respectfully say that the Bible furnished by the county, reli- 
gious tracts, copies of the Sailor's Magazine, and religious books 
irtiich are furnished by myself, are the only means of instruction fur* 
Mshed for the prisoners under my care. We have no Sabbath school. 
The pastors of the churches in town have been invited by me to visit 
tiie Prison, for the purpose of imparting religious instruction to the 
prisoners, and occasionally they visit tiie Prison. I make it a special 
duty to advise all my prisoners, upon their discharge, to conduct 
soberly and honestly, and in almost all cases receive a promise from 
them that they will. 

"We have no daily religious services in the Prison. It would 
afford me great pleasure to answer this question in the affirmative ; 
bat our Prison is so small there is no convenience for such services. 
There is no work perfomied in the Prison, of course, as we have bat 
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six rooms used for the confiDement of prisonersy the Prison being 
one of the smallest, I believe, in the commonwealth. 

'* I am, dear sir, yours respectfully, 

"John Ackermj^n/* 

** Babnstablb, May 14, 1S51. 
"Dear Sir,— 

** Yours of the 10th was received. In answer, I would say, 
we have no regular religious instruction, but the different clergymen 
in the town visit the Prison occasionally, and give such advice and 
instruction as they think proper. The prisoners have the Bible and 
other books to read. We tiave no Sabbath school, for the reason 
that we have but a few commitments, and those for a short time. 
The Prison is often entirely empty. As to work, such as are sent to 
the House of Correction 1 furnish with such work as they are able to 
perform, and others perform such work as they choose. 

" Yours respectfully, 

" Chas. Lewis, JailerJ*^ 

" New Bedtosd, May 21, 1851. 

" Dear Sir, — 

" Yours of the 10th instant was received. I should have 
answered before, but was away part of last week. 

" In reply to your questions : The prisoners are supplied with 
tracts to read, by the females of our city. We have no Sabbath 
school. Since the establishment of the State Reform School, our 
number of youth have been very small, and the most of our prison- 
ers are men somewhat advanced in life, say from 30 to 60, or 
persons that come here to go a whaling, or come home in our whale 
ships. A great part of them are sentenced to pay a small fine and 
costs, and in default, to thirty days' imprisonment ; many, afler four 
or five days, pay and go to sea, or go away : in that way it keeps our 
population frequently changing. We formerly had a Sabbath school, 
but with so frequent changes it was thought to be of little use, and 
abandoned. We have religious services every Sabbath ; the Rev* 
Moses Howe officiates ; he is paid by county commissioners. 

'* I am sorry to say that I fear we have no cases of permanent 
reformation. There are some few cases of reformation within my 
knowledge. We have labor — shoemaking and picking oakum. Our 
shoe business is productive, our oakum picking is not. Those who 
have any time, say three months or more, if they are not much run 
down, we employ at shoemaking, the others at picking oakum. 

" Yours, 

" J^COB L. PORTBR." 

" Gkbsntibld, May 80, 1851. 
" Dear Sir,— 

^' Yours of the 20th, directed to the keeper of the Prison, 
has just been handed me by the late deputy jailer, with a request that 
I would reply, which I will do briefly. 
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*' No provision has ever been made, in this county, for the religious 
instruction of prisoners, and they have not had any, except occasional 
religious conversations with a clergyman who might make a short 
call, which has not been oflen. 

'^ Prisoners are furnished with Bibles, and such moral and religious 
books as they will read. This is a small couiity in population, and 
but few prisoners — the number varying from 2 or 3 to 6 or 8. 
Perhaps 4 would be a fair average number. 

" Respectfully yours, 

'* J. H. Rbed." 



" WoBCESTEB, April 18, 1851. 

" Dear Sir, — 

" As there may not have been any mention made to you 
of the Sabbath school, in our Prison, the past year, I wish to say a 
very few words respecting it. 

" The school has been continued the past year through the winter. 
The number there confined has been from 40 to 75, all of whom, 
when in health, have been regular attendants of the school, which ii^ 
held in the chapel, between the ringing of the bells for worship, in 
the morning. The age of those confined varies from 10 to 65 years. 

*'^ The cases are rare in which the teachers have not been greeted 
with a smile by their pupils ; and I think I may be justified in saying 
that there is not a school in this city where the word of God is lis- 
tened to with more apparent interest. 

'^ Our number of regular teachers is 15, and I trust they are among 
the number of those who feel that the soul is precious. 

'^ Two among the number of prisoners, within a few weeks, have 
given pleasing evidence that they have truly humbled themselves 
before God, and found peace in that precious blood which has been 
shed for the guilty, and seem to view their confinement in Prison, 
where the truths of the Bible have been kindly brought home to their 
hearts, as among their richest blessings. 

" 1 cannot but hope that several others, who have left the Prison, 
have received impressions which will not soon be lost. 

" We owe many thanks to Colonel J. W. Lincoln, the sheriff of the 
county, for the constant kindness which he has ever manifested in 
preserving order, and facilitating the operations of the school. 

Very respectfully yours, 

" N. MuzzT, Superintendent,^'* 



u 



Queries addressed to the Keeper of the Prison in Worcester, Mass, 

*< 1. What are the means of moral and -religious instruction in con- 
stant use in the Prisons in Worcester ? Have you a Sabbath school ? 
By whom attended, and when ? By how many teachers, and by 
how many prisoners ? Is it at the will of the prisoners to attend, or 
not ? If so, what proportion of the whole number choose to attend ? 
What good results have followed from the instruction of the Sabbath 
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? Have you oommoD school instfiiotiMi daily, «r in the 
cveoing ? 

^* 2. What prorisions have been made by the county cormfiisMon- 
ers, or others, for the public religious services o^ the Sabbath ? Who 
pei^rms these asrvices, and what compeoMition does he reeeive ? 
Ave there now in the Prison cases of reformatton ? Have there been 
persons discharged, who have indicated by their Hves, eince their dis^ 
charge, the reality of their reformation ? 

" 3. Have you daily retigious services with the prisoners morning 
or eyening, or both, and by whom conducted ? 

" 4. Have you woVk ? What is it ? Is it productive ? '* 

" WoacESTBB, UUy 17, nasi. 

" Dear Sir,— 

*' Mr. Carter, the jailer of this county, has requested ne 1e 
answer the foregoing questions, as desired by you ; aad ia eompliaaey^ 
\vith his and your wishes, I will state the £ftcts as Ihey exist in the 
Jail and House of Correction, whicth, ie the county of Worcester, are 
united under the same roof. To these quosticrtis I give the foUowiaf 
answers : — 

^^ 1, The means of moral and religious instruclioa are, a Sabbalh 
school on each Sunday morning, regular f^reachiog and other reli- 
gious services in the afternoon of the same day in the chsfeJ, the 
opportunity of reading the Bible aad other books in iheir cells to those 
who can read. To enable them so to do, the ceils are lighted by gaa, 
for one hour each evening. A Bible is constantly kept in the cell 
of each prisoner who can read, atid the use of a library of soiSQe 300 
volumes, procured from individuals. The Sabbath school is attend- 
ed by aU the prisoners committed to the Jail and Bouse of Correc- 
tku), for one hour of each Sabbath unorniag, aod they are further 
detajraed in the chapel, so long as is necessary, for the return of the 
library books taken the previous week, and taking such books aa 
they wish to read for the ensuing week. The number of teachers 
varies on different days from 10 to 20. The prisoners are not con- 
sulted in relation to attending the Sabbath school or the religious ser'- 
v^sof the day. They are informed that the regulations require their 
attendance, and it is rare that any objection is made. The most 
obviously beneficial results from the instructien given to the prisoners 
are, a more correct deportment during their confinement ; and the 
good conduct of a number, after their discharge, may in part be attrib- 
uted to this cause. There is no other instruction than above men- 
tioned, except the visits of the clmplain to the prisoner when in his 
cell. 

^'2. The county commissioners have ppoiided for. the office of a 
chaplain, by Ihe appropriaftion of 9^00 per year. The Rev. Franeia 
Le Baron has the appointment. He holds an afternoon service in the 
ahapel on each Sabbath, and visits the prisoners when in their cells. 
It 'would be unsafe to rely on any professions of reformation made 
by a prisoner when in confinement, and it would require continued 
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good conduct after their discharge to satisfy the public of a reforma- 
tion. Such instances we have amongst us. 

^^ 3. We have no religious services, except as before stated. 

" 4. The work for the prisoners is the work of leather in the manu- 
facture of boots. The amount is not sufficient to pay the expenses of 
the establishment, but is desirable as promoting the comfort of the pris- 
oners, and the preservation of good order. Where the sentences to the 
House of Correction average so short a period of confinement, the 
proceeds of the labor cannot equal the expenditure. Those com- 
mitted to Jail for trial are generally allowed to labor, if they prefer it, 
(without compensation,) and they generally wish it. With them it is 
voluntary, whether they labor or not ; but they are told, if they go into 
the workshop, they must work, and conform to all the rules imposed 
on others, and the permbsion will be continued to them no longer 
than they behave well ; that any instance of ill conduct will prevent 
a renewal of the privilege, and it has been very rare that any cause 
of complaint has arisen. 

** 1 believe, sir, I have now answered all the inquiries in your 
letter ; but if further information is desired, I will cheerfully furnish 
it, if in my power. 

*^ Respectfully your friend and obedient servant, 

" John W. Lincoln." 

*' WoRCEBTBB, May 23, 1851. 
'* Dear Sir, — 

" On Saturday of last week, Mr. Carter handed me your 
letter, making inquiries in relation to the House of Correction, and 
the Sabbath school connected with it, of this county; Noticing a 
request that an immediate answer to the questions should be given, 
without delay and sufficient reflection I wrote you, at the request of 
Mr. Carter. I am not aware of any error in my statement, save in 
the number of the teachers. I stated that the number varied on 
different days from 6 to 15. In this I have not done justice to the 
benevolent gentlemen who have kindly devoted much time to those 
unfortunate fellow-citizens who have been deprived of their liberty. 
The number of teachers has rarely been so small as 6, and then on 
inclement days. It should be recollected that the school was contin- 
ued, during the last winter, without regard to the weather ; of the maxi- 
mum number on any day I speak only by estimate, not having at any 
time counted them, and I believe no record of their meetings has been 
kept. I am now satisfied that there have been present more than 
20 at one time, from the circumstance that there were 20 present on 
the last Sabbath, and I was convinced that a greater number had 
previously been present. I should now estimate the average attend- 
ance from 18 to 20. Should you make any use of the statement sent 
you, will you have the kindness to correct the numbers ? 

" Respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

" John W. Lincoln." 
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COBBESPONBBNCB CONCBRNING HEATING AND TENTIIATIOK. 



Letter from Gardner Chilsauw 



cc 



I will engage to warm the New Jail in Boston with aiz of my Na 
6 furnace. 

" The cost of No. 6 furnace is $125 each, making • - $750 
^^ Russia iron funnel, say $40 for each furnace, - - 240 
'^ Galvanized iron castings around each furnace, say 200 

lbs. to each, at 20 cents, or $40 each, «-«-•- 240 
'^ This includes the warming of the keeper^s house. The consump- 
tion of coal not to exceed 100 tons, to warm the building to the satis- 
faction of the high sheriff and Rev. Louis Dwight. 

"Gardkeb Chilsok. 
" Boston, April 22, 1850." 



TABLE SHOWING THE AMOUNT OF FUEL CONSUMED IN 
TWENTY-ONE SCHOOLS IN THE CITY OF BOSTON, IN 1848-9. 



Grammar Schoola. 



Boylston School,. 

DwiiEbt, 

FraiUclin, 

Bawes, 

Mather, 

Winthrop, , 

Brimmer, 

Adams, 

Latin and High,. , 

Bcwdoin, < 

Wells, 

Otis, 



Ma^bew, 



Elliot,. 
Endioott,. 
I^rman, . . 
Hancock,. 
Qnincy,. . 
Phillips,.. 
Johnson,. . 
Smith, ... 



Hard coal. 



Tool. lb*. 

48 130 
43 1,000 
as 1,068 
31 S90 
31 1,^10 

37 1,280 

38 400 
43 120 

49 150 
54 1,880 
33 680 
37 1,370 
35 1,860 

33 1j660 
89 840 
SI 1,080 
84 730 
64 1,670 

34 950 
33 410 
19 990 



Twenty-one schools,! 850 318 



Awnge amount to each school, namely,. 



N. 8. 
wood. 



40 967 



Gordi. 

9 
5 



9 

4 
3 
4 

4 
1 
9 

2 

9 

4 

6 
6 
9 
1 



50 



No. of 
stoyes. 


HP. wood. 


4 
4 


■ ■ 
Corda. Feet. 

1 6 

9 

6 

3 

9 

1 
9 
9 

4 

9 

6 6 

6 

3 4 
9 

1 


3 


44 


9 



Bark. 



ConUFeeC 



6 

6 

4 



1 

4 



I 

9 
1 
I 
1 



I 

9 
1 

9 *98 
9 

4 

1 S 
S 



39 4 



1 4 



* 03 hoshels ebavMaL 

t It is said that 160 Primaiy Schools oonsame about |35 each. 
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Lettgr from the Physician of the Magsaehuaetti State Prison at 
CharUstown^ eonceming the Variations of Temperature at dif 
erent AUiUules in the Area of the Dormitory Building. 

^ Chablsbtowk, May 1, 1850. 
«* Dear Sir, ~ 

^^ I spent a little less than an hour in the area of the Prison^ 

with thi9 i^indows and doors all shut. I found between five and six 

degrees difibreikce betwefen the lower and upper tier of cells. I re* 

quested die ofiicers who were stationed there in the night to ascer* 

tain the temperature at 9 P. M., at 12, fuid at 3 A. M. 

" At lower floor of cells, ... 67 

** Second tier of cells, ... 66 

'* Third tier of cells, . ... 66 

*• Fourth tier of cells, .... 66 

" I intend that they shall keep thermometers hung up there, and 

open the upper windows when it reaches as high as seventy degrees. 

I intended to have left you this, this A. M., but was called away. 

" Yours respectfully, 

" JoNA. W. Bemis.^' 



68 


66 


67 


68 


70 


70 


72 
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Consumption of Fml in the Charlestown Female Seminary. 

" Chablbstowx, April 23, 1850. 
« Dear Sir, — 

*' I find by my books that we have consumed in the Charles- 
town Female Seminary, during the last year, 73 tons coal, 8 cords 
wood, 7 cords hemlock bark. The coal has been burnt in one 
largest siaoed Bebee range, one portable furnace, one large flat-iroo 
heater, and three largest sized GhiUoo's furnaces. The wood in one 
large cast iron box stove, two washing boilers, and one large oven. 
The bark was used mostly for starting fires, but some for cooking* 
Average number for whom cooking and washing and ironing have 
been done, say 75 or 80. Average number of pupils in the Semi- 
nary building, 150. The cooking range consumes much more fuel 
than either furnace, and is kept in use the year round. The ironer 
also consumes as much as a furnace, but is used less than half the 
time. 1 am sorry not to be able to make a more definite statement, 
but am not able to keep a separate account for each department. 

*'*' Respectfully yours, 

" A. J. Bellows." 



Power and Prices of Steam Pipe. 

Wrought iron pipe, 1 inch internal diameter, weighs IJ pounds 
per foot ; price 15 cents per foot. Couplings, averaging one in about 
10 fbet, 15 cents each. Discount from these prices 10 per cent, 6 
months. 
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For an ordinary cotton factory, 400 feet long, 50 feet wide, and 50 
feet high, 25 per cent, of wall surface glass, about 12,000 feet of 
1 inch pipe, ($18,000,) would require about 2200 pounds- anthracite 
coal per day of 12 hours, to keep the pipe all hot. Cost of boiler, 
about $1000. 

Having now finished the principal parts of this report, viz., 
the notice of Valuable Documents on the subject of Prison 
discipline, and other kindred subjects; the new buildings 
begun, in progress, or finished, for various and kindred ob- 
jects ; the Houses of Refuge and State Reform Schools for 
Juvenile Delinquents; the State Prisons and Penitentiaries 
for different classes of adult criminals; Insane Asylums, and 
the necessity of further provision for this unhappy class of 
sufferers; and specimens of the correspondence at various 
periods and for various purposes, t— 

IN CONCLUSION, 

We close the report with the following remarks : — 

The death of Mrs. Waldo is to us a great affliction. 

The documents of the year, though not perfect, are multi- 
plied and improved. There is a single document from which 
we have availed ourselves very largely; not for private pur- 
poses, but because its contents are invaluable — not to the 
city and county of Albany alone, not to the State of New 
York mainly or principally, but to all the states in this great 
nation, and ultimately to all the nations of the earth. We 
believe, in the whole history of this society, no one docu- 
ment to which public attention has been directed is more 
important than this report of the Albany Penitentiary; an 
institution carried through the various stages of its progress, 
finished, and now conducted by Amos Pilsbury, who is enti- 
tled to the gratitude of the world for what he has done. If 
any one doubts, let him go and see. 

In simple justice to another, however, Mr. Pilsbury feels it, 
and it is true, that he could not have accomplished what he 
has accomplished, without the constant, unflinching, unbend- 
ing, and unfailing support of Mr. Samuel Pruyn, the chair- 
man of the board of commissioners. 

Again, among the new buildings noticed in the second 
part of this report, we call attention to the Boston New Jail, 
particularly for the purpose of saying, if we live to witness 
its completion, occupancy, and workings, and it answers our 
expectations, we intend to exhibit the evidence in its favor 
fully and impartially, in the twenty-seventh report of this 
society. 
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In this our |»re8etit report, we have presented, at consider- 
aUe length, the evidence, to this date, concerning the location 
and construction of the New Almshouse at Cambridge. It 
is from many supposed to be competent witnesses. If as 
much' can be said truly oonoeming any other Almshouse in 
New England or New York, going to show the probability 
that it will in a few years become a setf-supporting institution, 
and not only so, but that the pobr themselves, while they sup- 
p<Mt themselves by their own labor, under all the favorable 
circumstances of their location, are as well housed in regard 
to convenience, classification, employment, space, light, air, 
ventilation, supervision, facilities for instruction, and humane 
treatment of the sick, and extension of the building for the 
accommodation of any future probable number of inmates, 
let it be shown. The comparison of any other institution of 
the kind with this should, of course, extend analytically and 
carefully, not only to the building, but to the location ; speci- 
fying whether the soil is warm, early, easily cultivated, and 
productive ; whether it is well supplied with stone for fences 
and buildings ; whether these stones are of a good quality, 
easily quarried^ obtained, and wrought ; whether there is sand 
suitable for building purposes on the premises, not only for 
use at home, but for sale at a good price, as it is shovelled 
into the cart from the bed ; whether the varieties of soil are 
favorable to eeu^ly vegetables, tillage, mowing, and fruit in 
variety, such as apples, pears, peaches, berries of various 
kinds, and currants ; whether there is a fishery, and whether 
there is the variegated surface, the sunny-side hill, and the 
pleasant and airy prospect ; whether there is a good market 
near by ; and above all, whether there is an unfailing supply 
of pure, soft, spring water, with head sufficient to carry it 
into the centre and second or third story of the building. 
If these things can be shown more favorably in regard to the 
location of any other Almshouse in the United States than 
this in Cambridge, let them be shown, for they are well worth 
showing. There is no danger of a rivalry in regard to Alms- 
houses, so long as the object is to consider the poor, not that 
they may be supported in idleness, but in circumstances favor- 
able to self-support. 

Add to all these things that the New Almshouse in Cam- 
bridge, with twice as much land, cost less than twice as 
much for the accommodation of twice as many inmates, 
demanded by the increasing population, as the old Alms- 
house in Cambridge sold for ; notwithstanding all the supe- 
rior advantages of the New Almshouse, in the building and 
location. 



624 PRISON DISCIPLINE SOCIETY. 74 

If these things shall bear examination and trial, and |Hrove 
to be as here stated, then we have a valuable public improve' 
ment in the New Almshouse at Cambridge. 

Again, as set forth in the third part of this report, we have 
a class of institutions, designed expressly for the detention, 
safe-keeping, and reformation of javenile delinquents, which 
have been in operation, some of them, more than a quarter 
of a centuiy, which have apprenticed already more than five 
thousand of this otherwise most unhappy class of persons ; 
and thus saved them from hopeless degradation, vice, and 
crime, and raised a large proportion of them to respecta- 
bility and usefulness. These Houses of Refuge have borne 
the test of time, and more than answered the expectations of 
their founders. The bill of mortality has shown a higher 
health among them, during the period of detention, than in 
the New England village. At the same time, although of 
a tender age, these children have done a good deal towards 
self-support by productive industry ; (nearly one half ;) and the 
benefits have been extended to colored as well as white 
children. 

This class of institutions is rapidly spreading throughout 
the United States, and the late honored president of this 
society is the largest benefactor yet known — having be- 
stowed upon one of them more than one tenth part of bis 
fortune — ^73,500. In this part of our work, we have had 
a large fruition, and we have opening before us a larger field 
of promise. 

In the fourth part of this report, it is shown that thousands 
of adult prisoners in the United States are safely kept in 
Penitentiaries; that they are separated at night; that they 
labor by day ; that they receive moral and religious instruc- 
tion in the chapel and in the Sabbath school; that their 
health is equal to the average of the country at large ; that 
they are secure against escape ; that the pardoning power is 
sufficiently if not excessively exercised ; that a considerable 
amount of the earnings of their own industry is paid to pris- 
oners on their discharge ; and that the Penitentiaries gener- 
ally pay, from the proceeds of their own labor, nearly all the 
expenses of their support, including salary of officers, food 
and raiment, incidental expenses, allowance to discharged 
convicts, &c., &c. ; i. e., that the Penitentiaries in the United 
States, as a class, are very nearly self-supporting institutions. 

In the fifth part of this report it is shown that a great and 
good work has been done, in making suitable provision for 
the insane, in asylums, throughout the country ; that some 
of the states are in advance of others in this good cause ; that 
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Massachusetts has set a noble example in this race of im- 
provement ; that other states are imitating this good example ; 
that there is a pleasing rate of progress, but still a large labor 
of philanthropy and benevolence remaining to be performed, 
than which nothing can be found more important from 
past history, more approved of conscience in the labor of 
performance, rhore kind and soothing in the healing art, to 
body and mind, or better riewarded with favorable and un- 
questionably good results. 

And finally, in this report, we have given specimens of 
the correspondence, showing what a range of subjects and 
objects are embraced ; what attention is given to one part 
and another, to one institution and another, in the begin- 
ning and in the progress ; what opening fields of usefulness 
are and have been presented ; how much has been done, how 
much remains to be done, and how pleasant it is to try to 
do it ; — all which is respectfully submitted, with gratitude to 
the Almighty for life, health, and good cheer. 

AAA 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS5 

For the Year ending May 90, 1851. 



A. E. B. 55 

Alger, Cyrns^r. 5 

Ammidown, U. 2 

Albre, Jno. 10 

Amory, Charles 10 

Andrews, Ebenr. T. 2 

Applcton, N. 25 

Appleton, Samuel M 

Appleton, W. 20 

Austin, S. 6 

Ballard, Joseph' 6 

Bancroft, J. 2 

Barnes, D. W. 2 

Barnes, Isaae O. 2 

Barnes, S. H. 2 

Bates, Jno. 6 

Bent, Ann 1 

Blake, Charles 2 

Blake, Edw. 5 

Bond, J. C. 2 

Bond, W. C. 2 

Brooks, Gorham 50 

Brooks, P. C. 25 

Brown, Jos. E. 2 

Brown Chas. H. 2 
Bryant, Oridley J. F. 5 

BuUard, W. S. 3 

Bumstead, J. 3 

Burgess, B., & Sons 5 

Callander, Geo. 5 

Caxy, Thos. O. 5 

Cash 6 

Cash 5 

Cash, (W, A.) 20 

Cash 1-15 

Chamberlain, N. B. 2 

Chickering, J. 5 

Chickering, J. 5 

Clapp, James, 2 

Clapp, James B. 2 

Clark, Henry Q. 2 

Crosby Sumner, 5 
Cummings, Chas. W. 5 

Cummings, Daniel 2 

Curtis, Chas. P. 5 

Curtis, Nelson 2 

Curtis, B. B. 5 

Curtis, George T. 2 

Cushing, Thomas P. 2 

Cutter/W. W. 10 

D. D. B. 5 

Dalton, Peter B. 10 

Dana, Ephr. 2 

Davis, John P. 2 

Dayis, Samuel 2 



Denny, Daniel 2 

Deyens, Chas., Jr. 2 

Dixirell, J. J. 5 

Driscoll, a 2 

Edmands, J. W. 100 

Edmands, J. W. 10 

Eliot, Samuel A. 50 

Emerson, E. C. 2 

Eustis, Wm. T. 2 

Everett, E. G. 5 

Fairbanks, Stephen 2 

Fales, S. M. 5 

Farrar, D. 5 

Farwell, S. T. 2 

Fearing, A., ft Co. 5 

Fisk & Bice 2 

French, Jonathan 5 

Friend 10 

Friend 5 

Friend 3 

Friend 2 

Friend 2 

Friend 1 

Friend 1 

Gilbert, John, Jr. 2 

Gilbert, Samuel 2 

Gilbert, T. 2 

Gray, F. C. 10 

Gray, J. C. 25 

Gray, Wm. 2 

Greene, E. C. 10 

Greene, Miss 10 

Guild, B. 5 

Hale, Moses L. 2 

Hall, Andrew T. 5 

Hall, J P. 2 
Hall, H., by J. L. Bich- 

ards, 3 

Hall, Andrew T. 10 
Hallett, Mrs. George 5 

HaUett, J. H. 2 

Haven, F. 10 

Hayden, W.A. 2 

Head, G. E. 2 

Hill, Henry 3 

Hill, Jereiniah 2 

Homans, John 2 

Homer, Chas. 2 

Hooper, 8. 10 

Hosmer, Z. 2 

Howard, B. 2 

Howe, Geo. 10 

Howe, Jabez C. 5 

Hubbard, Wm. J. 2 

Hunnewell, H. H. 10 



Jackson, Charles 25 

Jackson, C, Jr. 2 

Jameson, W.' H. 2 

Jarvis, D. 10 

Johnson, Samuel 6 

Jones, A. P. 20 

Jones, H. H. 2 

Kendall, A. 5 

Kershaw, Edward 2 

Kimball, Daniel 2 

Kimball, John 1 

Kingman, A. 5 

Kuhn, George H. 6 

Lambert, Wm. G. 2 

Lamson, Edwin 8 

Lawrence, A. A. 100 

Lawrence, James 10 

Lawrence, Wm. B. 10 

Lawrence, Samuel 10 

Lawrence, Susan B. 10 

Lee, Henry, Jr. 8 

Lcland, S. 2 

Lincoln, Wm. 2 

Lincoln, Ezra 2 

Lincoln, Heman 2 

Little & Brown 5 

Littlehalc, S. S. 5 

Livermore, Isaac 2 
Lodge, J. E. ft H. Cabot 5 

Loring, A.M. 10 

Loring, E., Mis. 10 

Lovett, Joseph 2 

Lowell, Francis C. 10 

Lunt, George, 2 

Marsh, John 2 

Marvin, T. B. 10 

Mason, R. M. 5 

Mayer, P. J. 2 

McAllister, James 2 

McAllister, L. 2 

Mellen, Moses 2 

Merriman, C. 2 

Moring, C. H.F. 5 

Munn, Luther, 2 

Newman Henry, 2 

Nickerson, T. W. 2 

Osgood, Isaac 2 

Paige, J. W. 5 

Parker, C. H. 5 

Parker, James 10 

Parker, M. S. 2 

Parsons, S. 2 

Payson, S. B. 2 

Peck, Solyman 2 

Perkins, Thos. H. 25 
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Phillips, Jonaihaa 50 

Plummer, A. , 2 

Prescott, W. H. 16 

Proctor, J. C. 2 

Quincy, Josiah, Jr. 10 

Quincy, T. D. 2 

Band, E. S. 2 

Bea, A. W. 2 
Reed, B. T. 
Reports sold 
Richardson, H. A. 

RUey, P. 9 
Rogers, John K., from 

Boston Ster. Foundry 2 

Rogers^ John SI. 2 

Sogers, W. A. ' 2 

>gers, H. B. 10 

)pes, W. 10 

Lussell, T. H. 2 

issell, C. T., by T. H. lU 2 

{afford, Daniel ^ 

tampson, George B, 6 

Smt, BodweU 2 

der, C. 2 

lears, Joshua 1 

leaver, Benj. 2 

' slden, Jq8«pl\ 2 

tiaw, G. H. 25 

Shaw, R. G. 30 

Simpson, M. H. 6 

Simonds, Artema9 2 

Skinner, F. 10 

Smith, A. W. 2 

Smith, M. 2 

Sprague, Feleg 2 

S^rague, Phineas 5 

Sprague, S. C. 3 



5Th 

3 
2 



Sterenson, J. T. 
Stoddard, Chas. 
Stone, A. L. 
Storer, Robert B. 
Sumner, Bradford 
Swallow, Asa 
Tappan, Lewis W. 
Tenney, S. 

acher, 6. M. 
Thwing, S. C. 
Ticknor, G^rge 
Tilden^ Joaoph 
Timmins, Henry 
Tucker, W. W. 
Tufts, Quincy 
Turner, Otis 
Turpin, Jno. P, 
Waldo, H. S. 
Warren, Chas. H* 
Warren, J. 0. 
Watts, F. 0. 
Welch, Franois 
Wells, John B. 2, do. 2 
White, B. C. 
White, F. B. 
Whiton, J. M. 
Wheeler, Joel 
Wigglesworth, Edward 
Wigglesworth, Thomas 
Wilde, George C. 
Wilde, J. &• 
Willard, Jos. 
Wilkins, Carter, & Co. 
Williams, G. Foster 
Williams, M. 
Willis, N. 
Willis, S. D., Mrs. 



2| Chartesiownt Mau. 

8 Bell, Luther V. 10 

2 Crowninshield, A. W. 2 

2 Foster, Charles 2 

2 Francis, J. M. 2 

2 Frothingham, H. K. 2 

6 Hurd, ^hn 5 

Zt Lawrence, Edward 2 

Walker, G. C. 2 

White, Daniel 2 



2 
2 

10 
2 
6 

10 
1 
2 
2 
6 
6 

10 
2 
3 
4 
3 
2 
2 
2 
6 
6 
2 
5 
2 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 



Beck, Charles 10 

Norton, Andrews 10 

8|^ks, Jared 10 

Stevens, Gforgt fi 

New Saven, C<mm 

Brewster, James 2 

Bryan, Edward 2 

Day, Jeremiah 2 

Ives, £U 1 

Peck, Henry % 

Silliman, B. 8 

Skinner, A. N. 2 

Townsend, A., Jr. 8 

PrinceiOH, K, J. 

Lavender, Thomaji 6 

Lavender, Thomas 2 

WiDOertom^ Mim. 

Cushing» J. P. 20 

Qreene, J. 8. C. 10 

Wbrcett$r, Mma», 

Waldo, Mrs. SaraJi 100 



Names retoned, in May, 1861, after the Treasurer's account was made vp, toe 
late to be incorporated into the annual aceoont, which will be caixied to the credit 
of the society for the next year : — 



Boston. 

Barker, L. M. $2 

Emerson, Frederic^ 6 

Mason, Lowell 6 

Yinson, Thos. M. 2 



Parker, W. Thornton 
Sweat, Samuel 

Providence, 
Brown, John C. 



lOj 



Ives, Moses B. 
Ives Robert H. 
Ives, Hope 
Manton, Amasa 
Wayland, Frandia 



10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
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OFFICERS. 

SAMUEL A. ELIOT, Pbbsidbnt. 
•GEORGE BLISS, •THEODORE LYMAN. 

YICX-PR£8IPENTS» 

•WILLIAM BARTLETT, J. S. STONE, 

•WILLIAM REED, •LUCIUS BOLLES, 

LEONARD WOODS, JOHN C. WARREN, 

WILLL4M JENKS, HENRY J. RIPLEY, 

ELUAH HEDDING, CHARLES LOWELL, 

•EBENEZER PORTER, •JOHN S. PETERS, 

•BENJAMIN B. WISNER, •ROGER MINOT SHERMAN, 

•JEREMUH EVARTS, •THOMAS H. GALLAUDET, 

S. V. S. WILDER, JOEL HAWES, 

JOHN TAPPAN, JEREMIAH DAY, 

•SAMUEL H. WALLEY, BENJAMIN SILLIMAN, 

BROWN EMERSON, ELEAZER LORD, 

•ALEXANDER HENRY, •JOHN M. MATHEWS, 

•CHARLES CHAUNCEY, WILLIAM JAY, 
•STEPHEN VAN RENSSELAER, THEODORE FRELINGHUYSEN, 

•ALEXANDER FRIDGE, •SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD, 

•ROBERT RALSTON, «SAMUEL MILLER, 

•EDWARD D. GRIFFIN. •ARCHIBALD ALEXANDER, 

HEMAN HUMPHREY, HOWARD MALCOM, 

•SAMUEL GREEN, FRANCIS PARKMAN, 

JUSTIN EDWARDS, ABBOTT LAWRENCE, 

ALONZO POTTER, •WILLIAM LAWRENCE, 

•PETER O. THACHER, AMOS LAWRENCE, 

FRANCIS C. GRAY, AMOS A. LAWRENCE, 

•EDWARD TUCKERMAN, 'J. R. ADAN, 

JARED CURTIS, GEORGE TICKNOR, 

LUTHER F. DIMMICK, BRADFORD SUMNER, 

EDWARD BEECHER, SILAS AIKEN, 

SIMON GREENLEAF, H. M. WILLIS. 
DANIEL SHARP, 

C0RRESP0NI>INO MEMBERS. 
•THOMAS BRADFORD, Jr,,Pfuladelphia. THOMAS PADDOCK, 8t. John, N.B. 
JOEL SCOTT, Frankfort, Kentucky. J. McAULEY, Toronto, U. C. 

•SAMUEL HOARE, of London. M. S. BIDWELL, New York City. 

DR. JVhIVS, of Hamburgh. WM. H, ROCKWELL, Brattleboro^, Vt. 

G. DE BEAUMONT, ) ^f p^. LUTHER V. BELL, CharUstown, Mm*. 

A. DE TOCQUEVILLE, ) ^ WM. SAM'L JOHNSON, New York CUy. 

SAMUEL L. DAVIS, Augutia, Georgia, f . D. VROOM, Somerville, N. J. 
REUEL WILLIAMS, Hallawdl, Me. S. F. McCRACKEN, ) ColunAuM «A«. 

S. E. COUES, P<yrtsmmiih, N. H. WM. M. AWL, 5 '"*'"*^"'' ^"^' 

J. C. HOLBROOK, BrattUbor^, Vt. W. H. BURTON, } «j. «^. p«j. 

•THOMAS G. lsE^,CharUsUyum,Mas8. DR. LANG, 5 

•SAM'LB. WOODWARD, frorce«ter,il£«. JACOB BEESON, NUea, Michigan, 

MANAGERS. 

R. S. STORRS, SAMUEL LAWRENCE, 

A. H. VINTON, J. W. EDMANDS, 

JABEZ C. HOWE, A. L. STONE, 

DANIEL SAFFORD, SAMUEL K. LOTHROP, 

BARON STOW, GEORGE T. CURTIS, 

DANIEL SHARP, RICHARD GIRDLER. 

CHARLES H. MILLS, Treasurer. 
LOUIS DWIGHT Secretary. 
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LIFB DISBCTORB, 
BY THB PAYMENT OF ONB HUNDBBD DOLLABS AND UPWABDS. 



Albani/t N, Y, 
*Van Rensselaer, Stephen 

Boston. 
Appleton, Samuel 
*Ann8trong, Samuel T. 
*Bu8sey, Benjamin 
*Chamberlain, Richard 
*Cobb, Nathaniel R. 
*Coolidge, Joseph 
*Dwight, Edmund 
Edmands, J. W. 
Eliot, Samuel A. 
Gray, Francis C. 
Ghreenleaf, Jonathan 
•Homes, Henry 
•Hubbard, Samuel 
Jackson, Charles 
Jackson, James 
•Jackson, Patrick T. 
Kirk, Edward N. 
Lawrence, Abbott 
Lawrence, Amos 



Lawrence, Amos A. 
•Lawrence, William 
Lawrence, Samuel 
Lowell, Charles 
•Lowell, John 
•Lrman, Theodore, Jr. 
•Munson, Israel 
Parkman, Francis 
Phillips Jonathan 
•Phillips, William 
•Prescott, William 
Shattnck, George C. 
Shaw, Robert G. 
Tappan, John 
TicKnor, George 
♦Tuckerman, Edward 
•Ward, Artemas 
Wells, Charles 
♦White, Stephen 
Willis, Nathaniel 

Dedham^ Mass. 
Burgess, Ebenezer 



Geneva^ N. T. 
Dwight, Henry 

Netoarky N, J. 
Eddy, Ansel D. 

Norwich, Conn. 
Greene, William P. 

Peterhoro*, N. T. 
•Smith, Peter 

Portsmouth, N. H, 
Coues, 8. E. 

Eochester^N. T. 
•Bissell, Josiah 

Salentf Mass. 
•Peabody, Joseph 

Worcester, Mass. 
Abbott, J. S. C. 
Foster, Alfred Dwight 
Salisbury, Stephen 
Sweetser, Seth, by 3 Sistem 
•Waldo, Daniel 
•Waldo, Sarah 



LIFE HEMBEB8, 
BY THB PAYMENT OF THIBTY DOLLABS AND UPWABD8. 



Albany, N. Y. 
Delavan, Edward C. 
•Hopkins, Samuel M. 
•Mclntire, Archibald 
Norton, John C, 
PUsbury, Amos 

Andover^ Mass. 
•Cornelius, Elias 
Edwards, Justin 
•Porter, Ebenezer 
Woods, Leonard 

Avbum, N. Y. 
Lewis, Levi, by Officers of 

the Prison 
Seymour, James S. 
Smith, B. C, by Officers of 

the Prison. 

Baltimore, Md, 
Backus, John A. 
•McKim, W. D. 

Bath, N. H. 
Sutherland, David, by Ira 
Goodale 

Bedford, N. Y, 
•Jay, John 
Jay, William 

Beverly. 
Oliphant, Dayid 

Boston, 
Adams, Nehemiah 
•Amory, John 
Beecher, Edward 
•Blake, George 
•Bowdoin, James 
•Brimmer, Martin 
•Brooks, Peter C. 
Brooks, Peter C, Jr. 



Brooks, Gorham 
Chadwick, Ebenezer 
Chilson, Gardner 
•Clapp, Joshua 
♦Cobb, Richard 
•Codman, Catharine 
Codman, Elizabeth 
Codman, Charles R. 
Codman, Henry 
•Dorr, Samuel 
Eastburn, Manton 
♦Ecklev, David 
Edwards, Henry 
♦EUot, William H. 
Emmons, N. H. 
Eveleth, Joseph 
Forbush, Jonathan 
Frothingham, N. L. 
Gray, Horace 
Gray, John C. 
♦Green, Samuel 
♦Greene, Gardiner 
♦Greenwood, F. W. P. 
Hill, Henry 
♦Homer, George J. 
Jones, Anna P. 
♦Jones, John Coffin 
Lawrence, Abbott 
Lawrence, Samuel 
♦Lawrence, William 
Lawrence, Wm. R. 
♦Lyman, Theodore 
♦Lyman, Theodore, Jr. 
Marvin, T. R. 
•McLean, Ann 
Mills, Charles H. 
Munroe, Edmund 
Ncwhall, Cheever 
♦Otis, Harrison Ghray 
♦Parker, Daniel P. 



Parker, Ebenezer 
•Parker, John 
Parkman, Francis 
Potter, Alonzo 
Quincy, Josiah 
Rand, Asa 
•Randall, John 
Rantoul, Robert 
Reed, Benjamin T. 
Rice, Henry 
Ropes, William 
Saftord, Daniel 
Sears, David 
Shaw, G. Howland 
Stoddard, Charles 
Stone, William W. 
Thomdike, Israel 
Vose, Thomas 
Wales, Thomas B. 
Warren, John C. 
Waterbury, J. B. 
Wig^lesworth, Thomas 
Williams, John D. 
♦Winthrop, Thomas L. 
•Wisner, Benjamin B. 
Worthington, William 

Brooklyn, N. iC 
Carrol, D. L. 

Cambridge, Mass, 
Donnison, C. L. 
•Farwell, Levi 
Greenleaf, Simon 
Holland, Frederic West 
Worcester, J. E. 

Canandaiaua, N. Y. 
Eddy, Ansel D. 

CatskiU, N. Y. 
Cooke, Thomas B. 
♦Day, Orrin 
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Brook^fn, 2V. T, 
Lansing, D. C. 

Charleston, S. C, 
Coming, Jasper 

Charlestoum, Moat. 
Cartis, Jared 
Walker, William J., Jr. 

CincinruUi, Ohio, 
Beecher, Lyman 

CoxacJde, N. T, 
*yan Dyck, Abraham 

Danvers, Mass, 
Braman, Milton P. 
*Cowles, Qeorge 
*Oakes, Caleb 

Dorchester, Mass, 
*Codman, John 



Douglass Famif L. 1. 

Douglass, Geo., by the hand 
of Mrs. Joamia Bethune 

EdUnburghf Scotland, 
Dunlop, John 

Fatrfieidf Conn, 
*Sherman, Roger M. 

Geneva, N. Y, 
•Axtell, Henry 

Gloucester, Mass, 
*J«wett, David, by a lAdy 

Groton, Mass, 
•Phelps, Dudley 

Hampion, N, HI 
Haxris, Roswell 

Hartford, Conn, 
Hawes, Joel 
Spring, Samuel 

HaverMU, Mass, 
£eeley> George 

Jpstnch, Mass, 
Kimball, David 

Jamaica, L, I, 
•Crane, Elias W. 

Marbleh,ead, Mass, 
•Hoop^, Nathsiniel 
•Keed, William 

Maryland, 

Mclntire, James, by a 

Friend in Newb«rypG«t 

Middletown, Conn, 
Crane, John B. 

MiUon, Mass, 
•Taeker, Nathaniel 

Mobile Alabama, 
HaBiilton, W. T. 

Newhurp, Mass^ 
Wright, Henry C. 

Neuibunjport^ Masa. 

BMUttcr, Yftlk, B. 

•Bartlctt, William 
•BrowBt Mose9 



TWBNTVHSrXTH RBPORT-^1851. 

1 

Dimmick, Luther F. 

•Dimmick, Mrs. Lather F. 

Proudfit, John 

By a donation in books from 
Charlea M^ipple, to con- 
stitute the following per- 
sons Life Members : 

Davis, Mary A. 

Greenleaf, Mary 

Ghreenleaf, Mary C. 

Hodge, Maiy D. 

Thompson, Sarah 

New Haven, Cow%n 

Bacon, Leonard 
Brewster, James 
Fitch, Eleazer T. 
Robinson. Charles, by his 

Sister Elizabeth 
Salisbury, Abby 
Salisbury, Edward 
Woolsey, Theodore D. 
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New York City. 
Adams, William 
Allen, Stephen 
•Astor, John Jacob 
•Averill, Heman 
Bethune, G. W. 
Boorman, J. 
Brewster, Joseph 
Broadhead, Dr. 
•Chambers, William 
Cheever, George B. 
Cox, Samuel H. 
Crosby, W. B. 
•Falconer, Archibald 
Hedges, Timothy 
How, Fisher 

Johnsoni William Samuel 
•Lenox, Robert 
Mason, Cyrus W. 
Mathews, John M. 
McAuley, Thomas 
•Milnor, James 
Patton, William 
Perrit Pelatiah 
•Post, Joel 
•Proudflt, Alexander 
Phillips, W. W. 
Rowland, Henry A. 
•Rutgers, Henry 
Schroeder, J. F. 
Shatzel, Jacob 
Skinner, Thomas H. 
Spring, Gardiner 
Starr, Philemon R. 
Stephens, J. C* 
Tappan, Arthur 
• varick, Richard 
•Ward, Samuel 
•Woolsey, William W. 

PtFterboro*,N, Y. 
Smith, Gerrit 

Phiiadelpkia,Peim, 
AUen, Solomon 
•Carey, Matthew 
Elmest Thomas 
£ly, fisca utiles 



•Henry, Alexander 
•Livingston, Gilbert R. 

Pittsfieldy Mass, 
Newton, Edward A. 

Plymouth, Mass, 
Robbins, Josiah 



Portland, Me. 
Dwight, William T. 

Portsmouth, N, H, 

Coues, Lucy Louifink 
Goodwin, Ichabod 
Peabody, Andrew P., by La- 
dies of his Society 
•Treadwell, Mrs. A!nn 

Pouffhkeepsie, N, Y, 
Cuyler, Cornelius 

Providence, JR. I. 

•Ires, Thomas P. 
Wayland, Francis 
Cleveland, J. P. 

Rahwety, N. J, 
Squier, Job 

Salem, Mass, 

Emerson, Brown 
Phillips, Stephen C 
Williams, ^liam 
Worcester, Zervia F, 

Seheneetadyf N. T. 
•Smith, Peter 

Springfield, Mass. 
Osgood, Samuel 

Springifield, N. Y, 
Barrett, Gerrish 

'JHiomaston, Me, 
•Rose, Daniel 

Utica, N. r. 

Stocking, Samuel 
•Varick, Abraham 

Watertown, Mass. 
Cuahing, John P. 

West BaverTuU, Mass, 
Cross, Abijah 

Wether^ld^ Conn. 
Tucker, Mark 

WiUiamstoum, Mass, 
•Griffin, Edward D. 

Windsor, Conn, 

Hooker, Edward W^ 
Tyler, Bennett 

Worcester, Mast, 
Foster, Alfred Dwigiit 
Lincoln, John W. 
Salisbury, Stephei^ 
•Waldo, Daniel 
•Waldo, E. & R. 
•W»ldA, Suah 
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APPENDIX. 



Second Annual lUport of the Jrupecion 
of the Albany County Penitentiaru, 
with the Documents accompanyiiw the 
tame. Made to the Board of Super- 
visors of the County of Albany, ana the 
Mayor and Recorder of the City of Al- 
bany, in Joint Meeting assenMlea, on 
the 20th Day of December, 1850. Alba- 
ny: Weed, Parsons, S^ Co, 1860. 

Proceedings of ajoint meeting of the board 
of nipervisori of the county of Albany, and the 
mayor and recorder of the city of Albany, held 
December 30, 1850. under and in pursuance of 
the act entitled, ** An Act for the construction of 
a Penitentiary, &c., in the county of Albany," 
passed April 13, 1844. 

Present — all the supervisors and the mayor 
and recorder of the city of Albany. His honor 
the mayor (Franklin Townsend, Esq.) presid- 
ing, and the recorder (D. Wright, Esq.) acting 
as secretary. The inspectonof the Penitentiary 
submitted their second annual report, accompa- 
nied by reports, &c, of the superintendent, phy- 
sician, and chaplain of the Penitentiaiy, which 
were read and accepted. 

Mr. Cotrell offered the following resolution : 
JUaolved, That the county treasurer is hereby 
directed to pay to the superintendent of the Pen- 
itentiary (Amos Pilsbury, Esq.) $S50 in addi- 
tion to his salary, for the year ending 1st of 
March, 1851 -, and further, that he pay to said 
superintendent annually, thereafter^ idSO, so long 
as the present incumbent fills said office : the 
same being in consideration of the eminent ser- 
vices rendered by the said superintendent, and 
the pecuniary sacrifices he has made on several 
occasions to promote the prosperity and advance 
the interests of the institution over which he 
presides with such distinguished ability and suc- 



Which rsiolation was unanimously adopted. 
Whereupon the joint meeting acUoumed. 
I certify the within to be a correct copy of the 
proceedings of the Joint meeting of the board of 
supervisors of the county of Albany, and the 
mayor and recorder of the city of Albany, held 
on the 30th day of December, 1850. 

O. H. CHITTENDEN, 
Cl0rfc iifthe Board qf Supervisors, 

IlVirSOTOBS* BXPOKT. 

TV tks Board tf Supervisors ef CAs CowKts of 
JllbaMjf, end tks Mtmor and Recorder qftke Ctty 
HfJllbanifff m Joint Meeting assembled. 

The undersigned, inspectors of the Albany 
County Penitentiary, beg leave to present the 
following report : — 

The project of establisbinc a Pmitentiary in 
this coimty, when bioacheo in 1843, was re- 
garded Iqr some persons with distrust It in- 
volved a new system of management in respect 
to County Prisons, which, in uieir opinion, had 
not as yet been sufficienuy tested. And then, 
again, it was a measure necessarily requiring 
for its accomplishment t large outlay, which 
could not well be aaked for fimn citizens already 



oveibufdened with taxation. But otheis there 
were who viewed this subject in its proper light. 
They had been for a l<mg time dissatisfied with 
the condition and management of the County 
Jail; its discipline and police they very weU 
knew were not fitted to lessen cnme, or to re- 
form the criminaL Indeed, the reverse seemed 
to be tnie ; vagrants and others, convicted of 
light offences, were imprisoned within its walls, 
mingling together at all hours, and wasting 
their moral and physical health under the blight- 
ing effects of idleness and evil associations, 
why should not some attempt be made to better 
the condition of this class of prisoners ? Why 
should they not labor during their imprison- 
ment, and thus diminish in some degree the 
expenses incurred in their maintenance? If the 
convicts of our State Prisons, many of whom 
had committed crimes of the greatest magni- 
tude, were, for their own goml and that of 
society, sul^ected to a course of moral treat- 
ment, why should not the same policy be ex- 
tended to the tenants of our Jails, who had 
sinned fiur less against the laws? Considera- 
ti(ms like these prevailed, and a Penitentiary 
was erected, which, by means of its admirable 
sjrstem of management, has served, in narrowing 
the bordecs of crime, to decrease in no smaSi 
degree the crimhial expenses of die county. 

It is unnecessary to notice the circumstances 
attending the rise of this instimtion, or to ex- 
plain the nature of its discipline, as they have 
been sufficiently detailed in the reports previ- 
ously submitted to your honorable body. 

All will concur in the remark that it is a 
Prison which the city and county may regard 
with honest pride. Whilst it has more than 
answered the expectations of admiring friends, 
it has silenced the scruples of those who, in its 
early days, deemed it a mere experiment It 
has taught in this state, the all-important les- 
son, that County Prisons, instead of remaining 
schools of idleness and vice^ may, under proper 
regulations, restrain the stndings of crime, and 
become, to a certain extent, self-^ying institu- 
tions. Nor has this lesson been lost on the 
public mind. The Penitentiuy at BufiUo, and 
the one in the course of erecticm at Sjrracuse, it 
may be affirmed, had never beoi tbcMigltt o^ if 
our own had proved a fiiilure. 

Withtheee general romarks, the underrfgned 
would hasten to lay beforo your honorable body 
such considerations as they aro annually re- 
quired to present, respecting the condition, dis- 
cipline, &C., of the Penitentiaiy. 

By referring to the nportof the superintend 
ent, it will be seen that the number of wisoneis 
m confinement on the 31st of October, 1849, was 
177. There have been since received, up to and 
including October 31, 1850, 496 ; makmg the 
whole number of committals during the year 
67Sw There have been dischannd by expiration 
of sentence, and otherwise, 588; tbns leaving 
in confinement, on the 3lBt of October, 1850, 
(the close of the year,) 147. 

During the past year, only three persoBB haw 
been paidoned. It \m no more than JoaC lo 
add, in this oramection, that the present exec- 
xn&n has tlnu fiur used the pardoning poww 
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with a spaxing haod ; and for this the eamma- 
mty may well thank bun. It is a power which, 
wider all cireuniBtaiices, should be cautiously 
exercised. Certainty of punishment for the term 
imposed by the law, if well rooted in the public 
mind, must serve, in a greater or less degree, to 
check crime. 

It is worthy of remark that during the last 
year no escape has been made. The prisonera, 
as a general thing, conducted themselves with 
proprieQr, indicating a perfect willingness to c(«- 
form to the rules ahd regulations of the Prison. 
The few punishments inflicted have been inva- 
riably of a mild character. 

The following facts in regard to the terms of 
imprisonment, taken from the report of the 
superintendent, are worthy of notice: Of the 
498 prisoners received during the past year, 45S 
were sentenced for periods extending from less 
than 30 days to 6 months. Of the 453 above 
mentioned, 1526 were committed for 6 months, 
105 for 3 mcmths, and 156 for terms between 30 
and 60 days, 33 persons were imprisoned until 
bail could be obtained, and only 13 for periods 
ranging from 7 to 18 months. In view of these 
short terms of imprisonment, it would be diffi- 
cult, one would think, to select suitable employ- 
ment for the convicts. Most of them, on coming 
into prison, are found to be ignorant of any pro^ 
itable branch of labor ; hence the introduction 
of trades requiring the exercise of skill would 
be out of place. The prisoners, in £ict, must, 
from the circumstances of the case, be employed 
in labor of the simplest character. The manu- 
fiieUireof cane chair seats, introduced bv the 
superintendent several years since, is stfll con- 
tinued. In this department, at the close of the 
year, there were 30 males and 20 females ; 
there were likewise employed, at the same time, 
36 of the male prisoners in covering demijohns ; 
10 of the male convicts in like manner were 
occupied in what is called the wood-work shop. 
These branches of industry, easily acquired as 
they are, seem well adapted for prisoners under 
short sentences, though necessarily less profita- 
ble than trades such as are carried on in our 
State Prisons. The remaining prisoners were 
variously busied ; some in out-door work, such 
as grading land. &c ; others in cooking, wash- 
ing, making ana mending clothes. Short sen- 
tences not only render Prison labor less produc- 
tive than it otherwise would be, but in some 
cases they are more than valueless to a. Prison 
— positively adding to its expenses. Of the 498 
omvicts received into the Penitentiary during 
the last year, $@ were sentenced for less than 30 
days ; and 156, as has already been indicated, 
for periods from 30 to 60 days. What profita- 
bleness, may reasonably be asked, can accrue to 
the institution from the greatest part of these 178 
convicts ? Nay, rather, how much loss must be 
charged to the proper account ? Some of the 
prisoners on reaching the Prison are unfit to 
labor, by reason of sickness ; and it may be that 
their recovery dated within a few days of the 
expiration of their sentence ; others, again, after 
being fed, clothed, and cured, at the expense of 
the county, are discharged at the very point of 
time when, by means of instruction, they are 
prepared to work with some degree of profit. 
These fitcts are not introduced to prove that 
Prisons should be money-making institutions; 
they may, however, explain the advantage 
which State Prisons, in respect to a mere ques- 
tion of profit, enjoy over that of Penitentiaries. 
In the former, the shortest period of confin^jment 
is two years; in the latter, it may be a few 
days. But there is a more important sense in 
which short sentences are prejudicial ; they 
raoderthe moral treatment pursued in well-reg- ' 



ulated Priflona leas effectnal than it would be 
under dififerent circumstances. The following 
facts in regard to the education, habits of life, 
age, &c., of the convicts received into the Peni- 
tentiary during the last year, are full of mourn- 
ful interest, and indicate the difiiculties that 
hinder the progress of Prison reform. Of the 
496 thus received, 165 could not read or write, 
127 could only read, 200 could read and write, 
and 6 only were well educated ; 86 were under 
20 years, the remaining 413 ranging from 20 to 
over 50 years ; 451 acknowledged themselves 
to be intemperate. What a sorry picture of 
ignorance and evil habits, solidified, as it were, 
by time, is here presented ! A garden of weeds 
cannot be converted into one of fragrant flowers, 
without care and labor, as well as time. Nor 
can ignorance and dejMravity be overcome with- 
out using the same means. The philanthropist 
would naturally expect to meet with less suc- 
cess in the use of moral and religious means in 
Penitentiaries than in State Prisons, where the 
terms of imprisonment are longer ; but, not- 
withstanding this genera] truth, the labors of 
the worthy chaplain connected with the Peni> 
tentiary have not been in vain. By referring 
to his report, it will appear that preaching on 
the Sabbath, personal visitations, and the dis- 
tributing books and tracts, comprehended his 
general duties. He says tiiat, during the last 
yearj the prisoners have attentively listened to 
his mstructions. Familiar conversation with 
the convicts, in his view, is deemed an impor- 
tant element in any system of moral treatment ; 
and hence has Jie devoted to this branch of his 
duties as much time as circumstances would 
allow. In respect to the general results of his 
labors during the year, he uses this language : 
" that he has much reason to hope that salutary 
and lasting impressions have been made upon 
the minds of some of tlte prisoners." 

From the report of the physician, it seems 
that the convicts have generally enjoyed good 
health during the year. No epidemic has mani- 
fested itself. There were but two deaths — 
both resulting from delirium tremens. This 
small moltality speaks volumes m commenda^ 
tion of the means employed to preserve the 
health of the Prison. 

The undersigned, in examining and auditing, 
at their quarterly meetings, the accounts of the 
superintendent, have found them to be invaria- 
bly correct The vouchers showed that the 
superintendent, in making his purchases for the 
institution, exercised the strictest economy. It 
is proper to add in this place, that the books 
relating to the business concerns of the Prison 
are so kept as to combine method with neat- 
ness and clearness. 

The undersigned, as required by the rules, 
have, at sundry times during the year, individu- 
ally visited the Penitentiary. On these occa- 
sions, they have, withqut exception, found its 
several departments in admirable condition. In- 
deed, every thin^ in and about the cells, work- 
shops, hospital, kitchen, &c., plainly denoted that 
proper regard was paid to nearness and health. 

The superintendent in his report has sub- 
mitted a detailed statement in regard to the 
financial condition of the Prison during the fis- 
cal year, which will be read with more than 
ordinary interest 
The entire expenditure for the sup- 
port and management of the insti- 
tution during the past year was. $10,261 42 

The total amount of income, 9,810 51 

Leaving a balance of expense 
against the Prison, for the year 
ending on the 3l8t of October, 
1850 t $450 91 
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Tniai doM it appear tliat fcr the last twalvv 
mootlui liie Penitentiuy, witbin a fiactioa, haa 
■appoitad itsel£ 

Oonndering the abort tsmu of imprisoomeiit, 
and the nature of the employmentB, which were 
introdaced rooce with reference to theee terms 
than a mere anticipation of profit, the nnder- 
siKned cannot but regard the fikct just stated 
an extraordinaiy one ; and they venture to say 
that, all things being equal, no similar measure 
of success has beretofore been met with, in the 
financial history of Priscms. The Prison at Sing 
Sing, with a large number of couTicts. whose 
terms of sentence avera^ flxxn four ana a half 
to five years, has not paid its expenses for many 
veers past The Prison at Clinton is proverbially 
known to have been a fitthire. By referring to 
the report of the superintendent, it will be seen 
that the $4000 received from the county treasury 
during the past year, with the exception of the 
9450 91 above mentioned, has been abeoriwd 
in an increase of cash, of debts due the Prison, 
and of {sropert^ in hand. 

The undersigned, in Justice to their own 
feelings, cannot close this portion of their report 
without expressing the h^ that no circum- 
stances may ever arise to deprive tiie Peniten- 
tiary of the valuable services of its present super- 
intendent. It is a matter of gratulation, that the 
eflbrt recently made in Connecticut to induce 
Captain Pilsbury to return to the earW scenes 
(^ his labors, as warden of the State Prison at 
Wetherifield, was ineffectual. Bfay he kmg 
continue in his present sphere of usefulness. 
As a disciplinarian, he is equalled by few, and 
excelled 1^ none. He has rendered the Albsny 
County Penitentiary, over which he has pre- 
sided frran its earliest days, an institution wor- 
thy of all imitation ; and one, it may be added, 
which has exerted in this state the happiest 
influence in disseminating just views in relation 
to the proper management of Coun^ Prisons. 

At the present day, the subject of Prison Dis- 
cipline is regarded in enlightened countries with 
peculiar interest That it shmild have been 
overlooked by the humane of past ages, at first 
sight excites our surprise. Whilst ministering 
their charities to the poor, and palliating wretch- 
edness in many of its worst forms, they seemed 
to have closed their hearts, as it were, against 
the wrong-doer. The truth is, their want of 
sympathy in this matter may be ascribed to false 
notions respecting the design of criminal law ; 
the old theory seemed to lie, that vengeance con- 
stituted the main element of the penal code. 
The safe detenticm of the criminal, as a means 
of quieting the public peace and protecting its 
rif^ts, was the only principle involved in the 
management of Prisons. No wonder, therefore, 
that public sentiment, educated in such a belief, 
should have become insensibly hardened to the 
honore of the dungeon. The modem theory of 
punishment, which recognizes as its chief end 
the repression of crime and the reformation of 
the oflTender, may be said to have germinated 
in the days of Howard. 

Since his death, this theory has been ably 
discussed and upheld, at successive intervals, 
down to the present day, in the writings of wise 
and good men. These moral means, so unwea- 
riedly applied, — especially in England and our 
own country, — have been like *^seed sown 
in good ground." They have not only enlight- 
ened public sentiment, but led equally to hu- 
mane legislation, which, in the gradual correc- 
tion of old abuses, has succeeded in establish- 
ing uniform systems of Prison discipline, which 
are founded on sympathy, and on a knowledge 
of human nature. 

The condition and management of Prisons 



prior 10 tiM tima of Howaid fiirBwd a tamUs 
picturs of misery, whiehjjiFith few exceptions, 
was every whera seen. Tbib convicted and tlM 
uooonvided, tbe skk and the well, the sana 
and the insane, the young and the boaiy beaded, 
the debtor and the petty assaulter, the felon and 
the murderer, were crowded into damp, unven* 
tilated cells, alive with vermin, and nseking 
with stench. Intbssechambenof miaeiy.whna 
idleness reigned eupnase, where no relinaus in- 
straction waa allowed, when ganhmm, and 
drinkinir, and oaths, ana ofaseeneness varied the 
dull tedium of oonflnemeat, how -few, in the 
language of another, ^ could eater, if uneoirup^- 
ed, without pollutian ; and if guilty, without In- 
corriag deeper stains of crimuality ! " It was 
clearly seen, that as long as an indisciSminale 
aasociation of priaoners was allowed in Prisons, 
it were useless to think of abridfina c™"^ <" 
bettering the condition of the coniact. This 
thought it was that auggesled those remedial 
measures — dassifieatioB and isolation, as it 
has been termed — which constitute the ground- 
work of the prevailing systeass of Prison dis> 
cipline. 

Without attempting to trace the history of 
these measuvM, or to explain the reasons why 
they have been so slowly developed, the under- 
sisned would barely ^lude to the manner 
wherein they are applied at the present day. 

Classification is Mill extensively used in the 
J^Ib in England, and in aome of the Prisons 
on the continent, though the tone of public sen- 
timent seems to regard it in the light of a feil- 
uro. Under this plan, perrons are classified 
according to the crimes whoreof they have been 
charged or convicted j for imtance, those charged 
with misdemeamws are kept separate tknm those 
accused of felonies. It does not. however, it wiD 
be seen, shut out corrupting influences ; ^ for 
one previously convicted and punished for a fel- 
<my may be found, at some subeequent period, 
Joined in Prison with another who is charged, 
perhaps, for the flrst time, with a simple misde- 
meanor." In our country, daasification, in some 
instances, is still imperfectly adopted in County 
Jails ; it does not, however, enter into the dis- 
cipline of our Penitentiaries or State Prisonsi 
Tlie principle of isolation, though first estab- 
lished 4n Europe, has been more successfully 
developed in our own country ; indeed, our ex- 
periments in Prison management, nearly twenty 
years ago, were esteemed of so valuable a char 
acter, as to attract the attention of several of the 
European governments, that sent out commis- 
sioners to gather wisdom firom our experience. 
" Isolation embraces what are called the sepa- 
rate and the silent systems of discipline, both of 
which recognize labor. The former implies the 
entire separation of prisoners in celhi ; tbe latter 
implies separation in celte at night, but asso- 
ciation in silence during the day." Much has 
been written on the merits of these two mess- 
urea On the other side of tbe water, and espe- 
cially in the Penitentiaries of England, tiie sraa- 
rate system is found to be more in use and in 
greater favor than the silent In our country, 
however, the silent system generally obtaimw 
Still, in the opinion of some, the separate systesB 
has been adopted with great success in the Prism 
at Philadelphia, and in one or two othen of 
the same character. The undersigned, without 
venturing an opinion on this mooted point, would 
observe tiiat whatever has been happily accom- 
plished by Prison discipline, must oe ascribed 
to the workings of the two systems above men- 
tioned. As remedial means, they have a strong 
hold on the public regard, and will probably 
never be su|q>lanted by other forms of discipline. 
Their influence thus fer would seem to have 
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befln, on tbe wMIe; ttfttM mtiSy% and powerftil 
ia deteRing fiom crime, than in efltedng the 
itit)rmatiao of the prisoner. And it isqaeraon- 
able whetber either of them will pO MCoa ranch 
of a reformatory power, until they are strength- 
^KUbd and austained bf certain o^laienl me«a^ 
une, in respect to which the public have aa yet 
pkid but little attention. 

In the first place, the long terms of impriaon- 
ment in our State Prisons should be shortened. 
Long sMlMcea serv« to sifut out all hope from 
llie bfeflsl'of tbe convlet ; and this withdrawal 
of hope it is that eneenders irritableness of feel- 
inirv wMch gmdttauy fesien the whole soul. 
What soil la Aei% under thtom circumstancea 
for the growth of moral Impressions f The pruv* 
<mer. amid the solitariness of his cell, instead of 
atrivrng to purge bis mind from evil thoughts. 
■Mins rather intmC onnonriahtigqrfeen, aM 
esvy, and «veiy unhallowed passion. 

Again) previaicMi sheuld be made, either by 
statute or tty voluntaiy aodeties, to befriend the 
convict on his Itbtfratton from Prison. Some- 
thing has been dene, it is true, on a ainall scale, 
in effecting this purpose j but no great and pew-' 
erftil means^ suoh as are worthjr of the subject, 
have been ae yet appUb<L It is, indeed, a matter 
of astonishment diat the • humane have slept 
over this charity so long. The prisoner may 
take leave of his cell with all its terrible associa- 
tions, buoyed up' with the hope of rendering 
himself useful aind respMtable m life. But, O, 
how soon are his- teeolutiens bitAren ! He meets 
with no friend- to quiet tMs fean. to rftise his 
hopes, or to-eootbe his agitated feelings ; no sniiltf 
ii^ts up his pathway ; no one is there to give 
hnn empk^Fment) though he may eeek- it with 
tears. Under such circumstances, well may he 
despair. He feels that the mark of the beast is 
upon him ; that bis onlv home, after all, is the 
ione cell be bad so lately left ; and he resolves 
fltraightway to return to iL This is a familiar 
illustration of what is seen in the history of di»- 
chaiged convicts. The want of such a provision 
as has been suggested is the chief cause of re* 
commitments to our Prisons. 

Again, a certain class of persons convicted for 
tbe first time, and sentencea to the State Prison, 
flhould be sent to Penitentiaries. It oilentimes 
happens that one who had sustamed a fair 
character, in consequence of taking one false 
step is consigned to the State Prison. No one 
can measure the depth of misery into which this 
poor convict is plunged. Accustomed, perhaps, 
Co pure associations, he finds himself ui at once 
surrounded by those who have grown old in 
crime. He feels that his character cannot be 
retrieved ; that he is tainted for life. And the 
result is, that his proud heart rises in rebellion, 
and becomes insensibly hardened. Had he been 
transferred, after conviotiofi, to some Peniten- 
tiary, within whose walls he would necenarilj 
have regarded himself less of an outcast, his 
pride, perhaps, had been subdued, and his heart 
rendered susceptible to wholesome influences. 

It would seem that in cases like the one in 
4|aestion, and indeed in others, where, previous- 
ly to a first conviction, tolerable fairness of char- 
acter had been evidenced, that judges should be 
empowered to sentence to a Penitentiary in lieu 
of a State Prison. 

There are two topics of interest which the 
undersigned would briefly advert to, before 
bringing these remarks to a close : the first re- 
lates to County Jaib. Until within a few years, 
the Jails of our country have been lamentably 
neglected ; indeed^ in most of diem, at the pres- 
ent day, no provision is made for the health or 
comfovt of the pristmer ; and no safeguards are 
thento keep him frttn being ooataaiaated by 



evn aiHodttiona. The Jafls in Connecticut are 
exceptions to this rule; and the New Jail in 
Boston, which is now in the process of erection, 
will not only adorn that city in an architectural 
sense, but at the same time illustrate the wis- 
dom and hnmahlty of its municipal government. 
Prisons of this class ata used, an is well known, 
for the safe detention of persons before trial, 
and for the imprisonment pf those who have 
been convicted of light crimes. It would seem 
maniftfitly proper that the treatment of prisoners 
in Jails, berore and after conviction, should not 
be the same in character. In both cases, reli- 
gions instruction and separation of persdn should 
be the only points of resemblanfce. Before con- 
viction, the discipline should be mild, for the 
person in custody may be guiltless of tne crime 
imputed to him ; and he should Airtbermore be 
permitted to labor of Ms own choice, if occupa- 
tion will be the means of softenine the rigors of 
hi9 imprisonmeift. After conviction^ however, 
the discipline should necessarily eqjom hard la- 
bor, and possess a ledbrmateiy influence. These 
views in respect to the diedpiine to be used in 
Jails, familiar as they are to those who have 
studied this subject; cannot, in view of their 
importance, be* too urgently impressed oii the 
public mind. In populous and wealthy counties 
or districts, would it not be better to convert 
Jails into mere houiwfir of detention, and in' 
addftfon thereto, erect Penitentiaries for the pun- 
ishment of all convicts whose crimes ranfp 
below State Prison ofilbnces ? Under these cir- 
cumstances, smaller and less proipMons coun*- 
ties would b* enabled, through legtslative enact* 
ment, to send those convieted of minor ofleneea' 
to the Penitentiaries In question* In several of 
the states this ideii baa been partially developed ; 
it has, however, been more fiilly ulusCratM in 
the case of onr own Penitentiaiy. 

In the second place, some jnovisioB should bo- 
made, in the large cities, to rescue from -destruc- 
tion the hordes of boyu and girls who prowl 
daily through the public stmeti, soliciting alms. 
Ax., at every fsiiop. Thoi^ liable to amac, 
unAer the statute, a» vagrants, yet as they can- 
not be looked upon in ^iight of criminals, and 
as no seasonable place has been provided for 
them, the magistrate verjr naturally seems disin> 
clined to send them to Prison. Hence, as a gen- 
eral thing, they contmue io rove at large, gradu- 
ally preparing themselves for the State Prison 
and the gaUows. It is due there are schools, 
"under whose iHooding wings" these little 
ones may be sheltered from evil exposures ; but 
no kind paiwitB or friends lead them thither- 
ward. 

The thought that these children of misfortune, 
under proper culture^ may become uaeftil mem- 
bers of society, should impel the charitable to do 
something for their relief. In a state like ours, 
which has signalized itself in its noble eflbrts to 
promote tbe education of the poor, parents are 
inexcusable in keeping their chilaren in igno- 
rance. If the^ care not for the temporal and 
spirimal condition of their offspring, it by no 
means follows that others should not In every 
populous cilv, an instimtion of a parental char- 
acter should be organized, for the express pur- 
pose of receiving that class of children who are 
now liable, as has been stated, to be committed 
to Prison under the vagrant act This home for 
the friendless, as it may Justly be termed, should 
combine the advantages of a school ana work- 
home ; its inmates, after remaining therein a 
suitable time, would go out into the world, pre- 

Cd in some degree to resist its temptations 
, not the hope be entertained that a hoBM 
like the one in question will be reared at no 
I distant day in tiua ci^ f Such anaeatj if prop- 
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vdy adnoinutond, would be eminently uaeAil in 
Mprening crime. 
All of which is reepectftilly submitted. 

G. L VAJJ ZANDT, 
WM. W. FORSYTH, 
SAMUEL F&UYlf 
Albaivt, December % 1850. 



SuPXRIltTSIfDXIfT'l RXPOKT. 

The superintendent of the Penitentiaiy le- 
qiectfully submits the following statements, 
tables, and statistics, showing the receipts ana 
expenditures, branches of business carried m, 
number employed in each branch or department, 
number of prisoners received and discharged, 
the number in confinement at the commence- 
ment and end of the year, crime, sentence, age, 
nativity, social relations, habits of life, educa- 
tion, &c, ascertained from each prisoner at the 
time of commitment, for year ending October 
31,1850. 

ucAnTUi.A,Tioir. 

Improvement and repairs, $357 29 

Furniture, 166 96 

Clothing and bedding, 66101 

Provisions, 4,791 43 

General expense account,. 4,984 73 

$10,961 49 
IncMie, 

Basket making, |917 36 

Wood-workshop, 549 64 

Shoemaking, 939 73 

Chair seating, 2,494 40 

Dem^ohn shop, 2,817 96 

Female depaittnent, 686 86 

Board account,. . . t 3,397 41 

Received for visitors and 

fines,. 366 68 

Balance of interest account, 47 48 
Balance of expense to the 

Instimtion, 450 91 

10,961 49 

EiB^loymmU, October 31, 185a 

ICALX PRisoirxBa. 

Making cane chair seats, 30 

Covering demijolms, &C., 36 

Wood-work shop, 10 

Waiters in hall, bart)er,&c., • 4 

Insane and invalids. 5 

Grading land and other out-door worlL 14 

— 99 

FSICALX PBISOIVXBS. 

Making cane chair seats. SO 

Making and mending clothes for prisoners 14 
Waiting and cleaning in hall and house, 4 

Invalids, 3 

At work in kitchen, cooking, washing, 
and ironing for the whole establishment, 8 

— 48 

Total, 147 

Crime. 

Vasrancy, 133 

Petit larceny, Ill 

Assault and batteiy, 115 

Disorderly, 113 

Malicious mischief, 3 

Assault and battery on an ofiicer, 3 

Assault and battery, and riot, 10 

Wilful trespass, 2 

Breach of peace, 14 

Misdemeanor^ 6 

Total, 71m 



Agewkmii 

Under 90 yean, 89 

From 90 to 30 yean, 179 

From 30 to 40 yean old,. 113 

From 40 to 50 yean old, 86 

Over 50 yean of age, Af^ 

Total, 49ft 

TVm <tf Smteiiees. 

18 months, 9; 16 months, 1 ; 19 months, 7 s 
11 months, 1 ; 9 months, 1 $ 7 mcmtha, 1 f 5 
months, and $50 fine. 1 ; 6 months, 195; & 
months,8 ; 4 months, 39; 110 days,3 : 3 OMmths, 
105; 30 to 60 days, 156: less than 30 days, 99; t» 
obtain bail, 33. —Total, 496. 

By ¥them eomnatUd, 

John O. Cole, Albany, 101 

S.H.U. Parsons, » 7S 

Courtof Special Sessions, Albany, 87 

County OT Mayor's Court, ** ft 

J.B.Houghtailing,Watervliet,.. 44 

J. W. Byrne, « 9» 

P. F.Daw, « 17 

Jonathan Hart, •* 13 

J. A. McKown, Guilderland, 1 

W.R. Tanner, 1 

G^rgeLenett. 1 

Cornelius vanoerzee, Coeymans,. 1 

Police Court, Troy, 96 

Pdice Court. Schenectady 19 

County of Schenectady, 3 

Coun^ of Schoharie,.. & 

Coon^ of Columbia, • 11 

Total, i 498 

M'atives ,qf tJu foUowing Covrntrieei United 
States, 314; Ireland, 225; Germany, 17; Eng- 
land, 18 ; Scotland, 5 ; Canada, 16 : France, 3. — 
Total, 496. 

Social B^tttiotu, . 

Married, wife or husband living, 335 

Single, (90 yean of age and upwards,). . . . ISl 
WiUiout jMurents, fiiends, or guardians,. ... 54 

Boys havmg parents living,* 51 

Widowen or widows havmg children living, 37 

Total, 498 

EduemtieiM. 

Can read and write, 200 

Can read only,. 197 

Cannot read or write, 165 

Well educated, 5 

Classically educated, 1 

Total, 498 

Admit themselves to be intemperate, 451 

Claim to be temperate, 47 

Total, 498 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

AMOS PILSBlfRY, St^sruKendotf. 
Albaht, November 1, 1850. 



Chaplaiit'i Rxpokt. 

To the Inspectors efthe Peiutentimnf. 

Gentlemen : The aspect of things in this in- 
stitution, BO for as my particular department is 
concerned, has undergone no special change the 
past year. Those who have come in are of the 
same general class as in former yean : there has 
been a small increase of numben, as has been 
the cato from the first; but their compantive 
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-,— , criBMs, ud nonl oonditioii, do sol enan- 
mlly diflbr at any time. The great miUority of 
thrai always are young men, or thoae of middle 



By raferring to the report of the euperintend- 
«nt, in which will be found in full the statistics 
of crimes, tec, it will be quite easy for one to 
judge of the moral state of the convicts at the 
date of their commitment to Prison. 

As to the course porsued by the chsqtlain, or 
the measures adopted by him for their improve- 
ment and reformation, while in Prison, they are 
flimply the ordinary means of preaching on the 
Sabbath, personal Tisitations, and the distribu- 
tion of religious books. 

In respect to die depoitment of the prisoners 
during tile hour of religious services, we have 
the satisfaction to say tiiat they are uniformly 
«ttentive and orderiy. Seldom do we witness 
any thing in their conduct in any way unbe- 
coming the (riaoe or the occasion. And if there 
are any among them, males or females, who 
bave refused to attend the chapel services, or 
«ven manifested a reluctance to do so, I have 
not known it ; but on the contrary, there is 
£Dod reason to believe that many feel it to be a 
duty, and really yidue the pririlege. And from 
the manner in which they are accustomed to 
•peak of what the^ have heard, we may often 
gather veiy pleasmg evidence that they have 
not heard in vain, but have remembered and 
aeriously poiulered the thin||8 spoken. 

Most or them appear wdling to conAes that 
they have lived dissolute lives, hi the neglect 
of the sanetuaiy, and in the open violation of 
all the obligations and duties of the Babbath ; 
and, consequantiy, concerning the true and cor- 
rect teachings of the Scriptures, they are in the 
weiy depths of ignorance. And none, therefore, 
but the most plain and practical truths should be 
brought before them, if you would reach their 
understanding and affect their hearts. To do 
this, to exhibit precept and doctrine in so clear a 
light that the fe^lest mind might comprehend 
the meaning, has been the constant aim of the 
chqilain. And what the future result may 
nrove to be, in any particular instance, we must 
leave to the development of the good providence 
of God. These hearts are His, and the word is 
liw, and upon Him alone depends the success of 
this ellbrt or of that 

In my private interviews with them in their 
cells, always do we meet some who are desirous 
to eonverse on religious topics, and disposed 
to listen to instruction. And others, who seem 
lass eommimicative at first, often, after a littie 
aoquainomce, appear difTerentiy, and by proper 
treatment their confidence may be in a good 
measure secured. But there is a third class, 
who are either so stupid or so hardened in guilt 
and crime, that it is with much difficulty you 
can gain aeoees to their reason or to tlieir con- 
aciences. In short, experience will soon teach 
all who are called to perform labors in this field, 
that gentleness and affectionate plainness are in- 
dispensable qualifications. 

And of the high importance of this mode and 
means of doing good effectually to the prisoner. 
tile chaplain's own views most perfectly accord 
with the written instructions given him on this 
|K>int. And I have only regretted that I could 
not spend more time with them in this way: 
but omer duties and engagements have rendered 
it utterly irapracticaUe to see them as often as I 
could wish. I have, however, endeavored, and 
made it a practice, to pass an hour or two every 
Babbath, direedy after preaching, in answering 
<faalr qncalioM and imputmg needful oounseL 



This, on soma aceoonti, is the most fimmible 
season to address them personally ; and if jEuture 
airangements should put it in my power to oc- 
cupy more time in this delightful employment, I 
shall gladly improve the oi^rtunity. 

The tracts given out and exchuiged among 
them once a week are selected with reference 
to their circumstances and wants. Books, also, 
on various religious and other interesting sub- 
jects, are given to those who are disposed to 
improve their leisure hours. And we have en- 
couragins evidence that many have read these 
little volumes with profit, and have received 
light and knowledge from these pages of evan- 
gelical truth. 

It is not expedient, perhaps, to cumber this 
report with the details of individual cases, though 
it would give us pleasure to relate a few inci- 
dents, were there room for it But as we de- 
signed only to give some general views, that the 
friends of the institution may know that the 
moral well being of its unfortunate inmates is 
diligently cared for, it may be sufficient to ob- 
serve that we have had cause to hope, from time 
to time, that salutary and abidins impressions 
have been made upon the minds of numbers of 
these men. With many of them it is the first 
time in their lives that tiiey ever seriously 
com^idered their ways, or felt, in any manner 
as they ought, their accountability as moral 
agents. 

Knowledge, education, is that which all this 
class of our fellow-men most need ; not in this 
or that particular branch, but in all that which 
goes to make the man. 

The history of the criminal's life contafais few 
lines of strict discipline and moral training. Let 
them be taught tiie bearings of human actions, 
and make ttiem acquainted with the laws of 
their being^ and then you have laid the inde- 
structible foundations of respectability and vir- 
tue. Conscience, that highest faculty of the 
soul, must be taught to act, ere man is led to see 
his worth, or brought to feel the dignity of his 
nature, or made to care for his destiny. 

If tile labors of the chaplain shall be found at 
last to have contributed in some small degree to 
the accomplishment of this great end of life and 
piety, the object of his ministrations will be 
attained. T. R. RAWSON, Ou^ptam, 

Ajlbant Pknitkntiakt, ) 
November, 1850. { 



PHTiiciAir's RaroBT. 

To t&s Jtupeeters ^ the jUba»§ OowUiff Pm' 
iUaUiary* 

The undersigned, physician to the above b>- 
stitution, reports,— 

That he has made 1900 prescriptions tojnia- 
oners, and prescribed for 900 prisoners. Two 
deaths have occurred during the present year, 
viz., ■ ■ Willson, on the 6th of June, and 
Stephen Miller, on the 94th of July, tx>th having 
died of delirium tremens The institution has 
not been visited by any epidemic during the last 
year. There have been more cases of delirium 
tremens than of any other disease ; the number 
attacked with this disease, during the past year, 
was 90. Very much of the good health of the 
prisoners may be justiy attributed to the regular 
discipline, good, wholesome food, and perfectiy 
ventilated state of the Prison and workshops. 
Yours respectfully, 

BARENT P. STAATS., M. D, 

AiBAifT, November 90, 1850. 
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Mmlm and Bf tlm m fitr Hub Oavemment, 
BeguitOion, and Discipline of the Al- 
bany County Penitentiary J eetabUeked 
by the Board of Supervisors of the 
County of Albany, and the Mayor and 
Recorder of the CUy of Albany, in Joint 
Meeting assembled, on the 26th Day of 
December, 184S, [under and by virtue of 
the Law of the Legislature of the State 
of New zork, for the Construction of a 
Penitentiarv, Bfc.t in the Coun^ of Al- 
bany, passea ISth of Aprilt 1844.] His 
Honor the Mayor ^ John Taylor, in the 
Chair; and the BeeordeTf Deodatus 
Wright, Secretary, 

Thx principal keeper onuperintendent of tlie 
Penitentiaiy shall have the entire control and 
management of all its concerns, subject to the 
authority established b^ law and the rules and 
regulations adopted for its government. It shall 
be his duty to obey and carry out idl written 
orders and instructions that he shall from time 
to time receive ftom the proper authorities, and 
iie shall be held responsible for the manner in 
which the said Penitentiary is managed and 
conducted. He shall reside at the Penitentiary, 
and examine daily into the state thereof, visit 
eveiy apartment, and see every prisoner con- 
fined therein, as often as good order and neces- 
sity may require. He smdl exercise a general 
supervision and direction, in regard to the disci- 
pline and police of the Prison, and to the tmsi- 
nets concerns thweof, shall make aU purchases 
for the support of the prisoners and proper man- 
agement of the institution, and shall superin- 
tend all the business carriea on, and labor done, 
in and upon the buildings or laud befenging 
to or connected with the institution. 

It shall be the duty of the superintMident to 
select and employ one person, who shall be 
styled deputy keeper, who shall be his principal 
assistant, and in the absence of the superintend- 
ent, clothed with and exercise all his powers, so 
far as relates to the discipline of the Penitentiary 
and the safe keeping of the prisoners. He shall 
also nominate (to be approved of or appointed by 
the board of inspectors; one oveneer, or assist- 
ant keeper, to each branch of business carried 
on, and such number of persons for watchmen 
or guards as may be necessary for the safe keep- 
ing of and for guarding the Penitentiary, to hold 
their respective places durinc the pleasure of 
the superintendent Such assistants and guards 
■hall be under the government of the superin- 
tendent, and subject to his orders, who shall 
oversee and direct them in their several duties, 
and shall make such rules for their government, 
and for the government of spectators and othen 
who may be admitted within the Prison or 
yards, or who may be found lurking or loitering 
without, upon the lands belonging to the estab- 
lishment, as circumstances may require; pro- 
vided they are not incompatiUe with the laws 
of the state, or the rules and regulations adopted 
lor the general sovemment of tiie Penitentiary. 

It shall also be the duty of the superintend- 
ent to cause the books of the Penitentiary to be 
■0 kept, as cleariy to exhibit the state of the 
prisoners, the number received and discharged, 
the number employed in grading and cultivat- 
ing the land and other out-door work, and the 
number employed in each branch of business 
carried on. with their eaminm, together with 
the eqienaituras at each brandi or department ; 
and he shall make out a quarteriy cash aocount, 
in which he shall specify, minutely, the persons 
to whom or ftom whom moneya have been paid 



or neriiwd, asil fx wlMt _ 

Btract of vouchers for all expimditoiw, whioh» 
with the vouchers, he shall prepare and lay befi»» 
the inspectors, for them to examine and audit at 
their quarterly meeting, at the aid of every three 
months, at the Penitentiaiy. And the superiiih 
tendent may, and he is herelqr authorised Jo> 
draw on the county treasurer, from time lo time, 
for such sums as may be necessary to defray the 
expenses of the instimtioii, and for its necessaiy 
maintenance and repairs ; said drafts to he ap- 
proved of and countersigned by the inspeetoni, 
(« 1^ a majority of th«n t and the eoanty treae- 
ursr is hereby authoriaea and directed to pair 
such drafts, so countersigned, whenevw tb» 
same are presented. He shall close his accounts 
and books of the Penitentiary, and hafamoe the 
same, on the last day of October in eaeh year, 
and render a report exhibiting a compmhenaivv 
view of all the transactions of the Penitentiaiy 
during the preceding year, showing the amount 
of labor performed, and the eammgs and ex- 
penditures of each tiranch of labor at which the 
prisoners nuv have been emplc^yed, together 
with the profit or loss accjniing or resulting fima 
the same. 

He will also eee that the piieonen are treated 
with humanity, that the sick and complaining 
have proper medical and other attendance, and 
that tiiey are supplied with such food and medi- 
cines as may be prescribed and neceaaaiy. 

All prisoners received by the principal keep- 
er or superintendent of the Penitentiary shall be 
salely kept for the term for which they may 
be sentenced to confinement, and shall be em- 
ployed in the grading, cultivation, and proper 
management of the land belonging to the insti- 
tutioB, or at any other work whidi the inspect- 
ors ahaU direct .for the proper msintanance and 
best inlBiests of the eetablishaMiit 

The clothinff of the prisoners, on their recep- 
tion into the Penitentiaiy, shall be taken firom 
them, and (if worth presenring) lestorad to 
them on their discharge. On theur entnnce into 
the establishment, they are to be thoroughly 
cleansed, and clothed in the Prison dress, whidi 
will be, for males, a Jacket, vest, and panta- 
loons, made of coane cloth, with a cap of the 
same material \ they aw also to have woollen 
socks, with coarse leather shoes ; their ahirto 
shall be made ftom stout ootlm doth, and 
changed once a week. For femake, a checked 
\\DBtfy tN»k and skirt, cotton check apron and 
neckerchief; shoes and stockings, and the usual 
under clothes. Each prisoner shall have an iron 
frame bedstead, with iron sacking bottom, straw 
mattress and pillow, (and in winter one com- 
forter,) and two hlanketa, one ni^t bucket, one 
water can, and one spoon, kiufe, and folk. 
The corridors of the Prison shall be sufilciently 
warmed in cold weather with proper ftaea. 
Eaeh fffisoner on his or her discharge (if they 
have no clothes to be returned to them) shall, 
at the discretion of the superintendent, be flir- 
ntehed with a cheap laborer^ dress, and with 
a sum of mon^ not exceeding one dollar, to 
enable him or her to find wwk for his or ner 
auppoit. 

The prisoners, after receiving their mtions, 
shall eat in their eeUs, and observe such fulee 
in relation thereto as shall be direeted by tfa^ 
superintendent 

The rations, or daily euhsistonee of the prie- 
' oners, shall consist of one pound of salt or 
eomed beef four days ; three fourths of a pound 
of salt pork, or three fourths of a jpound of sail 
Ibh, one day ; and one pound of fbedi meal, 
made into soup, two days in each week. One 
pound of bread, made of good wheat middling^ 
for bieakfiurt and dtainer Md| day, and one thim 
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of a poond of corn meal made Into mtuth, wMi 
lialf a gill of moUunes, for nipper ; there shall be 
lour bushels of potatMS, carrots, or turnips, for 
«very one hundred rations, and a sufficient quan- 
ti^ of salt, p«pper, and vinegar, with such alter- 
ations, fnm time to time, as ma^ be deemed 
jieeessary and approved of hy the mspecton. 

The prisoners shall be required to labor dili- 
gently the whole time they shall be out of their 
cells, and in going to and from their cells they 
vball observe such order as mav be directed by 
the superintendent ; thev shall be required to 
communicate with their keepers in a respectfiil 
manner, and with the greatest brevity ; they are 
not to converse with each other, or to be al- 
lowed to hold intercourse with any person not 
belonging to the institution, unless oy permis- 
sion, and in the presence or the superintendent 
or his deputy ; they must conduct themselves 
with perfect older, and in strict compliance with 
the directions of their officers. Silence, order, 
and regularity must reign ; they must be indus- 
trious, submissive, obedient, and labor diligently 
in silence. In tiieir cells they must also be 
■ilent, speaking to no person except in the event 
of sickness, in which case they can make it 
known to the officer on duty. The officers are 
not to treat the prisoners with harshness or an- 
ger, but while a spirit of mildness is to prevail, 
tiiey are, nevertheless, expected to be firm and 
consistent in the discharge of their duties. 

Each prisoner shall have a Bible and hymn 
book in his cell, and such other books, or tracts, 
as may be furnished for their use ; and they will 
be required to attend service in the chapel every 
Babbath^ and also such other religious and moral 
instruction as may be provided for them ; at all 
other times during that day they shall remain in 
their cells. 

The chaplain to the Penitentiary shall have 
the privilege, and it shall be his du^, to visit at 
any and at all times the male prisoners, when 
in their cells or in the hospital, to instruct and 
teach those that cannot read, and to administer 
to all such advice, instruction, and consolation, 
as he may deem best calculated to promote 
tiieir reformation ; and at all proper times he 
riiall endeavor to impress upon their minds the 
justice of their punishment^ and the necessity of 
a strict compliance, on their part, with the rules 
of the establishment. 

He shall attend and perform such service in 
the chapel on every Sabbath day, at such hour 
or hours as shall be designated by the superin- 
tendent, with the prisoners, male and female, 
who shall be assembled for that purpose. 

He shall not furnish the prisoners with any 
information or intelligence in relation to secular 
matters, except by permission of the superin- 
tendent ; nor shall he have any other inter- 
course with the prisoners than such as shall be 
necessary and proper in teaching tliem to read, 
and imparting such moral and religious instruc- 
tion as shall be best calculated to promote their 
■ttbordinatton, reformation, and spiritual welfiire: 
nevertheless, he shall endeavor to learn, in visit- 
ing the pris(mers in their cells, so much of their 
past history and present views and feelings as 
will enable blm to adapt his instructions and 
reproofe directly to their individual cases and 
circumstances. He will keep in mind, that by 
risiting the prisoners in the solitude of their 
cells, by personally teaching the illiterate, and 
by explaining to all, individually, their moral 
and religious duties and obligations, he will 
confer upon them benefits far greater than any 
which can alone be received by them, from his 
labors and services, while they are congregated 
for the customary public worship on the Sab- 
bath. 



Ha A'an not reeefre fitom, or confer any prei- 
ent upon, the prisonetB, nm shall he have any 
dealings with them, nor shall he take to them, 
or convey from them, any letters from or to 
their friends, or others ; nor write, or otherwise 
become the medium of^ communication between 
them and their friends, or others, without the 
consent and aj^robation of the superintendent. 

He shall in all cases conform to the general 
rules and regulations adopted for the govern- 
ment of the Penitentiary ; and it shall be hii 
duty, annaally, to render a report to the inspect- 
ors of his proceedings for the year, with such 
remarios and suggestions in relation to the intel- 
lectual, moral, and religious condition of the 
prisoners, as he may deem important or neceo- 
saiy. Sectarian preferences in matters of reli- 
gious belief are disclaimed. If anv prisoner 
desires communication with the minister or in- 
structor of his particular faith, on proper appli- 
cation to the superintendent, and at his discre- 
tion, it shall be allowed, under and in conformi- 
ty with the general regfulations of the Peniten- 
tiary. But such minister or instructor, on such 
occasion^ must in all things conform to the 
rules and restrictions laid down and enacted aa 
the duty of the chaplain : any infringement or 
departure from which wiU debar him fhnn fOr 
ture intercourse with the prisoners. 

The physician shall visit the Penitentiaiy at 
least every other day, and personally exanaina 
every sick and complaining prisoner that may be 
reported to him as such, or whom he may find 
in the cells or hospital ; and shall prescribe 
such medical treatment as their cases require. 
He shall also visit the institution daily, or often- 
er, when the condition of the sick requires it ; 
and when sent for, shall at all times repair im- 
mediately to the Penitentiaiy. 

He shall keep a book, to be called the ** Hot- 
pital Register,'* in which shall be entered tha 
names or all the prisoners sick or complaining, 
requiring medical treatment, with their diseasa 
and his prescription therefor. When a pristmer 
dies, he shall record the nature of the complaint, 
and all the circumstances connected therewith 
that he may deem proper or necessary. 

He shall in all cases direct the diet to be pie- 
pared for the sick, and if it should so happen that 
the direction or prescription of the physician 
should not be properly attended to, he shall report 
the same to the superintendent, that proper 
measures may be taken to prevent future neg- 
lect or inattention. 

He shall, at the close of each year, make out 
and fumisn to the board of inspectors a report 
or statement, showing the amount and nature of 
the sickness which has prevailed, and the deaths 
that have occuired, during the year, with such 
remarks in relation to the condition and treat- 
ment of the sick as he may deem necessaiy or 
expedient He shall conform to the genera] 
rules and regulations of the Penitentiaiy. 

There shail be employed by the supenntend- 
ent a matron and one assistant matron, to tha 
female department, who shall reside at the Pen- 
itentiaiy, and attend to the labor and conduct 
of all me female prisoners. All the rules and 
regulations requirea to be observed and enforced 
by title subordinate officers having charge of the 
male prisoners, as are applicable to the females, 
shall be enforced by the matrons, under and fay 
direction of the superintendent. 

The matron shall personally superintend the 
cooking, washing, and ironing of the whole 
establishment ; also the weighing and measur- 
ing of the rations for the day, as established by 
the rules and regulations. And it shall be her 
duty to attend to the division of the daily food 
into ntiaoMf and to see that it is ready and 
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m pioper vOfit lip be urw^ to flw piiitVMVf >it 
remlar mea) tinnw, 

Tl)e piatrpna aliall Cftose the celUi, kHcbeq, 
work rooms, and every part of tl)P ecttabUsbmeiit 
under tfaefr care, to exhibit perfect neatness and 
order, and at all tiroes to he ready for the inspec- 
tion of the superintendent, inspector* m><} otnei:? 
^ho may visit the institution. 

It shall also be the duty of the matron# to 
endeavor to teach those who are unable to read, 
and to administer such moral and religions ad- 
yice and Instruction to them, a^ shall be calcu- 
lated to promote oi^er. decorum, propriety pf 
hehavior, and refonnation. They mall assem- 
ble the female prisoners in the chapel eveiv Sab- 
bath dav for divine service and other xelicious 
instructione, and it .shall be the duty of the 
matron to see that every prisoner under her 
care is furnished with a Biple and hymn book, 
and such other books or tracts as may be fuf- 
nished by the chaplain or superintendent 

For any violation of the rules of the Prison 
1^ the female prisoners, the matron shall con- 
fme them in their cells, and repcHt the offence 
to the superintendent, that he may give her 
such instructions in regard to punishment, or 
porrection, as the nature thereof may require. 

The matron and assistant matron shall each 
keep a book, containing the names of all the 
|emalep under their charge, with a table sbow- 
me every day's labor performed, and also the arr 
ticles made and work done for the Penitentiary 
pr ^r others, which book shall be deposited in the 
superintendent's office at the end of every month. 

The superintendent is authorized to employ 
and permit the use of weapons by the keepers or 
guards of the prisoners, to put down insurrection 
by force, and to prevent escapes at all hs^ards 
from the Penitentiaiy. 

The object of this institution being to effect 
the moral reformation of the culprit, punishment 
will be resorted to as rarely as oepessity will 
admit; Uie nilosof the Prison are nevertheless to 
be preserved and maintained inviolate, and all 
Infractions thereof^ or an^ resistance to the law- 
fill commands and authority of the keepers, shall 
■nbject the offender to solitary confinement in a 
darkened cell, and to rations of bread and water, 
(or to be showered with cold water,) at the dis- 
cretion of the superintendent ; no such confine- 
ment, however, shall exceed ten days for any 
one offence, and in everv doubtful case the 
proper medical authoritv shall be consulted. 

Tiiree inspectors shall be appointed by the 
board of supervisors, and the roavor and record- 
er, in joint meeting now assembled according to 
law, who shall have the supervision of the ^n- 
itentiary ; one of whom shall hold his office for 
one year, pne for two years, and one for three 
vears, from the 1st day of March next, as shal} 
be designated ; and hereafter there shall be an- 
nually appointed, in the same manner, one 
Inspector, who shall hold his office for three 
yean from the Ist day of March then next ensu- 
mg. Said inspectors, now first appointed, shall 
enter upon the duties of their office immediately. 

It shall be the duty of the inspectors to visit 
the Penitentiary jointly at least four times in 
each year, to examine and audit the accounts of 
the superintendent, to inquire into all matters 
connected with the government, discipline, and 
police of the Prison^ the punisnment and em- 
ployments of the prisoners, and to make such 
rules and regulations as they may deem expedi- 
ent and neiceasary, provided, however, that such 
rules and regulations shall not conflict with the 
laws of the state, or with the general rulee and 
legulations now adopted by this joint meeting. 

It shall be the dut^ of the inspectors, individn- 
al^i to vieit the Penitentiary (mce in ea(ch month, 



ftroftwi»r»M<iieydaei»» iHi ii ny ; ^mgmiir 
examine antf inquire into the condifton of th» 
Prison and pnsooers ; each inspector shall keep a 
journal of his visits and proceedings, and shall 
report the same to the inspectois at fheir next 
jomt quarterly meeting. 

The inspectors shau^>iMX)ve of, or appoint, OD 
the nomination of the superintondenC all the 
euhonlinate officers enq>loyed at the Penitenti- 
ary, and shall fix their compensation. They 
shall also appoint a physician and chaplain, an4 
prescribe their payment, who shall bold their 
offices during the pleasure of the hupectors. 

The inspectors shall annually, on or before 
the Ist day of December, render a report to th0 
hoard of supervieorQ, and ma.yor, and recordery 
in Joint ineeting assembled, showing the state 
and condition oftbe Penitontiary, and the prie- 
onars confined therein, the amount of money 
drawn from the treasury and (Otherwise receivea 
and expended, together with all the transaction* 
of the Penitontiary during the year preceding. 
The inspectors may also communicate, in the 
same manner, with the authorities aforesaid, at 
any other time and on any subject connected 
with the Penitentiaiy, whenever they deem it 
to be necessary. 

In case of flie death, resignation, or refueal to 
serve of any one or two of the inspectors ap- 
pointed, the remaining one or two inspectors, ae 
the case may be, shall have the power to fill the 
vacancy or vacanciee so occasioned, and desig- 
nate the term for which he Is or they are to serve } 
which appointment or u>pointments sliall remain 
valid until the joint authorities direct otherwise. 

The inqMCtors diall receive no pecuniary com- 

Knsation for their services whatever. It shall 
an office of honor. 

I certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the 
rules and by-laws as established and adopted, 
|br the government, regulation, and discipline of 
the Albany County Penitentiary, by the author- 
ities, and at the tune first above mentioned. 
[Signed.] DEODATUS WRIGHT, 
Recordtr qf AUany, mi 
Secretary ^the Joint Muting. 
I do ftirtber certify that at the joint meeting 
above mentioned, it was 

Resolved vnanifmws/y, That Amos Pilsbuiybe. 
and he is hereby, reappointed superintendent or 
the Penitentiary, for three years, fltun and after 
the Ist day of March next ensuing, — 

And that the following named citizens were 
appointed as the first board of inspectors of the 
Penitentiaiy, viz., Samuel Pruyn and William 
W. Forsyth, of the city of Albany, and Gilbert I. 
Van Zandt, of the town of WatervUet 
[Signed.] DEODATUS WKIGHT, 

Saeretary. 

The general features of the system estahlishecl 
for the discipline and government of the Peni^ 
teutiary are exhU>ited in the foregoing rulee 
and by-laws; but the details and routine ^ 
duties necessary on the part of the subordinate 
officers, to carry them into practical effect^ have 
been established by the superintendent, m ae- 
cordance with that system, as follows, viz. : — 

Routine of Duti^ detaiied by the Superiniendeni 
for the Instruetion and OuvemmetU qf the aub- 
ordinate Qffieeraqfthe JSlbany County Penitenr- 
tiary, purauant to the Provisiatu contained m 
the Rulea and By-lawa adopted by the Mayer^ 
Recorder^ and Board of Supervtaortf m Mnt 
Meeting aesembled, December 96, 1848. 

Dutiee qf Deputy Keeper. 

The deputy keeper will, under the direction of 
the superintendent, take the principal charge of 
the pnsoneni, both by day and by night 
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H» mmt wt$ ihat tlwMibn«t kmyttm pwfoqn 
ftitbAUly dM duties anigned to tliem. 

Bb mast be present at the qpeningand doeing 
of the Penitentiaiy ; see that the food of the 
piiaonen is properly cooked and divided : attend 
to the clothijig of the prisonen, and see that it is 
whole and in proper order. 

He must also assist the superintendent in re- 
ceiving and discharging prisonera, and keep a 
record of the same. 

He must spend the whole dav in a general su- 
pervision of the assistants ana prisonen, direct 
uem in their duties and labors, and report to the 
superintendent all neglect of duQr on the part of 
any of the assistants ; receive reports from the 
assistants of all disobedience or violation of the 
nde*y and report the same to the superintendent : 
and in his abteneet the deputy has the power and 
authorinr that is conferrea upon the si^mintend- 
ent, so tar as relates to the discipline of the Pris- 
on and the safe keeping of the prisoners. 

The deputy keeper will at all times have a su< 
perintendmg care over all the aflkin of the Pen- 
itontiazy, aiul especially of its police, and will be 
held responsible to the superintendent that his 
orders and directions are strictly and promptly 
observed ; and to this end he must be always 
present at the Penitentiary, by day and b^ night, 
that he may be able, during the evening ana 
night, to see that all is safe^ and that the assist- 
ant or guard on night duty is vigilant and faith- 
ful. 

He shall see that persons visitinK the Prison 
are treated with attention and politeness, and 
that they are admitted and conducted through 
the several departments at aU proper times. 

Visitors will be charged 13^ cente for admis- 
sion. 

It shall be his duty, generally, to see that the 
whole eiitabUshment exhibits, throughout, neat- 
ness, good order, and cleanliness. 

He shall every afternoon cause to be examined 
the blankets, beds, furniture, locks, doors, and 
the cells generally, to see that they are not in- 
jured by any attempt to escape from the cells, 
and whenever he discovers any thing wrong, he 
shall takedown the number of the cell, with the 
offence committed, and report the same to the 
superintendent immediately. 

He shall also attend upon the physician, at his 
regular visits to the Prison ; shall take him to see 
every prisoner, who may be sick or complaining, 
in the cells or hos{Htal ; shall send to the sev- 
eral shops for all who may have reported them- 
selves as ill : and he shall also attend personally 
to the directions and prescriptions of the physi- 
cian, and see that they are duly observed and 
administered. 

He shall also report to the superintendent, be- 
fore nine o'clock every morning, the names of 
any convicts remaining in their cells, with the 
nnmber of the cell opposite each name, together 
with their complaint ; and shall spend his whole 
time in the performance of tlie foregoing duties, 
unlefls otherwise directed, in which case ne shall 
perform all and every other duty or service, as 
may be directed by the superintendent 

Duties qfthe Cterk, 

The officer who shall act as clerk will assist 
the superintendent in keeping the books and ac- 
counts of the Penitentiary. He shall register all 
prisoners when received, and enter their dis- 
charge when released from confinement, and 
do ul other writing that may be required of 
him* 

He will also assist the superintendent in the 
purchase of supplies, &c. as he may be dii-ected, 
and whsn not thus employed, he will perform 



socb other duUss as may be feqajbad of himhf 

the superintendent or his deputy. 

He will generally attend to showing and con* 
ducting strangers and others, who may visit iIm 
institution, through the establishment. 

DmIms </ JtMsittant Kuptn and fFlKUkmem. 

It shall be the duty of the assistants and gaard 
to be at the P^iitentiary during the whole time, 
day and night, unless they have leave of ab> 
sence ; to be vigilant and active in the perfuim- 
ance of all duties and services for the suety and 
security of the prisoners and Penitentiary, as 
shall be directed by the superintendent or his 
deputy. 

They shall refrain from all immoderate and 
boisterous conduct, c(mveniati<ni or diseussioBS 
upon any subject, tokUe im the presenee of ths 
prisoners. 

They shall maintain towards each other, and 
all persons visiting the institution, a gentlemaiH 
ly deportment. 

They are not to leave their shops or other 
posts on any pretext, without being relieved. 

They will not suffer a prisoner to pass the pre- 
scribed limite, except in charge of a proper offi- 
cer ; and it shall be their duty to ke^ their arms 
and weapons clean and in order, ready at all 
times for use ; and' they are constantly to keep 
in mind that it ia required of tbem, at all haz- 
ards, to prevent any prisoner bom making his 
escape. 

They are not to hold any conversation with a 
prisoner, except to direct him in his labor and 
duty ; nor shall they receive from, or deliver to a 
prisoner, any article or thing whatever, without 
the knowledge and consent of the superintend- 
ent or his deputy. 

They shall keep a list of the men under their 
charge, with the number of the cell each prison- 
er occupies, opposite his name ; and, upon lock- 
ing up, morning, noon, and night, shall note the 
absence of any prisoner from his cell^ and im- 
mediately report the same to the superintendent 
or his deputy. 

They shall march their men to and from the 
cells in close order, taking the lock step, and 
shaU use their utmost endeavors to enforce per- 
fect iion-4ntercourse and obedience to all the 
rules and regulations necessary for their govern- 
ment. 

They shall require from the prisoners a uni- 
form, sober, orderiy, and humble deportment 

It shall be their duty to instruct them in their 
labor, and in the rules necessary for their gov- 
ernment; and they shall admonish them upon 
the least appearance of insubordination, and re- 
port them for correction to the superintendent or 
his deputy, whenever they shall refuse to obey 
orders or neglect their duty. 

They shall not allow the prisoners to make 
any inquiries relative to any subject not imme- 
diately connected with their duty, empkqrment, 
or wante. 

They shall not allow the prisoners to speak>to, 
or hold any conversation with each other, or to 
leave their work, without permission ; nor shall 
they allow them to speak to or gaze at vuiitors. 
but see that they are constantly employed, and 
that they labor diligently, in order ana in silence. 

It shall be the duty of the guard having charge 
of the hall while the prisoners are in their cells, 
either at meal time or during the night, to keep 
moving round the block of cells, witii socks on, 
in a silent manner, that he may be able to 
detect any unnecessary noise. And it is again 
strictly enjoined upon him not to hold the least 
conversation with the prisoners, or to suffisr them 
to speak to him, except to make known their 
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InunoAlate nbetmuy wants, and to me his ut- 
most exertions to suppress noise of any kind, 
and to r^imrt to the superintendent or deputy 
any violation of the rules and regulations of the 
Penitentiary by the prisoners while in their 
cells. 

.Tliey shall not, while on duty in the sh(^, on 
the wall, or any other post, on any pretext 
whatever, sit down, but be constantly on their 
feet, and strictly and vigilantly observant of the 
prisoners, and not for a moment have their at- 
tention abstracted from the object of their charge, 
but be in readiness at all times for any exigency. 

It will be the duty of each assistant and guard 
to perform his night tour as he may be directed, 
from time to time, by the superintendent. 

No assistant or guard will be allowed to leave 
the premises at any time without permission of 
the superintendent, or, in his absence, of the 
deputy keeper. 

Spirituous liquors shall in no case be brought 
to or used upon the premises, by any assistant, 
or person, while employed at the Penitentiary. 

The hours of labor for the prisoners will vary 
according to the season of the year. In the sum- 
mer, or long days, the cells will be unlocked, 
and the prisoners set at work at sunrise ; they 
will cease labor and return to their cells at 6 
o'clock, P. M. 

In the whiter or short days', the hours will be 
so arranged as to embrace ail the daylight 

Dvtiea of Matron and Assistant, 

The matron and assistant will have the charge 
of the prisoners in the female department. The 
cells oi those employed in cooking will be un- 
locked by the matron at 4 o'clock, A. M., in 
summer, and at 5 o'clock during the rest of the 
year ; they are to be employed m cooking and 
washing, under the constant and immediate su- 
pervision and direction of the matron. 

The assistant matron will have charge of the 
female prisoners employed in the work room, in 
making and mending clothes for Prison use, and 
other work, who will be taken from their cells 
when sufficiently light for them to labor. 

All the rules and regulations required to be 
observed and enforced by the subordinate officers 
having charge of the male prisoners, as are ap- 
plicable to the females, shall apply to, and be 
observed by the matron and assistant, as far as 
tlie same is practicable. 

The duties of matron and assistant may be 
found more in detail in the general rules and 
by-laws established for the govenmient of the 
Penitentiary. 

DaUy Routine of Duties. 

At daylight a small bell will be rung for the 
male prisoners to rise, dress, put up their bed- 
stead, bed, and bedding, and for the officers, who 
will immediately repair to the guard room. 
When it is sufficiently light, the deputy keeper 
will give the sipial for manning the walls, and 
the assistants will take the keys, go to their sev- 
eral divisions, and await the signal ; upon bear- 
ing which, they will unlock the cell doors, and 
march their men, with the lock<etep, to tlieir re- 
spective shops, and other places of labor. The 
prisoners will immediately commence work, and 
also begin, at a given point in tlie shops, to wash, 
which each man will do, in regular order, before 
tlie breakfast hour. 

At 7 o'clock the bell will be rung fjr break- 
faat The prisoners will stop work, form into a 
line in their shops, and await the signal of the 
liel], when they will be marched into the Prison 
yard, and form a line in rear of their buckets. 



At the word rigHj eadi man win tnm to flw 
right ; at the word vp, each man will take hii 
bucket upon his left arm ; they will then form 
into sections in close order, as marched from the 
shops ; at the word fortoard. they will march in 
the same manner to the hall and to their cells, 
and be immediately locked up. Each officer will 
then report the number of men in his charge to 
the deputy keener, who, on finding it right, will 

{;ive the signal, and the watchmen will then 
eave the wall and repair to the guard room ; all 
the officers will then go to their meal, except one 
in the hall and one in the guard room, who will 
be relieved in turn. From half to three quarters 
of an hour will be allowed, when they will be 
again marched to their wors. and there remain 
till 12 o'clock ; the signal will then be given for 
dinner, and they will again be marched m line, 
and in the same manner, into and around the 
hall to their cells, the same as at break&st 
Time allowed for dinner in summer, one hour. 
At I o'clock they will be marched to their shc^, 
and work till 6, P. M.. when they will again 
form a line in rear of their buckets, and the 
word given by the deputy keeper, as in the 
morning and at noon. 

The officer then in the hall will at a proper 
time light up, examine each lock and door, 
count the prisoners, and report the number to 
the superintendent or deputy. At half past 7 the 
signal will be given, and each prisoner will re- 
tire to his bed ; the officer on duty will again ex- 
amine the doors, and see that all are abed. He 
will be relieved by the watchman or assistant 
who takes what is called the middle tour ; the 
watchman taking the morning tour, or from half 
past 2 till light, relieves him. The above officers 
will be required, while doing duty in the hall, to 
be constantly moving around the cells and upon 
the galleries, to see &at all is quiet and in ^wd 
order. If any sickness or disorder takes place, 
he will call the watt^hman in the guard room, 
who will acquaint the deputy keeper, who will 
immediately repair to the hall and take the 
necessary measures for the relief of the sick, or 
the suppression of disorder. 

The deputy keeper will spend the whole day 
in visiting the several shops and departments, 
see that every officer performs his duty, attend 
to the wants and complaints of the prisoners, and 
have a constant supervision of all the internal 
affkirs of the Prison. 

AMOS PILSBURY, SuperintendmL 

AxBAirr COUWTT P£iriTSITTIA.RT, " 

January 1, 1849. 



Extracts from the Report of the Visiton 
of the Jail of Baltimore City and Coun- 
ty, ahowinff Defects of the same. 

To the Mayor and City Council of Baltimore, 

Grentlemen: In obedience to the provisions 
of an act of the General Assembly of Maryland, 
passed at December session, 1831, chapter 58, 
the board of visitors of the Jail of Baltimore city 
and county present their annual report. 

The receipts and expenditures for the year, 
beginning on the 27th November, 1848, and end- 
ing on the 26th November, 1849, are stated in 
the annexed account of the warden, marked A. 

The whole expenses of tlie 
Jail, including tlie neces- 
sary repairs, are $8,922 35 

The proportion of this expense 
incurred on account of Bal- 
timore city is 8,046 07 
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aSwoitr^ prapoitian of ft« 

Mothrod St the Jail ia.... #8,187 01 
ilfMMyrMsivod from licena« 

Id mtiilen of apfritaoiu 

liquois, 1,480 80 

XMviiig tbe actnal demand 

to be met Ii3r moneyf col- 
lected from taxes on tbe 

Mneenablo {Koperty of tbe 

city, « 4,378 96 



6,046 07 



The number of piiaonen committed to the Jail 
dnrmg the year Jast closed amounted to 2426, of 
whmn 590 were imprisoned for debt The av- 
erai^ number of prisoners on eacb day for the 
year was 96 11-lS. 

Some of these prisonera were rety young, one 
of whom is yet in the Jail, and has been there 
tile i^ater part of the year. His case makes a 
loud and earnest appeal to the citizens of Bahi- 
more to hasten the erection of a House of Refuge 
for juvenile offenders against the laws. 

The vidtors cannot refrain from a^^ln ex- 
pressing dielr views in relation to the Jail build- 
rag, as an unsuitable place for the confinement 
mr detention of most of the prisoners, who are 
usually committed to it, until the time of their 
trial transpires. 

The building contains but twelve rooms, ex- 
closivv of the cells and officers' apartments, in 
which are confined all who are committea to 
Jail, sometimes as many as 13 or 14 in a room, 
fio nr as practicable, the warden endeavon to 
classify them, so as to place the older offenders 
in an apartment by themselves ; but this is not 
always practicable, and hence, too frB<|uently, 
the most hardened criminal may find it but a 

Sleasant pastime to inculcate the knowledge of 
is vicious principles into the heart of the novice 
in crime, who, in the Jail, has no opportohity 
(even ff he desired to do so) of escaping the 
moral poison presented to his mind. 

Bfany of our fellow-citizens have visited the 
Prison, and doubtless have been much surprised 
to see this strange and dangerous association ot 
criminals. 

The grand Jury of the City Oonrt, we believe, 
on more than one occasion, has presented its 
baneful effects to the courts, and has stated that 
the Prison was unfitted for the purpose designed 
at first by its erection. 

fitrangers from a distance have passed through 
its rooms and its cells, and have wondered that 
the city and county of Baltimore, with so vast a 
population, who are provert)ial for their gener- 
ous philanthropy and for Christian zeal, should, 
fai the matter of Prison discipline, be so much 
behind the spirit of the age as to allow this 
moral upas tree to stand m their midst, with 
their countenance, and apread its poison in 
every breeze. 

Is it not singular (it is too serious a -matter to 
say ludicrous) that a building kept with the 
most fastidious care, whose whitened walls and 
well-scoured fioors speak volumes in ftvoref 
the care and industiy of its Qfileers, — a building 
used ostensibly to detain prisoners awaiting their 
trial, who are watched and guarded with sleep- 
less vigilance by night and by day, lest they 
•boold make an ettqrt to escape, — ^et is the very 
place where persons are educated m vice, taught 
the degrees of crime, and thus rendered by their 
incarceration incalculably worse tlian before ? 

It is believed that this building was erected 
more than forty years ago. There has been but 
little, if any, improvement in the ordinary treat- 
ment of the prisaners since then, if we except 
tbe fiiet that they are now suppUea with a cheaf) 



kind of bttdding, which beratofo^ they had 
not^ 

In Baltimore City and County Jatl there can 
be no pereonal supervision of a prisoner, as said 
before, to protect him from the vicious^ he «an- 
not be isolated ; he cannot read, or write, or i»- 
flect ; his heart becomes hardened, and he moee 
reckless. 

He has to cook his food himself^ excepting 
bread, in such utensils as are provided for that 
purpose ; and it is feared that although the 
meats thus provided are of the usual kind for 
prisoners, yet too often the prisoners are not 
well qualified to act as cooks, and properly pre- 
pare it for mastication. He never, whiie in Pris- 
ouj^is provided with vegetables. 

The board of visitors trust that the occupants 
of the Jail will not be considered as outcasts 
from socieQr, for whose salvation no cfiTort 
ought to be made. These imfortunates alone 
know the original and inciting causes to theur 
offences, and let us not prejudge them, lest it be 
found that the lack of proper preventive rem- 
edies on the part of the community may have 
formed their profli^to character. Crime is said 
to be a disease, which, with proper treatment, 
is curable, and this board are inclined to this 
opinion. j3ut the visitors have never known a 
single instance of a cure being effected by im- 
prisoiiment in Baltimore City and County Jail; 
na^, but the invalid has had his morals more 
vitiated than before, and there is but little doubt 
that many an aged heart is now forlorn and 
desolate, on account of the loss of a child by 
crime, many of whose earliest lessons of vice 
may have been learned in this Prison. 

In such a building as has been recommended 
by a former board of visitors^ and again respect- 
fully ur^ed in this report, kmd and gentle treat- 
ment might reclaim some bom vice ; and a more 
honorable monument can no community ereet 
than such as protects the morals of her children, 
or will save a fellow-being from destruction. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
John Cublstt, Wiujaii M. STAait, Hugh A. 

CoopKa, J. B. BswKNSTaicKJBR, £. T. I. 

WOODWABD, AsRAHiAJMl EujOTT, GfiBABO £lf- 
MAKT. 

BAI.TI1C0U, Januaiy 1, 1880. 

Table showing the Mmmktr^ Debton mtd other 
Pritonert eommittcdj and how diseh«K^*d, ffr 
the Year ending MniemberSil&^184Sk 

Whole number of debtors committed, '^M 
Discharged by creditor or attorn^, . . . 2S0 
" commissioners of in- 
solvent debtors, 996 

Discliarged by creditor not pajring 

maintenance, VL 

Discharged by paying debt, costs, and 

Jail fees, 54 

Bemaining in Jail November 26,1849, 9 
Whole number of prisoners other than 

debtors, 1,836 

Sent to the Penitentiary, (white,) ... 99 
«* •* (colored,)... 96 

Diedofniptureof the heart, 1 

Executed for murder, (white,) 1 

Discharged by courts and magistrates, 1,686 
Remammg hi Jail November 96, 1849. 100 

9,^6 2,496 

Non. Average nnmber in JaU from the ci^, 
each day in 1848, 71 } 1849, 87. Average nam- 
ber in Jail from the coun^, not including ci^r. 
in 1848, 6 3 1849, «. 
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To the CfiHzent of Connecticut. A Plea 
for a State Reform School for Juvenile 
Offenders. 

For some time past, the subject of a Refonii 
School in this state, wherein Juvenile offenders 
against the laws may receive discipline, instruc- 
tion, and culture, better fitted than the discipline 
and associations of our County and State Pnsons 
to reform them and make them virtuous and 
useful citizens, has deeply interested many per- 
sons in different parts of this commonwealth. 
The first public movement, however, to secure 
the establishment of such a Reform School, was 
made last year, (1849,) by an application for 
that purpose from a few individuals to the le- 
gislature, accompanied by a few petitions flroni 
some places in different parts of the state. This 
application, with the petitions, was referred to 
the committee on the State Prison. A gentle- 
man deeply interested in this object, Alfred 
Blackman, Esq., of New Haven., appeared be- 
fore that committee, and was heard in its behalC 
But on account of the novelty of the subject to 
the legislature, the very limited expression of 

Sublic opinion respectine it, and the want of 
efinite and sufficient information concerning it, 
the committee recommended its continuance to 
the next session of the General Assembly, and it 
was accordingly so continued. 

Since that action of the legislature, gentlemen 
in different parts of the state have been consult- 
ed, who have expressed their entire appn^wtion 
of the object, and their readiness to cooperate 
with others for its accomplishment ; and several 
meetings of persons interested in the matter 
have been held in New Haven, which have been 
addressed by gentlemen acquainted with the sub- 
ject, from our own state and from other states. 
After repeated meetings, and after free and full 
discussion, a committee, consisting of Rev. Dr. 
Bacon, Henry Peck, Esq., mayor of the city, Al- 
fred Blackman, Esq^ Alfred Walker, Esq., and 
James F. Babcock, Slsq., was appointed to draw 
op a report to be presented at a future meeting. 
That committee were entirely united in the fol- 
lowing report, which was subscribed by them 
and submitted at an ad^oumed meeting by Dr. 
Bacon, their chairman : — 

RSPOKT. 

The sabflcriben, having been requested by 
some of their fellow-citizens to make inquiries 
respecting the need of a House of RefUoe ror Ju- 
venile Offenders, and the most hopefiu method 
of attempting to provide such an institution for 
the benefit of the State, would rta^iectfully re- 
port to this meeting, — 

I. That the number of boys annually commit- 
ted to the County Prisons, in each of the coun- 
ties of Hartford and New Haven, is fh>m 19 to 
14, and that the number in all the counties of 
the state is probably not fiur from 80. 

II. That the County Prisons are not, and can- 
not become, without great additional expense, 
and a corresponding change in the laws, suita- 
ble places for the discipline and industrial and 
moral training of juvenile offenders ; the term 
of imprisonment being generally far too short 
for any salutary effect upon the character of a 
vicious, ignorant, and degraded boy, and the en- 
tire arrangement and management of those in- 
stitutions being necessarily shaped, much more 
even than in the State Prison, with reference 
rather to punishment than to reformation. 

ni. That the obvious unfitness of the County 
Prisons for the necessary confinement and dis- 
cipline of vicious boys, with reference to their 
refoimaticm, has the effect of making gniMi Juion 



relnetant to prowcate, and magiatntei nhietiat 
to convict aiid sentence, boys who have been 
guilty of offences against the peace and order of 
societtr, so that the few boys who are constitu- 
tionally indisposed to crime, and the more 
numerous class of neglected and outcast boys, 
instead of being properly cared for by the state, 
and put under a course of roformatory discipline, 
are permitted to run at large till there is no hope 
or chance of their reformation, and till their 
depredations on society have become too griev- 
ous to be endured. 

IV. That the change which is taking place in 
the characterof our population, and in 2ie habits 
and employments of our people, and especially 
the growth of our large manufacturing and com- 
mercial towns, warn us to expect a steady in- 
crease in the number of vicious and vagabond 
boys, who, if properly and seasonably carod for 
by the state, may become, many of them, sound 
and useful members of society ; but, if neglected, 
can hardly fail to become incorrigible and moot 
mischievous criminals. 

V. That the experiments which have been 
made in other states are of great value, not only 
as demonstrating the practicability of reforming 
Juvenile offenders, but also as offering to us, for 
our guidance, the results of protracted and costly 
experience ; so that, in attempting to found and 
regulate such an institution for our own state, it 
wul not be difficult to adopt those methods 
which have been found to combine the greatest 
efficiency with the greatest reduction of expense. 

VI. That the most hopeful method or com- 
mencing such an institution in this state is by a 
voluntary association of benevolent individuals 
petitioning the legislature for a charter of incor- 
{wration, and for such an endowment, in addi- 
tion to private voluntary donations, as Uie legi»- 
lature m its wisdom may see fit to grant, and 
under such conditions as the legislature may see 
fit to impose ; that, in order to this, intelligence 
must be diffused among the people, and mfor- 
mation must be cc^lectod from all parts of the 
state ; and that the necessary expenses of the 
preliminary effort should be provided for Inr a 
subscription among the fiiends of the under- 
taking* 

VIL That in order to cany the design into 
effect, it will be necessaiy for the legislature so 
to modify the laws of the state, as to provide 
that when boys under 15 or 16 years of age are 
convicted of certain offences, they may be con- 
signed by the courts to the tutelage and gov- 
ernment of the proposed institution during their 
minority. 

This report was adopted, and a committee of 
twelve was appointed to devise and execute 
proper measures for bringing Uie subject before 
the people of the state, and tofore the legislature 
at its next session. That committee appointed 
tliree of their number, the underaigned, as tlieir 
executive committee. 

JVSrture and Deaign tfftkepropoMd InstitutieiL. 

The design of the proposed institution has 
been briefiy indicated in the report which is 
given above. It will be well, however, to set 
it forth more flilly. 

It is, then, an institution for the reformation 
of juvenile offenders. It proposes to take those 
boys who are proper subjects of the discipline of 
the state, ana to place them where they will 
be as firee as possible fix>m contaminating asso- 
ciations and corrupting influences ; where they 
will be under all necessary and proper restraint, 
and under strict but kind government ; where 
their mhids and hearts will be cultivated, their 
oooidflnoes enlightened, thehr wills regulated, 
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liMirhopM indtad, and thrtr aifeelions exsreteed, 
parified, and •creDgthened ; where th^ will be 
iiiBtructed in the hnmchesof a good common ed- 
ucation, and in some mechanical or agricultural 
employment ; and where they will betaagtit the 
tnitlia and precepts of Chriatianity, their duties 
both to God and man : thus it proposes to save 
them ftom ruin, and to fit them to earn an honest 
living, and to be orderly, useful, and honorable 
citizens. Such an institution, in order to accom- 
plish well its purposes, should be located in 
some a^cultnral district, not remote from mar- 
ket, easily accessible from all parts of the state ; 
should have building well adapted to its pur- 
poses, buildings akUAilly constructed for con- 
venience and the preservation -of health, with 
tMTOper ^Mutments for mechanical employment 
and for a school, and affording all necessary 
securiQr against escape, while having as little as 
possible the appearance of a Prison ; and it 
should be connected with a good farm, which 
may furnish healthful, instractive, and iMoflta- 
bie exercise aiMl labor. 

But on this topic, the prat^ design of an in- 
fltitntion of this kind, we wiU present omnions 
which are entitled to nKum attention ana confi- 
dence than our own. The State Reform School 
in Westboro*, Massachusetts, ia undoubtedly the 
beet institution of the kind in the country. The 
commissioners appointed by the legislature of 
Masssachusetts, under the ** resolves of April, 
1646, for the erection of a State Manual Labor 
School^ '* in their report thus set forth the design 
of the institution : — 

" The design of this proposed institution is the 
information of Juvenile offenders.' It is to 
take those who mic^t otherwise be subjected to 
the degradation of Prison discipline, and sepa- 
rate them from vicious influences ; to teach them 
their duty to God and their fellow-beings ; pre- 
pare them to earn an honest livelihood, by hon- 
orable industiy, in some trade or agricultural 
emplovment ', aiid to give them such an intel- 
lectual education as will fit them properly to 
discharge the common business of life. 

** After much consideration, the commission- 
en have determined to recommend an establish- 
ment capable of accommodating 300 boys, and 
the necessary officers and attendants. But they 
do not propose to prepare it, at first, for more 
than 150. They would adapt the size of the 
enclosure and the buildings for the larger num- 
ber, and finish and furnish so much of them as 
would be sufficient for the smaller number. 

** This is not to be called a Prison or a Peni- 
tentiary ; it is a school for Juvenile reform. In 
order, therefore, to remove as for as possible 
every thing which is calculated to attach the 
disgrace of Penitentiaiy punishment to those 
who may be sent there, we propose to give to 
the external appearance of the buildings as little 
that of a Prison as is consistent with entire 
security from escape. 

" In regard to the limit of age within which 
boys may be sent to this school, the reform- 
atory character of the school is always to be 
kept in view; and such subjects only are to 
be received as may reasonably be expected to be 
reformed. Of course, those who are adults in 
stature, and hardened in crime, are scarcely to 
be considered suitable associates for those of 
more tender years. Yet there is such variety in 
etature^ temperament, and character, among per- 
sons of the same age, that it is difficult to select 
any one age as the limit, either maximum or 
minimum. In a majority of cases, boys over 16 
years of ace would be unsuitable subjects, and 
the general rule, it is thought, should be, not to 
Mend boys over that age to this place. But. 
salfiect to the power of rejection, to be vested 



in the trustees in certain cases, it is p ropo se d 
to authorize the commitment to this iniBtitntioii 
of all boys who make themselves amenable to 
the penalty of the law for any and all crimes. 
If they can be reformed thoroughly, their of- 
fences should not be remembered against them : 
if they cannot, the law should protect society 
against Uieir malicious dispositions and wicked 
conduct. Some may doubt whether it be ri^t 
to send to such an institution those who are 
convicted of the more aggravated crimes. But 
many times such crimes are committed by chil- 
dren under the instigation of older persons, and 
they may be as hopeful subjects of reformatory 
influences as children of like age who are guilty 
of minor offences, under less temptation. It is, 
therefore, only acting with humanity and benev- 
olence to endeavor to reform them; and it is 
neither humane nor benevolent to desire tho 
vengeance of the law to rest upon their heads. 
Yet, by (he right of rejection from this school, in 
ht^less cases, we would still leave the penalty 
of the law hanging over the incorrigible offender, 
with the certainty of its infliction." — Deeu- 
menu rdattng to 8taU R^orm Sekotl, Januaiy, 
1849, pp. 92. 38, 30. 

Says the Hon. E. Washbam, in bis address at 
the dedication of the State Reform School, (pp. 
99, 100,) " It is proposed, I^ schools like tais, 
to remove those from the reach of temptation, so 
ftr as may be, who have been led astray by tho 
undisciplined passions of youth, or the more re- 
sistless power of corrupt associates, l^ educating 
and traming them to useful trades and employ- 
ments, and thereby giving them the means of 
acquiring personal independence. It is proposed, 
by die discpline which awaits them here, to 
quicken the torpid action of ccmscience, by call- 
ing into play the moral sentiments which have 
been suflered to lie dormant Here is to be held 
out, even to the desperate, the gladsome light of 
1k^, while, in the degraded and downcast, a 
consciousness of self-respect and self-reliance is 
to be cherished, which shall elevate them to the 
dignity of true manhood. 

" To this end, the law, under which this in- 
stitution has been opened, has made provision 
whereby, substantially, all under the age of 16. 
who shall have been convicted of crime, shall find 
here rather a refuge firom danger than a Prison 
for punishment It is neither to wear the name, 
nor to breed the moral miasma, of a Prison. It 
aims by discipline to fit its inmates for tiie hon- 
orable duties of life, and to restore them back to 
society, to merit and to share its rewards. 
Here religion, with its precepts and its promises, 
will reach the intellects, and, may we not hope, 
touch the hearts of those who may be gathered 
here f Here the instructions of the school rocMn 
will open to the minds of the ignorant the bless- 
ings and delights of knowledge. Here, far away 
from the pestilential atmosphere of the drunlc- 
ani*s home, where the sounds of the orgies of the 
dram shop never reach, — where no theatre 
opens its pit or gallery to entrap the unwary 
by its fascinations, — away from' the oaths and 
ribaldry with which vice holds revel in tibe dens 
and stews of the crowded city, — washed clean 
of the filth with which vicious poverty defiles 
its children, the boy may learn the new lesson 
of useful employment, and at last so forth with 
the habits of industiy, of purity and self-respect, 
to forget in after life the sad experience of his 
childhood." 

More fully still the nature and design of the 
institution are set forth in the following extract 
from the last annual report of the superintend- 
ent, which is one of the " documents relating to 
the Reform School," published Januaiy, iSsO, 
pp. 26-90: — 
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" The dorign of the iaitftntioii k mAeiBiitljr 
indieatad by itt name. One soong iudacMnent 
for its eeUMiflhnieot wu tbe hope of saving 
ypung delHMiuents from ttae convpUnE influ*- 
ence of older criminals, by ccmtact iii Pnacnu 

"Though moat of tlie boys are committed 
during theu minority^ it is not eipected thejy will 
remain in the ecliool (ot any longer period than 
ii needful to prepare them to make good farmen 
and mechanics} ay apprenticeehiii. Neither ie it 
our design to uetnict them, while here, in the 
buaineee they are to follow in after life. This 
would require much outlay of capital, and 
would be nearly impracticable ; for the younger 
b<^ would have to remain in the school a very 
long time, and this would tend to oonfina its 
benefits to a comparatively small number. 

** Our present plan is to school, discipline, and 
mofally and religiously instruct them, as a means 
of correcting their faults, and preparing them 
for apprentiraehip ; and when they make choice 
of the kind of trade or employment they wish to 
follow, to indent them to persons of respectable 
character, in the country, aw«y from their for- 
mer corrupting influences. By this means, the 
good work, which we may hope has commenced 
hero, will be canned out around the family fire- 
side, while mingling with such associates as the 
^XM sense of t^B master may approve. If suo* 
cessful, what great good will tiie state be accom- 
plishing, in taUng the ragged, noisy, vicious hoy 
from the street, and after he has been through 
the disdplinaTy course of the Reform School, 

1»lachis him in the quiet circle of a New Eng^ 
and family ! there to be educated morally and 
intellectuuly, preparing him for future usefiil- 
nese, to be a blessing to society, instead of dreg- 
sing othen with him to the vortex of crime and 
dissipation, and increasing our State Prison list 
— as, in aU probability, many would, had they 
not been taken from the degrading influences 
1^ which they were surrounded before admie- 
SKm. 

" In the management of the institution, we 
have ever felt a correct public sentiment or 
feeling among the pupils to be highly neces- 
sary. To this end, we have endeavored, as far 
as practicable, to render the school, in all its de- 
partments, as much unlike a Prison as possible : 
to lead them to forget the past, and look forward 
with hope to the future. It is often the case, 
that a lad who has mingled much with vice 
feels himself forsaken by the virtuous ; that, 
thougi> there may be opportunity for others to 
rise, for him there is little or no hope, on account 
of his known bad character. Such need much 
encouragemrat — much moral and careful train- 
ing — to bring into action the dormant ener^ee 
of the mind, to lead them to put forth sufficient 
effort to overcome temptation. 

" Every kind attention, and the tender treat- 
ment which they may receive from those who 
have the control of them, strike a chord in their 
hearts, whidi calls into action their better feel- 
ings, and prepares them for receiving and appre- 
ciating the good counsel of the instructor or 
master. 

" The mind must be administered to as well as 
the body : hence the propriety of bestowing upon 
it that kind of treatment which will bring it 
under the controlof reason. 

** The pupils are divided, as fiur as labor is 
concerned, into three departments, viz., farm- 
ing, mechanical, and domestic During the 
summer, about one fourth have been employed 
in our farming operations, one fifth in tbe vari- 
ous domestic operations, — which includes cook- 
ing, baking, washing, ironing, and the care of 
the dormitories, school rooms. Ax., — and the 
remainder at some mechanical employmwt. 



"We hmne aurie tb» labor mtlMiftniiftM^ 
ward for good behavior, ae for m p ra tti caMe. by 
selecting those for ftonen whoee good oonauct 
merits our ^>|Mobation, and by alteraatfaiK flmm 
the sh<H> to the farm, giving those usually en^ 
ployed In the shop or domestie department aa- 
q;iportimity to labor a few days oecaaionaUy 
upon the form. This haa t^Mrafed well, af* 
fording an agreeable change in labw. Theif 
time for each day is divided, bv devoting four 
houn to inetructHm in school, m two oesnieni' 
of two houn each } six houn to labors in two 
sesskmsof three houn eaeh; five and one half 
houn to moral and religious inatraetion, recre^ 
ation, and misoellaneoua duties ; and ei^it and 
one half losleepk 

" We adopt the grade system. This system 
oonsisti of lour gradea, designated 1^ the nu- 
merals 1, 3, 3, 4 ; 1 being the higheet grade. 
When a bov enten the institution, he is ^aoed 
in tbe third grade : if his conduct is bad after 
admonition, he is degraded, as a punishnoit, to 
the fourth i if good, after a proper time he is 
inomoted to the seecmd ; and should he con- 
tinue to improve in his conduct, he enten the 
first crade ; but not until he has hem in the 
schoel two numths. 

"We also have a subdivision of the first 
grade, called the class of " TnUk and Hmur " 
>-a de^«e which indicates the highest rank 
known in the echoed. For punishment, we de- 
grade from a higher to a lower; and for en< 
couragement, promote fiom a lower to a higher 
rank. These grades do not refer at all to intel- 
lectual progress, but are ccmflned to their moral 
standing entirely, and are applied to their con- 
duct, not only m the school room, but in tfao 
shop^lay ground . and on the farm* 

" This system, m our view, is a Just one, as ■ 
it places the lad where his duly standing must 
correspond with his character ; which must be 
the case in manhood, and which aetualty, though 
not in form, exists in soeie^. Upon most boye 
it has a much greater effect than the most se- 
vere corporal punishment It leads them to 
value character, as, on this plan, his grade num- 
ber ahows the coaraeter and standing that every 
boy sustains in the institutimi. 

" Punishment for <^noes is not inflicted at 
the time of their commiasioii, but in every do- 
partment a record is made of all cases of mis- 
demeanor, also of all those worthy of comment 
dation, and the account is settled in the pres- 
ence of the boys every evening, and then pun- 
ishment is inilicted, reinrimand given, or in 
slight cases a mark of misdemeanor is record- 
ed. From this rec<Nrd book the grades are reor- 
ganized weekly. Ck>iporal punishment and con- 
finement are inflicted only in the fourth grade, 
and then only as a Uut reaoft. 

"We depend much more upon appeds to 
reason, and pointing out the conse<;piences of a 
life of vice, uian upon any punishment. Much 
more can usually be gained by kindness and 
appeals to conscience than bv ai^ other means. 
Boys of this class generally have but little sdf- 
ree^)ect, therefore great effort is made to lead 
them to respect thmnaelves. To this end, we 
permit a boy to go to the village, to labor on 
any part of the farm unattended, &c., upon his 
pledge ofretuming promptly, and observing the 
regulations of the institntion. Many have bem 
permitted to do so, and not an instance of 
breach of trust in this respect has occurred, 
which argues strongly in ftvor of our system. 

Thus treated, they do not regard theuselveB 
as in the confinement o£ a Prison : they becomo 
interested in our affain, and speak of our farm, 
our cattle, &c, as though th^ were interested in 
their proper managenent,— whicli owld not he 
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the caw if they considered themseWes watched 
in eveiy movement. 

*' We have sent out parties of boys to labor on 
distant parts of the farm, placing one of their 
number as monitor, to direct in their work, and 
have realized much assistance in the labor of 
our farm by this plan. We daily send boys to 
the village, to mill, and to towns around us, on 
business. Some of those who were sent here 
for larceny have been trusted to pay and collect 
bills. 

" Most of the cartin|( of our supplies has been 
done by the boys, takmg the entire charge of a 
two-horse team. Though our confidence has 
been generously bestowed, it has ever been re- 
warded by their faithfulness. We grant them 
many privileges for good conduct^ such as an 
excursion on our beautiful pond m a boat, in 
summer, and sliding, coasting, and skating, in 
winter ; inviting them to spend a few hours in 
our parlor ; occasionally taking tea with us, or 
accompanying us to ride." 

M'eussity and Advantages of such an Institviion 
tn ConneetieuL 

The necessity and advantages of such an in- 
stitution in the State of Ck)nnecticut are obvious. 

Of the number of boys in the state who need 
the influences of such an institution to save them 
fiom a career of crime and ruin, and to save the 
state firom the peril to her moral interests and 
the expense to her treasury involved in their 
growing up hardened and reckless criminals, in 
tiie absence of definite statistics, we can form a 
judgment which will only approximate to the 
truUL It has been already stated in the report 
quoted above, that " the number of boys annually 
committed to the Ck>unty Prisons in each of the 
counties of Hartford and New Haven is from 
twelve to fourteen ; and that the number in all 
the counties of the state is probably not far from 
eighty.'* Then there is a considerable number, 
— perbape as many more, — who are proiier sub- 
jects of the discipline of a reform school, who 
are allowed to go free, on account of the reluc- 
tance of prosecuting oflicers to indict, and of 
judicial officers to condemn, such young persons 
to the ignominious punishment, and to the cor- 
rupting associations and influences, of our Coun- 
ty and State Prisona 

" Whoever," says Judge Washburn, " has been 
fiuniliar with our criminal courts cannot have 
failed to mark the increase of crime of late, es- 
pecially among the young. I doubt if a term of 
these courts passes, in our larger cities, in which 
children, ana those too of a tender ans, are not 
arraigned before them. Often and often is the 
heart pained at the spectacle of boys, with the 
open and ingenuous countenances that give so 
much of its charm to that a^, and with all the 
interesting associations which cluster around 
childhood, standing up amidst old and hardened 
villains, and receiving like them the sentence of 

an ignominious punishment I do 

not believe the judge exists whose feelings as a 
man would not shrink from pronouncing a sen- 
tence, fraught with such fearful consequences, 
upon a boy, though he stood before him a con- 
victed felon. He could not &il to read, in nine 
cases out of ten, the future life of that boy. 
Shut up in the receptacle of the drunken and 
the dissolute, of the pettv thief and the low vil- 
lain, human nature could not hope to surmount 
the fiital, the deadly contamination." pp. lOS, 
103. 

*' In every town " (we quote from the Report 
of the Massachusetts Commissioners, pp. 23, 23) 
** there are some, — in the cities and large towns 
many, — who exereise no salutary control over 
their ehildren. VIdous or thriftleas themselves, 



their children follow their example. And in that 
tender age when the mind and heart meet easily 
yield to the guidance of others, these children 
and youth become * oflTenders ' against good mor- 
als and the laws of their country, hardened 
against truth and duty, and subject themselves 
to the stem penalty of the law. How often have 
the hearts or judges and jurors been moved with 
pity, when they have been obliged to condemn 
and sentence to ignominious punishment some 
bright, intelligent boy^ who was bom and reared 
under such inauspicious circumstances ! How 
often has such a boy become a fiend when he 
should have been a man, — at war with society 
himself, and society at war with him, — but yet 
who might have been reclaimed by such an 
institution as the one now proposed, and thus 
become a good member of society ! " 

'* What number of children," (we quote again 
from the address of Judge Washburn," pp. lOS, 
103,) ** under sixteen years of age, are thus con- 
demned in a year, in this commonwealth, I have 
not statistics to determine. We can, at best, only 
approximate to their tme number. It is stated 
by Beaumont and De Tocqiieville, in their report 
upon the penitentiary system of our country, that 
of all the convicts in the United States one in 
eveiy ten is under the age of twenty years. That 
preportion does not hold good, if we confine our 
inquiry to our own State's Prison, which was 
found to be about one in eveiy sixteen of the two 
hundred and eighty-seven which were confined 
there m 1846. 

'* In a report made to the legislature, prelimi- 
nary to its action upon the subject of this Reform 
School, it is stated that, during the year 1845, 
there were ninety-seven children, under the age 
of sixteen yeaiH, convicted ana sentenced to 
houses of correction in Massachusetts, exclusive 
of the counties of SuflfAlk, Norfolk, Hampshire, 
and Barnstable. In the county of Suflblk, as 
appears by a report of the City Prisons of Boston, 
there were, during eight months of the year 1847, 
one hundred and one boys committed to the 
House of Reformation ; and during six and a 
half months of the same year, fifty-five under 
the age of twenty years were committed to the 
House of Correction in that city. If, therefore, 
we were to assume that at least three hundred 
boys are every year sentenced to prison for 
crime in this commonwealth, (Massachusetts,) it 
would probably be found to fkll below, rather 
than exceed, the actual number." 

We find in the last Report of the Superintend- 
ent of the State Reform School at Westboro' that 
during the year ending with November, 1849, 
three hundred and eleven boys were committed 
to that institution : and this when there is an- 
other House of Reformation for Juvenile Delin- 
quents in the same state at Boston. 

From the above data respecting this state and 
Massachusetts, we ma^ safely deduce the con- 
clusion, that there are m Connecticut, annually, 
not far from two hundred boys who ought to be 
committed to the care and discipline of a Reform 
School. 

The advantages of committing, each year, 
these two hundred boys to a Reform School over 
committing them to our prisons, or allowing them 
to go on unrestrained in their waywara and 
vicious courses, are very obvious and exceedingly 
important. 

There can be no doubt that the committal 
of a boy to a County or State Prison, where he 
will feel the ignominy of his condemnation, and 
be associated with old, abandoned, and corrapt> 
ing offenders, and where the discipline is neces- 
sarily adapted more to the purposes of punish- 
ment than of recovery and improvement, has a 
tendency not to reform, encourage, and elevate 
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him, bat rather to discoarage, depreM, and de- 
baae him. These Prisons are not fit places for 
such boys. They are not such places as the state, 
in the exercise of her guardianship over them, 
ought to provide. 

Nor can there be any question of the pernicious 
influence, on juvenile offenders againt^t the laws, 
of allowing them to go on unrestrained in the 
career of crime which they have commenced. 

On the other hand, there can be no doubt of 
the reforming influence upon such boys of such 
an institution as we have described. This we 
might safely infer from the nature of a Reform 
School as It has just been set forth. But we 
have better evidence than any inferences of tJiis 
kind — tke evidence of actual results. 

" Of the 4397 boys and girls " (we qtiote from 
an able pamphlet on the design and advantages 
of the House of Refuge, recently published in 
Philadelphia, pp.3l,3Q) " received into the New 
York House ot Refuge previous to January ], 
1849, it is believed that THREE FOURTHS 
have been saved from ruin and reformed. The 
public confidence in the value of this reforma- 
tory influence is silently evinced by the fact that 
the number of inmates has steadily increased 
from 182, in 1831, to 304, in 1848, and 355, in 
1849 ; and now strenuous exertions are in prog- 
ress greatly to enlarge the premises. 

" Of tlie condition of the 2250 inmates received 
into the Philadelphia House of Refuge previous 
to January, 1849, quite as fevorable a report 
would be fully warranted. The accounts re- 
ceived of many of them show not only the up- 
rightness and respectability of th^ir character, 
but their enterprise as men of business, and their 
w<Mth as contributors to the welfare and ad- 
vancement of the communities in which they 
live. The evidence of this is drawn from a 
variety of sources, — from the masters and mis- 
tresses of the children in various parts of the 
countrv, and from neighbors whose knowledge 
is obtained from personal observation and general 
report, — and though disappointment is some- 
times experienced, and a reformation supposed 
to be radical turns out to be superficial, yet, 
on the whole, the ibtowa results of the system 
abundantly sustain its claims to public confi- 
dence." 

The following extract from the presentment 
of the grand jury of New York to the Court of 
General Sessions, on the 23d of June, 1848, is 
weighty testimony on this point: — 

" House of Refuge, at the foot of Twenty-third 
Street Here, for nearly a quarter of a century, 
has been in active and successful operation one 
of the noblest and most beneficent reformatory 
systems ever devised by human philanthropy. 
The physical, moral, and intellectual redemption 
of Uiousands, who were almost lost, has been 
achieved, and still the good work is going on 
faithfully and efficiently under the intelligent 
administration of tlie Society for the Reformation 
of Juvenile Delinquents, and of the various offi- 
cers to whom the execution of its design is 
intrusted. There are now in the Refuge 250 
boys and 60 girls, chiefly supplied from tlie city, 
though small additions are made from other 
parts of the state. The inmates are carefully 
instructed in the useful branches of a plain Eiig- 
liah education, and are besides usefully employed 
in various handicrafts, qualifying tliem to fill 
reputable and advantageous stations in society, 
when they are fitted for a return to its duties 
and its privileges — a great step to such return 
being effected by the system of binding out those 
whose conduct in the Refuge proves them worthy 
to such employers residing in the country as are 
willing to take apprentices from the institution. 
Tba ncordi abound with proois and illuatratioDa 



of the happy agenqr exerted in this way by tbe 
Refuge. 

" The best evidences that can be afTorded of 
good and humane management, on the part c^ 
thofe having the charge of these youthful candi- 
dates for reform, is the fact that, notwithstanding 
the unfavorable influences among which their 
childhood was generally pas8ed,naturany tending 
to sow the seeds of disease, the grand jury (buna 
only two girls, and not one boy, on the sick list. 
Equally strong testimony to tlie moral care em- 
ployed is presented in the established certainty 
that about three fourths of those who enter the 
institution leave it thoroughly reformed. Visits 
are continually received from such, now become 
pra<!perou8 and respected members of society.'* 
— Report of the Prison Discipline Society for 
1849, pp. 343, 344. 

The trustees of the State Reform School of 
Ma.4sachuHetts, in their last Annual Report, give 
their testiuioiiy thus : " The trustees do not 
hesitate to pronounce it as the result of their 
observation, that the experiment^ so far as it has 
been tried, has proved a successful one. We can 
already, in looking over our three hundred boys, 
select not a few who are giving hopeful evidence 
that tlicy have been stayed in tiieir career of vice 
and crime ; that new thoughts and better feelings 
are fast finding place in their bosoms : and that 
they are forming resolutions, which, if strength- 
ened by right example and timely encourage- 
ment, will make them a future blessing to Uie 
society whose fundamental institutions their for- 
mer training was rapidly preparing them to lay 
waste and to destroy." 

We add the following paragraph from the 
Report of the Superintendent : " Owing to the 
short time since the school was opened, but little 
has been done in binding out boys — seven only 
having been apprenticed, most of them under 
favorable circumstances, who are doing well, as 
far as heard from. All the letters received in 
relation to or from them may be found in the 
appendix attached to this report. 

" We now have many promising boys^ who are, 
or will soon be, ready for apprenticeship ; and it 
is to be hoped that the philanthropic, in retired, 
agricultural portions of the state, will make an 
effort to procure good men to whom these unfor- 
tunate, though we may hope not ruined youth, 
may be indented, under such circumstances as 
will secure tlie great end of the establishment—* 
which is, their reformation. 

" The executive committee are authorized to 
indent boys, to persons of good character, one 
month after the application in writing shall have 
been made to the superintendent Many boys 
should be apprenticed during the coming winter 
and spring, to enable us to make room for further 
admissions." pp. 19, 20. 

We quote also from the appendix referred to 
as follows : — 

" The following letter is from the master of a 
lad indented in the early part of automn : — 

" * November 28, 1849. 

" ' Dear Sir, — I write in relation to J. D., who 
was apprenticed to me some time since. He is 
well and in good spirits, is very attentive to hia 
business, and seems pleased with his situation. 
He also has a disposition to improve his leisure 
time in reading, which augurs well for the fu- 
ture ; and thus far he is in every respect a good 
boy. Respectfully yours, F.* 

" The following letter is from an apprenticed 
lad, directed to the superintendent He waa 
committed in the early part of the year by tbe 
Boston Municipal Court : — 

" * November 5, 1849. 

" * My Dear Friend, — I now take thia opportu- 
nity to write you a fow linea, to inform you how 
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I am getting along. Mr. 



is a very good 



man indeed, and I like my place very well, and 
trade also. I have been reading ^our letter, and 
think it contains very good advice for any boy 
who leaves that institution. I think that the State 
Reform School has been the means of saving 
me from ruin. I thank God I was permitted to 
enter that school ; and I hope that it will save a 
great many others. I am now out of the city, 
where there are not so many temptations, and 
can now learn a good trade and become a re- 
spectable man. I have not been here long enough 
to let you know much about this place, but it is 
quite a village. I attend meeting every Sabbath. 
" * Yours respectfully, D.» 

*' The following extract is mtroduced to show 
the feelings of boys in the Reform School. The 
writer was committed for a high offence, and 
during the first part of the time with us was very 
refractory. It was written by himself to his 
mother : — 

"* Stats Rsforic School,, 

" * November 14, 1849. 

" * Dear Mother, — ^Yonr beautiful letter inspired 
me with love to Grod, to think he has preserved 
you and all the family from that scourge, the 
cholera, which has destroyed so many of the in- 
habitants of the United States. 

** ' On Sunday, November 11, Rev. Mr. Dowse 
preached to us on the subject of honoring all 
men, but especially on honoring our parents. 

" * When I heard him speak of honoring our 
parents, it made me feel as if I had done very 
wrong in not honoring you, and also that I 
ought to love and honor you as never before. 

" * Dear mother, I know that you have done 
all in your power to make me become a useful 
and respectable man : but to your many kind 
advices have I lent a deafening ear. It pains me 
to think how cruel and unjust I have been to 
you, in disregarding your kind advice. When I 
think of these things, it makes me feel as if I 
was unworthy to call you mother ; but I hope 
the time will soon come when I shall have the 
pleasure of seeing you blem the day that there 
ever was such an institution as this.* " pp. 39, 40. 

In view of this evidence, we may confidendy 
expect the reformation and usefulness to society 
of three fourths of all the vicious boys committed 
to the proposed Reform School in this state. In- 
deed, we may expect that in an institution which 
shall profit by the experience, combine the ad- 
vantages, and shun the errors of those already in 
operation, the proportion will be even greater than 
tliis. Now, we ask the humane, benevolent, and 
Christian citizens of this state to consider this 
result, and to compare it with the results of com- 
mitting juvenile offenders to our Prisons, or of 
allowing them to go unrestrained ; to consider, 
on the one hand, the probable ruin and miseipr 
of theee children for time and eternity, and their 
influence to draw others on to ruin and wretch- 
edness, and, on the other hand, their happiness 
and usefulness in this life, and their hopeful (Con- 
dition with reference to the life to- come, and say 
if such an institution is not worthy of your inter- 
est and your benefactions. Will you not decide 
that we must have one in Connecticut immedi- 
ately ? And we ask the members of our General 
Assembly, whose honorable office it is to take 
supervision of the security and welfare of the 
commonwealth, especially to guard it from the 
depredations and corrupting influence of crimi- 
nal!*, and to assure for it the usefulness and be- 
neficence of intelligent, industrious, and virtuous 
citizens, to weigh this subject well. We ask. Is 
it not a duty which the state owes to it^lf to 
establish such an institution? Would not its 
establishment be a measure of high legislative 
wisdom ? Would it not be even a measure of 



economv ^ a saving of money to the state f is 
it not cheaper thus to educate and reform Juve- 
nile offenders than to punish them in Prisons, or 
to allow them to go on in crime till society can 
no longer endure them, and their punishment 
can be no longer postponed? 

On this point we give the testimony of Judge 
Washburn, p. 101 : — 

" And though I have almost felt as if it would 
be a violation of good taste to weigh the expense 
in dollars and cents of redeeming a fellow-being 
from the blighting influence of bad associations 
and corrupt example, yet in a mere economical 
point of view this enterprise has a high claim 
upon public fevor. I have never seen an esti- 
mate of the coift occasioned to any state by the 
crimes committed within it, and the arrest, trial, 
punishment, and support of its criminals. But 
a moment's reflection would satisfy the mind of 
any one, that, in a government like ours, the 
charge which these impose upon the industry of 
the community must be heavy indeed. When, 
therefore, we remember tliat every one who 
shall here be reformed is not only relieving the 
state from the expense of his support, but is add- 
ing his industry to the aggregate wealth which 
is to bear the burden, we shall see that, as a mere 
question of profit and loss, the state has a deep 
stake in the establishment and success of this 
institution." 

In the last Report of the Trustees of the West- 
boro' institution, they say, — 

" Perhaps it may not be too hazardous to ven- 
ture the opinion, that when the institution shall 
be fairly in operation, and the farm properly cul- 
tivated, the amount required from the treasury 
of the state to sustain it will be a much smaller 
sum than would be required to be expended from 
the public coffers if the institution did not exist 
on the same persons who are now committed to 
this school ; and that the establishment will thus 
prove to be really a saving of the public money, 
without regarding the greater good which it is 
its chief purpose to accomplish. '' p. 7. 

Expena* and Mode of establishing and sustaining 
such an Itistitution, 

Of the expense of establishing and sustainins 
such an institution, we have not the means of 
making any other than a general and indefinite 
estimate. 

The expense of the erection of the buildings 
of the institution at Westboro' was $53,000. 
The farm of 180 acres cost $9,000. The expense 
of furnishing the buildings and stocking the farm 
was $6,000 ; so that the total amount was $67,000. 
But we should not need, for a Reform School in 
this state, a building so large nor a farm so ex- 
tensive. It would be well if we could have at 
the outset $50,000 ; but we might safely begin 
with $25,000, and extend our buildings after- 
wards as should be found necessary. 

As to the mode of raising this sum, it has been 
proposed to obtain half of it by donations from 
the benevolent, and the other half by a grant 
from the state. And there can be no doubt that 
if the subject is fully understood by the people 
of this state, not only this sum, but whatever is 
fotmd necessary, can be obtained in this mode. 
One benevolent man in Massachusetts, the Hon 
Theodore Lyman, gave for the establishment of 
the institution at Westboro' $10,000, and soon 
after, $10,000 more on condition that the state 
would pay the same amount ; and during the 
last year he deceased, leaving to the institution, 
by his will, the additional sum of $50,000. May 
we not hope that some wealthy citizen of Con> 
necticut will imitate his example ? Certainly we 
may believe, that from the great number of be- 
nevolent men in this state who aie acciurtomed 
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to giva liberally for philanthropic and Christian 
purposes^ donations may be received which will 
oe sufficient, provided the state will do her part. 
The ordinary annual expenses of the boys in 
the Westboro' institution over and above their 
earnings are $34 each. There is no reason to 
thinlE that that expense would be greater in a 
similar Reform School in Connecticut. We do 
not icnow the exact amount which the state pays 
annually for each convict in our County Prisons. 
It is not far from twice this sum. By the last 
Annual Report of the Prison Discipline Society, 
we learn that the average cost of the inmates of 
eleven State Prisons has been $67 per annum. 
So that it would be an economical arrangement 
for the state to support Juvenile criminals in a 
Reform School, rather than in County or State 
Prisons, if they should remain as long in the 
latter as in the former. But as it would be ex- 
pedient for such Juvenile offenders to remain 
longer in tlie Reform School than the period for 
which they are usually committed to Prison, their 
expense to the state in the School would be on 
the whole greater than in tlie Prisons. Yet if 
we take into view what the state saves in money, 
and especially what it saves in the moral influ- 
ence and in the aggregate of taxable property, by 
the reformation of these offenders, we see that 
it would be the part of economy, as well as of 
duty towards the people of whom she is the 
guardian, to bear the annual expenses of tbo^^e 
Juvenile delinquents who would be committed 
to ttie care of a Reform SchooL 



We have thus, citizens of Connecticat, eet be- 
fore you this important subject. We hope voa 
will give it your attentive consideration, and be 
induced to unite with those whom we represent 
in obtaining for our beloved state the blessing of 
a Reform School. We shall send this document 
widely through the state. We commend the 
truths which it expresses especially to the atten- 
tion of those who have recently been elected 
members of the next legislature. We commend 
them to the attention and active favor of all 
We request those in every town by whose Judg- 
ment such a course is approved to circulate pe- 
titions, praying the legislature to establish a State 
Reform School, and to send them by the repre- 
sentatives of the town. The following sin^e 
form is sufficient : — 

To the General Assembly of the State of 
Connecticut 

We, the subscribers, appreciating the necessity 
and value of a State Reform School for Juvenile 
Offenders, do pray the General Assembly to es- 
tablish such an institution in Connecticut. 

We hope for such an expression of sentiment 

from the people of the state as will secure the 

prompt and favorable action of the legislature. 

And if such phall be the action of the legislature, 

we are confident that the united friends of such 

a beneficent institution will not appeal in vain 

for the donations of individuals. 

S. W.^S. DUTTON, 

SIDNEY A. THOMAS, 

PHILEMON HOADLEY, 
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CONSTITUTION 



OF TBI 



PRISON DISCIPLINE SOCIETY. 



Article 1. This Society shall be called the Prison Discipline Societt. 

Art. 2. It shall be the object of this Society to promote the improvement ol 
Public Prisons. 

Art. 3. It shall be the duty of this Society to take measures for effecting the 
formation of one or more Prison Discipline Societies in each of the United States, 
and to cooperate with all such Societies in accomplishing the object specified in 
the second article of this Constitution. 

Art. 4. Any Society, having the same object in view, which shall become 
auxiliary to this, and shall contribute to its funds, shall thereby secure for the 
Prisons, in the State where such Society is located, special attention from this 
Society. 

Art. 5. Each subscriber of two dollars, annually, shall be a Member. 

Art. 6. Each subscriber of thirty dollars, at one time, shall be a Member 
for Life. 

Art. 7. The officers of this Society shall be a President, as many Vice- 
Presidents as shall be deemed expedient, a Treasurer, and a Secretary, to be 
chosen annually, and a Board of Managers, whose duty it shall be to conduct 
the business of the Society. This Board shall consist of six clergymen and six 
laymen, of whom six shall reside in the city of Boston, and five shall constitute 
a quorum. 

The Managers shall call special meetings of the Society, and fill such vacan- 
cies as may occur by death or otherwise in their own Board. 

Art. 8. The President, Vice-Presidents, Treasurer, and Secretary, shall 
be, ex officio. Members of the Board of Managers. 

Art. 9. The annual meetings of this Society shall be held in Boston, on 
the week of the General Election, when, besides choosing the officers as speci- 
fied in the seventh article, the accounts of the Treasurer shall be presented, and 
the proceedings of the foregoing year reported. 

Art. 10. The Managers shall meet at such time and place, in the city of 
Boston, as they shall appoint. 

Art. 11. At the meetings of the Society, and of the Managers, the Presi- 
dent, or, in his absence, the Vice-President first on the list then present, and, 
in the absence of the President and of all the Vice-Presidents, such Member as 
shall be appointed for that purpose, shall preside. 

Art. 12. The Secretary, in concurrence with two of the Managers, or, in 
the absence of the Secretary, any three of the Managers, may call special meet- 
ings of the Board. 

Art. 13. The minutes of every meeting shall be signed by the Chairman or 
Secretary. 

Art. 14. No alteration shall be made in this Constitution except by the 8o- 
eie^, at an annual meeting, on the recommendation of the Board of Managen 



ANNUAL MEETING. 



1852. 



The Twenty-Seventh Annual Meeting of the Prison Discipline 
Society was held in Park Street Vestry, on Monday, May 24, at 12 
o'clock, M. 

The President, Hon. Samtjel A. Eliot, took the chair, and cabled 
on the Rev. William Jenes to open the meeting, with reading the 
Scriptures and prayer, which was done in accordance with this 
request. 

The records of the corresponding meeting of the last year were 
then read by the Secretary. 

The first item of business was the election of officers. 

For this purpose, the Secretary was requested to act as a committee 
to distribute, sort, and count the votes. 

This being done, it was found that the officers of the preceding 
year were elected, with the addition to the Board of Managers of 
KiCHAED GiEDLEE. (See list of officers at the close of the Report.) 

The second item of business was the presentation of the Treasurer's 
Report, which was read by the President, together with the certificate 
of the Auditors, Messrs. Jabez C. Howe and Amos A. Laweence ; 
which report, as thus read, was accepted, and referred to the commit- 
tee on the Report of the Board of Managers, to be printed. 

The third item of business was the presentation of the Report of 
the Board of Managers. This was done by the Secretary, and an 
abstract of the same was read. The report, an abstract of which 
was read, was referred, to be printed, with such additions and mod- 
ifications as they should see fit, to the committee which was appointed 
to prepare it, viz., the Seceetaet, Rev. Dr. Jenes, Hon. Samuel A. 
Eliot, and Hon. Francis C. Gray. 

While this item of business was under consideration, letters ad- 
dressed to the Secretary from the Rev. Dr. Jenes, Hon. Samuel A. 
Eliot, and Hon. Feancis C. Gray, were read to the Society, stating 
that they had carefully examined the Documents and the Report, and 
expressing their approbation and concurrence. 

The fourth item of business was the consideration and decisicm of 
the question, whether there should be a Public Annual Meeting, and 
the question was decided, in accordance with the opinion and wishes 
of the Board of Managers, in the negative. 

After prayer by the Rev. Dr. Sharp, the Society adjourned. 

(iv) 



ANNUAL REPORT. 



DECEMBIBR 4^ 19M. 



With grateful acknowledgments to our heavenly Father, 
the Managers of the Prison Discipline Society present their 
Twenty-Seventh Annual Report. 

In the introduction they desire to notice the death of three 
of their associates, who have been nineteen years Vice-Presi- 
dents of this society, viz., — 

ARCHIBALD ALEXANDER, 
ELUAH HEDDING, and 
THOMAS H. GALLAUDET. 

All three of them have written their names on our hearts, 
and on the hearts of tens of thousands of American Chris- 
tians. They well represented the large class of Christians 
with whom they were respectively connected — the Pres- 
byterian, the Methodist EpisQopal, and the Congregation- 
al churches. Their intelligence, their philanthropy, their cath- 
olic spirit, their long-continued and important services, 
their delightful manners, their wisdom in council, their pa- 
tience and perseverance in action, their almost uniform 
health and industry, their attainments, their accomplish- 
ments, their good old age, their peaceful death, and, as we 
believe, their exceeding great reward, are themes of delight- 
ful contemplation ; and our prayer for ourselves and our 
children is, that we may imitate their example, so far as they 
imitated the Author of our religion, and that with them we 
may inherit the promises, and dwell eternally in those man- 
sions which our Savior has gone to prepare for his disciples, 
that where he is, there they may be also. 

With this notice of departed friends we present the fol- 
lowing 
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PART I- 



VALUABLE DOCUMENTS OP 1851-52. 

MAINS. 

BuLES and By-Laws for the Government and Discipline of 
the Maine State Prison, at Thomaston, with a Catalogue 
of Officers. Bangor: William Thompson, Printer. 1850. 
13mo* pp. 20. 

Annual Bepprt of the Inspectors of the State Prison to 
His Excellency the Governor and Council. House Docu- 
ment No. 4, Thirty-First Legislature. Dated AprU 30, 1851. 
12mo. pp. 25. 

Eeports of the Trustees, Steward, and Superintendent of 
the Insane Hospital, 1851. Published a^eeably to Resolve 
of the Legislature. Augusta : Wm. T* Johnson, Printer to 
the State. 12mo. pp. 60. 

KEW HAICPSHIKE. 

Reports of the Warden, Physician, and Chaplain of the 
New Hampshire State Prison, June Session, 1851. Con- 
cord : Butterfield & Hill, State Printers. 8vo. pp. 16. 

Report of the Committee instructed to investigate the 
Affairs of the New Hampshire State Prison, June Session, 
1851. Concord: Butterfield & Hill, State Printers. 1851. 
8vo. pp. 4. 

Reports of the Board of Visitors, Building Committee, and 
of the Sup«-intendent of the New Hampshire Asylum for 
the Insane, June Session, 1851. Concord: Butterfield & 
Hill, State Printers. 8vo. pp. 66. 

VERMONT. 

Annual Report of the Directors, Superintendent, and Phy- 
sician of the Vermont State Prison, made to the Legisla- 
ture, Oct. 10, 1851. Burlington : Free Press Office. 8vo. 
pp. 16. 

Fifteenth Annual Report of the Directors and Superin- 
tendent of the Vermont Asylum for the Insane, Sept 1851. 
Brattleboro' : James B» Capen, Printer. 8vo. pp. 12. 

CCC2 
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1 MASSACHUSETTS. 



Documents relating' to the State Prison. — Annual Report 
of the Board of Inspectors of the Massachusetts State Prison, 
Sept. 30, 1851; together with the Annual Reports of the 
Officers of the Institution. Boston : Dutton & Wentworth, 
State Printers, No. 37 Congress Street 8vo. pp. 55. House 
Document No. 3. 

Reports of the Inspectors of Prisons, of the Jail, House of 
Reformation, and House of Industry, Dec. 1851. Boston: 
1852. City Document No. 3. 8vo. pp. 32. Abel Gushing, 
Edward G. Loring, John G. Rogers, and James C. Merrill, 
Inspectors of Prisons for the County of Suffolk. 

City Document No. 61. Final Report of Committee on 
the Erection of the New Jail, in the Board of Mayor and 
Aldermen, Nov. 10, 1851. Ordered to be printed. 8vo. pp. 44. 

Senate Document No. 14. Report of the Commissioners 
of Alien Passengers and Foreign Paupers, Jan. 1852. Com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts, Commissionesrs appointed under 
the Act of May 24, 1852. 8vo. pp. 20. 

City Document No. 70. Final Report of the Joint Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings, on the Erection of the New Alms- 
house, on Deer Island, in Boston Harbor, Dec. 15, 1851. 
8vo. pp. 20. 

Senate Document No. 127. Commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts, in Senate, April 30, 1852. The Joint Special Com- 
mittee, to whom was referred so much of the Governor's 
Address as relates to Alien Passengers and State Paupers, 
&c. Unanimous Report of Committee. Chas. H. Warren, 
Ed. L. Keyes, A. H. Merrill, W. B. Parmenter, Noah Wells, 
Amasa Sanderson, Daniel Edson. 

City Marshal's Annual Report on the Police Department 
of the City of Boston. 1851. — In board of mayor and alder- 
men, Jan. 13, 1852, laid on the table, and 1000 copies ordered 
to be printed. 8vo. pp. 24. 

Documents relating to the State Reform School, Jan. 18, 
containing Reports of Trustees, Superintendent, Physician, 
and Chaplain. 8vo. 

By-Laws for the Government and Regulation of the State 
Reform School. Revised by the Trustees, April, 1850. Ap- 
proved by the Governor and Council, May 10, 1850. Bos- 
ton : Printed by Chas. C. P. Moody. 

Report of the Board of Visitors of the Boston Lunatic 
Hospital, containing a Statement of the Condition of that 
Institution, and transmitting the Annual Report of the Su- 
perintendent, for 1851. Boston : J. H. Eastburn, City Printer. 
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Report of the Board of Trustees of the Massachusetts 
General Hospital, presented to the Corporation at their An- 
nual Meeting, Jan. 28, 1852. Boston: Eastborn's Press. 
8vo. pp. 28. 

Nineteenth Annual Report of the Trustees of the State 
Lunatic Hospital at Worcester, D^c. 1851. Boston : But- 
ton & Wentworth, State Printers. 8vo. pp. 76, with sup- 
plement of 12 pages, containing the Laws of the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts relating to the State Lunatic 
Hospital. 

On the Causes of Insanity. An Address delivered before 
the Norfolk (Mass.) District Medical Society, May 14, 1851, 
by Edward Jarvis, M. D., of Dorchester. Printed by Vote of 
the Society. 8vo. pp. 18. 

On the Comparative Liability of Males and Females, and 
their Comparative Curability and Mortality when Insane, by 
Edward Jarvis, M. D., of Dorchester, Massachusetts. Read 
before the Association of Medical Superintendents of Ameri- 
can Institutions for the Insane, at Boston, June, 1850. 8vo. 
pp. 32. Published at the New York State Lunatic Asylum, 
Utica. 

Third and Final Report on the Experimental School for 
Teaching and Training Idiotic Children. Also, the First Re- 
port of the Trustees of the Massachusetts School for Idiotic 
and Feeble-minded Youth. Reprinted,. with Corrections by 
the Writer, from House Document No. 57. Cambridge: 
Metcalf & Co., Printers to the University. 1852. 8vo. 
pp. 40. 

Constitution and By-Laws of the Massachusetts School 
for Idiotic and Feeble-minded Youth. Boston: Cross & 
Freeman, Printers. 1851. 8vo pp. 14. 

RHODE ISLAND. 

Annual Reports made to the General Assembly of Rhode 
Island, at their October Session, 1851, by the Inspectors, 
Warden, and Physician of the Rhode Island State Prison. 
Providence : Printed by Silas J. Miller. 8vo. pp. 28. 

Description of the New County Jail in Providence, R. L, 
as designed by Louis Dwight and Gridley J. F. Bryant 
Providence : Joseph Knowles, Printer. 8vo. pp. 24. 

Providence Reform School. First Annual Report, Dec, 
1851. Presented to the City Council, Jan. 12, 1852, con- 
taining the Report of the Superintendent, Mr. James M. 
Taicott, and of the Committee, Messrs. Samuel Green Arnold 
and Wm. S. Patten. Knowles, Anthony, & Co., Printers. 

A* 
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CONNECTICUT. 

Connecticut State* Prison, X851. Report of the Majority 
and Minority, together with the Reports of the late War- 
den, Chaplain, and Physician, to the General Assembly, 
May Session, 1851. By. Order of the Legislature. Hartford : 
Alfred E. Burr, Printer to the House. 8vo. pp. 46. 

Report of the Joint Select Committee of the State Reform 
School, together with the Report of 18S0, and the proposed 
Public Act, establishing said School, General Assembly, May 
Session, 1851. Printed by Order of the Legislature. Hart- 
ford : Alfred E. Burr, Printer to the House. 8vo. pp. 16. 

NEW YORK. 

Fourth Annual Report of the Inspectors of State Pris- 
ons of the State of New Yoric, transmitted to the Legis- 
lature Jan. 22, 1852. Albany : C. Van Benthusen, Printer 
to the Legislature, No. 407 Broadway. 1852. 8vo. pp. 304. 
Senate Document No. 35. Alexander H. Wells, l>arius 
Clarke, and W. P. Angel, Inspectors. 

Report of the Select Committee of the Assembly of 1851, 
appointed to examine into the Affairs and Condition of the 
State Prisons of the State of New York. Transmitted to 
the Legislature Jan. 7, 1853. Assembly Document No. 20. 
8vo. pp. 256. Printer to the Legislature, 407 Broadway, Al- 
bany. George Underwood, George E. Baker, John H. Woos- 
ter, Alexander H. Graham, Charles C. Severance, Committee. 

Fifth Annual Report of the Prison Association of New 
York, including a List of the Officers and Members. Assem- 
bly Document No. 198. April 5, 1850. 8vo. pp. 377, with 
an Appendix of 20 pages. Albany : Weed, Parsons, & Co., 
Public Printers. 

Third Annual Report of the Inspectors of the Albany 
County Penitentiary, with the Documents accompanying the 
Same, made to the Board of Supervisors of the County 
of Albany, and the Mayor and Recorder of the City of Al- 
bany, in Joint Meeting, on the 2d day of Dec. 1861. Al- 
bany : Joel Munsell, 58 State Street, Printer. 1852. 8vo. 
pp. 44. 

Rules, Regulations, and By-Laws of the Government and 
Discipline of the Onondaga County Penitentiary, established 
by the Board of Supervisors of said County, Jan. 7, 1851, 
Syracuse : Agan & Summers, Printers, Daily Standard Of- 
fice. 12mo. pp. 14. 

Twenty-Seventh Annual Report of the Managers of the 
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Society for the Reformation of Juyenile Delinqaeiits to the 
Legislature of the State, and the Corporation of the City of 
New York. James Egbert, Printer, 374 Pearl Street 8vo. 
pp. 66. 

A Beport on Food and Diet suited for Almshooses, Pris- 
ons, and Hospitals, by Hon. John Staunton Gould, prepared 
at the Bequest of the Board of Commissaooers of BmigratikMi, 
and the Board of Governors of the New York Almshouse 
Department New York : W. C. Bryant & Co., Rinters, in 
Nassau Street 1852. 8vo. pp. 98. 

Third Annual Beport of the Governors of the Almshouse, 
New York, for the Year 1851. 8vo. pp« 208, with numerooiB 
Plates and Tables. W. C. Bryant & Ca, Printers, 18 
Nassau Street. 

First Annual Beport of the New York Statue Asylum for 
Idiots. Senate Document No. 30. Feb. d, 1852. Signed 
John C. Spencer, W. L. Marcy, James H. Titus, Franklin 
Townsend, William J. Kip, Washington Hunt, Sanford E. 
Church, Henry P. Bandall, J. C. Wright 8vo. pp. 23. 

NEW JERSEY. 

Beport on the Condition of the New Jersey State Prison, 
embracing the Beports of the Joint Committee, Inspectors, 
Keeper, Moral Instructor, and Physician, read to the Legisla- 
tive Assembly, and ordered to be piinted, Jan. 12, 1852. 
Trenton : Printed at the True American Office. 8vo. pp. 47. 

Second Annual Beport of the New Jersey Prison Beform 
Association, together with the Proceedings of the Second 
Annual Meeting, held in the City of Trenton, on the 21st and 
22d of January, 1851. 8vo. pp.51, containing various papers, 
documents, reports, &c., on County Prisons in all parts of 
the state. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Twenty-Third Annual Beport of the Inspectors of the 
Eastern Penitentiary of Pennsylvania, transmitted to the 
Senate and House of Bepresentatives, February, 1852. Phil- 
adelphia : B. Mifflin, Printer, No. 63 Walnut Street. 1852. 
8vo. pp. 47. 

Beport of the Inspectors of the Western Penitentiary of 
Pennsylvania, for 1851, addressed to the Senate and House 
of Bepresentatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Jan. 2, 1852. 8vo. pp. 23. 

Twenty-Fifth Annual Beport on the State of the Asylum 
for the Belief of Persons deprived of the Use of their Beasonu 
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Published by Direction of the Contributors. Third Month, 
1852. Philadelphia : Printed by Joseph Bavenstraw, Apple 
Tree Alley. 8vo. pp. 30. 

Report of Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane, for the 
Year 1851, by Thomas S. Kirkbride, M. D., Physician to 
the Institution. Published by Order of the Board of Man- 
agers. Philadelphia : 1852. 8vo. pp. 40, with an Appendix 
of 10 pages. 

First Annual Report of the Board of Trustees of the State 
Lunatic Hospital of the State of Pennsylvania, made to the 
Legislature Jan. 14, 1852. Harrisburg : Thos. Fenn & Co., 
Printers to the State. 8vo. pp. 24. 

Report on the Construction of Hospitals for the Insane, 
made by the Standing Committee of the Association of 
Medical Superintendents of American Institutions for the 
Insane, at its Meeting in Philadelphia, May 21, 1851. 8vo. 
pp. 16. 

MARYLAND. 

Report of the Board of Visitors of the Maryland Hospital 
to the General Assembly of Maryland, containing State- 
ments of the Condition of the Institution for 1850 and 1851, 
and transmitting the Report of the Resident Physician. 
Baltimore : Printed by John B. Foy, corner of Market and 
St. Paul Streets. 8vo. 

Report of the Trustees for the Poor of Baltimore City and 
County to the Mayor and City Council, for the Year ending 
Slst of December, 1849. Baltimore: Printed by James 
Lucas. 8vo. pp. 30. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Penitentiary, District of Columbia. Message of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, transmitting the Annual Report 
of the Inspectors of the Penitentiary, March 3, 1851. Ordered 
to be printed. 8vo. pp. 20. 

VIRGINIA. 

Annual Report of the Board of Directors of the Peniten- 
tiary Institution, 1851. This Document contains, also, the 
Reports of Superintendent, Agent, and Physician. 8vo. 

pp. 55. 

Report of the Eastern Lunatic Asylum of the City of Wil- 
liamsburg, Virginia, 1851. Richmond : Printed by Ritchies 
& Dunnivant. 1852. 8vo. pp. 36, for the Year closing 
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Sept 30, 1851 ; presented and published as an Annual Re- 
port to the Legislature. 

Twenty- Fourth Annual Report of the President and Di- 
rectors of the Western Lunatic Asylum. 1851. Richmond, 
Va. : Printed by Ritchies & Dunnivant, 1851. 8vo. pp. 46. 
Legislative Document No. 9. 



omo. 

Annual Report of the Directors and Warden of the Ohio 
Penitentiary to the Fiftieth General Assembly of the State 
of Ohio, being the first session under the new constitu- 
tion for the Year 1851. Ordered to be printed by the 
Senate. Columbus: Printed by L. Medary. 1852. 8vo. 
pp. 43. 

Thirteenth Annual Report of the Directors and Superin- 
tendent of the Ohio Lunatic Asylum to the Fiftieth Gen- 
eral Assembly of the State of Ohio, for the Year 1851. 
Columbus : Printed by L. Medary. 1852. 8vo. pp. 96 ; to- 
gether with the proposed act for the erection of two addi- 
tional Lunatic Asylums. 

The Charter, Rules, and Regulations for the Government 
of the House oiF Refuge and its Inmates, and the By-Laws of 
the Board of Directors. Printed at the Daily Times Book- 
store, in Cincinnati. 8vo. pp. 20. 

INDIANA. 

Annual Report of the Commissioners, Treasurer, and Med- 
ical Superintendent of the Indiana Hospital for the Insane to 
the General Assembly of the State of Indiana. Indianapolis : 
J. P. Chapman, State Printer. 1851. 8vo. pp. 49. 

MICHIGAN. 
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PART II. 



GENERAL TOPICS TOUCHING THE INTER- 
ESTS OP PRISON DISCIPLINE. 

INCREASE OF CBIME. 

The increase of crime, according to the Penitentiary re- 
turns of the last year, has been as follows : In Maine, as 
1 to 6 ; in New Hampshire, as 1 to 24 ; in Vermont, as 1 to 
5 ; in Massachusetts, as 1 to 14; in Rhode Island, as 1 to 5 ; 
at Auburn, New York, as 1 to 18; at Sing Sing, as 1 to 11 ; 
at Sing Sing Female Prison, as 1 to 13 ; at Albany, New 
York, as 1 to 5 ; in Washington, D. C, as 1 to 11 ; in Vir- 
ginia, as 1 to 10 ; in Ohio, as 1 to 9 ; in Michigan, nearly as 
1 to 3. In 15 Penitentiaries the number of prisoners has 
increased as 1 to 11. 

This increase is stated without reference to population, 
and of course is least unfavorable wherever the population 
has increased most rapidly. 

EXERCISE OF THE PARDONING POWER. 

The pardoning power was exercised in 15 Penitentiaries, 
last year, in favor of 280 prisoners, which was in proportion 
to the whole number of prisoners as 1 to 12. Of the whole 
number of pardons, 174 were extended to the prisoners at 
Columbus, Ohio, and at Auburn and Sing Sing, New* 
York. 

The operation of the pardoning power is strikingly exhib- 
ited, so far as the prisoners are concerned who have been dis- 
charged by pardon from the Massachusetts State Prison, on 
the 38th page of the document relating to the State Prison, 
as follows : — 

" By reference to the Prison records, it is found that from the 1st of 
October, 1840, to the 80th of September, 1850, — a period of 10 
years, — 162 convicts have been discharged from this Prison by a 
remission of their sentence or by pardon, and from information which 
has been obtained, from time to time, relating to these individuals, the 
following is found to be the result respecting them, subsequent to the 
time of tiieir leaving this institution: 30 are known to be doing 
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well ; 13 have been committed to this Prison again ; 7 have been 
committed to other Prisons ; 18 have been engaged in crime again, 
but have not been sentenced to imprisonment ; ] , keeping a house of 
ill fame ; 65, nothing is definitely known ; 8 have died since leaving 
Prison ; 10 have become very intemperate — 152/' 

The exercise of the pardoning power, according to the 
testimony of the inspectors of Prisons in the State of New 
York, has been as follows : ■— 

" One hundred and seven convicts have been pardoned during the 
past year, not one of whom has since been returned to Prison, while 
the inspectors have the assurance that many of these recipients of 
mercy are conducting themselves with propriety, and pursuing hon- 
est and industrious callings. The proportion of pardons at Sing Sing 
is 1 in 17 for males, and 1 in 73 for females ; at Auburn, 1 in 14, and 
at Clinton, 1 in 12 ; while during the previous year they were 1 in 
46^ at Sing Sing, 1 in 30 at Auburn, and 1 in 23 at Clinton. 

" The more liberal exercise of the pardoning power has created a 
desirable influence in the Prisons, strengthening the hopes of the 
long sentenced, stimulating all to industry and obedience, and lighten- 
ing the duties which devolve upon the police department." — Fourth 
Report of Inspectors^ p. 6. 

The inspectors of the Albany County Penitentiary express 
themselves in a guarded manner, and suggest a remedy which 
might, as they think, be provided against the danger of too 
free an exercise of the pardoning power in the hands of any 
one individual. 

" The free use of the pardoning power tends to impair the certain- 
ty of punishment. When judiciously exercised, it throws its protec- 
tion around innocence, and leads out of Prison those who by reason 
of alleviating circumstances of a marked character have satisfied the 
requirements of justice. If it be granted to a prisoner after some 
years of confinement, because he is under a long sentence, it would 
be better to diminish the extent of such sentences, that mercy may be 
withheld. The executive, clothed with this attribute, is constantly 
placed in the most trying circumstances. A mother, ^neath the 
weight of age, pleads in heart-broken accents, and with the moving 
eloquence of tears, for an only son, around whom her best hopes clus- 
tered. She pleads and pleads again for that son. He is young, and 
though depraved, she clings to the hope that, if restored to her, he 
will lighten the shadows that play mournfully around the evening of 
her life — nay, more ; that he will comfort her, and provide for her, 
and cause joy to dwell once more in the house of mourning. Such a 
picture is well calculated to move even a heart of stone ; still it is 
one that often meets the eye of the executive. And yet, if that 
mother's prayer be granted, the effect may be to sacrifice on the 
altar of crime more than one victim whose heart perhaps once beat 
with noble aspirations. The touching incidents that occur in so 
many applications for pardon, so well intended to lead captive the 
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kindliest feelings of our nature, raises the question, whether the dis« 
pensing this mercy of the law should be centred in one person. 
Those at the head of our state governments, it is presumed, would 
willingly share the responsibility of exercising it with a council formed 
for this purpose." — Third Report of the Albany County Penitentiary ^ 
pp. 20, 21. 

PTTNISHMENT IN PENITENTIARIES. 

In the Maine Report of the last year nothing is said aboat 
punishment. 

In the New Hampshire State Prison Report the warden 
states that 



u 



The most perfect good order has prevailed among the convicts, 
and but very little punishment has been necessary. I attribute this 
in a great measure to placing in the cell of each convict a copy of 
the rules to be observed by them, and impressing on their minds the 
certainty of punishment in each and every instance of their violation." 
— New Hampshire Report^ p. 11. 

In the Vermont State Prison Report for the last year, 
nothing is said on the subject of punishment. 

In the Massachusetts State Prison Report the infrequency 
of punishment, and the favorable results of restricted pun- 
ishment, according to the laws of the commonwealth, are 
carefully and accurately stated in the annual report of the 
late warden, as follows : — 

" Good order has prevailed among the prisoners generally, and 
the discipline has not in any degree been relaxed, but has been grad- 
ually improving ; and this, too, without resorting to great severity for 
its maintenance. There have been but two instances the past year 
where corporal punishment has been resorted to ; and in conformity 
to the statute which requires that the number of stripes inflicted shall 
be presented in the annual report of the warden, together with the 
circumstances attending their infliction in each case, those which 
have occurred since the last annual report was made are here 
stated. 

" No. 1. — For gross insolence to his officer in several instances, for 
disorderly conduct in the shop, and for making a disturbance in his 
cell while in solitary punishment, one stripe. 

" No. 2. — For insolence and disobedience of orders in repeated 
instances, for inattention to his work, for obstinately disregarding the 
orders of the warden and deputy warden, and for highly improper 
conduct while under examination for his offences, four stripes. 

" Other methods had been resorted to to induce these individuals 
to pursue an exemplary course of conduct, but without effect ; and 
although they had been repeatedly subjected to solitary punishment, 
this mode of treatment did not secure a compliance with the rules of 
the Prison ; in fact, some convicts appear to have a preference for 

B 
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solitary confinement, for a limited period, rather than to labor. Some 
of the indolent, who may always be found in a Prison, look upon 
solitary confinement as a relief from what they conceive the exces- 
sive burden of ordinanr manual labor, and to such it is no great 
hardship to be subjected to solitary confinement for several consecu- 
tive days'; and it would doubtless be less injurious to the health of 
such individuals, if a more stringent remedy were applied for the 
removal of the habits to which they are addicted. Nearly all other 
modes of punishment, except solitary confinement, are thought by 
many in the community to be either degrading or barbarous, and 
therefore should not be resorted to ; yet two things are certain with 
respect to the enforcement of discipline by solitary punishment : one 
is, that where the individual is frequently subjected to it, his health is 
almost invariably impaired ; and the other, the Prison is subjected to 
a pecuniary loss, not only while the convict is in confinement, but 
not unfrequently for several day^aAer his release, his system being 
necessarily enervated by this mode of punishment It is but an act 
of justice to say, that a large majority of the prisoners are industrious 
and exemplary in their deportment, and that no coercive measures or 
unusual restraints are necessary to secure from them a ready and 
cheerful compliance with the rules of the Prison." — Documents re- 
lating to the State Prison^ pp. 39-41. 

In the report of the Rhode Island State Prison for the last 
year, we do not find a word on the subject of punishment. 

In the report of the Connecticut State Prison, the views of 
the directors are expressed, in regard to the system of punish- 
ment which they approve, in what they say of the warden, 
showing both what ought to be, as they believe, and what is. 
They say, — 

*^ They have found in him qualities eminently fitting him for the 
very responsible position in which he has been placed. Firm and 
humane in his government, it is believed that he has carried the disci- 
pline of the Prison to a degree of perfection equal to the highest 
point in any former period of its history. And this, too, has been 
done with but little, and not extraordinarily severe, personal chas- 
tisement.'^ — Connecticut State Prison Report^ p. 5. 

The inspectors of Prisons in the State of New York state, 
in their last report, how much punishments have been dimin- 
ished, the last year, in the Prisons under their care; what 
modes of punishment for misdemeanor in Prison are used; 
and what their hopes are in regard to the future diminution 
in the number and severity of punishments in Prison. They 
say,— 

" The total number of punishments at the Sing Sing Prison in the 
past year was 233, being 1 less than in 1850, with an increase of a 
daily average of 61 convicts. Here the punishments average 1 in 
80. At Auburn they amount to 337, being 8 more than in 1850, 
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or 1 in 24, but with a daily increase of 39 convicts. At Clinton they 
amount to 47, or an average of 1 in 24. 

" The modes of punishment are prescribed by the inspectors, and 
are generally trifling in their nature. The use of the shower bath 
has been found a salutary corrective, and another year's experience 
confirms our previous impressions, that its effects upon the physical 
system are harmless in all cases, while in some they have proved 
truly beneficial. 

" The decreased amount of punishments in all the Prisons, and 
the vastly improved state of the government, are to be attributed 
more to the humane system of discipline, the efforts made for moral 
and intellectual improvement, and to the better manner in which the 
convicts are clothed and fed, than to any change in the characters of 
the persons received. As the old convicts are discharged, or become 
more familiar with the present mild system, less difficulty is found in 
controlling the Prisons, and the inspectors are not without hope, that 
the day is not far distant when Prison punishments will be unknown, 
or confined to but a very few, and they of that incorrigible class who 
never willingly yield to wholesome restraint." — Fourth Report of 
Inspectors^ pp. 5, 6. 

In the very interesting, able, and important Report of the 
Albany County Penitentiary, we find no mention of pun- 
ishments. Much labor is performed, much instruction is 
given, in public and private, and astonishing results are at^ 
tained ; but nothing whatever is said about punishments. 
Punishment seems to be a strange work there; while a most 
excellent way is found of employing and governing 500 or 
600 convicts during the year on short sentences, and making 
them, notwithstanding their short sentences, support them- 
selves. 

This is a great attainment in regard to this class of con- 
victs, who have heretofore been a great burden of expense, 
under severe and inhuman treatment. 

In the Penitentiary in the District of Columbia, the inspect- 
ors make the following statement of their views of the proper 
system of managing a Penitentiary :-— 

** That community which first conceived the idea of abandoning the 
principle of mere physical force, even in respect to Prisons, and of 
treating th^ir inmates as redeemable beings, who are subject to the 
same principles of action with the rest of mankind, though impelled 
by vitiated appetites and perverted desires — that community which, 
after a variety of unsuccessful trials, would nevertheless not give up 
the principle, but persevered in this novel experiment, until success 
has crowned perseverance — must occupy an elevated place in the 
scale of political or social civilization. The American Penitentiary 
system must be regarded as a new victory of mind over matter, the 
great and constant task of man.'' 

DDD2 
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And the warden expresses himself in harmony with these 
views. 

" I take great pleasure in informing you that there has been a 
marked improvement in the conduct and deportment of the convicts 
during the time I have been here ; which' has, in my opinion, resulted 
in a great degree from the unremitting attention paid to their moral 
and religious instruction by the chaplain. The Sunday school, I am 
happy to say, is zealously conducted by this officer, assisted frequent- 
ly by pious friends. All the convicts not on the sick list are required 
to attend punctually both to divine worship and in the. Sunday 
school." 

In the Ohio Penitentiary, the warden administers the dis- 
cipline in the following manner, and the views expressed are 
worthy of being committed to memory, as a creed on Prison 
discipline, by every Prison keeper in the United States. 

^ I believe that kindness and attention to the convicts, on the part 
of the warden and other officers, is of vast importance in the govern- 
ment and good order of the institution ; and let it not be understood, 
that by kindness is intended that indulgence which would cause a 
relaxation of the rules and discipline of the Prison, and thereby lead 
convicts into disorder, and result in disobedience and punishment. 
That would not be kindness. But feed and clothe them well ; make 
them comfortable at night ; enable them to employ their leisure time 
in improving the mind ; see them often ; and give them an opportu- 
nity of making known their desires ; in short, give them all the at- 
tention possible, and supply all their reasonable wants, and treat them 
like men, at the same time enjoining a strict observance of the rules 
and discipline ; have them understand that while prisoners they must 
become subservient to Prison discipline, and that an intentional viola- 
tion of the same will be punished. 

" These are briefly my views of the proper mode of managing 
prisoners. My limited experience has materially strengthened that 
opinion. I never, in any situation, have been so richly repaid for 
little attentions, by apparent, and, I believe, genuine gratitude, as 
among the unfortunate beings here confined. 

" D. W. Brown, Warden.''' 



RECOMMITMENTS AND REFORMATORY EFFECTS. 

From the Report of the Maine State Prison, it appears 
that 

*' The past year has increased the discharged convict account, as 
many that have been pardoned were sent here for a long sentence or 
for life ; they had to be fitted out entirely with new clothing, as the 
clothes worn in had become worthless ; and I think it is for the 
interest of the state to send them out looking well dressed and com- 
fortable, that they may not be avoided by the world, and be obliged to 
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letum to their old habits for a liveHbood ; for I think that most of 
the convicts from this Prison the past season have gone with a 
determination to get an honest living. In most of the large cities 
there are societies formed for the purpose of looking after the dis- 
charged convict, and employment found for him ; but here there are 
no such friends for him to look to, and it has been my aim, together 
with the aid of the inspectors, to find employment for all those that 
have no homes to go to, and I am happy to say, that as far as I have 
heard, they are all doing well, with two exceptions." 

The chaplain says, " I can but indulge the hope that some 
of them are thoroughly reformeA" 

The New Hampshire Report (pp. 15 and 16) for this year 
furnishes encouragement on this subject. 

*' There appears a remarkable degree of quiet and contentment 
among the convicts, and the year has been one of much peace. The 
happy influence of religioas impressions is seen in the case of several 
who were formerly very troublesome and turbulent, but who are now 
kind and peaceable. 

" In accordance with a resolution of the last legislature, I have 
undertaken to find home and employment for the discharged convicts. 
Some few had homes, though most were destitute. I am happy to 
say, not a man has gone from us without the offer of work and fair 
wages, with the exception of one idiotic man. A large proportion of 
those who have gone from us the past year are doing well and con- 
ducting reputably ; several of them maintain a good Christian charac- 
ter. It would be unreasonable to expect that all should be industri- 
ous and moral. A few are idle, and two or three have gone back to 
habits of dissipation. I do not know that any have been guilty of 
criminal conduct. We think no Prison in this or any other country 
has more fully answered the designs of such institutions." 

The Vermont Report furnishes nothing. 

The Massachusetts State Prison Report (p. 31) says, •— 

" Of the 169 received the past year, 18 are recommitments, as 
follows: 16 are second comers, 1 is a third comer, 1 is a fourth 
comer. 

*' Of the 472 convicts in Prison at the present time, 67 are recom- 
mitments, as follows : 47 are second comers, 12 are third comers, 
7 are fourth comers, 1 is a sixth comer.'' 

The Rhode Island Report furnishes nothing in regard to 
recommitments and reformatory effects, but mentions with 
commendation the gratuitous labors of Rev. Dr. Wood, and 
Rev. Mr. Douglass, for the moral and religious instruction of 
the prisoners. 

The Connecticut Report furnishes the following testimony 
from the chaplain : — 

'^ ReUgiatts Conditiaiu — The good order of the convicts, and their 
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seriousness under religious instruction, have been quite remarkaUe 
ever since my connection with the Prison. We have evidently been 
favored with the ^ still small voice ^ of the Holy Spirit, heard by 
the inmate in the solitude of his cell, and under religious instruction. 
A considerable number have been hopefully converted to God ; and 
a genuine work of grace, as we believe, has been gradually progress- 
ing, though not characterized by such rapid advances and outward 
demonstrations as are ordinarily witnessed, when the powerful aid 
of social influence is, by the Spirit of God, brought to bear on the 
work. 

" I have conducted an extensive correspondence for those who are 
unable to write, and have spent much time in revising and correcting 
letters that others have written to their friends. Such correspond- 
ence is doubtless highly important for the comfort of the convicts, 
and is cdso calculated to prevent much depression and gloom, and to 
awaken and nurture within them the desire and purpose of reform. 
Those who neglect to visit their imprisoned friends, or even corre- 
spond with them, often, by such neglect, do the man immense ii^ury. 

** During the term embraced in this report, six convicts have left 
this Prison for their long home ! Most of these failed to give satis- 
factory evidence of regeneration. With some, however, ther& were 
cheering prospects for the future world. I would especially ^len- 
tion, that one, under a life sentence, became hopefully pious, years 
ago ; long gave satisfactory evidence that he had been renewed by 
the Holy Spirit ; and after long-protracted sufferings, it is joyfully 
believed, left the enclosures of this Prison to dwell forever in the city 
of our God 1 " 

The inspectors of Prisons in the State of New York say, in 
their fourth Report, (p. 5,) — 

" Of the 658 convicts received at the several Prisons during the 
past year, 566 males and 35 females are on their first conviction, 39 
males and 3 females on their second, 14 males are on their third, 
and 1 male on his fourth, which shows a decrease of eleven recom- 
mitments in the whole number, as compared with the previous year, 
the average of the recommitments being only 1 in 12 of all received ; 
and of these we do not find a single case where the convict had re- 
ceived the clemency of the executive." 

The Albany County Penitentiary Report furnishes encour- 
agement in the department of moral and religious instruction 
and reformatory effects, (p. 42.) 

" The divinely -appointed instrumentality for the enlightenment and 
reformation of every grade is the preaching of the gospel ; and 
must be our chief reliance here, 

" Of the deportment of the prisonera during the hour of public 
service, it gives me pleasure to remark that it is always respectful ; 
and as a congregation, they seem attentive and interested. 

" And they often refer to the opportunities with which they are 
favored with feelings of apparent gratitude, while they lament their 
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former misimprovement of them. And though all the good resolu- 
tions formed within these walls be not kept, yet some are enabled to 
maintain with integrity their purpose, and by a course of well doing 
have regained their forfeited enjoyments." 



COMMON I^IDUCATION IN PENITENTIARIES. 

The Maine State Prison Report (p. 4) says, — 

" Most of the convicts, when committed to Prison, are very desirous 
to learn, and by their attention and application amply reward the 
philanthropic efforts put forth by the officers for their improvement 
They have sympathies which need to be cherished, intellects which 
need to be trained, hearts which need to be cultivated." 

The Annual Report of the New Hampshire State Prison 
says, (p. 15,) — 

" There are, every year, more or less committed who are unable to 
read at all,'or not so as to profit, and particular pains are taken that 
no one shall go from us without being able to read the Bible. There 
has been considerable improvement made by many in reading, writ- 
ing, &c., and " nearly all are fond of books. Each Sabbath an ex- 
change is made, and books suited to the wants of each prisoner left 
for his perusal during the week." 

The Vermont Report on the State Prison, we believe, fur- 
nishes nothing on the subject of common education in 
Prison. 

On this subject the warden of the State Prison at Charles- 
town says, in the Report for 1851--52, (p. 44,) — 

" A similar arrangement to the one adopted last year will probably 
be made, by which those convicts who cannot read, or who do not 
know their alphabet, will receive such instruction as they may re- 
quire ; and to those who can only read in easy reading lessons assist- 
ance will be rendered, with the hope of improving them in this impor- 
tant and highly-interesting attainment.^ 



»» 



The Rhode Island State Prison, we believe, furnishes 
nothing on the subject of common education. The chaplains 
perform their labors gratuitously, but there are no common 
school teachers provided by law, as in the State of New 
York, by the law of 1847, which provides common school 
teachers in each of its State Prisons — a provision of law 
which will unquestionably be incorporated, within a few 
years, in the statute book of every state where there is a 
Penitentiary. 

The Connecticut State Prison furnishes evidence on this 
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most important and comparatively new branch of Prison dis- 
cipline, (p. 35.) 

" During this period, — i. e., from May, 1850, to April 1, 1851, — 
three individuals have been committed who were unable to read. 
These, with a larger number in the same condition previously re- 
ceived, have occupied a portion of my time and efforts, and have 
made encouraging improvement. 

" In learning to write, a considerable number have made very 
laudable proficiency, considering their very limited accommodations. 
Without tables,|papery pens, or ink, they have used common slates, 
and pencils inserted in holders and sharpened to a point. These they 
have been instructed to hold as they would pens ; and by writing 
with ruled lines on their slates, many have acquired a very fair hand. 
It is very desirable that some room should be fitted up, where, during 
the winter evenings, a select number might receive instruction for an 
hour or two, twice or three times a week. A large number have 
been instructed in arithmetic, and have generally made very gratify- 
ing advances." 

To the State of New York belongs the honor of taking the 
lead in this branch of Prison Discipline, viz., " Common Edu- 
cation IN State Prisons." It was introduced and incor- 
porated into the laws of the state in 1847, and itnmediately 
carried into effect by the appointment and support of com* 
mon school teachers, proportionate in number to the size of 
the Prison, and the number likely to be found there unable 
to read ; and the testimony is most gratifying and instructive 
in favor of this good design. 

The three inspectors elected by the people, whose duty it 
is made by law to inspect all the Penitentiaries or State 
Prisons in the State of New York, say, in their Report of 
1852, (pp. 24, 25,) — 

" The S3rstem of instruction adopted under the laws of 1847 has 
been continued, at all the Prisons, by competent teachers, who are 
under the immediate supervision of the several chaplains, and whose 
labors have been attended with considerable advantage to many of 
the convicts individually, and have imparted a reforming influence to 
all. The reports of the chaplains, and the accompanying communica- 
tions of the teacher, detail particularly the advancement made in this 
department, and give us the renewed assurance that important bene- 
fits are resulting to the moral and mental condition of the convicts by 
the institution of schools among them. Those reports also contain 
suggestions worthy of consideration, and we would respectfully refer 
them to your inspection." 

The chaplain at Auburn, to whom it is made the duty of 
the school teachers to report, says, (p. 106,) — 

" The school is as well sustained as can be under the circumstances : 
as the teachers are obliged to go from cell to cell, as their time is 
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limited, they can spend but a few moments with each man : still they 
are much interested with their work, and pursue it punctually and 
faithfully ; their report, which is appended, will show the state of the 
school." 

Again: the common school teachers themselves say, — 

" In going from cell to cell, each teacher can instruct thirty to 
thirty- five in an evening. That we may jeach as many as possible, 
we take about double this number, and then teach each half on alter- 
nate evenings. 

" The whole number taught by us since December, 1850, is 226. We 
have now under tuition 147 ; whole number taught in reading, 165 ; 
writing, 82 ; arithmetic, 73. Of these there were who did not know 
the alphabet, 48 ; knew the alphabet and could read a little, 97 ; 
number of those who could not write, 76 ; who knew nothing of 
written arithmetic, 126. Respectfully, 

" Thomas Condon, ) m^^i^^ ,, 

"Auburn, Not. 1851. *' John S. Bristol, ] ^^^^^' 

Again: testimony is presented from both the Male and 
Female Prisons at Sing Sing. 

^^ The teachers continue in the regular discharge of their duties, to 
the profit of their pupils. In the female department there are 34 
under the instruction of the preceptress ; of these, 7 have just learned 
the alphabet, the rest are learning to spell and read, and 24 are taking 
lessons in writing. The female convicts enjoy the advantage of 
being able to assemble together, and can therefore be taught in 
classes." 

And again from the same official legislative document, it 
is stated that 

" Mrs. Harriet Spencer, the teacher employed by you, has faith- 
fully performed her duty, and under her instruction, many, who cama 
here ignorant of letters, are now able to read with facility ; others are 
learning to write, and are devoting their hours of study to these 
primary branches. The institution of a school among these women 
produces a beneficial influence upon their conduct ; and were there no 
advantages to result from it in the improvement of their morals when 
they leave the Prison, the benefit which it exerts here more than 
compensates for the trouble and expense." 

ON LIGHTING THE HALLS OR AREAS, SO THAT THE PRISON- 
ERS CAN READ EVENINGS. 

This is done thoroughly in the Massachusetts State Prison. 

In the Report of the Connecticut State Prison for 1851, it 

is urged upon the attention of the legislature, as follows : ^- 

" It is desirable that the Prison hall should be so lighted that the 
convicts may be able to spend the fore part of the, long winter even* 
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ings in reading, and not be doomed, for full one half of the year, to 
waste the greater part of their leisure hours in the gloomy dark- 
ness and solitude of the cell.^^ 

The language of the chaplains and teachers at Auburn 
and Sing Sing unite, all of them, in the language of one. 

- " I would solicit the attention of your honorable board — it has 
often been done by my predecessor — to the very imperfect manner 
in which the wings, where the convicts are confined at night, are 
lighted. I can say with him, that I can see no reason whatever for 
confining 700 or 800 men in almost total darkness, and consequently 
in idleness, for so large a portion of the time as at present No good 
can possibly be accomplished by it, while the result must be evil. In 
fact, the direct result must be to debase and brutify the whole man, 
and fit him for continual confinement in inner darkness on the earth, 
and in outer darkness in eternity." 

" We are often compelled to leave to the darkness of their cells, 
and the still gloomier darkness of an almost hopeless state of mind, 
many young men, who might, if kept employed in seeking useful 
knowledge, be yet awakened to hope, cheerfulness, and reform. 
When such solicit our aid, or beg for a light by which to read, we 
oflen wish an additional teacher to help us practically proclaim to the 
outcast the mercy of that society he has abused ; and still oflener are 
we led to hope the day not far distant, when, through the long winter 
evenings, every cell shall be so lighted that all may read." 

'^ I would in this connection suggest the importance of lighting up 
the halls during the short days, so £^ to enable the convicts to read at ^ 
least for a couple of hours in the evening. For about five months, 
when they are locked up from 13 to 15 hours and over, they are not 
able to read at all in their cells, except about 50, whose position is 
near the lamps. A few hours for reading would be a great benefit to 
those who are anxious to improve themselves, and would tend to 
induce in all more improving, or at least more innocent, thoughts." 

ON SABBATH SCHOOLS IN PENITENTIARIES. 

The Annual Report of the Maine State Prison says,— 

" The warden, with the other officers of the Prison, takes a very 
commendable interest in the intellectual and moral improvement of 
the convicts, which renders the duty of the chaplain more easy, 
agreeable, and efficient. A Sabbath school will soon be formed, 
for the purpose of helping forward the reformation of the convicts." 

The Annual Report of the New Hampshire State Prison 
notices the Prison Sabbath school as follows: — 

*' We have, for the most of the year, continued our Sabbath school, 
which has increased in the number of attendants and in interest. 
About 60 of the convicts voluntarily attend with much regularity. 
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We are still assisted by young gentlemen of the Methodist Biblical 
Institute, to whom we are under great obligations for their faithful 
labors. Many of the convicts are making good improvement in the 
study of the Bible, and much may be hoped from its influence on 
their heart and life." 

The Annual Report of the Vermont State Prison says 
nothing of a Sabbath school. 

The Massachusetts State Prison Report thus notices the 
Prison Sabbath school : — 

" The Sabbath school, organized Euid conducted as detailed in the 
last report from this department, was kept in operation, and with grat- 
ifying success, until the 1st of June, the customary time of its dis- 
continuance ; and owing to the fact that the new chapel will not be 
ready for occupancy during the present season, it is purposed to 
organize and conduct the school on the same general plan, until the 
new chapel shall be in readiness, bringing into it the more ignorant 
of our number, who seem to have the first claim to its advantages and 
instructions." 

The Rhode Island State Prison has no Sabbath school, 
although Dr. A. Wood and Rev. Mr. Douglass gratuitously 
preach to them and give them religious instruction. 

The Report of the Connecticut State Prison has the follow 
ing notice of the Sabbath school : — 

" On Sabbath mornings, I have attended, in the chapel, the Sab- 
bath school, of three classes and between 30 and 40 scholars, and 
have been aided in the teaching by the warden and a subordinate 
officer : good order and good proficiency have characterized this 
school." 

In the Annual Report of the Inspectors of the Auburn 
Prison it is said, — 

" The young gentlemen of the Theological Seminary still devote 
themselves with unabated zeal and perseverance to the Sabbath 
school, * having respect to that recompense of reward ' beyond the 
grave. The Sabbath school is under my supervision, and in my 
visits there, I notice that the truths of the Bible are femiliarly and 
forcibly impressed on the mind and the conscience, which must, 
through God's blessing, tell upon their subsequent lives and in 
eternity." 

Of the Sabbath school in the Female Prison at Sing Sing, 
there is tfetiraony to this effect from the matron : — 

^ Our Sunday school has been continued with evident advantage 
to many who have taken part in its exercises : aided by the ladies 
associated with me in the management of the Prison, I have been 
enabled to include all the convicts in the various classes ; and in hear- 
ing the lessons, and in giving the necessary explanations, our Sabbath 
mornings are spent in b,x\ interesting and useful manner.^' 

EEE 
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ON RELIGIOUS SERVICES IN PENITENTIARIES AND COUNTY 

PRISONS. 

Religious services are rendered, on the Sabbath, in the usu- 
al form of public worship in churches and chapels, in nearly 
all the State Prisons in the United States. This is, however, 
far from being true of the County Prisons. 

A late law of Massachusetts makes provision for similar 
services in the County Prison, and authorizes the Mayor and 
Aldermen of the city of Boston, and the County Commission- 
ers of the different counties, to supply and pay for the same. 
To some extent this wholesome and important provision of 
law has been carried into effect, — as in Dedham, Worcester, 
and Berkshire, — and so far approves itself to the hearts and 
consciences of men, as to promise extended adoption. 

In the New County Prison in Albany, where as good pro- 
vision is made as in any State Prison in America, there are 
found sentiments alike creditable to the head and heart of the 
government of the institution. It is there stated that 

" It will be found, and far more generally than is commonly sup- 
posed, that to their lot it has fallen to conflict with more than ordinary 
trials, and that they have shared in no small degree the withering 
frowns so ready to be inflicted upon the erring. 

^^ The hard hand of poverty has pressed heavily upon some ; disap- 
pointments and losses have been scattered along the gloomy pathway 
of others ; or unhappy connections have vexed and made miserable 
their lives ; or, peradventure, their bitter cup has flowed with suffer- 
ings produced by the hand of treachery and fraud. To none of these 
things are they altogether strangers ; but must at least be reckoned 
the common partners with others in all the evils which haunt society. 

" Hence it can hardly excite our wonder that scores of them 
should, at length, become the victims of revengeful passion, of appe- 
tite, and lusts. To these strong temptations they have yielded, and 
are fallen. And to the sad experience of a few of their number have 
been added all the calamities of orphanage ;. and with no kind hand 
to guide their youth, what else could they do but wander in every 
dark way of falsehood and sin ? 

'^ It will be perceived, therefore, that on no just grounds can we 
withhold from these unfortunate men the natural sympathies of human- 
ity. He who possesses this noblest faculty of the soul will never 
deny their claim to his pity, though it be mingled witi^ grief for 
their folly. No ; you must allow the bearing of these unforeseen 
incidents, numerous as their days, while you place to their account 
faults and crime ; and while conscience is left to perform its crimi- 
nations, you must be willing to admit the blame that lies beyond 
its reproaches. 

^^ But rightly to adjust these things, and strike the proper balance, 
is a difficult task, and one of fearful responsibility, — requiring a 
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knowledge of the natural propensities of the mind and heart. Thus 
only one course is to be pursued, in dealing with individuals ^f this 
description, if you would secure any permanently-useful results ; one 
needs an intimate acquaintance with the philosophy of human actions. 
" And he must have patience, too, and take by the hand the stupid, 
the ignorant, and the wicked, and lead them gently back to their first 
missteps, and point out to them plainly the relations men sustain to 
one another, and show, if possible, the obligations of each to his 
neighbor, growing out of their mutual dependences and wants/^ 

ON EMPLOYMENT AND PRODUCTIVE INDUSTRY IN PENITEN- 
TIARIES, HOUSES OP CORRECTION, COUNTY PRISONS, AND 
HOUSES OF REFUGE. 

It has already been seen that the productive industry of 
a small number of Penitentiaries in the United States has 
exceeded in amount {325,000 during the last year. 

There are several Houses of Correction in Massachusetts, 
viz. : at South Boston, East Cambridge, Dedham, Worces- 
ter, Springfield, and Berkshire, where the apparent industry is 
very similar to that in the State Prison ; but there are no 
printed public documents from which it can be proved that 
the proceeds of labor are in proportion to the apparent indus- 
try. In many respects it seems very important that the pro- 
ductive industry of such an establishment as the House of 
Correction at South Boston, under Captain Robbins, which 
has stood in the first rank of reformed and improved Prisons 
for twenty years, should show the honorable proceeds of its 
industry ; but it does not, although a very critical observation 
of the constancy and amount of labor would hardly place it 
lower than the first rank of Penitentiaries most remarkable 
for productive industry. 

The New County Penitentiary in Albany, New York, has 
accomplished in the third year, — which is the last of its his- 
tory, — more remarkably, we believe, than has ever been done 
before, with the same class of prisoners, on so short sentences, 
favorable pecuniary results. 

The whole number of prisoners — mostly vagabonds, va- 
grants, drunkards, and harlots — of that great thoroughfare, 
Albany, New York, amounting to 774 in number, have been 
committed to the Penitentiary (well may it be called a 
bettering house) for the comparatively short period of three 
months; and there, under a system whose beautiful, mild, 
and Christian influence, in its varied features of simplici- 
ty, has been often exhibit-ed, have these almost lost and 
hopeless beings been so employed as to pay all expenses by 
their own industry, and leave a surplus of $1013. 
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EARNINGS ABOVE EXPENSES OF SEVERAL AMERICAN PENI- 
TENTIARIES IN 1851, AND FOR A SERIES OF YEARS. 

The earnings above expenses in 9 American Penitentia- 
ries, last year, were upwards of $70,000 ; the earnings of 15 
Penitentiaries amounted altogether to $325,000; while in 
the New Penitentiary in Connecticut the aggregate of earn- 
ings for a series of years, above expenses, have amounted to 
$93,043 24. 

Statetaent of Profits of the Prison since 1832. 
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Total amount of profits since 1832, $93,043 24 

This is probably the most successful result for so long a 
period of time, and with so little variation and fluctuation, 
ever presented from any Prison in the United States, if not 
in the world ; although the Ohio Penitentiary earned above 
expenses, last year, more than $13,000. 



EVILS OP REMOVING THE PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF STATE 
PRISONS AND PENITENTIARIES, WITH EVERY CHANGE OF 
POLITICS. 

From two valuable public and legislative documents in the 
State of New York, we make the following extracts on this 
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important subject They show, in an impressive manner, 
the results of a large experience; — 

" One very great mischief and serious evil now existing is 
to be found in the frequent changes of officers. To become 
a good oflScer requires much more knowledge and experience 
than is generally supposed ; and it is a long time after a new 
officer enters upon his duty, before he becomes, even under 
the most favorable circumstances, fully competent to dis- 
charge it. It is not like a man's driving a herd of oxen, or 
working a piece of machinery the whole mechanism of which 
he can learn in a short time. But it is controlling the minds 
of men, no two of which are alike ; it is curbing their tem- 
pers, whose manifestations are infinitely various ; it is direct- 
ing their motives, which are as diverse as their personal ap- 
pearance or physical conformation. And it requires an inti- 
mate knowledge, if not of human nature at large, at least of 
the habits, tempers, and dispositions of the men immediately 
under their charge. 

^ Besides, the prisoners are generally men whose faculties 
have been sharpened by their previous vicious career, and 
they resort to numberless devices to evade the laws of the 
Prison and deceive their keepers. And this can be counter- 
acted only by superior acuteness, or by the advantage of 
long experience. 

" These remarks are also true in respect to the superior 
officers, who have not immediate charge of gangs of men ; 
true of the agent, because he is liable to be imposed upon 
by those of whom he makes his purchases, as well as those 
with whom he contracts for the labor of the prisoners ; true 
of the warden, because of his liability to imposition, not only 
from the prisoners, but from his keepers and the clerks or 
agents of the contractors ; true of the surgeon, because lia- 
ble to be imposed upon by feigned ailments ; and true of the 
chaplain, because he must often meet pretended piety and 
false professions of reformation. 

" Under such circumstances, the most gifted man would 
be the better for experience, and the less gifted would be 
more valuable if he had experience enough to be fully awake 
to all the devious windings which fraud and cunning devise 
to accomplish their selfish purposes. 

" The amount of compensation allowed io the officers is so 
small that a high order of talent cannot be pressed into 
the service of the state. We cannot expect all the virtues in 
the world for $1 37 a day, and we must therefore rely upon 
experience to make up the deficiency. 

^< This consideration, so evidently the dictate of good sense, 

EEE2 
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seems to be entirely overlooked in the government of our 
Prisons, and changes occur among the officers, from whim, 
caprice, or political motives, with a frequency that is utterly 
subversive of good government, as will be seen by the fot 
lowing statements : ^- 

AuBURN Prison. — Statement of Appointment of Agents since 1835 

to the present Time^ 1851. 

Agents* ^namee. When appoinled. 

Levi Lewis, April 7, 1834, . . 

John Garrow, May 30, 1836, . . 

Elam Lynds, April 25, 1838, . 

Noyes Palmer, .... May 9, 1839, . . . 

Robert Cook, April 20, 1840, . 

Henry Polhemus, . . . May 14, 1840, . . 
John Beardsley, .... March 15, 1843, . 
Russel Chappel, . . . May 27, 1845, . . 
Abram Gridley, .... January 5, 1848, . 
Henry Underwood, . . January 6, 1849, . 

Benj. Ashby, January 9, 1850, 

Charles W. Pomeroy, . January 18, 1851. 
12 in 18 years, .... Average 1 J years. 

Auburn Prison. — Statement of Appointment of Keepers or Wardens 
since 1840 to the present Time^ 1850. — Previous to 1840, the ttoo 
offices of agent and keeper were vested in one office. 

Mime, When appointed. Term of Senriee 

Eobert Cook, May 14, 1840, 3 years. 

W. F. Doubleday, . . March 16, 1843, 2 

Hiram Rathbun, . . . May 27, 1845, 1 

David Foot, March 15, 1846, 2 

Edward L. Porter, . . January 5, 1848, 1 

James E. Tyler, . . . January 9, 1849, 2 

Wm. Sunderlin, . . . . January 18, 1851. 

7 in 12 years, .... Average 1^ years. 

" It needs no argument to prove how detrimental to the 
interest of the state are such frequent changes. The opinion, 
we fear, is too prevalent, that any person is good enough for 
a Prison officer, provided his politics are right. Nothing but 
the apathy of the public in relation to Prison matters has so 
long permitted this evil to prevail." — Report of Select Com- 
mittee of 1851, pp. 5-7. 



TERMS OF OFFICE. 



The Inspectors of the State Prisons, elected by vote of the 
people, perfectly agree in opinion with the select committee 
of the legislature on this subject. 
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^ The inspectors beg leave to suggest an amendment to the 
sta;tate, in relation tp the appointment of the various officers 
of the several Prisons, and the term for which they shall be 
allowed to exercise the duties pertaining thereto. By the 
^constitution of the state, the power of appointment to these 
offices is vested in the inspectors, with the additional power 
of removal, without restriction or control, and without being 
amenable for its exercise to any tribunal or authority, save 
that of public opinion. 

^'Like most other places of public trust and emolument, 
from long custom and confirmed habit, these offices are 
sought for and demanded, as the reward of political influence 
and partisan services, and the tenure by which they are held 
is almost, if not entirely, dependent upon the fluctuation and 
changes of political power in the state. So long as the law 
regulating these appointments remains as at present, this 
state of things can scarcely be avoided^ and the inspectors 
must suffer an embarrassment from this source, until the 
legislature shall provide some adequate relief by an altera- 
tion of the law. 

" The great importance of every office connected with our 
Prisons, and of having proper and competent men assigned 
to the various stations, is not in general fully understood, and 
can scarcely be appreciated by the public at large, who have 
no adequate means of obtaining the necessary information to 
enable them to judge of the capacity and qualifications re- 
quired in this branch of the public service. Those who are 
intrusted with the care and direction of these institutions are 
called upon to perform not only the ordinary duties of a 
public office, but they are charged with the additional and 
responsible task of controlling, governing, correcting, improv- 
ing, and elevating the erring men committed to their care, 
and, by their example and the influence of their own personal 
character and authority, of endeavoring to prepare them for a 
life of industry and respectability when they shall again enter 
society at the expiration of their terms of sentence. To dis- 
charge this duty acceptably requires a peculiar adaptation by 
nature and cultivation which few men possess, and in which 
many would utterly fail, who are, nevertheless, fully compe- 
tent to conduct any ordinary business or pursuit. It requires 
time and experience to qualify even the most intelligent for a 
proper performance of the duties referred to, and it is safe to 
affirm that no public employment in the state demands more 
intelligence and preparation, and a better knowledge and 
appreciation of men and individual character, than the 
warden of a Prison, or a keeper in a Prison workshop. 

c* 
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<' From these considerations, the le^slature cannot fail to 
perceive, not only the importance of making these offices 
respectable, by adequate compensation and a fixed and defi- 
nite period of service, but the great injury that must inevita- 
bly result to the discipline of the Prisons, the welfare and 
comfort of the convicts, and the pecuniary interests of the 
state, by the frequent changes which must almost necessarily 
occur, upon every change of political power, in the board 
intrusted with their appointment It not unfrequently hap- 
pens, that as soon as an officer has become familiar with his 
duties, has learned the character, disposition, and capacity of 
the several individuals under his charge, and is just prepared 
for usefulness in his place, the vicissitudes of political fortune 
send him from his office, to be succeeded by one wholly un- 
acquainted with its requirements, and with all his duties yet 
to learn. 

" In view of these facts, we have no hesitation in suggest- 
ing a regulation which shall relieve the inspectors of embar- 
rassments in this behalf, which it is difficult to avoid, and 
impossible satisfactorily to explain, while it, at the same 
time, shall secure the state, and the officers and convicts, 
from the evils necessarily attendant upon the influence of 
partisan politics in the government and management of our 
penal institutions. 

" To this end we would recommend the passage of an act, 
defining the period during which the several officers should 
continue in service, and providing for their removal only in 
cases of neglect of duty, incompetency, or gross moral delin- 
quency in private life. The exercise of this power of removal 
would be guarded, and restrained within appropriate limits, 
by requiring a careful investigation in every case by the in- 
spectors, and a report to the legislature of their action there- 
on, together with the reasons on which it is founded.'' — 
Fourth Report of the Inspectors of State Prisons^ pp. 8-10. 
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PAET III- 



NOTICE OF STATE PRISONS. 

MAINE. 
MAINE STATE PRISON AT THOMASTON. 

The number of prisoners in this institution at the com- 
mencement of the year was 75 ; at the close of the year, 87 — 
an increase of 12 during the year. Received, 37 ; discharged 
on expiration of sentence, 12 ; pardoned, 13. 

They were employed as follows : In limestone quarry, 12 ; 
in shoe shop, 30 ; in wheelwright shop, 13 ; in smith shop, 6 ; 
tailors, 3 ; washers, 2 ; basket making, 4 ; lumpers, 6 ; stone- 
cntting, 2; cooking, 1 ; joiner, 1; solitary 2; in punishment, 
1 ; in hospital, 1. 

The inspectors speak of the discipline and industry, in the 
different departments of labor, as mild, effective, and good. 

The health and mortality are favorable — only one sick in 
the hospital at the time the report was submitted to the gov- 
ernment, and no death during the year. 

One insane person has been committed during the year, 
and one other reserved in Prison of the same character. The 
warden recommends the removal of the two insane prisoners 
to the hospital, as soon as it shall have been built again from 
the ruins of the fire. It is not stated how long the person 
has been insane who was in Prison at the beginning of the 
year, when he became insane, or what was the cause of his 
insanity. The warden considers the State Prison a very 
unfit place for insane persons, and in this opinion he will be 
upheld by all men. It is to be hoped that his advice will be 
heeded for their removal to the hospital* 

Inspection of the Prison, — The governor has been author- 
ized, by an act of the legislature, to appoint a committee of 
the council to visit the Prison three times, at least, in each 
year, thus giving to the executive of the state the same su- 
pervisory powers as heretofore exercised by a joint standing 
committee of the legislature. This provision is for purposes 
of supervision, in addition to the standing board of three 
inspectors. 

This supervisory power threatens to clash with the powers 
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of the board of inspectors, and the board of inspectors there- 
fore recommend that the law be repealed, so far as there is 
any danger of clashing. The board of inspectors also doubt 
whether the residence of the board of inspectors should not 
be in the immediate vicinity of the Prison, and not at dis- 
tances from it ; so that they may be easily consulted by the 
warden in cases of difficulty. The inspectors are therefore 
of opinion that the laws requiring the inspectors to reside 
within six miles should not have been repealed, and ought 
now to be reenacted. 

The financial affairs of the Prison during the last year, 
according to the report of the inspectors, seem to be as fol- 
lows : $5000 have been expended on buildings and repairs, 
under the direction of the committee of the council, to some 
part of which the board of directors think they should not 
have given their assent The board of inspectors recom- 
mend an appropriation of $2000 for completing the wall, 
— and they refer to the estimate of the committee of coun- 
cil as a basis of legislative action, — and an appropriation for 
rebuilding the dwelling, guard, and watch house, which had 
been consumed by fire. The debts due the Prison, in the 
hands of an attorney, the inspectors say, are more than half 
worthless. 

The earnings and expenses, as shown in the report, were 
as follows, omitting cents : — 



Expense department, . 81661 
Subsistence, .... 3222 
Fuel and light, . . . 673 

Clothing, 1041 

Team, 474 



Wheelwright department, . $1336 

Shoe shop, 2826 

Blacksmith shop, .... 1067 
Lime quarry, 1086 

I 

Total earnings, . . . $6317 

Total expense, . . . $7273 
Balance of expenses over earnings, $955 

The warden says the statement of the financial afiairs does 
not compare favorably with some former years, because the 
lime quarry was badly filled with water all the year ; because 
they were broken up in their business by a destructive fire 
within the Prison enclosure ; because nearly double the usual 
number of prisoners was pardoned, and fitted out, on their 
discharge, with more than usual care and expense, who had 
been in Prison, some of them, a long time, and promised, by 
their behavior, to do well, if discharged by pardon, in circum- 
stances favorable to their being restored to society and to 
usefulness. Their promises, according to the warden's state- 
ment, with the help which the inspectors and warden afford- 
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ed, had enabled them all to do well, as far as heard from, 
with the exception of two. These appear to be good and 
substantial reasons for more expense and less income, as 
shown by the returns* 

The warden passes high praise upon the convicts for their 
behavior during the fire which took place on the 22d of 
December, which threatened their lives. The roof fell in 
•with a crash just as the last division was removed from the 
dormitory building. Having been safely rescued by the offi- 
cers and the citizens, they labored faithfully to extinguish the 
flames, without any attempt to escape ; and afterwards be- 
haved well, although crowded together in narrow quarters, 
till they could be again restored to the dormitory building. 
During a period of two weeks of this confused and crowded 
state, the prisoners did not require to be reproved ; so orderly 
and good was their behavior, which the warden attributes to 
their good habits, established by systematic and thorough 
discipline. 

The moral and religious instruction of the prisoners, the 
warden says, in the same connection, has been attended to by 
the Rev. Edward Freeman, chaplain of the Prison, '^ whose 
unremitting efforts to improve the morals and promote the 
happiness and welfare of the convicts are worthy of the high- 
est praise. 

The chaplain, Mr. Freeman, says, in his report, that most 
of the convicts are deficient in the common branches of 
education. 

This is unquestionably a general fact concerning convicts 
in State Prisons, and they should be regarded with compas- 
sion and pity while they behave well in Prison ; they should 
try to learn to read and write, submit cheerfully to their con- 
finement, obey their officers, support themselves and their 
officers by their constant and faithful labor, make many good 
resolutions (if, like others, they do not always keep them) to 
live a better life. 

Mr. Freeman says, also, for the most part they are ignorant 
of the laws of their country, and that " this ignorance of law 
is not confined to foreigners, but is found among native born 
citizens." John Howard always urged that great pains 
should be taken to make those subject to law acquainted 
with laws under which they were liable to arrest and impris- 
onment. 

Mr. Freeman says, further, that " most of the convicts are 
very ignorant of moral law." The same thing has been 
shown by the researches and inquiries of other chaplains, 
particularly in the Prison at Auburn. 
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Mr. Freeman adds the following important remarks : — 

" Want of early training on the part of parents, friends, and 
guardians, together with the vicious influences exerted upon them 
by the society in which they have moved, has served to form sinful 
habits and practices, which in turn have rendered them hardened 
and callous. Yet few of them have become so hardened that we 
need despair of their reformation by a faithful, constant application 
of the proper means. We have two services at present in the chapel 
on every Sabbath. They manifest much interest and pleasure in the 
services of the sanctuary. I can but indulge the hope that some of 
them are thoroughly reformed. In consequence of the successful 
discipline to which they are subjected, as well as a sense of what is 
becoming in the house of God and in his worship, their appearance 
would do honor to any Christian assembly. Some of the convicts 
have been allowed to practise singing during the week, the result of 
which is a very respectable choir of singers, who by their perform- 
ance add interest to the chapel services." 



NEW HAMPSHIBE. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE PRISON AT CONCORD. 

The Annual Report is a neatly-printed octavo pamphlet, 
good paper and type, of 16 pages, containing ihe reports of 
the warden, physician, and chaplain. 

On the first two pages are the pecuniary accounts, very 
simply arranged and easily understood, showing a balance of 
income over expenses of ^1299 77. 

Earnings and Receipts, 

From visitors, .....$ 351 52 

From smith shop, 1315 21 

From cabinet shop, 2341 41 

From shoe shop, 2663 43 

From steam engine, 1 50 

$6673 07 

Disbursements, 

Paid for provisions, $1620 02 

" clothing and bedding, 126 34 

*' repairs and improvements, .... 305 28 
" general expenses, including pay of 

officers, fuel, oil, &c., .... 3321 76 
Amount of income over expenses, .... 1299 67 

$6673 07 

On the next two pages are the statistics of the Prison, 
showing the number, age, employment, crime, sentence, 
nativity, &c., simple and comprehensive. 
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Number of convicts in confinement July 1, 1850, . . « . . 89 
Received since, 26 

115 
Discharged by expiration of sentence, 7 

" pardon, 11 

Died, 1 

Escaped, 1 

Total, — 20 

Remaining in confinement May 31, 1851, 95 

Of whom 92 are males and 3 are females. 

On the 7th page of the report is a comprehensive table 
exhibiting the history of the Prison from 1812 to 1851, inclu- 
sive, showing the number in Prison each year, the number 
committed, discharged, pardoned, removed to asylum, died, 
and escaped. This is a very valuable, concise, and compre- 
hensive historical table. If we were not so crowded with 
matter, we should deem it worthy of being printed in this 
Report entire. 

The report of the warden, Mr. Rufus Dow, although a doc- 
ument from one who professes himself but little acquainted 
with Prison discipline from experience, is the production of 
good sense, humanity, business talent, and favorable practi- 
cal results. 

The warden has in view ii;nportant alterations and ira- 
provements in the structure and arrangement of the build- 
ings, which will improve the convenience, supervision, secu- 
rity against escape, economy of management, and favorable 
pecuniary results, as well as the health, comfort, instruction, 
and moral improvement of the institution. We hope he wUl 
be sustained in carrying out the following designs : — 

" While the legislature from year to year are making liberal pro- 
visions for the promotion of agriculture, common schools, asylums for 
the unfortunate insane, and the education of the deaf and dumb, they 
should not overlook that other unfortunate classes of individuals 
have fallen victims to temptation, and are doomed to drag out their 
sentence in this place. That those here compelled to perform their 
daily task should have comfortable and suitable arrangements pro- 
vided them is alike dictated by humanity and interest. Great im- 
provements could be made in the workshops, as well for the pecunia- 
ry advantage of the state as for the comfort of the convict. The 
shops are badly arranged. The shoe shop is 40 feet in length by 30 
feet in width, and now contains 39 men, including overseer and con- 
tractor. The crowding together so many prisoners in so narrow a 
space necessarily renders the maintenance of the proper discipline 
very much more difficult. The close proximity of convicts renders 
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it impossible to prevent opportunities for conversation and other 
means of communication, whereby they successfully form and perfect 
plots against the rules and discipline of the Prison. The imperfect 
ventilation of this shop adds much to its discomfort, as also do the 
obstructions to the free passage of the light, owing to the proximity of 
the Prison walls, and its location upon the ground floor of the build- 
ing. A shop for this branch of business should be located on the 
second floor. 

^* The cabinet shop, having the advantage of skylight, does not suffer 
so much from the inconvenience of being badly lighted, but it lacks 
room for machinery and work benches, in the absence of which the 
labor of the convicts cannot be so advantageously employed as it 
otherwise might be. This shop might be enlarged to the required 
size, by taking into it the shoe shop, whenever a more suitable place 
shall be provided for carrying on that branch of business. 

" The smith shop affords better accommodations for the number of 
hands now employed in it. The disadvantages are, that in cloudy 
"Weather it is oftentimes too dark to admit of working to advantage. 
An additional forge is very much needed, and a room, in which to 
admit visitors, should be built this season. The old buildings, one of 
which is occupied as a pack room for the cabinet shop, and the 
other as a wash house and tailor shop, are in a ruinous condition, not 
worth repairing, and universally admitted to be & disgrace to our 
state. The watch boxes and fences upon the walls are also in a 
ruinous and dilapidated condition ; a thorough repair is very much 
needed. 

" The Prison and house occupied by the warden are in a bad state 
of repair, requiring an increasing consumption of fuel, which might 
be materially reduced, while at the same lime, by judicious alter- 
ations, many other inconveniences, particularly in the location of the 
cooking department, might be remedied. Some different arrange- 
ments with respect to the female convicts are most urgently demand- 
ed. They are now kept in the house with the family, and while this 
is the case their safe custody is not to be depended upon. There 
should be some arrangements whereby they can be confined within 
the Prison walls, and subjected to the supervision and control of a 
matron. It will readily be conceived that it must be the occasion of 
much annoyance, as well as anxiety, to be compelled to take into the 
family and at the table these persons whom the public have deemed 
unfit to be at large." 

Should the State of New Hampshire sustain and carry out 
these views of the warden, in regard to the alterations and 
improvement of the New Hampshire State Prison, it would 
soon become, under as good management as under the pres- 
ent warden, one of the best State Prisons in the United 
States. 
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VEKMONT. 

▼EBMONT STATS FBISON. 

The annnal report of this institution for the year ending 
October 10, 1851, is a neatly-printed octavo pamphlet of 16 
pages. It contains the reports of the directors, superintend- 
ent and physician. It appears from the report of the directors, 
that a contract which has been made for the employment of 
sixty convicts in this institution will pay the ordinary ex- 
penses, and that the other ten convicts, which makes the 
nsual average number of inmates, will pay for the repairs 
and incidental expenses, so that, in the opinion of the direct- 
ors, for three years to come the institution will be self- 
supporting. 

The toSd ordinarv expenses of the last year were J7374 40, 
and the income as follows : — 

Prom fees of visitors, $ 174 37 

Labor of convicts on contract account, • • • • 7117 83 
Support of United States convicts, 88 60 

Total income from the above sources, .... $7380 80 

The number of convicts at the commencement of the year 
was 76. Received during the year, 34; returned, 1; dis- 
charged by expiration of sentence, 14 ; by pardon, 5 ; died, 1. 
The number at the close of the year, 91. White men, 87 ; 
white females, 2 ; colored men, 2. 

The superintendent concurs with the directors in the opin- 
ion that the institution is now in a condition to support itself 
for the next three years. This must be very welcome intelli- 
gence to the people of the state, as it has been a heavy 
draft upon the treasury in former years. 

The superintendent complains that the roof of the old 
stone building is in a dilapidated state, and that better hos- 
pital accommodations, and a more convenient place for fe- 
male convicts, are wants which remain unsatisfied. 

The physician says that the convicts haveimuch improved 
in their. appearance, since their occupation has been changed 
from shoemaking to working upon scythe handles ; that they 
are now as healthy a set of men as will generally be found 
in any manufactorv whatsoever. 
. The physician closes his report as foUows, (p. 15 :) — - 

** It seems necessary to say a few words again on the subject of a 
hospital. We are still obliged to confine the sick to their small night 
cells, in cases of sickness ; which, undoubtedly, is not as well as they 
are accommodated under similar circumstances in other hospitals. I 
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would advise that some measures be taken to get a hospital laj^ 
enough to accommodate ten patients. In case of an epidemic, such 
as we occasionally have had, we could not safely accommodate them 
out of their cells." 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
MASSACHUSBTTS STATE PRISON. 

The documents relating to this institutioa are published in 
a handsome octavo pamphlet of 56 pages. 

It contains the report of the inspectors, covering 21 pages ; 
a communication from the city engineer of Boston of 4 pages, 
on the mode and expense of conveying Cochituate water to 
the Prison ; the report of the warJen, containing important 
statistics and other matters, 24 pages ; the last report of the 
venerable chaplain, Rev. Jared Curtis, previous to his resig- 
nation, — embracing most important suggestions and obser^ 
vations of long experience, — 4 pages ; and the report of the 
physician, which is both brief and important; — making alto- 
gether a pamphlet of gteat value. 

It appears by the inspectors^ report, that very extensive 
repairs and improvements were in progress, (expense more 
than $100,000,) to adapt the Prison, in its central accommo- 
dations, — of kitchen, guard room, chapel, hospital, cells, and 
workshops, •— to the present wants of the state. 

The question of locality has been settled after full and ma- 
ture consideration, during a recent session of the legislature, 
in favor of the present site, on the foundation of many and 
strong reasons. It was satisfactorily shown to a large major- 
ity of the senators and representatives, that the present loc&* 
tion of the Prison at Charlestown is one of the best in the 
whole country, having the advantages of convenience on the 
main land, and not on an island ; of proximity to the state 
bouse, that the representatives from all parts of the state may 
easily see it, and guard against abuses ; of economy in the 
transportation of convicts, most of them being arrested in 
Boston and vicinity ; of a good market, where seven exten- 
sive railroads concentrate, and bring the inexhaustible produce 
of immense regions ; of gireat facilities of conveyance, on nav- 
igable water and railroads, for heavy manufactured articles 
from the Prison ; of ready and easy communication with a 
large, enterprising, intelligent, benevolent, and Christian peo- 
ple, whose philanthropic labors, for more than fifty years, have 
been brought to bear upon the best interests of the institu- 
tion ; of sea bathing — the water of the ocean being brought 
by a canal within the yard ; of easy intj^oduction of Cochitu- 
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ale water and gas ; of health — no institution of the kind 
having shown more surprising results; of facilities in pro- 
curing raw material and granite rocks, by railroads and navi- 
gable water, from New Hampshire, Cape Ann, and Quincy, 
so that even quarrymen pay large rent for stone yards and 
wharves all about Boston, rather than hammer the stone at 
the quarry. The great and important point of location being 
settled, the additional accommodations have been steadi- 
ly carried forward towards their completion. A new and 
extensive range of shops has been built, about 150 new cells 
completed and occupied, and in all the year of 1852 it is an- 
ticipated that the proposed impirovements will be finished. 
The statement of the inspectors on the improvements in 
progress occupies more than one half of the whole number 
of pages in the pamphlet 

The warden occupies 12 or 13 pages with statistics of 
crime, causes of commitment, length of sentence, nativity, 
employment, life sentences, &c., by which it appears that 4 
were for murder, 8 for assault with int^ent to murder, 10 for 
manslaughter, 30 for robbeiy or intent to rob in some form, 
55 for burglary, and breaking and entering houses, 242 
for shop breaking and larceny, 18 as common and notorious 
thieves, 11 for larceny from the person, 9 for burning barn, 2 
for attempting to burn dwelling house in the night time, 
17 for counterfeit money, 8 for forgery, 15 for arson, 13 for 
criminal sexual intercourse. 

The above list exhibits the principal crimes of the convicts 
in this Prison. 

The principal terms of sentence were 25 for 1 year; 111 
from 1 year to 2 years, inclusive ; 104 from 2 years to 3 years, 
inclusive ; 59 from 3 years to 4 years, inclusive ; 48 from 4 
years to 5 years, inclusive ; 37, 6 years ; 21 from 6 to 7 years, 
inclusive ; 17, 8 years ; 7 from 8 to 9 years, inclusive ; 9, 10 
years ; 13 from lO years to 35 years, inclusive ; and 21 for 

The nativity was 168 from Massachusetts, 95 from Maine, 
26 from New Hampshire, 7 from Vermont, 12 from Con- 
necticut^ 9 from Rhode Island, 41 from New York, 27 from 
10 other states, 30 from England, 10 from Canada, 12 from 
New Brunswick, 7 from Nova Scotia and Newfoundland, 88 
from Ireland, 1 from Scotland^ and 10 from other European 
countries. 

The princioal employments in the Prison were, 98 stone 
cutters, 22 shoe makers, 141 cabinet makers, 14 tailors, 27 
blacksmiths, 20 brush makers, 22 whitesmiths and tin work- 
ers, 78 in miscellaneous employment, 36 in the hospital and 
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invalids, 14 under punishment for misdemeanor, 2 in solitary 
confinement by order of court. 

Of 169 convicts last year, from all parts of the common- 
wealth, 76 were from Boston. 

Of 169 convicts last year, 62 were from 16 to 20 years of 
age, 70 from 20 to 30, 29 from 30 to 40, 15 from 40 to 60, 3 
from 50 to 60. 

Of the whole number received last year, 18 were recom- 
mitted. Of the whole number now in Prison, (472,) 67, os 
one seventh part, were recommitments. 

Of the 21 in Prison for life, 4 were for murder, 7 for bur- 
glary, 2 for robbery, 2 for rape, 3 for arson, 1 for burning a 
dwelling house in the night, 1 for highway robbery, 1 for 
malicious burning. Of the 21 confined for life, one only haB 
been in Prison 9 years. 

Of the whole number of persons in Prison, 50 were ne- 

?roes and mulattoes, which is about one ninth part of the 
rison population, while the negro and mulatto population 
is not more than one hundredth part of the population. 

The largest number of convicts in Prison at one time, 
during the last year, was 480, 

The whole number of prisoners committed to the Massa- 
chusetts State Prison for life, during 20 years, from Oct. 1, 
1830, to Sept. 30, 1850, was 43. 

The number of convicts in the Massachusetts State Prison 
at the commencement of the Prison year, increased, from 
1841 to 1850, from 322 to 349. Since the latter period, it 
has increased to 472. 

The present and future accommodations for the number 
of prisoners at Charlestown may be seen from the warden's 
statement, (p. 38,) as follows : — 

" The 150 cells, furnished by the erection of the new wing of the 
Prison, make in all, at the present, time, 454 separate cells, a!! of 
which are occupied. As soon as the east wing of the old Prison, 
which is now in process of alteration, shall be completed, there will 
be 554 separate cells. 

^' With this number of cells, and,with the west wing of the old Prison 
to resort to in case of emergency, there will doubtless be ample ac- 
commodations for any probable increase in numbers which may occur 
for several years." 

The transfer of the prisoners, from their crowded state in 
some of the night rooms in the old Prison, on the 23d and 
24th of June last, to the new cells in the south wing» — 

^^ Was a transition which was highly acceptable to the more intelli* 
gent and exemplary of the convicts, who had experienced the evils 
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and annoyances attending the congregate system ; and although this 
system would be preferred by some of the prisoners, still, there are 
many who would consider their imprisonment very much aggravated, 
by being required to serve out their sentence, as they have been com- 
pelled to do for the past year and a half, from a want of sufficient 
accommodations to give each prisoner a separate cell ; '* i. e., at night. 

The expenditares and sources of income are exhibited in 
the following account, (p. 47 :) — 

Expenditures* 

To amount of cash paid for provisions, . . • . : $13,90163 

" " ** hospital department, . . 

" ** " clothing department, • . 

** " •* expeiise department, . . . 

" " " officers' salaries, ... ; 

" •• ** prisoners discharged, . • 

** *' " transportation of prisoners, , 

** ** repairs of real estate, . . . 

** " night watch in Prison yard, . 



u 



a41 64 


5,168 31 


4,378 03 


18,333 38 


385 00 


373 76 


468 95 


548 31 



Total amount paid on account of the ordinary ex* 

penses for the past Prison year, . . . . : $43,696 90 

Receipts. 

By stone department, for income from this department, $17,763 75 

** labor department, for income from this department, 35,900 91 

•* visitors' fees, for amount received on this account, . 1,439 50 

** rents, for amount of income for rents, 333 35 

*.* Interesti for balance of this account, • . . • » . 8 42 



$45,344 93 



By balance, being deficit of earnings to meet the pay- 

ments for the Prison year ending September 30, 1851, 498 85 

From the chaplain's final report before his resignation, we 
make several extracts; first, on bis general course of in- 
struction. 

^^ The more public services and mstructions which claim his time 
and attention are those of public worship in the chapel on the Sab- 
bath, the daily seasons of devotion on the secular days of the week, 
and the superintendence of the Sabbath school. Those of a more 
private nature grow principally out of his daily intercourse with more 
or less of the convicts, in private, who are sent for to meet him in the 
chapel. In these interviews he endeavors to secure their confidence 
and a favorable hearin^^ by coming down, in the kindest manner, t6 
their circumstances, trials, and wants, and encouraging them, with 
entire frankness, to make known to him their feelings and wishes ; to 
give a biief idcetch of ^ir history, and of the leading causes which 
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resulted in their unhappy condition. This they do, in most cases, 
with apparent frankness and sincerity. In connection with such free 
and friendly conversation, such advice and counsel are given as seem 
adapted to affect them favorably, to contribute to making them better 
and happier as convicts, and, ultimately, better, happier, and more 
useful members of society, when they shall leave the Prison and 
again mingle with the world. It is also the invariable custom of the 
chaplain, on the day immediately preceding the discharge of any 
convict from Prison, to have a private interview with him, and freely 
and faithfully warn him, and to present to his mind such motives 
and considerations as seem best calculated to deter him from sin, and 
to encourage him to a life of industry, virtue, and happiness. Private 
interviews, in the circumstances referred to, with the advice and 
counsel thus given, it is believed, often produce a more permanent 
and salutary effect than when given in public, and where the re- 
sponsibility of a proper improvement is divided among the many.^' 

After speakiiTg of the Sabbath school, he has a paragraph 
on a singing choir, (p. 50.) 

*^ For years, past it has been thought an object of importance, so 
far as it could be accomplished without essential interference with the 
business and discipline of the Prison, to secure, from among the pris- 
oners, a good and an intelligent choir of singers, aided by such instru- 
mental accompaniments as we have been able to supply from among 
our number, and a good degree of success has, for the most part, been 
realized. As sacred music, when properly performed, constitutes a 
very interesting and important part of divine worship, we have felt 
that it has added much to the interest and attractiveness of our sea- 
sons of devotion." 

On the increase of crime, the chaplain rerocurks, (p. 51,) — 

**' Before closing this report, the undersigned feels that he Can 
hardly forbear remarking on the fearful increase of crime, in many 
portions of our commonwealth, within the last three years ; and, as a 
necessary result, a proportionate increase in the number of commit- 
ments to all our Prisons. These facts are most painful and startling; 
and without some powerful and efficient check to stay this fearful and 
rapidly-swelling tide of vice and crime, we can hardly realize what 
will be the real state of things, when but a few more years shall have 
passed, stamping their fearful imprint on society and the public morals. 
A giant work, but one which must be accomplished, is to be under- 
taken, and in a good degree perfected, by Christian philanthropists, 
legislators, and statesmen, if these appalling evils are to be success- 
fully met and overcome." 

And, finally, on intemperance, as a . cause of crime, Mr. 
Curtis remarks, as the result of all fais observation, as followS| 
(pp. 61,52:) — 

. ^^ It may be dif&cult accurately to point out all the causes which 
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opeTafe in producing the state of things to which reference has been 
made ; nor is it the purpose of the undersigned to tax your excel- 
lency and honors with any attempt, on his part, to do it. He will, 
however, hazard the opinion, and it is a deliberate one, founded on 
careful observation, for more than a quarter of a century, in his con- 
nection with public Prisons, that the use of intoxicating drinks is the 
prolific source of a greater amount of vice, and crime, and degrada- 
tion, and wretchedness, than all others combined. ' Like Aaron^s rod, 
it swallows all the rest.' What a change would come over the whole 
face of society, could this Stygian fountain of ruin and death be dried 
up ! More than three fourtl^ of the inmates of all our Prisons, of 
every age and sex, from the youth of fourteen years to the veterans 
of age, have been habituated, in a greater or less degree, to these 
drinks ; and to them, directly or indirectly, they owe their degrada- 
tion and ruin. And cannot this curse be stayed by prudent and effi- 
cient legislation, and a faithful and rigid execution of the laws ? It is 
* a consummation devoutly to be wished ; ^ and when brought about, 
instead of expenditures of hundreds of thousands of dollars to build 
and enlarge our Prisons, a large portion of the premises provided for, 
and now occupied by, the victims of alcohol and crime, might be 
given up to the occupancy ^ of the moles and the bats.' ^ Prevention,' 
it is said, ^ is cheaper than cure ; ' and may the maxim be verified in 
the success and triumph of the cause of temperance, which, at the 
present time, so largely engrosses the attention of all classes of our 
fellow-citizens, from the chief magistrate to the humble tenant of a 
cottage." 

On the general health of the Prison, and the caases which 
have operated for or against it, the physician expresses him- 
self thus, (p. 63 :) — 

'^ In reporting the condition of health of the prisoners, for the past 
year, it should be born in mind that, for the space of nearly two 
years, the number of convicts has so far exceeded the number of 
cells, that those in the old Prison have contained five or six prisoners 
each. This must be regarded as a condition unfavorable to health, 
though the consequences have not been so serious as might have been 
expected. 

^^The erection of the new Prison, with 150 cells, has obviated 
the necessity of confining more than one convict in the same cell. 
These celts are sufficiendy large for health, and have abundance of 
light, and are well ventilated, and in these particulars are supierior to 
the others in use here. 

^^ The apartments now used for hospital purposes are not very 
commodious, nor have they afforded accommodations for all who, 
during the past year, have applied there for admission. The hospital 
connected with the new Prison is not yet occupied, not being fully 
completed. 

^^ The standard of health, though it will compare favorably with 
similar institutions, has not been of quite so high a character as ia 
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some past years. Nor was it to be expected, since our numbers have 
been very nearly double what they were in 1846 and 1847, during 
which years we had but a single death. The great increase of 
numbers to occupy the same dormitories and workshops, together 
with causes which were alluded to in my reports of the last two years, 
particularly the change of the law abolishing whipping as a means of 
discipline, and substituting solitary confinement in a dark cell, upon a 
bread and water diet, have, as were then anticipated, operated unfa- 
vorably, to a limited extent, upon the health of the prisoner. 

" During the year, one convict was removed to the State Lunatic 
Hospital, by the commissioners of lunacy. No other ease of insanity 
developed itself during the year, except the fatal case above alluded 
to, in which instance the disease was undoubtedly established before 
his commitment to the Prison.^' 



KHODK ISLA]!^. 
STATE PRISON AND COUNTY PRISON IN RHODE ISLAND XTNITED IN ONE. 

The report of this institution is a handsome octavo pam- 
phlet of 27 pages. It contains the reports of the inspectors, 
warden, and physician, to the legislature. 

The statistics of the two Prisons, united in the city of 
Providence, for the year ending October, 1851, were as fol- 
lows, (pp. 5, 6 :) — 

" The number of prisoners in the State Prison for the year has 
been as follows : Number of convicts on the 1st <^ Oct., 1850, 97 ; 
committed during the year, 24 — 61. Discharged by expiration of 
sentence, 5 ; discharged by general assembly, 8 ; died, 1 -* 14. 
Leaving in Prison, Sept. 30, 1851, 47, all males. The average num- 
ber in Prison for the year has been 43, being 88 per cent, over the 
average of last year. 

" In the County Jail the number of persons on the 1st day of Oct., 
1850, confined by the state laws, was 66. 223 have been commit- 
ted during the year on sentence, and 214 in default of bail, and not 
sentenced, making the total number at the suit of the state 503. 

" The ages of those committed were as follows, viz. : Over 10 
years old and under 20 years, 123; over 20 and under 80 years, 
204 ; over 30 and under 40 years, 105 ; over 40 and under 50 years, 
56 ; over 50 and under 60 years, 14; over 60 years, 1. Total, 503. 
Males, 452 ; females, 51. Whites, 473 ; colored, 30. Natives, 293; 
foreigners, 210. Average number for the yew, 53. 

^^Of the 223 committed as above stated on sentence, 192 were 
known to be, or reported themselves as being, intemperate in their 
habits. 

^' There have also been committed to the Jail, as a House of Cor^ 
rection for the city of Providence, during the year, 177 persons, viz. : 
On sentence, 116; in defauh of bail, 61. Their ages were as fol- 
lows : Over 10 yeam and under 20, 19 ; over 20 and under 30, 61 ; 
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over 30 and under 40, 56 ; over 40 and under 50, 25 ; over 50 and 
under 60, 11; over 60, 5. Total, 177. Males, 133; females, 44. 
Whites, 170; colored, 7. Natives, 86; foreigners, 91. Temper* 
ate, 14 ; intemperate, 163. Average number under the city lawv 
during the year, IL 

^^ The number of commitments for debt have been 397 ; making, 
with the foregoing numbers committed under the state and city laws, 
a total of 1133 commitments to the Jail, during the year ending 
September 30, 1851. 

" There were remaining on the 30th of September, at the suit of 
the state, 57 ; at the suit of the city, 11 ; for civil suits for damages, 
2 ; for common debt, 2 — total, 72. 

The annnal expense and income of the establiBhment are 
thus exhibited in the inspectors' report, (pp. 3, 4 :) — 

^^ The warden's reports of the expenses and income for the year 
ending September 30, are herewith presented. From these reports 
it appears that the whole expense for the year commencing Oct. 1, 
1850, and ending Sept 30, 1851 , is $9851 27. The income for 
the same period is $2761 41. Excess of expenditure above the 
income is $7089 86. 

*'*' From this sum is to be deducted the proceeds of stock sold in 
consequence of change of employment, amounting to $2389 86; 
leaving the balance which has been drawn from the state treasury 
$4700 00.'' 

The changes in occupation in the institution are thus 
mentioned, as well as the present mode of employment, 
(pp. 6, 7:) — 

^^ At the commencement of the year, October 1, 1850, the convicts 
in the Prison were employed in shoemaking, and the prisoners in the 
Jail at cabinet making." 

^^ In order to accomplish this result, they asked of the assembly a 
grant of $4000 for the enlargement of the workshops. Their re- 
quest was granted, and the buildings were erected within the esti- 
niate presented, and a small balance is now in the hands of the build* 
ing committee. As soon as these arrangements were completed, the 
inspectors were enabled to let out the la^r of the convicts for $2500, 
for the first year." 

In the County Jail, ^^ the work of closing boots was selected in June 
last, and the prisoners are now employed at that business — a stipu- 
lated price per pair being paid for their labor." 

The changes and improvements effected among the fe- 
males are thus stated by^ the inB|>ect(Nf8 : -*— 

"The board have been able to effect an important change in the 
condition of the female department. Previous to June last, the female 
prisoners were confined in two small rooms, without classification, and 
without any regular employment, and their condition could only tend 
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to render their imprisonment a moral injury to themsdves and the com« 
munity. In June last it was determined to engage an assistant matron, 
under whose care they should be employed in regular labor. A room 
was provided for this purpose, and they are now all comfortably clad, 
and improving in habits of neatness and industry. Several of them 
are obliged to occupy the same room at night, but we hope that the 
enlargement of the Prison will enable us to provide a 8q;>aiate cell for 
each convict.'^ 

A concise and comprehensive view of the employment of 
both men and women, of cleanliness, health, and disciplinei 
is presented in one short paragraph, (pp. 7, 8 :) — 

'^ EJvery prisoner, male and female, under sentence, unless pre- 
vented by sickness, is now employed in labor of as profitable a kind 
as we are able to provide The state prisoners labor at cabinet work ; 
the prisoners in the Jail labor at closing boots. The women are em- 
ployed in sewing. The buildings are as clean and comfortable as the 
crowded state of the cells will allow. The health of the prisoners is 
generally good, and the number of cases of discipline is on the 
decline.'* 

The inspectors further say, (p. 8,) that 

. *' The greatest evil under which we now labor is the crowded con- 
dition of the Prison and Jail. In many cases it is necessary to con- 
fine two, or even more persons, in a cell. During the coming winter, 
this evil will probably be increased." 

An appropriation was made for xepairs and improvements 
by the legislature, in view of these evils, which the inspect- 
ors thus notice : — * 

" The assembly, at its June session, appropriated $16,000 for the 
erection of an additional wing to the State Prison. The board at once 
commenced the work, with the expectation that it might be completed 
by the Ist day of January, 1852. It was, however, ascertained that it 
would be necessary to drive piles of unusual length under the whole 
foundation. This has created so much delay, that only a part of the 
cells can be built before the beginning of winter. In June next it 
can probably be completed. It is intended to be built in the most 
perfect manner, and it is hoped that the state will not be at any 
expense from the necessity of future cdterations.'' 

The report, from which these extracts are taken, is signed 
by Francis Wayland; chairman of the board of inspectors, 
and six others. 

The substance of the pbysician's report is summarily 
comprehended in the following brief extracts : •-*- 

" The health of the Prison was never better than at this time. 
With the exception of Nos. 78 and 123, the prisoners are all able to 
perform active labor." 
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'^ Tkeie has becnooia death duHng Uie pfiat year, No. 71. The 
disease which caused his death was tuberculous peritonitis.^ 
^ No cose of iuBaoity has occurred during the past year.'' 
^^ The change from sedentary to active labor, made during, the past 
six months, has produced a favorable result There is much less 
dyspepsia, gastro-enteric diseases^ and' rheumatism ; convalescence is 
more rapid, and the prisoners more healthy and robust. Diarrhoea 
has been more pre^lent and violent than at any former period. It 
commenced in April, ip which month there were 3 cases ; in May, 5 
cases ; in June, 6 cases ; in July, 40 cases ; in August, 9 cases, and 
in September^ 1 case. S. Aug. Arnold, 

Physician to the Rhode Island State Prison. 

•* PKOVIDiNOB, Oct. 27, 1851." 



CONNECTICtJT. 

TStt CONNBCTIGUT STATB FBISON^ 

The Annual Bepo^t of the Connecticut State Prison is a 
neatly printed petavp pamphlet of 46 pages. 

It contains a majority and minority report of the directors, 
ihe reports of the two wardens for different parts of the year, 
and extracts from the reports of the chaplain and physician. 

The warden^s report, by Mr. L. R. Wells, furnishes the 
following statistics of numbers, &c., (p. 32 :) — 

** Whole numbe)r in oonfinemeilt, Afereh 31, 1850, 175; siocel re- 
ceived, 31 — 206. Discharged by expiration of sentence, 32 ; by 
pardon, 10; death, 7—49. Leaving in confinement, March 31, 
1851, 157. White males, 114 ; colored males, 33;. females, 10.'' 

The prisoners under contract were, in manufacturing chairs, 
40 ; as carpenters, 16 ; at table cutlery, 32 ; as shoemakers^ 
15. Total on contract, 103. 

The number of prisoners employed on account of the state 
is, on chair seats, 36 ; on misoeilaneous work, 18^ 

Of the whole number convicted, viz., 157, at this time in 
Prison, 45 were convicted in, New Haven county and 31 in 
New London <K>unty, which is nearly one half the wholei 
number from tbe whole state;. 

Of the nativity, 78 were from Connecticut, 22 from New 
York, 11 from Massachusetts, 16 from other states^ 16 from 
Ireland, 10 unknown^ and 6 from other parts of the world. 

Of the age, 86, or more than one half, are under 30 years 
of age, and 22 under 20 years of age. 

Of the crimes, 9 were for murder, 6 for attempt to murder, 
8 for attempt to kill, 8 for manslaughter, 8 for arson, 12 for 
rape and attempt aii rape, L e.) 51, or nearly one third ci tbe 
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whole for the higher crimes ; 106 for other crimes, of whom 
38 were for burglary. 

Of the sentences, 21 were for life, 81 for 1 to 4 years, in- 
clusive ; and the remainder, 55, for periods varying nom 4 to 
23 years. 

The income and expenditure of the institution are fully 
and clearly stated in the following summary : — 

Income^ 



Carpenter's shop, . 
Chair-seating shop, 
Smith shop, . • . 
Rule shop, . . • 
Varnishing shop, . 
Cabinet shop, . . 
Shoe shop, . • • 
Cash from visitors. 



$792 04 
1,530 36 
2,212 68 
1,164 11 

859 52 
1,525 66 
1,185 92 

345 67 



•9,615 96 



Expense account, . 
Provision account, • 
Clothing and bedding, . 
Hospital account, • . 
Female department,. < 
Transportation convicts, 
Discharged convicts,. 
Profit and loss, • • 
Balance of interest, • 
Balance gained to insti 
tution, . • • • 



$3,810 08 
. 2,554 77 
. 306 40 
. 210 30 
. 77 77 
, 83 01 
. 72 50 
1 75 
1,272 34 

1,227 04 

#9,615 96 



The general views entertained of the institution, as answer- 
ing the purposes of its establishment, are well expressed in 
the foUowing paragraph, (p. 3 :) — 

*' The directors feel themselves justified in saying, that the pres- 
ent condition of the institution is such as to sustain the opinion, 
early entertained, that while it answered all the ends of justice as a 
place of punishment, it might be made to exercise a salutary influ- 
ence upon the moral condition of offenders, and at the same time, by 
a judicious application of their labors, remunerate the state for the 
great expenses, incurred in their conviction and confinement.^' 

The views of the directors, in regard to the health of the 
institution, are briefly expressed in these three short extracts, 
(pp. 3, 4 :) - 

^' The health of the prisoners generally has been as good as could 
be expected among such a number of men of their peculiar habits." 

^' No serious epidemic has prevailed in the Prison during the past 
ysar." 

" The directors, however, are fully impressed with the conviction 
that the general health of the prisoners will be promoted by certain 
alterations and repairs, which will be more particularly alluded to 
hereafter." 

The full impression of the directors, that the general health 
will be promoted, &c., we feel assured is correct, if in the 
repairs and alterations are embraced an improved ventilation 
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of the hospital and dormitory buildings. There is great defi* 
ciency in this respect 

The directors, make a majority and minority report in re« 
gard to some difference in opinion concerning the financial 
affairs of the Prison, but are perfectly agreed concerning 
some important repairs and improvements proposed and 
recommended. 

Well-merited approbation of the chaplain and his doings 
is passed by the directors in the following terms, (p. 4 :) — 

** The moral and religious instruction of the. prisoners has, of 
course, been confided to the chaplain, the Rev. Samuel Griswold, and 
the directors take pleasure in publicly expressing their great confi- 
dence and satisfaction in his judicious exertions and untiring zeal in 
behalf of the unfortunate beings to whose improvemeixt he so entirely 
devoteshimself." 

Mr. Griswold is a thoroughly-educated, able, industrious, 
and devoted man in his profession. 

The chaplain's report is an able document, from which we 
faave made several extracts in other parts of this Report, and 
bis views and labors in regard to a Prison library are worthy 
of having a permanent form before the public, and an ex- 
tended circulation. They are as follows, from pp. 36 and 
37 of the report : — 

" My most laborious effort, connected with the intellectual instruc- 
tion of the convicts, has been the procuring and the distribution of 
library books. Soon after entering upon my duties here, this effort 
was commenced. The Prison library, containing about 2()0 volumes, 
furnished a very inadequate supply to interest and profit the convicts, 
though the books were carefully selected and valuable. I made ap- 
plication to a few of my personal friends, who, by books and a small 
amount of funds, enabled me to make important accessions to this 
little stock. Afterwards, I made an appeal to individual ladies and 
gentlemen of Hartford and vicinity, which has been responded to by 
many, and even by those of the highest standing in society, by prince- 
ly donations of well-selected and interesting books, and of cash in 
some instances — benefactors well worthy of the noble citizens who 
dwell around ' the Charter Oak.' 

^' By this partial and yet unfinished effort, about 500 volumes, in- 
cluding school books, have been obtained ; also many useful tracts 
and pamphlets. Amcmg these books are many highly entertaining 
and valuable. 

*^ The allotment of books has cost me a vast amount of labor. To 
ascertain the capacities and tastes of the convicts, their former 
amount and course of reading, and to allot them books that shall be 
entertaining and useful, and which shall awaken and nurture their 
desire to obtain knowledge, and to furnish them, in numerical order, 
with those volumes and sets of histories, and other valuable works, 

4 E 
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which constitute a continuous chain of instractioD, demand patient, 
thorough, aud persevering effort And I have spared no pains to 
accomplish this object 

*' This efibrt and these donations have been highly appreciated by 
the convicts ; and some of them have given from their own stock of 
books to increase the Prison library ; many warm thanks have been 
whispered through the cell grates by the convicts; with very few 
exceptions they have -taken much pains to keep the books in good 
order ; and a keen relish for books, and great industry in perusing 
them, have been elicited, which are exceedingly gratifying to your 
chaplain, and which furnish abundant recompense for all his onerous 
duties in this department 

'^ An extensive library, judiciously selected and allotted, is of vast 
importance in a Prison. As a source of much instruction and com- 
fort to the inmates ; as the means of diverting their minds from cher* 
ished remembrances of past iniquities, and from nurtured purposes of 
indulging afresh in sin, when liberty shall be regained ; and as the 
instrument of enlightening their minds, elevating their affections, and 
dissipating their heartlessness and gloom, so prejudicial to both bodily 
and mental health, it cannot fail to be the most powerful coadjutor of 
strict and vigilant discipline, in their reform and restoration to social 
enjoyments and usefulness. 

*^ A donation, by our honorable legislature, of $100 from the earn- 
ings of the convicts, would enable us to supply many important 
vacant links which we cannot expect to obtain by private benefactions^ 
especially in relation to standard works and recent valuable publica- 
tions. So important, so invaluable is a good library, in advancing the 
highest objects of imprisonment, that it is confidently hoped the di- 
rectors will feel a pleasure in presenting this subject to the honorable 
General Assembly of this state, at their ensuing session.'* 

He has also the following paragraph, which is weighty and 
important, (p. 40 :) — r 

^' I have labored much to correct false impressions and groundless 
suspicions of the prisoners, in regard to themselves, their relatives, the 
courts before which they were convicted, and the government of this 
Prison. Such impressions end suspicions are among the most power- 
fhl antagonists to human happiness in all the conditions of life ; but 
within Prison walls, and in the darkness and depression of Prison 
gloom, and often by calling in to their aid the certitude, attested by 
the hallucinations of the lone cell, they fatten upcm the convict's 
extreme wretchedness, and revel amid his slaughtered hopes and 
enjoyments. These I have endeavored to correct, alike to relieve the 
suffering inmate and aid the discipline of the Prison.'' 

The following extract from the physician's report will illus- 
trate and enforce some things which have already been pre- 
sented concerning the Connecticut State Prison, in regard to 
which there appears to be great unity of opinion, (p. 46 :) — - 

^> I cannot, in justice to myself and those committed to my chai^ 
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in this iostitution, close my refwrt without, urging iSde necessity of 
adopting some means by which the air in the cells may be made 
more pure. I am well aware that this subject has, in previous re<* 
ports, been submitted for the x^nsideration of the directors; but as 
yet, there has been no provision to accomplish the object. 

" I respectfully commend to your attention the propriety of placing 
ventilators on the roof, so arranged as to communicate with each cell ; 
these, in connection with iron doors on the upper tiers of cells, as has 
in previous reports been recommended, «could not fail to improve the 
condition of all the inmates of the institution — thereby securing a 
greater degree of health, and removing liability to contract disease 
amoog all, especially among those who are constitutionally predis- 
posed to pulmonary complaints. I appeal to you, gentlemen, to de- 
vise such an improvement as will tend in some degree to render the 
air in the cells more pure and healthy." 



NEW YORK. 

STATE PRISON AT AUBUSN, NEVT TOKK. 

The documents in relation to this State Prison are con- 
tained in th« Fourth Annual Report of the Inspectors of 
State Prisons of the State of New York, submitted to the 
legislature Jan. 22, 1852. The board of inspectors have 
charge of all the State Prisons in the state. They are 
elected by the people at the annual election of state officers, 
and consisted last year of Alexander H. Wells, Pavid Clarke, 
and W. P. AngeL They submit an annual report of 300 
pages or more. 

The documents oonoeorning the Auburn Prison, in their 
fourth annual report, cover 82 pages octavo, and embrace the 
reports of the agent, warden, chaplain, and physician. 

The statistics of the Prison at Auburn, lor the year 1881, 
as shown in the annual report, (p. '92,) were as follows : — 

"Number of convicts .reipaiping in Prison Bee. 1, 1650, 732 5 
received from courts during the year ending Nov. 30, 1851,298 — 
1030. Discharged during the same period, as follows : By expira- 
tion of sentence, 182 ; by pardon, 55 ; died from sickness, 12 ; 
escaped and not retaken, 3 ; sent tp Asyjurp, Utiqa, ^ ; di8cbiirge4 
by habeas corpus,.l — ^9. Tot^l i^n\aiaing in. Prison Dec. 1> ]>851, 
771j" 

The .manner of employing the convicts in the Auburn 
Prison In 1851, the persons by whom' employed, the kinds of 
business at which they were employed, the contract prices 
per day, and the number employed in each branch of busi- 
ness, were as followsi, (p. 93 :) — 

GGG2 
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" Whole Dtimber, 771. Id the staters employ and in the hospital, 
151 ; on contract, 620. 



Carpet, . 
Cooper, . 
Cabinet, 
Hame, . 
Machine, 
Shoe, . . 
Tool, . . 



Josiah Barber, ....;... 294 38c. 294 

Van Tuyl & Freeoff, .... 35 61^ 35 

Hewson, Parsons, & Segoine, 57 65 57 

Hayden & Letchworth, ... 67 55J 67 

Beardsley, Keeler, & Curtis, 53 46 53 

E. P. Ross, 56 50 & 65J 56 

Casey, Ketchel, & Co., ... 58 51 58 



99 



620 

Of the 151 employed by the state, and not on contract, 41 
were in the yard, 15 tailors, 9 weavers, 3 barbers, 17 shoe- 
makers, 23 in the dining ball and kitchen, 22 waiters, 9 infirm 
and idle, and 12 sick and lame. The daily average number 
of convicts was 762, an increase over last year of 91. 

" The daily average earnings of each convict was 29 cents. The 
daily average expense of each convict was 26^^ cents. The daily 
average number of convicts employed on contract was 643. The 
daily average earnings of each convict actually employed on con- 
tract was 45^^ cents, an increase over last year of l^ cents per 
day." 

The extent of the business operations, expenditures, &C., 
of this Prison, in 1851, is seen in the following statement 
from the annual report, (p. 29 :) — 

The total amount of cash received from all sources dur- 
ing the year, including cash balance on hand Sept. 
30, 1850, was $78,764 06 

Total amount of expenditure for all purposes, .... 88,546 00 

Leaving a balance against the Prison, 9,781 94 

The earnings of the Prison durbg the year, .... 72,529 06 

And the expenditures for ordinary support, . • • • • 69^97 86 

Excess of earnings over ordinary support, 2,631 20 

The cash resources Sept 30, 1851, 3,546 49 

For the diifferent items of expenditure in this Prison in 
1851: — 

For rations, $21,892 04 

«' hospital, 543 50 

clothing and bedding, 3,716 66 

building and repairs, 19,439 14 

firewood, oil, <Sz!c., 4,407 96 

hay, grain, &c., 163 23 

stock, tools, &c., 4,119 37 

** furniture, 448 04 

** printing and stationery, 815 38 
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For discharged convicts, . *, • . f 1,488 40 

'* salaries of officers, 19,526 ^ ) 07 199 59 

** pay of guards, 7,671 00 J ' 

«' miscellaneous, 4^12 68 

Total expenditures, $88,546 00 

A new building is being erected in the yard, for chapel, 
mess room, hospital, and dining hall, on which $4006 28 
have been expended last year, and which it is estimated will 
cost, when finished, $18/)00. 

" The building is 225 feet long and 60 feet wide ; the first story, 
for mess room, to be 14 feet in the clear ; and the.second story, for 
chapel and hospital, to be 24 feet in the clear; the walls are 3 feet 
thicl^, of limestone, the outer doors to be made of iron ; all the win- 
dows to be grated^ and the whole to be made Prison strong.^' 

^^ When the buildings for chapel, mess room, and hospital are com- 
pleted, we shall not require any more buildings for Prison use/^ 

^ The great necessity for more ample room for the hospital de- 
partment, better ventilation, the crowded condition of the dining hall. 
Its low ceiling and dampness, render it very important and necessa- 
ry that the improvements commenced should he completed with as 
little delay as possible.^^ 

The principles of government and discipline adopted by 
the presentwarden, are expressed by him in the following ex- 
tracts from his report, (pp. 94, 96:) — 

*^ It is also of the highest importance that the officers having charge 
of the diffisrent departments should be men of judgment and dis- 
cretion, men who do not allow themselves to be moved by impulse, 
but guided by the dictates of serious and sound judgment.*^ 

** I find, by observation, that by far the greater proportion of the 
men under my care are not entirely incorrigible, but are men who 
possess more or less the feelings of humanity ; and when appealed to 
m a proper manner and by discreet persons, it usually produces the 
desired effect. There are exceptions to this rule. We occasionally 
meet with a convict so far lost to all feeling of humanity, that « the 
most rigid course 'alone will command obedience.^* 

The warden^s views of the wisdom, necessity, and utility 
of the system of conunon school instrnetion adopted in this 
Prison, »oder the law of the State of New York of 1847, are 
-expressed in the following extracts, from p. 95 : — 

** There is a matter to which I wish to call your serious attention, 
which is the intellectqal< training of the conticts.'* 

^^ You are aware, geystleroen^ that by far the greater number of 
convicts in the several Prisons are men whose early education, as far 
•as morals and letters 'are concerned, has been grossly neglected ; 
very many of them do not understand the first rudiments of that kkid 
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of knowledge whick ha3 a tendency ta give a proper direction to the 
thoughts and actions of life. To accomplish this ohject, I would 
recommend the addition of two extra teachers in this department, 
and your sanction and concurrence in . lighting the entire wings until 
eight o^clock in the evening.'* 

The value of the Prison library, its size, and means of en- 
largement, are shown by the chaplain, as follows: — 

^' There are now in the library about 700 volumes suitable for use. 
These books are placed in the shops in charge of the keepers, each 
keeper acting as librarian for his shop. The books are changed from 
one shop to another as often as is deemed desirable for the benefit 
of all concerned. This libmry is replenished every year with books 
purchased with the appropriation ($100^ made by the statute from 
the literary fund. Still the library is entirely inadequate to the wants 
of the Prison ; after all the care and pains that can possibly be taken, 
the books are fast going to pieces, and the decrease is greater than 
the increase.*' 



STATE PRISON AT SING SING, NEW TOBK. 

The documents in relation to the State Prison at Sing 
Sing, for the year 1851, cover 125 pages of the Fourth Re- 
port of the Inspectors of Prisons in that state. 

These documents embrace the reports of the agent, warden, 
clerk, chaplain, physician, and matron. 

The statistics of the male and female Prisons are as fol- 
lows : — 

Number of male convicts remaining in Prison on the 

30th day of November, 1850, 694 

Received from the different courts during the year, 280 

974 

Number of male convicts discharged by expiration of 
sentence, during the year ending 30th November, 

1851, 156 

Discharged by pardon during the same period, • . 42 

Discharged by reversal of judgment, 1 

Died from sickness during the year, 19 

Escaped prior to Slst December, 1850, • • . • 1 

219 

Number remaining in Prison 1st December, 1851, . . , . . 755 

*^ On the 1st of December, 1860, there were remaining here (L e., 
UA the female Prison) 71 convicts, and there have since been received 
88, making a total of 109. Of these, 29 have been discharged by 
expiration of sentence, 1 by pardon, 1 was transferred to the Lunatic 
Asylum, and 3 have died, leaving 75 in Prison at this datfii.'^ 
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Whole number of convicts in the male Prison, 755 

" " female Prison, 75 

Number of convicts, male, white, 610 

'' " colored, 145 

755 

Number of convicts, female, white, 61 

" '* colored, 14 

75 

JVlrfiofty. Mates, FemdUs, 

Natives of the United States, white, 261 18 

" " colored, 143 13 

Foreigners, white, 349 43 

** colored, 2 1 

755 75 

The crimes of the 280 committed to the male Prison last 
year were, — 

** Grand larceny, 110 ; burglary, 59 ; attempt at burglary, 3 ; as- 
sault to rob, 2 ; arson, 7 ; attempt at arson, 1 ; petty larceny, second 
offence, 13 ; receiving stolen goods, 3 ; bigamy, 6 ; forgery, 16 ; 
rape, 4; robbery, 7; assault to kill, 11; manslaughter, 10; false 
pretences, 1 ; perjury, 1 ; carrying slung shot, 2 ; mutiny, 8 ; incest, 
1 ; counterfeiting, 7 ; seduction, 1 ; larceny at sea, 1 ; murder, 2 ; 
assault to commit a rape, 2 ; — total, 280.'* 

The terms of sentence of the same number daring the same 
period were, from 1 to 2 years, 2 ; for 2 years, 83 ; for 2 and 
under 8 years, 33 ; for 4 and under 5 years, 30 ; for 5 and 
under 6 years, 40 ; for 6 and under 10 years, 43 ; for 10 and 
under 25 years, 12 ; for life, 3. 

The commitments and recommitments, first conviction, 
264; second conviction, 13; third conviction, 3; — total, 280. 

The age was, over 16 and under 20, 84 ; over 20 and under 
25, 72 ; over 25 and under 30, 56 ; over 30 and under 40, 43 ; 
over 40, 25 ; — total, 280. 

The color was, 249 white and 81 colored;— total, 280. 

The nativity was, fix>m the State of New York, 89 ; Penn- 
sylvania, 11 ; New Jersey, 13 ; other states, 27 ; — total from 
the United States, 138. Total from foreign countries, 142 ; 
of whom 71 were Irish, 32 Germans, 11 English, and 28 from 
other foreign countries. 

The places in the state from which they were committed, 
were, from New York city, 187 ; Kings county, including 
Brooklyn, 82 ; from 13 other counties, 61 ; showing how large 
a proportion are from the cities of New York and Brooklyn. 

The punishments inflicted for misdemeanors, in the Prison 
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at Sing Sing, during the last year, are thuB stated by ibe 
warden,, (pp. 208, 209 :) — 

** During the year,- my predecessor and myself have been required 
to inflict 233 punishments, '138 of which were with the shower bath, 
4 had their hair cut close, 87 were placed in dark cell, 3 were yoked, 
and 2 wore a hall and chain. Many of these puntshnents vnate in- 
flicted on the same convicts, as the whole number of men who have 
not yielded to discipline, and observed the rules without the resort 
to coercive means, will not probably exceed 100. 

''It would be indecorous in me to institute any comparison of dis- 
cipline, nor will my limited experience allow me to do so ; but while 
order, industry, and decorum characterize the general conduct of oar 
prisoners, and while the number of punishments is found to be less 
than in any previous year, I must be allowed to express my approba- 
tion of a system so humane and so salutary in its operation, and the 
results of which compare so favorably with those extorted by the 
severe and almost inhuman flagellation which prevailed- a few years 



since." 



The want of an external wall, enclosing the premises, is 
justly a sabject of complaint by the warden, as it endangers 
the security and increases the expense of guard, and is a 
peculiarity of the Prison at Sing Sing, which characterizes 
this Prison in distinction from almost all other extensive 
Prisons in tfiis country and the world. He says, (p. 208,) — 

" During the time I have had charge of the Prison, I have experi- 
enced much inconvenience from the want of a wall about the yards 
and buildings. 1 cannot too earnestly call your attention to this de- 
sired improvement, nor can the dangers and disadvantages arising 
from the absence of a wall be fully appreciated by any, except those 
upon whom may devolve the care of the convicts aiid the safety of 
the property." 

There is a complaint made by the warden, in bis report., 
which brings to view a clashing of powers between himself 
and a committee of the Prison Association in New York. 
It seems to arise from powers given by legif^tive enactment 
to this association, which are interpreted as independent and 
above the powers of the principal officer anrd warden of the 
institution. 

** During the past summer a committee from the New York Prison 
Association called at the Prison, and demanded the right to go into 
it unattended by any of its officers, there to withdraw convicts from 
their keepers — to make such examinations and to do such acts as to 
them might seem best ; thus, in efl*eoti claiming that they possessed a 
power superior to the • inspectors or any of the subordinate officers. 
A claim so inconsisteat with any -authority, and so dangerous to the 
safety and diacipiine of Abe FrisQn, 1 could not. admit lo exist any 
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iiyhere, except with the inspectors ; and I therefore respectfully resist* 
ed what I deemed an unwarrantable interference with the powers and 
duties which the law and your appointment devolved upon me. Will* 
log at all times that the management and transactions of the Prison 
should be made the subject of public scrutiny, and truly desirous that 
any and every society and class of men should be made fully ac- 
quainted with the condition and treatment of the convicts, I tendered 
that committed every opportunity to prosecute their desired examina- 
tions, proffering them the use of the books, and the privilege of inter- 
rogating the officers and the inmates, under oath or otherwise, but 
claiming that, as warden of the Prison, I had no right to surrender its 
control into other hands, nor could I suffer the necessary and long- 
standing rules of the inspectors to be disregarded. The same priv- 
ileges which were claimed and exercised by the committee of the 
legislature who visited the Prison in October last, to investigate its 
affairs, as well as the privil^es exercised by the governor of the state, 
who visited the Prison last summer, were extended to this committee, 
all of which they declined^ refusing to accept of any thing short of an 
unconditional surrender of the Prison into their hands for the space 
of ninety days. Upon the return of this committee to New York, they 
served me with an alternative mandamus, to show cause why they 
should not be permitted to enter the Prison in the manner I have 
described. That proceeding is still pending before the court, and 
although I have no fears as to the result, yet 1 have thought it proper 
to call your attention to the subject, that you might the better be able 
to judge of the course I have felt it my duty to adopt." 

The general eondition of the institution in regard to disci- 
pline, health, industry, security against fire, and quietness, is 
thus stated by the warden : — 

^^ I am much pleased in being able to state that, during the past 
year, no circumstance has transpired to interrupt the good order of 
the Prison, or to arrest any of the various branches of business prose- 
cuted therein. Providence has favored us with a good measure of 
health, the property of the state has been preserved from the torch 
of the incendiary, and no acts of violence or attempts at insurrection 
have marred the peace and quiet of the establishment. The various 
branches of labor have been prosecuted with satisfaction to those who 
employ the services pf the convicts, and with profit to the state, while, 
by a careful disposition of the men, and a watchful regard of the 
feeble and indisposed, health has been happily preserved and gener- 
ally promoted. This branch of our system has been greatly benefited 
by the commodious workshops provided the preceding year, by which 
means we have been enabled to place every able bodied man upon 
productive contract employment. I doubt not the report of the agent, 
who has faithfully and judiciously managed the financial afiairs, will 
bear witness to the superior industry of the Prison, which cannot but 
have added largely to its usual income.'* 

It appears from the physician's report that the Prison has 
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been subject to dysentery of an aggravated nature, during 
the summer of 1851, in which about 70 were removed to the 
hospital, and to the chapel, which it became necessary to use 
as a hospital, but that four only died of the disease. Two 
others died of cholera asphyxia of the most aggravated form; 
and the whole number of deaths was 16 in the male Prison, 
and 3 in the female Prison. 

This is a much more favorable bill of mortality than it has 
been common to observe in this Prison — from 30 to 50 per 
cent, more favorable. 

Three prisoners have been sent to the Insane Asylum at 
Utica, as unfit subjects for a Prison. 

The physician assigns some causes for the improved health 
of the Prison. 

" The present social mode of eating at the mess tables, combined 
with the good quality of the provisions purchased by the agent, has 
contributed, no doubt, greatly to the general good health of these 
institutions. A mild but efficient discipline is maintained in both 
Prisons." 

In the matron's report there are statements of interest 
which are worthy of notice. Of the females in the Sing Sing 
Prison, there are more Irish than American — 38 of the 
former and only 28 of the latter ; and there are more Irish 
than of all others, foreign and native ; i. e,, 38 Irish and 37 
of all other countries and places. 

There are 17 under 20 years of age, and 55 under 30 
years of age, and only 11 over 30 years. 

There were more in the female Prison from the city of 
New York and Kings county, including Brooklyn, than from 
all other parts of the state ; i. e., 38 from the former local- 
ities, — of which 32 were from the city of New York, — and 
only 33 from all the other counties, not including Kings 
county and Brooklyn. 

Among the native female prisoners there were nearly as 
many colored as white ; i. e., 12 of the former class and 16 
of the latter. 

Of the whole number in Prison, (71,) only 3 were on second 
conviction. 

In regard to their education before conviction, 23 could 
read and write indifferently, 31 could read only, and 21 had 
received no instruction whatever. 30 admit that they have 
been intemperate. The terms of sentence of 55 have been 
from 1 to 4 years ; the remainder, of 71, over 4 years. 

Their employment is, 55 trimming hats, 5 making convict 
clothing, 14 cooks and waiters, and 1 hospital nurse. All em- 
ployed, and therefore none sick. 
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The paniflhinentd for misdemeanor have been as follows, 
aecordiRg to the statement of the matron, (p. 238 :) — 

** During the year 1 have been called upon to impose forty-three 
punishments for infractions of rules. These, for the most part, have 
consisted in locking them in their own cells, sometimes in a dark 
cell or solitary ward, or substituting bread and water for the ordinary 
food. On some occasions we have been compelled to resort to the 
strait jacket, when the violence of the convict became dangerous to 
those around her.*' 

The two following extracts from the matron's report are 
worthy of a reprint, and extensive eircalation : — 

"When we consider that these convicts are, for the most part, 
composed of a class of persons who have been reared in vice, and 
hitherto unrestrained by any moral influence, a correct deportment, 
or a willing obedience to authority, cannot always be expected ; yet 
it is due to them to say, (and I consider it a redeeming feature,) that, 
with a few exceptions, I have found them disposed to yield cheerfully, 
and in many cases manifesting a desire to win the approbation of 
their oflicers by good conduct, and to reform their lives by improv- 
ing the means for instruction so liberally provided by the state." 

" Among those who were discharged during the past year, there 
were some who left us with the well-grounded hope that their impris- 
onment had produced a favorable change in their feelings and deport- 
ment, and that, with proper encouragement from those who should 
take an interest in their welfare, a perfect reformation might be relied 
upon. It is to be feared^ however, that too many even of this class, 
oppressed by the degradation incident to public conviction and impris* 
onraent, too readily seek the society of their former associates, amid 
the haunts of infamy and vice. I know of no means by which this 
demoralizing evil can be counteracted, except the well-directed efforts 
of the philanthropic, who, under the aid of Providence, have already 
accomplisKed much in rescuing this class of their fellow-creatures 
from inevitable despair.^' 

CLINTON PRISON, NORTHERN NEW YORK. 

The documents in relation to this, the third and last erect- 
ed 8tate Pfispn .in. New York, for. the year 1851, are em- 
braced in the Fourth Annual Report of the Prison Inspectors, 
and cover 60 pages of an octavo pamphlet of 300 pages. 

These documents are the reports of the agent, the cleck| 
the physician, the chaplain, and the school teacher. 

The statistics of the Prison are as follows : — 



*' The number of convicts remaining in Prison on the 1st day of 
January, 1848, was 146. The number of convicts received at the 
PxisoD since the M dfliy of January, 1848, was 213—- 869. 

^^ Daring the same period the following number were discharged 

HHH 
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as follows: By expiration of sentence, 137;. by pardon, 26; by 
death, 11 ; by removal to Lunatic Asylum, 2 ; by escapes, 6 ; by re- 
moval to Sing Sing and Auburn, 62 — 24i6. Leaving remaining in 
Prison, December 1, 1851, 113." 

The principal crimes were, for burglary and larceny, 8; 
grand larceny, 29 ; forgery, 5 ; burglary, 13 ; assault and bat- 
tery with attempt to kill, 10; passing counterfeit money, 4; 
arson, 4 ; robbery, 4 ; murder, 1 ; other crimes, 35 ; — total, 113. 

The principal counties from which they were committed 
were, from Clinton, 11 ; from Montgomery, 11 ; from Sche- 
nectady, 13 ; from St. Lawrence, 19 ; from Washington, 20 ; 
from 12 other counties, 39 ; — total, 113. 

The nativity of the prisoners was, United States, 72 ; Can- 
ada, 12 ; Ireland, 17 ; England, 6 ; Scotland, 4 ; Germany, 2. 

The age was, under 30, 46 ; over 30 and under 40, 46 ; 
over 40, 22. 

The number who had been married was 53 ; the number 
who had never been married, 60. 

The education was, common school, 43 ; could read and 
write, 40 ; read only, 23 ; unable to read, 16 ; academic, 1. 

The complexion was, white, 103 ; Indian, 2 ; colored, 8. 

The habits of life were, temperate, 41 ; intemperate, 72. 

The health on reception was, indifferent and poor, 15; 
good, 98. 

Employed when arrested, 62 ; unemployed, 61. 

Duration of sentence, 2 years and under, 32; from 2 to 6 
years, 61 ; over 6 and under 11, 19 ; for life, 1. 

On first conviction, 99 ; on second conviction, 14. 

The punishments for misdemeanor were, of the shower 
bath, 30; solitary confinement, 6; ball and chain, 2. 

Of occupations there were, boatmen, 5 ; farmers, 22 ; labor- 
ers, 36 ; mechanics, 35 ; other occupations, 14. 

The receipts of the Prison from all sources, last year, were 
](25,844 10 ; the expenditures were, $25,958 13. The earn- 
ings of the Prison from convict labor were,— 

For ore raised from the Averill iron mine, cash received 

or now due, 810,771 08 

Do. from state mine, cash received or now due, . . . 263 23 

Earnings of machine shop, .....•..•. 554 84 

Separated iron ore on hand, ....-•... 6,000 00 

Hay, grain, and vegetables rabed on the farm, ' • . . 1,050 00 

Lumber manufactured, sold, and used, 2,000 00 

Convict labor, repairs, &c., 3,877 00 

f24,516 15 
From this sum are to be deducted expenses, various items, 4,500 00 

Leaving the net amount of earnings of convicts, . • . $20,016 65 



61 
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The average earnings of each convict per year, according 
to the warden's statement, was $215 05, or 69 cents per day. 

This, however, is without allowing any thing for the use 
of the iron mines, which were purchased at a considerable 
cost above what the premises would have cost without them. 

Notwithstanding the above statements, which are carefully 
made from the documents of the Prison in regard to the 
earnings of the convicts, the agent states that $12,000 were 
appropriated last year by the legislature, for general support, 
and $8000 were appropriated to pay the debts of the Prison, 
which had accrued previous to Oct 1, 1850. Of the latter 
appropriation! i. e., $8000, $5000 remain in the treasury 
undrawn. 

The estimated appropriation required for the ensuing year 
will be, according to the agent's report, for the indebtedness, 
$12,000; for current expenses and support for the year, 
$13,000. Total appropriation required, $25,000. 

The agent also asks for an appropriation of $20,000, for 
the erection of a blast furnace for the manufacture of pig 
iron. 

The expenses of the Clinton Prison last year were as fol- 
lows, and for the purposes mentioned: — 

Buildings and repairs, 
Stock and tools, . . . 

Rations, 

Clothing and bedding, 
Fuel and lights, . . 
Hospital and medicines, 
Discharge of convicts. 
Postage, printing, &c.. 
Salaries of officers, 
Pay of guards, . . . 

The receipts of the Prison, and from the sources specified, 
were as follows: — 

Cash received from state treasurer, being the balance in 

his hands of appropriation of $20,000 for 1850, . $1,500 00 
Cash received from state treasurer, being the amount of 

appropriation of 1851, 12,000 00 

Cash received for sundries, 

" from machine shop, . . . • 

" from visitors, 

" from convicts' deposits, . . . 

" froni Averill mine and state ore, 

** from interest account, . . . 
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Teams and keeping 


, $653 86 


226 01 


Expenses of agent. 


145 97 


2,152 97 


Storage, &c., . . 


186 62 


1,487 64 


Miscellaneous, . 


675 22 


13 25 


Machinery, . . 


866 86 


19 71 


Averill mine, . , 


973 12 


284 16 


Plank road, . . , 


4,787 14 


146 39 


Saw mill and logs, , 


550 15 


5,246 72 
6,830 41 






• 


$25,958 13 



1,181 36 


554 84 


107 75 


17 83 


10,495 32 


7 OQt 


$25,864 10a 



712 PRISON DISCIPLINE SOCIETY* 62 

In the report of the physician of this Prison there is a par- 
agraph on the health of the institution, consequent, in bis 
view, upon its locality and management, which is worthy of 
particular consideration. No death had occurred during the 
year. The whole number treated in the hospital was 22, 
of whom 19 were discharged cured or much improved; 
remaining 3, of whom one was insane, and had been in a 
greater or less degree from his reception in the Prison, and is 
regarded as no longer a fit subject of Prison discipline, and 
should immediately be removed to the State Lunatic Asylum. 

The physician says, — 

"Since the date of my report of Dec. 1, 1650, this Prison has 
enjoyed a state of health highly commending both the location of the 
institution and kind of labor required of its inmates. Some of the 
advantages possessed by this over many other similar institutions are, 
that while their inmates are subjected to confined positions, and the 
depressing influence of unwholesome air in crowded shops, in this, 
the difierent branches of business are such as require the active exer- 
cise of every muscle, while at the same time the system is invigorat- 
ed by the free, uncontaminated air of the mountain. That the bene- 
ficial result consequent upon these circumstances may not be counter- 
acted during the hours that the men are necessarily confined in cells, 
the most rigid regulations in regard to cleanliness and ventilation are 
enforced. Especial care is taken, during our inclement winter, that 
the clothing is sufficiently warm, and the diet nutritious ; hence 
the mass enjoy a condition of health and vigor rendering tllem com- 
paratively content, and easily controlled, and eminently fitted for the 
accomplishment of the great object of their confinement — intellectual, 
moral, and religious improvement." 

The chaplain's course of duty, and the results of his obser- 
vation in the Clinton Prison, are indicated in the following 
extracts from his report : — 

" Since my connection with the institution, the conduct of the con- 
victs, so far as it has been the subject of my personal observation, has 

been orderly and peaceful In my intercourse with them in the 

performance of my duty, I have been uniformly treated with respect. I 
have met with only one instance of open and avowed infidelity and 
hostility to the interesting truths of revelation in general, and of Chris- 
tianity in particular. .... A small number profess to receive the 
solemn and all-important truths of our divine religion, while a larger 

number appear to be more or less interested in them In my 

visits to them in their cells for conversation, on the afternoon of Sun- 
day, I find many of them occupied in reading the Bible, and such re- 
ligious and useful books as the library contains From the day 

I commenced my duties as chaplain to the present time, divine service 
has been conducted in the chapel regularly every Sunday morning, 
lind a discourse addressed to the convicts, and the same also on the 
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morning of the day appointed by his excellency the governor as a 
day of thanksgiving to Almighty God, for the fruits of the earth and 
other blessings of his merciful providence The divine bless- 
ing has been invoked daily, when all are assembled in the dining hall 
for the repast at noon. The convicts have been visited in their cells 

every Sunday, in the afternoon With a few exceptions, I 

have visited them every evening of the week The hospital 

has been visited every day Each convict is allowed the 

privilege of selecting two books for reading during the week 

The conducting the correspondence of the convicts is a laborious, as 
also a very responsible duty From the statistics accompa- 
nying this report, the lamentable fact is forced upon one^s attention, 
that much of the crime that pervades our country is attributable to 
the intemperate use of spirituous liquors, and the neglect of early 

instruction and religious education I cannot conclude this 

report without bearing my testimony to the humanity with which 
the unfortunate inmates of this institution have been uniformly treated 
since I became connected with it.'' 

The school teacher's report shows the value and impor- 
tance of his services in this Prison. He says, — 

^^ I have had charge of the school in this Prison since July last, 
during which time 48 convicts have been under instruction, 5 of 
whom have been discharged, leaving 43 under instruction at this 
time, and employed as follows : In reading and spelling, 6 ; spelling 
alone, 2 ; reading alone, 11 ; arithmetic, 20 ; writing, 2 ; geography, 
1 ; grammar, 1 — total, 43. 

*^ As a general thing, I find that these men evince a strong desire 
to learn, and apply themselves to their studies with an earnestness 
that is truly commendable, and they progress in a manner that is 
gratifying to themselves and to me. There are some instances of 
men who have been here but two years who now read quite fluently, 
although they did not know the alphabet when received. 

''Necessity compels me to teach them separately at their cell 
doors. I am of the opinion that if I could take them out in classes 
they would receive much more benefit from my instruction." 



REPORT of THE SELECT COMMITTEE OF THE ASSEMBLY OF 1851, ON 
ALL THE STATE PRISONS OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK. 

This is legislative document, No. 20, from the Assembly, 
dated January 7, 1852. It is a handsome octavo pamphlet 
of 256 pages. 

In the first part is the report of the committee of five, cov- 
ering 65 pages. From this we have already made a valuable 
extract concerning the evil arising in a State Prison, from the 
frequent changes of the principal officers consequent upon 
the frequent changes in. politics. 

HHH2 
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The second part is a letter of twenty-five pages, from one 
of the late physicians of the Auburn State Prison. From 
this letter we propose to make an extract, giving his descrip- 
tion of the several modes of punishment which have been 
used, and are, to some extent, still used, in the State Prisons 
in New York. 

In the appendix to this report is a large amount of infor- 
mation, gathered by the committee in detail, concerning the 
three State Prisons in New York, — Clinton, Auburn, and 
Sing Sing. This mass of information makes the remainder 
of the pamphlet, 166 pages octavo. 

The views of the committee concerning the Clinton Prison 
are thus expressed : — 

" In regard to the Clinton Prison, its finances and its prospects, the 
committee hardly feel competent to decide upon the best plan to be 
pursued. If the Prison is to be abandoned, the sooner it is done the 
better." 

*^ Since the first establishment of this Prison, $309,000 have been 
appropriated to its use from the state treasury, while its earnings 
have scarcely exceeded one tenth of that sum. Or, in other words, 
its average annual receipts from the treasury have been $38,625, and 
from all other sources $4350." 

The views of the committee concerning the Female Prison 
at Sing Sing, are thus expressed : — 

" Of the female Prison at Sing Sing the committee have little to say, 

except in commendation The general management, under 

the present capable matron, is both mild and efficient, and a spirit of 
contentment and order seems to prevail among all the inmates." 

The general conclusions to which this committee arrive, 
summarily expressed, are twelve in number, as follows : — 

" 1. That a great majority of the convicts are susceptible of being 
influenced by the same good motives and impulses which influence 
other men, and therefore that a system based upon reason and kind- 
ness, tending to inspire feelings of self-respect, hopefulness, and peni- 
tence, ought to be adopted in all our Prisons, so far as is practicable 
without impairing the deterring character essential to any system of 
punishment. 

" 2. That the rations of the prisoners should invariably be such as 
are, in the opinion of the physician, entirely consistent with good 
health. 

" 3. That a sufficiency of pure air at all times, and of artificial 
warmth in cold or damp weather, should be introduced into the cells 
and the workshops of the Prisons ; and that the means of lighting 
every cell, except those used for punishment, should be provided al 
each Prison, so that no prisoner may be lef^ in darkness for more 
than the maximum time required for ^eep. 
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**• 4. That the use of the yoke ' and shower bath should be discon- 
tinued, and separate confinement at hard labor, and other privdtions, 
substituted as means of punishment and discipline. 

'^ 5. That all punishments for breaches of discipline in the Prisoi^ 
should be inflicted under the direction and supervision of the warden, 
and by some officer unconcerned in the offence. 

^' 6. That some systematic aid and encouragement should be af- 
forded to discharged convicts by the state. 

^' 7. That a rigid and thorough examination of the Prisons should 
be made, annually, under the appointment and direction of the legis- 
lature. 

'^ 8. That the annual reports of the inspectors should exhibit not 
only the cash receipts and expenditures of each Prison, but every 
debt incurred and credit allowed by the several agents. 

''*' 9. That the government of the Prisons should be entirely divests 
ed of the influence of party politics. 

^ 10. That the number of prisoners at Auburn and Sing Sing 
should be diminished, by increasing the number to be sent to the 
Clinton Prison. 

** 11. That the length of sentences, especially for first oflences, 
should be lessened. 

^' 12. That the government and condition of our County Jails and 
Penitentiaries should be thoroughly investigated and reformed. 

'^ George Underwood, Charles C. Severance, Alexander Gra- 
ham, John H. Wooster, George E. Bakbr.'^ 

This report, with the appendix, contains a vast amount of 
valuable information. 

Shower Bath, 

The late physician thus describes the shower bath : — 

^^ The form of the machine is that of the common stocks, with a 
reservoir of water above it, having a head of fiffy-four inches, meas- 
uring from the surface of the water to the perforated plate at the end 
of the discharging tube. The offender, being stripped of his clothing, 
is placed in a sitting posture in the stocks, with feet and hands secure- 
ly fastened, and his head contained in a sort of hopper, the bottom of 
which encircles his neck so closely that the water will not run off as 
fast as it can be let on, the water being under the control of the keeper 
by means of a cord attached to a valve in the bottom of the reservoir. 
From the perforated plate the water falls about eighteen inches^ when 
it strikes the head of the . convict, immovably fixed, thence passing 
over the whole surface of the body. When the reservoir is full, the 
force of the blow upon the head is nearly equal to a column of water 
seventy-two inches in height. This force is somewhat reduced by 
the intervention of the perforated plate — a late modification in the 
instrument. 

^^ To the mechanic, who calculates the influence of mere matter 
upon matter, the power of this column of water must possess consid- 
erable importance. But to the physiologist, who can alone judge 

5 P* 
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with any degree of correctness of the influence of a stream, generally 
at 32*^ Fahrenheit, falling upon the head and thence covering the 
whole body, the suffering induced, and danger incurred, must appear 
momentous in the extreme. 

*' In an essay on the emloyment of water m surgery, by Alphonso 
Auguste Amussat, of Paris, translated by Prof. Frank H. H. Hamil- 
ton, Buffalo University, there are some applicable remarks relative to 
the physiological effects of water. 

" ' The application of cold water,' he sajrs, ' especially in winter, 
produces horripilations and shiverings, which continue more or less 
time. I have lately seen, in one of the hospitals of Paris, a man who 
.had his hand crushed. The surgeon, after having amputated two 
fingers, submitted the hand to continued irrigations of cold water. 
The patient assured me that during eight days he experienced con- 
stant chills, despite all the means employed to keep him warm. 

'^ ^ Sanson says he saw a female, with whom a superficial bura 
seemed to indicate cool applications, and who was seized with teta- 
nus soon after their use had been commenced. 

'^ ' Goursaud reports a case of Guyenot's, in which having been 
applied an hour or two upon a strangulated hernia, the hernia was 
not reduced, and the surgeon, obliged to resort to an operation, found 
the epiploon frozen. 

**• *' Who will affirm,' says Mr. Richet, * that the application of a 
powerful refrigerant upon a large surface will not, by repelling in- 
ward upon the viscera the blood which originally abounded in the 
diseased part,' (and I may add on the surface of the body,) ' occa- 
sion congestions, and give birth to those complications to which I 
have alluded ? The facts are every where to be seen, and the practi- 
tioner ought to profit by them.' 

^^^l have collected,' says Amussat,/ also, several cases of patients 
who, having been submitted to irrigations with cold water, have sud- 
denly died with some nervous malady.' 

'' These extracts are made to show how powerful and even danger* 
ous the effects of cold water upon the system are, even when em- 
ployed by the most experienced hands. 

'^ Most convicts have great dread of this mode of punishment, but 
as the emotion of fear to the unreflecting mind presents little or no 
barrier to the commission of crimes having their origin in the emo- 
tions, it does not prevent a violation of rules which are in opposition 
to the instincts ; still, when the offender sees the penalty with no 
hope lof escape, this most depressing of the passions augments the 
danger to which he is about to be exposed. This psychological effect 
is so great upon some individuals ' before entering the stocks, and a 
palor so deathlike is induced, that the officer on duty dares not sub- 
ject the offender to this ordeal. I have, in one instance, heard the 
convict solemnly implore his keeper not to make him an insane man. 
Who is able to comprehend the condition of mind under such cir- 
cumstances ? 

'^ To illustrate the effects of this mode of pumsfament, I will cite a 
few instances. 
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*' Convict number 5066, aged about thirty years, of sanguine ner- 
vous temperament, was brought to the hospital in a perfectly uncon- 
scious state, and with convulsive twitchings of the muscles. His 
mouth filled with frothy saliva, no perceptible pulsations in the radial 
artery, but little external heat, and very imperfect respiration. He 
had been showered, as I was credibly informed, with about two 
pails of cold water. His body was rubbed with stimulants and 
warmly covered with blankets. In about two hours deglutition was 
partly restored, when brandy and other stimulants were adminis- 
tered. In four hours after entering the hospital his consciousness 
returned. 

'^ This individual was so nearly destroyed that he had passed into 
that calm, quiet, mental state that immediately precedes death by 
drowning. He said that at last he had the delightful sensation of 
sailing, and then it was all over. He sufiered from cramps in his 
lower extremities for about three months after. 

^^ In this case the entire inability of the keeper to judge of the 
potency of the punishment was peculiarly manifest. The convict, 
who was in good health and spirits, presented to him no objection to 
its application. In matters within his comprehension, this keeper 
had good judgment, and withal was of a humane disposition, but of 
either the temperament or idiosyncrasy of the convict he knew nothing, 
and consequently was incapable of wielding judiciously a means so 
powerful. 

^' In my presence, convict number 5458 was showered with one 
and a half barrels of water. During the operation the muscles of the 
chest and abdomen were severally exercised. When taken out of the 
stocks, his skin was cold and shrivelled ; there was no perceptible 
pulsation in the temporal or radial arteries, and he complained of 
severe cephalgia. He was showered as long as the officer on duty 
dared to continue it. He made no acknowledgment of his fault, and 
Id my opinion would not have concluded to do so until it was too late 
to be able to accomplish it This convict possessed a nervous bilious 
temperament, which is known to resist to the utmost every means 
employed to render its possessor subservient to the will of others. 

'' In this instance the keeper did not desist from any unfavorable 
appearances, but because, as he remarked, he had applied as much 
water as he thought safe. To the physiologist, however, the physical 
condition thus induced must appear to be of the most serious char- 
acter. Had the punishment been continued much longer, there 
would, in all probability, have resulted organic lesion from internal 
congestion. 

" Convict number 5507 was showered with two and a half barrels 
of water. This punishment I did not witness, but from the observa- 
tion of the keeper, that * the water ran off him as it would from a 
duck without his feeling it,^ I was induced to interrogate the convict 
myself. To my inquiries, he replied that he would have died before 
acknowledging any thing. He said the water made his head ache ; 
that he felt cold, and that his flesh had the sensation of being asleep. 
His temperament was nervous bilious, the bilious predominating. 
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" Convict number 4565, aged 38 years, of sanguine nervous tem- 
peniment, and in good health, was showered with three pails of cold 
water. He was taken from the stocks in convulsions, which lasted 
some thirty minutes, when he was conveyed to the hospital. When 
I saw him, about an hour afterward, he had congestion of the brain, 
accompanied with severe cephalalgy ; was laboring under great de- 
rangement of mind, and recollected but little of what had transpired. 
He said he had been struck on his head, but there M*ere no external 
signs of violence. He was bled thirty ounces, and took a cathartic 
potion. The venesection partly relieved the pain, but not the de- 
rangement. The cathartic operated freely, and on the following 
morning his mind was apparently clear, but his head still ached. He 
said he felt as though his head was 'bound with a band of iron."* 
Under the use of blisters, after several days, the pain and constric- 
tion gradually subsided. 

" Convict number 4959 was showered previous to my connection 
with the Prison. He told me that while in the stocks ' his head ached 
as though it would certainly split open, when all at once it suddenly 
stopped, and he felt no more pain.' He came out of the stocks an 
insane man, hopelessly incurable, though at times he converses 
understanding^ about the punishment. 

" Convict number 5669 was showered with six pails of water, dis- 
charged on his head in a half inch stream. Shortly after he fell 
into convulsions, from which he emerged with a mind totally defstroyed. 
He was pardoned in about three months afterwards, and a report sub- 
sequently reached the Prison that he did not long survive the injury. 
This occurred previous to my connection with the Prison. 

" Convict number 5446, 17 years old, and of lymphatic temperament, 
was showered with three barrels of water, but with little or no effect, 
as he himself told me, which shows how useless it is, as a means of 
punishment, in some cases. 

*' The instances I have selected for your reflection are the extremes, 
— not of every day occurrence, — but nevertheless they go to show 
how inappropriate it is to place this punishment in hands totally inad- 
equate to comprehend its power. 

" The frequent repetition of the shower bath, — I was informed by an 
officer who for several years had acquired more information in regard 
to its effects, from personal observation, than any other individual in 
the Prison, — renders the convict less able to resist its influence, and 
that after several applications it required greater caution in its use.'* 

The Yoke. 

" The yoke is formed of a flat bar of iron four or five inches wide, 
and from five to six feet in length, with a movable staple in the cen- 
tre to encircle the neck, and a smaller one at each end to surround 
the wrists. All these staples are so arranged, that by turning screws 
pn their protruding ends, on the back of the iron bar, they can be 
tightened to any degree deemed expedient. The weight of the light* 
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est yoke is thirty-four pounds avoirdupois, and some of them I believe 
weigh forty. 

*' The principal objection to this punishment is, that the yoke bears 
too heavily on the cervical vertebra. Most persons are aware of the 
unpleasant, and, in fact, insupportable sensation produced even by the 
weight of the unbuttoned coat and vest pressing upon the back of the 
neck. Under the weight of this instrument the convict cannot retain 
the erect posture for even a few minutes consecutively, but is forced 
to bend forward in his continual writhing, which brings the entire 
weight of the bar upon the lower cervical vertebra. The arms are 
generally stretched to their full length, and from steady tension of the 
nerves are benumbed, while the hands turn purple, and at times 
become much swollen. In several instances I have placed my fingers 
beneath the yoke, and found the pressure so great that it was actually 
painful to me. 

'^ It is surprising to see how dissimilarly different individuals are 
affected by this punishment. There are those who, from their strong 
physical conformation, one would suppose capable of enduring its 
application for the longest periods, but sixty and even thirty minutes 
will often subdue them. They are generally of sanguine tempera- 
ment, and readily succumb. These convicts are the least liable to be 
injured, because repentance for past offences and- promises of good 
conduct for the future, accord more with their dispositions than to 
show, merely for the sake of showing, great powers of endurance. 
The average time of wearing the yoke I think is about two hours. 

^^ The circumstances under which this punishment occurs are de- 
rogatory to the discipline of the Prison, as well as injurious to the 
health of the convicts. While wearing the yoke, the culprit is the 
butt, through the sly jeers and unfeeling taunts, of his fellow-convicts ; 
and on this account it is often injuriously and unnecessarily worn, to 
show them of what stuff he is made. Their strained and inflamed 
muscles, and swelled and inflamed skin of neck, breast, and arms, 
often require medical treatment and rest from labor. 

" The severity of this punishment, when it falls upon a convict of 
indomitable determination, with powerful physical organization, and 
under the influence of excited passion, was sadly portrayed in the 
case of convict number 5904. This convict wore the yoke for six 
hours and twenty minutes. His peussions were so excessively excited 
that he made no acknowledgment, or promises for the future, but 
breathed forth vengeance against his keepers, to be gratified in their 
destruction at the first convenient opportunity. The yoke was taken 
off, and he sent to the dungeon until the next morning, when he was 
brought to the hospital. His face and eyes were inflamed ; the skin 
of the chest and abdomen mottled, inflamed, and excessively tender 
to the touch ; pulse sixty ; tongue slightly coated ; no appetite ; sight 
very feeble ; hearing acute ; intellect so deranged that he apparently 
remembered nothing of what had passed ; said he had eat his break- 
fast, which was not the fact ; and said that nothing ailed him. Oc- 
casionally his countenance expressed great emotion, almost bursting 
into tears, but it was only momentary. To relieve the heat of the 
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head, cold water was applied to the scalp. This, however, was soon 
relinquished, for on every application he declared that it scalded his 
head ; so much were the sensations deranged." 

7%e Dungeon. 

^ The dungeon, as a means of discipline, is inefficient and expen* 
sive. It is inefficient, because, unless excessively administered, the 
convict cares but little about it ; and it is expensive, because the 
labor of the prisoner is lost to the state. The convicts are often shut 
in them for many days together. In fact it sometimes happens that 
all division of time is lost — day and night being absolutely confound- 
ed, and to them the actual duration of confinement lost. This is often 
a trial of eadurance on the part of the convict to retaliate upon the 
keeper under whose charge he is, or upon the contractor for whom 
he labors. I have known one convict hold out so long that his 
countenance became bloodless, and his body wasted almost to a skel- 
etoaform." 

ALBANY COTTNTT PENITENTIARY, NEW YORK. 

The third report of this institution is a remarkably well 
printed octavo, pamphlet, of 43 pa^es. The paper, and type, 
and frontispiece, — a steel plate of the building, — are a good 
model for an annual report of similar institutions. It is a 
document of equal or superior value to the report of the same 
institution for 1850, which we printed entire in the last report 
of this Society. That which renders these reports particularly 
important is, that they relate to an institution called a Coun- 
ty Prison, which is in fact a District Prison, designed partic- 
ularly for a class of offenders, on short sentences, whom the 
warden, after building the institution, has succeeded in treat- 
ing more successfully than the same class within our knowl- 
edge has ever before been treated. 

The statistics of the number of prisoners, their nativity, 
habits, education, age, crime, terms of sentence, and employ- 
ment, were as follows : — 

"Number of prisoners in confinement, Oct. 31, 1850, 147; re- 
ceived from Nov. 1, 1850, to Oct. 31, 1851, inclusive, 627 ; whole 
number of prisoners in confinement during the year, 774 ; dis- 
charged by court and magistrates, 26 ; discharged by governor, (par- 
doned,) 13 ; discharged by payment of fines to the justices or here, 
32 ; died, 5 ; escaped while at work on the grounds, outside, 1 ; sent 
to the Almshouse, 1 ; sent to the Lunatic Asylum, 1 ; discharged by 
expiration of sentence, 520 — 599. Leaving in confinement, Oct. 
31, 1851, 175. 

" Of the above number received, there were males, 443 ; of the above 
number received, there were females, 184 — 627. Of the number in 
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confinement, Oct. 31, 1851, there were males, 115 ; of the number 
in confinement, Oct. 31, 1851, there were females, 60 — 175.^' 

Their nativity was, United States, 270; Ireland, 275 
Germany 22; Canada, 21; England, 21; Scotland, 10 
France, 8. Their habits were, addicted to intemperance, 562 
not adicted to intemperance, 65. Their education, could 
read and write, 277 ; could read only, 165 ; could not read or 
write, 185. 

The terms of sentence were, for 12 months, 4 ; for over 12 
months, 2 ; for under 12 months, and more than 6 months, 7 ; 
for 6 months, 218 ; for 3 months, 182 ; for from 30 to 60 days, 
183; for less than 30 days, 58; — total 627. Only 6 for 
twelve months and over, out of the whole number, leaving 
621 for less than one year. 

The age of those committed was, under 20 years, 97 — 
making it quite a house of refuge for minors; from 20 to 
30 years, 214 ; over 30 years, 316. The crimes for which 
they were committed were, vagrancy, 161 ; petit larceny, 156 ; 
assault and battery, 100 ; disorderly conduct, 134 ; breach of 
the peace, 29; assault of an ofEcer, 12; misdemeanor, 13; 
other minor offences, 22. 

The employment was, of 115 male prisoners, making cane 
chair seats, 48 ; covering demijohns, 26 ; wood work, 13 ; 
shoemaking, 8 ; waiters and barbers, 3 ; insane and invalid, 4 ; 
grading land, and other out door work, 13. The employment 
of 60 female prisoners was, making cane chair seats, 31 ; 
making and mending clothes for prisoners, 11 ; waiting and 
cleaning, 4; invalid 3; working in the kitchen, cooking, 
washing, and ironing for the whole establishment, 11. To- 
tal male prisoners, 115 ; females, 60 — 175. 

After a full consideration of these statistics, showing the 
large number of prisoners committed to this Prison in the 
course of one year, the miserably low vices and crimes for 
which they were committed, the very short term of time for 
which they were committed, the large proportion of ignorant 
and intemperate persons, it is encouraging to know what 
results have followed the treatment adopted; — how simple 
the means used to accomplish such important ends ; and how 
satisfactory to the good people of Albany and vicinity is the 
history of this institution. 

The inspectors bear their testimony as follows : — 

" The residents of this county, prior to the erection of the institu- 
tion with which the undersigned are associated, were grievously bur- 
dened in supporting crime. As the prisoners in the Jail were unem- 
ployed, the entire cost of its maintenance devolved upon the county 
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treasury. This might have heen home had it not heen for other cir« 
cumstances. But its condition and laxness of discipline, the idea that 
it was inadequate to the task of keeping crime under, which was con- 
stantly on the increase ; such considerations stirred some active citi- 
zens to move in the matter of a Penitentiary. It was built. And its 
influence has been such, that had it been to this day a drawback oa 
the county treasury, it would have been justly an object of admiration 
to every reasonable tax payer. But it is not presented in the aspect 
of dependency. By referring to the last report of the inspectors, it 
will be seen, that for the year 1850 it paid its way within $450 91. 
And the undersigned take great pleasure in saying that for the year 
ending on the dlst of last October, its receipts exceeded its disburse- 
ments to the amount of $1013 07. This fact challenges admiration ; 
and more than this, a competitor. It has achieved this pecuniary tri- 
umph, though 365 out of 627 prisoners committed during the year 
were sentenced for periods that exceeded not three months ; and out 
of the 365 above mentioned, the imprisonment of 159 varied from 30 
to 60 days, and that of 24 for terms less than 30 days. The ques- 
tion may well be asked. Where is the Prison to be found that has 
worked out, under similar circumstances, so curious and interesting 
an arithmetical problem ? The mere profitableness of Prisons, un- 
coupled with any remedial results of a satisfactory character, would 
indeed be a poor argument in their behalf. But when one like the 
Albany County Penitentiary, has proved itself eminently successful in 
reference to discipline, it were no arrogance to dwell with feelings of 
pride on its prosperity, considered in a mere pecuniary light." 

And the public bear their testimoDy, in the transactions of 
a public meeting. 

" At a joint meeting of the board of supervisors of the county of 
Albany, and the mayor and recorder of the city of Albany, held 
Dec. 2, 1851, under and in pursuance of the act, entitled, ^An 
Act for the construction of a Penitentiary, 6ec., in the county of 
Albany,* passed April 13, 1844, his honor, Mayor Perry, chairman, 
and the recorder, D. Wright, secretary, — 

'^ The inspectors of the Penitentiary presented their third annual 
report, accompanied by the several reports of the superintendent, 
physician, and chaplain of the Penitentiary, which were read. 

" On motion of Recorder Wright, the following resolutions were 
adopted ; — 

" Resolved^ That the members of this joint meeting hereby ex- 
press their full satisfaction with the institution of the Penitentiary, its 
objects, management, and results, and that they behold with surprise 
and admiration the remarkable and beneficial ef!ect9 of a system so 
superior in its moral influence and pecuniary consequences to that 
which preceded it, and which it has superseded — results which, 
although anticipated, were yet uncertain, but now triumphantly real- 
ized ; and they congratulate the founders and advocates of the project 
on the fulfilment of their expectations, and on the complete success 
of the enterprise. 
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^^ Resohedy That the thanks of the memhers of this joint meeting 
are respectfully tendered to the inspectors of the Penitentiary for the 
zeal they have manifested, and for their gratuitous services; andi 
more particularly for the reason that among them are recognized the 
projectors and first advocates and friends of the Penitentiary plan, 
who, under many discouraging circumstances, pledged their exertions 
for the ultimate success of a self-supporting institution of this charac« 
ter, and which has now been so happily realized. 

'^ Resolved, That to Amos Pilsbuiy, Esq., the superintendent of the 
Albany County Penitentiary, belongs the honor and credit of having 
achieved practical results, which, considering the class and the char- 
acter of the inmates of our Penitentiary, has, it is believed, never 
before been equalled in this or any other country, and that for his 
invaluable qualities and services as chief officer and head of the in- 
stitution, the thanks of the members of this joint meeting are emi- 
nently due and are hereby tendered/' 

To the employment, the supervision, and the discipline, aa 
carried into effect by the superintendent, have been added the 
faithful and well-adapted instructions of the religious teacher. 
The chaplain says, — 

" To the bosom of many a young man, who had never valued the 
blessings of family and home, have they carried the solemn admoni- 
tion and warning. For it was in sundering the ties of friendship, and 
recklessly violating the sacred bonds that unite the interests of house- 
hold and kindred, that their downward career and their troubles and 
sorrows first began." 

" The great principles on which all order, happiness, and useful- 
ness depend, are seldom discussed in the circles from which the crim- 
inal comes ; and being little understood, how could they be regarded, 
and their legitimate bearing upon the conduct and character of men 
seen and felt ? In nine cases out of ten, the evil deeds of these men 
may easily be traced to the neglect of the needful discipline in their 
childhood, the conditions of which are so certain to graduate the 
attainments and standing of riper years. 

" The work of the religious teacher, therefore, must consist mainly 
in efforts to remove false and destructive views, before he proceeds to 
establish the true ideas of life and duty. At least, your chaplain has 
gone forth with this conviction." 

" The Scriptures, which they are exhorted to read daily, have been 
the means of light and knowledge to some who were previously deep- 
ly ignorant of its doctrines, having never attended, for any considera- 
ble time, upon the ordinances of the sanctuary." 

Both the chaplain and physician bear testimony to the 
health of the institution, and no one says any thing about 
punishment for misdemeanor. Punishment is the strange 
work of this admirable institution. 
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Of the health, the chaplain says, — 

^^ In respect to the health of the prisoners, it is due from the chap- 
lain to notice, with special thanksgiving to God, that good providence 
by which this blessing has been bestowed, in a remarkable degree, 
upon all. With scarcely an exception, health has been enjoyed in 
a large measure. The attentions paid to this particular department 
have surely been crowned with signal success, and demand our 
grateful recognition of the hand of Divine Providence; while we 
cheerfully award due praise to those to whom is confided the man- 
agement of the entire affairs of the institution." 

The physician, Dr. Staats, says,— -and what he says in the 
few lines below comprehends, and is all he has occasion to 
say, concerning his department for a whole year, in an insti* 
tution which has received 627 persons daring the year,-^ 
vagrant, quarrelsome, drunken, disorderly, mischievous, mali« 
cious, violent, and dangerous disturbers of the peace, in the 
county of Albany, and the neighboring counties of that great 
thoroughfare in the State of New York. Of course it will be 
borne in mind that all these good results have been purchased 
and paid for, and a surplus left remaining over and above the 
whole expense, to the credit of the prisoners' earnings, of 
01013 07. This has already been proved from the testimony 
of the inspectors. And now the physician says, — and re- 
member that it is all he says,-— concerning the health, — 

" The health of the inmates for the last year has been unusually 
good. With the exception of ship fever, they have been entirely 
exempt from any contagious or epidemic disorders. Ship fever com- 
menced there on the 25th of May, and ended on the 22d of June, 
during which time there were eleven cases and three deaths. I at- 
tribute the short duration of the fever mainly to energetic and prompt 
measures adopted by the superintendent in removing the sick from 
the well immediately on the appearance of disease, together with the 
clean, wholesome food and raiment of the prisoners generally. The 
next most formidable disease we have had there is that baneful 
disease of all diseases, delirium tremens ; there have been eleven 
cases during the year — which is one half less than last year •. — and 
but one death. There was also one death from convulsions, which 
took place immediately on the arrival of the prisoner, and before 
medical aid could be sent for. Much praise is due to the superin* 
tendent, and those under his direction, for the kind and prompt atten- 
tion paid to the sick of the Penitentiary during their sickness." 

NEW JERSEY. 
STATE PRISON IN NEW JERSEY. 

The Annual Report of the State Prison in New Jersey is 
a neatly printed legislative document, of 47 pages, octavo* 
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It contains the reports of a joint committee of both branches 
of the legislature, of the inspectors, keeper, moral instractor, 
and physician. 

The statistics of the institution are as follows : — 

" On the 31st day of December, 1850, there were in the Prison 
210 convicts, and from that time to the 31st day of December, 1851, 
there were received 122 — making 332. Of these there have been 
discharged, during the same period, 80 upon the expiration of their 
sentences, 41 by pardon granted by the pardoning power, 3 by death, 
and 1 escape ; making, altogether, 125 — thereby leaving in confine* 
ment, on the 31st day of December, 1851,207 prisoners.^'' 

The terms of sentence were, from 10 to 20 years, inclusive, 
27 ; for 5 and less than 10 years, 61 ; for 3 and less than 5 
years, 43 ; for two and less than 3 years, 44 ; for 1 and less 
than 2 years, 37 ; for less than 1 year, 7. 

The time when received, only 1 as early as 1841, 1 in 
1844, 2 in 1846, 7 in 1847, and since 1847, 196; from which 
it may be inferred how few who are sentenced on long terms 
of time are left to fulfil their term of sentence. 

The crimes for which they were committed were, for as- 
sault and battery, 17 ; assault to commit rape, 7 ; assault to 
rob, or kill, 11 ; various assaults, 3 ; attempt to poison, 1 ; vari« 
ous forms of burglary, 21 ; breaking in and larceny, and grand 
larceny, 34 ; burning barn, 1 ; forgery, 5 ;' horse stealing, 3 j 
keeping disorderly house, 2 ; larceny and misdemeanor, 59 ; 
misdemeanor and grand larceny, 3 ; manslaughter, 5 ; murder 
in the second degree, 9 ; obtaining goods on false pretences^ 
1 ; passing counterfeit bank notes, 3 ; rape^ 11 ; riot, 2 ; rob- 
bery 8 ; sodomy, 1. 

The age when received was, from 10 to 20 years, 48 ; from 
20 to 30, 92 ; from 30 to 40, 82 ; from 40 to 50, 24; from 50 
to 80, 11. 

The nativity was, from New Jersey, 92 ; from New York, 
23; from Pennsylvania, 23; from Ireland, 26; from Ger- 
many, 13 ; from England 9 ; from United States other than 
those mentioned, 14 ; from other foreign countries than those 
mentioned, 6. 

On first offence, 176 ; second offence, 23 ; third offence, 6 ; 
on fourth offence, 3. 

The color is, white males, 146 ; white females, 3 ; colored 
males, 51 ; colored females, 7. 

Good education^ 9 ; could read and write, 48 ; could read 
but not write, 31; could neither read nor write, 34; *-r totals 
122; which was the number received last year. 

Ctf those received last year, tbere were married, 46 ; Hn- 
marmdf 76« Of these^ 92 were white, and 30 were eolomL > 

III 2 
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The finances of the Prison, earnings and expenses, loss and 
gain, and means of supporting the institution, are carefully 
stated in the following extracts from the report of the joint 
committee of the legislature : -— 

" Between the 1st day of Jan. and the 6th of March, the balance 
against the Prison, exclusive of the amount paid at the treasury for 
salaries and repairs, was $1386 89. 

" Statement C shows the operations of the Prison from March 5 to 
Dec. 31, 1851. The profit shown on the several accounts, in the 
aggregate, between these periods, amounts to $8227 63, exclusive of 
moneys paid at the treasury for salaries or Prison repairs." 

^' In the foregoing statement, the amount paid for salaries to the 
keeper and his assistants, to the inspectors and moral instructor, 
and for repairs to the Prison, are not included. This is drawn from 
the state treasury by authority of law, and is not paid from the avails 
of the labor of prisoners. During the year ending on the 3l8t of 
Dec, there were, paid for these purposes, at the state treasury, 
$8871 20. Instead, therefore, of the State Prison producing a reve* 
nue, it shows a loss to the state of $2030 46." 

Some of the defects of the Prison, and the extraordinary 
circumstances of an escape of a convict, are stated by the 
inspectors. 

" A convict by the name of Edwin Holt, made his escape by taking 
a portion of the floor of his cell up, and excavating a hole to the 
foundation, say seven feet at least, then under the same, so up to the 
surface of the ground outside of his cell, then scaling the outside wall. 
It involved an amount of labor almost incredible." 

" The number of convicts is greater than the number of cells in the 

Prison We are obliged to put two prisoners oflen in one cell ; 

this evil is increasing. We earnestly recommend, therefore, the 
erection of another wing, to contain new cells, and provisions made 
for a hospital, which is really needed." 

'' The attention of the legislature is also called to the fact that 
there is no provision made by law for the cases of idiots and lunatics 
sent to the Prison, or becoming such after they are received. 

'^ A better arrangement for heating the south wing of the Prison is 
absolutely necessary for the comfort of the prisoners confined in it 
during cold weather." 

From the physician's report, a number of brief extracts 
show matters of important interest and bearing on the wel- 
fare of prisoners. 

*' There have been but three deaths. One lost his life from an 
attack of the erysipelas, succeeding an operation for strangulated 
hernia." 

^ This case would in all probability have resulted in a speedy and 
entire recovery, had we had an apartment, commodious and well 
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yentilated, in which to bare placed it. The operation was peffomied 
during the very hot weather in July, and although we put the patient 
in the lai^est and most airy cell in the building, it was very evident 
on entering, that ventilation was quite imperfect, especially so at night, 
when it was necessary to close Ihe door in order to secure the nurses. 
The case of this patient, I think, urgently suggests the necessity of a 
bospital apartment to which the seriously sick may be removed for 
treatment." 

*''' It is quite enervating to be confined in a narrow cell, where very 
little active exercise can be taken, and that cell kept at a temperature 
uncomfortably low. Such is the case in most of the cells in the south 
wing in very cold weather When you commenced your ad- 
ministration here, the cells were lighted with an inferior quality of 

oil, burned in smaM lamps Would it not be well to introduce 

^asi It would certainly add to the convenienee and health of the 
Prieon." 

The moral instructor's report contains a paragraph on con- 
ducting the correspondence of prisoners, which we extract, as 
important 

** I have continued to write letters to the friends of all such prison- 
ers as have desired it. .... In most cases these written expressions 
of afilection are met with a true and generous sympathy, — a sympa- 
thy most grateful in its relief to the troubled hearty and which gives 
the best encouragement to resolves for future well doing ; but in 
many instances I have observed what has seemed to me a heartless 
disregard of the prisoner's feelings. The answer to his message of 
affection is anxiously looked for day after day, but all in vain, and 
the conclusion is despairingly drawn, that for a solitary ofience pei^ 
haps, he is forsaken 1^ his family as well as by the world. Nothing 
is more wrong and condemnable than such neglect; nothing more 
adverse to the benevolent spirit of that conduct which nur holy Master 
has stamped with the sesd of his approbation, — Tl.was in prison, 
and ye came unto me.*^' 

The moral iastroctoi! also gives some interesting results in 
his department. 

' ^* One lumdred and twenty-ffte prisonen have been diachai^d dur- 
ing the year. Fourteen of these, at least, were pcofessing, though 
quietly and humbly, to be tmly and pmctically religious hi their prin- 
ciples and in their hopes, fos eternity Of the present nuinber 

in the Prison, there are about a dozen who plainly seem to be guided 

by the principles and inspired by the hopes of the gospel A 

few weeks since, a man who has been long in Prison, told me that h^ 
heard the two men on either side of him habitually, at morning and 
nig^t, engaged in their piuyers^ and that unlike any other neighbors ho 
had ever heard in Prison, they were sticking to it long and faithfully. 
.... A somewhat closer intercourse with the pra3ring neighbors, sat^ 
itde^ me ttiat the ' infbrmatlM waii perfecHy ce^ect; and that Aey 
were eiansMtiy akMng fWttfi on hif^iparden ttnd peaoe<^ 
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** One case only of the three (i. e., who died) aiflS>rded any good 
measure of pastoral satisfaction. From the first of the poor man's 
illness, he manifested an earnest and anxious desire to be rightly 
instructed' in the way of salvation ; he was gentle and patient, and to 
all appearance heartily resigned to the will of Heaven. His faith in 
his Redeemer seemed firm and warm, and in the clear consciousness 
that the time of his departure had come, he sunk down, and died in 
peace." 

PElilNSTLVANIA. 

The Twenty- Third Annual Report of the Eastern Peniten- 
tiary of Pennsylvania, in Philadelphia, a legislative document, 
presented in February, 1852, is a neatly printed octavo pam- 
phlet of 47 pages. It contains th^ reports of the inspectors^ 
warden, physician, and moral ins^tructor, together with copi- 
ous extracts in the warden's report from the school teacher's 
report. 

For statistical numbers, &c., we have the following : — 

'^ During the year, 147 prisoners have been received, and 136 dis- 
charged ; leaving in confinement, Dec. 31, 1851, 810 ; namely, 217 
white males, 15 white females; 71 colored males, and 7 colored 
females.'^ 

" Of the number discharged by expiration of sentence, 75 were 
white males, no females ; 17 colored males, and 3 colored females. 
By pardon, 29 white males, 1 white and 1 colored female, and 3 
colored males. Of those who died, 4 were white, and 3 were colored 
males.'' 

The nativity of 147 received last year was, from Pennsyl- 
vania, 66 ; other United States, 29 ; from Ireland, 23 ; other 
foreign countries, 30 ; — total, 147. 

The age was, 21 years and under, 27 ; 30 and over 20 
years, 70 ; 40 and over 30 years, 33 ; over 40 years, 17, 

The education was, couid read and write, 99 ; could read 
only, 31 ; illiterate, 17. 

!mtemperate to intoxicatioD, 67; moderate drinkers, 34; 
temperate, 46. 

• Apprenticed before committed, of those committed last 
year, and served until of age, 15 ; left employers before their 
tiiAe expired, 28 ; unappreqticed, 104. 

The crimes were, larceny, 68; horse stealing, 13; arson, 6 ; 
burglary, 5 ; highway robbery, 3 ; burglary and larceny, 6 ; 
rape, 2 ; assault with intent to commit rape, 2 ; assault to 
kill, 7 ; manslaughter, 6 ; murder in second degree, 6 ; other 
Qtimes, 9. 

First conviptiQ^^ 127 ; . second <;Qnvictiony 14;. third coavio* 
iion, 2 ; fourth ooaviotioa, 3 ; fifth coavictioD, 1 ; -r- totals 147* 
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The length of sentences of those committed last year was, 
for 1 year and under, 57 ; for 2 years and over 1 year, 38 ; for 
3 years and over 2 years, 27 ; for and over 3 years, 14 ; for 
12 and Qver 4 years, 11. 

In 22 years 2846 prisoners have been received into the 
Eastern Penitentiary, of whom 2290 have been discharged by 
expiration of sentence, pardon, and otherwise ; and of these 
discharged, 287 have been recommitted. 

Of the 2846 committed from the first opening of this insti* 
tution, 377 were pardoned, 223 died, and 4 committed suicide. 
Total who were pardoned, died, and committed suicide, 604 ; 
which is ' nearly one third as many as were discharged on 
expiration of sentence, and more than one fifth part of all 
committed. The cases of death and suicide alone were 227, 
which is more than one ninth as many as were discharged by 
expiration of sentence. ' 

The balance in pecuniary affairs against the institution, 
besides the salaries of officers, which were paid from the state 
treasury, was as follows: Amount expended for support, 
exclusive of salaries, for the year ending Dec. 31, 1851, 
$18,359 41 ; profit and loss $13,705 45. Balance against the 
institution, besides salaries, $4653 96. 

The warden says, the mental condition of five who were 
received last year was of an extremely doubtful character. 
In addition to those, there were nine others whose minds 
were so low as at once to be apparent. Of this class 
be says, they are very improper subjects for a separate sys- 
tem, at least under the present system of long sentences. 

"They do not possess a sufficient amount of mental energy to 
sustain them for any considerable length of time, under the depress- 
ing influences — to their weak intellects — of constant isolation." 

** These men, without the knowledge of any mechanical employ- 
ment, and incapacitated by nature from acquiring it, together with 
those who enter Prison with bodies enfeebled by their viqious 
lives, constitute the drones in all large establishments. Did .we 
possess a sufBcient space of ground within the walls to enable us 
to employ them in cultivating articles for the consumption of the 
house, they might be profitably employed ; but enclosing them con- 
tinually within the walls of a cell, and endeavoring to teach them that 
which they have no ability to learn, must ever be lost labor." (p* 11.) 

The common school teacher in this institution says, '< I have 
given instruction during the year to 178 prisoners. Of these, 
the majority of the indifferent readers improved much. About 
51 have improved mpch in writing ; in arithmetic nearly 60; 
have received instruction. On the whole they have advanced 
as rapidly as could be expected. The prisoners generally 
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have appredated my visits. I have bad on my regular list 
about 120, whom, witb few exceptions, I visited onee a 
week.'' 

The warden passes bigh approbation and praise on the 
services of the school teacher ; also on the benevolent ladies 
and gentlemen who have continued their voluntary service 
in the institution. He commends the general conduct of the 
prisoners; suggests again, as he has done before, that it is 
his earnest conviction that from 12 to 18 months ought rarely 
to be exceeded, in the case of young men on their first con- 
viction, unless there are circumstances of atrocity attending 
the commission of the crime ; he warns the public against 
the danger of fire in the Prison, consequent upon the build* 
ing up of the city in the neighborhood of the Prison, and the 
covering of nearly all the blocks of ceils, where the prisoners 
are confined, with cedar shingles. The inspectofs call atten- 
tion to the same danger. They ako appear to concur with 
the warden in regard to the length of sentences. 

In regard to suitable provision for insane prisoners, the 
warden says, — 

" By information derived from the public prints and other sources, 
the State Asylum at Harrisburg would appear to be designed as a 
hospital for the cure of the insane, to the exclusion of the hopeless 
sufferers from this distressing malady, who may offend against the 
laws — thereby leaving us still to be the recipients and guardians of 
these unhappy people. 

^' If such be the case, I would earnestly inqnire whether the sub- 
ject should not be at once so understood, and suitable arrangeraeDtB 
for their comfort and security be immediately made, under the sanction 
of legislative aid and authority.^* 

The inspectors respectfully suggest that the legislature pro- 
vide by law for the removal of insane prisQn«rs to the State 
Lunatic Hospital. 

They say also, *< It becomes our duty onoe more to ask at* 
tention to the dilapidated and decaying condition of some 
of the buildings belonging to the state, withia the waUs of the 
Penitentiary." 

They adhere to their previous opinion in favor of the 
system. 

The late physician. Dr. Given, after seven years' residence 
at the Eastern Penitentiary, has itetifed fipora it, and says, in 
his last reporti — 

•* Gentlemen : 'IV)-day, seven years, I entered on the duties of 
physician to the Eastern Siatie Penitentiary. Perhaps I cannot more 
appropriately terminate my official connection wiH\ the institution, 
thaa by statiQg my present opinion of the effects of its discipline on 
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the vanous classes of prisoners I have seen subjected to it ; and by 
giving a brief account of the hygienic measures which have been 
introduced by the inspectors during my resid^tce within its walls." 

'* That the past history of the institution reveals an undue amount 
of disease among its inmates, I freely admit ; but I feel confident that 
much of this evil was owing to hygienic defects, and an indiscrimi- 
nate application of its discipline. At the end of a seven years^ expe- 
rience, I have still unshaken confidence that a large majority of pris- 
oners can be subjected to the intelligent administration of the Penn- 
sylvania system for moderate periods, with entire safety to the health 
of both body and mind ; but the friends of penal reform should remain 
no longer blind to the momentous fact that a certain class of convicts 
cannot be placed under the usual isolation, without the greatest risk 

of insanity supervening In those of thoroughly sound and 

moderately educated minds, the development of insanity is compara- 
tively rare. This is an important distinction, as it warns us of the 
quarter whence most danger is to be apprehended, and affords am- 
ple time to take the necessary measures of precaution. In the 
Twenty-second Annual Report, I referred to a portion of them, and 
stated that ' in any separate Prison, where their peculiarities are not 
regarded, and in which suitable provision is not made for their treat- 
ment, there will be a development of insanity highly discreditable to 
its administration.' In truth, these men should be associated in work- 
shops during the day, under vigilant supervision, and many of them 
require laborious employment in the open air. This opinion of the 
necessity for modifying, to a certain extent, the Pennsylvania system, 
has not been hastily formed, or uttered without due consideration." 

*' A few years ago, the effects of our discipline on the health of 
those subjected to it were entirely unsuspected, its friends being so 
dazzled by its moral influences as to be totally blind to its physical 
and mental evils. A reaction in a contrary direction has now taken 
place, and I regret to hear the institution as blindly condemned as it 
was heretofore lauded Let me respectfully remind both par- 
ties, that the subject is one of the deepest interest to society, involv- 
ing the life and the reason, the reformation, and, it may be, tha 
eternal welfare of many of our fellow-men, and should not, therefore, 
be discussed in a partisan, but in a philosophic and Christian spirit ; 
weighing accurately all the facts, no matter how they tend, and giving 
to each its true value." 

*^ For my own part, I must again declare that I would earnestly 
regret the abandonment of the Pennsylvania system ; but on the other 
band, I would be equally sorry to advocate its indiscriminate applica- 
tion to all classes of convicts. It may be asked, Are the prisoners 
whom I would exempt- from the separate discipline fit subjects for 
penal restraint of any kind ? Should they not rather be placed under 
the care of a Lunatic Asylum ? To this I would reply, that, in many 
of them, the mental de^ciency is so slight as hardly to challenge 
casual observation, or to prevent them from following successfully the 
ordipary pursuits of life ; and to consider such men as irresponsible 
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for their crimes would be exempting from puoisbment a larger por« 
tioa of offenders than would be either safe or denrable. In truth, 
these men should be held responsible for their acts, and punished 
for them in proportion to their enormity ; but it would not be right 
to inflict on them a punishment worse than death, when, fcnr similar 
offences, their more vigorous-min<]led, and therefore moite culpable 
associates, would escape with CHily a temporary incarceration.'^ 

Two cases of mortality, consequent, in the opinion of the 
physician, upon hallucination and delusions, are thus notioed 
oy the physician in his final report : — 

*' Had not the hallucination of No. 2153 prevented him from ap- 
plying for relief in his first attack of pleurisy, he probably would now 
have been in good health ; and, even during his final illness, could he 
have been induced to take ordinary precaution, his life might have 
been indefinitely prolonged. Of No. 1978 it may also be truly said that 
his death was produced quite as much through insane delusions as in 
consequence of physical disease. 

** I may be asked, Why dwell upon the cases of Nos. 2153 and 1978 ? 
I have dwelt upon them in order to call attention to the fact that much 
of our mortality is composed of prisoners, who first go deranged, and 
then, like Baiazet, literally dash out their brains against the bars of 
their cage, when will this terrible cruelty end ? I had hoped that 
the remedy was at hand, but I regret to learn that the prospect of 
transferring our insane to the Sfate Asylum seems as yet far distant, 
In their behalf, however, I shall make a last appeal. In the name of 
justice and mercy, let it be no longer necessary for the friends of the 
institution to deplore, or in the power of its opponents to boast, that a 
number of helpless lunatics are immured within the cells of the East- 
em Penitentiary." 

The changes which have taken place under the adtniniatra* 
tion of the physician who has now. retired from the Eastern 
Penitentiary are stated numerically from 1 to 14 in his last 
report. We give very brief extracts, showing the leading 
points of improvement and change. 

^^ 1st, The erection of bath houses, wherein each prisoner 6an have 
a bath every two weeks^ or oftener, if necessary. 
^ ^^ 2d. The construction c^ a drying bouse. Thas is a most im- 
portant sanatory measure. 

'' 3d. A supply of flannel underclothes to every prssoner in the 
institution. 

^^ 4th. It is well known, that the subject of ventilation was formeriy 
so little attended to, that I doubt whether its iniportance was ever urged 
on the prisoners. 

^^ 5th. Until the early part of the past 3rear, cur supply of water did 
not admit of the flushing of the cess pipes oftener than twice, or, at 
the furthest, three times a week, and, until a few months eartier, the 
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coven of the sests mette so imperfect as to be unfit hr die purpose for 
which they were intended. 

" 6th. The practice of washing the cell floors once a week, when, 
occupied by the prisoners, despite many efibrts to suppress it, remained 
in vogue until the past year. 

" 7th. Aware of the importance of out-door exercise and employ* 
ment, Mr. Thompson commenced the cultivation of the hitherto 
useless spaces between the blocks, by the labor of the invalid pris- 
oners. This proved an opening wedge for the further extension of 
the measure. 

"8th. In the twenty-first annual report, I stated that a third of 
our prisoners were either entirely idle, or engaged at wool or oakum 
picking. I rejoice to say that fiAy-four of this class are now occupied 
at some branch of chair-seating, carpentering, or blacksmithing. 

" 9th. A very decided improvement ha4 been gradually effected in 
our dietary. 

" 10th. The abandonment of the old blocks, unless as temporary 
residences of the more turbulent insane. These cells, built at a 
period when less sound views of Prison economy prevailed than hap- 
pily are entertained at the present time, are dark, damp, and ^oomy 
in the extreme* 

" 1 1th. A decided diminution in the length of the sentences, owing 
to the judges haying become better informed of the nature aad sever- 
ity of the discipline^ 

^^ 12th. Formerly the furniture of the infirmary cells consisted of 
the common house bunk, a stool, and, in some of the cells, a small 
table. For these articles a regular bedstead, comfortable chairs, and 
suitable tables, have been substituted. There have been also added 
other articles necessary for a sick room. 

" 13th. The views which formerly prevailed rendered it so grave 
an offence for a prisoner to either whistle or sing, that those who 
attempted to indulge in it were liable to be punished by the privation 
of dinner for a Week. 

" 14th. But the most important improvement in the mental hygiene 
of the establishment is in the extent and character of the intercourse 
between the officers and their prisoners." 

The tabular Tiew of mortality, in 1851, shows 7 deaths, 
6 of whom were in good health on admission. And the 
tabular view of cases of insanity shows 8 cases in 1851 ; all 
men except 1 ; all in good health on admission but 2 ; all 
frcie from hereditary tendency to insanity but 2 : 5, however, 
had improved at the date oi the report ; 2 unimproved, and 
1 dead. ' 

The moral instructor's report furnishes some views of other 
Prisons, in comparison with the Eastern Penitentiary, which he 
says are the result of his own observation, which he may be 
glad to have communicated more extensively to the public, 

JJJ 
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that they may judge what allowance should be made for the 
Eastern Penitentiary. 

'^ Past observation of the Prisons in other states has forced the con- 
viction upon ray own mind, that the men committed to them are 
physically and mentally the best of their class ; men capable of doing 
the state some service ; while, the CouDty Prisons receive the infe- 
rior order of men, whose crimes are comparatively small, and who 
are of a lower character, subjects of the common vices of inten^per- 
ance and licentiousness, by which health is destroyed and reason im* 
paired. Certainly, no such distinction has yet been made in favor of 
the Eastern Penitentiary." 

Concerning the reformatory effects of the institution under 
his care, he says, — . 

" Since my connection with the institution, about eighteen or nine- 
teen hundred prisoners have left the Prison, and of these, one hundred 
and fifty have given proof of reformation. 

" It is due to truth to say that comparatively few of them have 
become pious ; some have given evidence of such a change by ap- 
propriate fruits, but the greater part may be considered as morally 
reformed. 

'' During the last three months, an influence of a promising kind 
has been manifested in the Prison. A considerable number have 
seemed to feel deeply the force of religious truth ; and the hope may 
be indulged that, like leaven, it may be extended, and turn many to 
righteousness." 

WESTEKN PENITENTIARY AT PITTSBUKG, PENN. 

The Annual Report of the Western Penitentiary is a very 
neatly printed octavo pamphlet of 24 pages, on beautiful paper 
and type, (If the same could be said of that published in 
Washington, D. C, by act of Congress, it would be better for 
the country.) It contains the reports of the inspectors, war- 
den, physician, and moral instructor. 

The statistics of the Prison for the last year were as fol- 
lows : Number at the commencement of the year, 134 ; re- 
ceived during the year, 110 ; discharged during the year, 46 ; 
pardoned, 19 ; died, 2 ; by habeas corpus^ 3 ; remaining at the 
close of the year, 174. 

White males, 147 ; white females, 3 ; colored males, ^ ; 
colored females, 1. 

Married, 113 ; unmarried, 61 ; — total, 174. 

Temperate, 7 ; moderate drinkers, 27 ; intemperate, 140. 

From 10 to 20 years of age, 26 ; from 20 to 30, 82 ; from 
30 to 40, 62 ; from 40 to 70, 14. 
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Before committed, bound and served time out, 40 ; bound, 
and run away from master, 99 ; never bound, 35. 

Of the whole number, 1. e., 1378, there have been discharged 
by expiration of sentence, 1005 ; pardoned, 281 ; died, 77 ; 
suicide, 1 ; escapes, 17 ; escaped and recommitted, 7 ; writ of 
error, 1 ; habeas corpus, 3. 

Of 174 now in Prison, 3 were for arson ; 10 for murder in 
second degree ; 85 for larceny ; 4 for forgery ; 10 for burglary ; 
20 for horse stealing and larceny; 6 for passing counterfeit 
money ; 1 for larceny and arson ; 5 for assault and battery 
with attempt to kill ; 3 for robbery ; 6 for rape ; and 20 for 
other crimes. 

Dr. Amount expended for subsistence, year 1851, Jll,577 81. 
Cr. By weaving, $1408 61 ; do. shoemaking, $5592 68 ; do. 
merchandise, $5098 83; do. tailoring, $229 23; — total, 
$12,329 35. 

In the above account of expenditure, the salary of officers, 
we suppose, as in former years, is paid from the treasury of 
the state, and not included here. 

The views of the inspectors of this Penitentiary concern- 
ing the system pursued, the necessity of enlargement^ and 
the principal cause of this necessity, and the evil which has 
arisen, and the means principally relied upon to arrest tbe 
increase of criminals, are stated as follows : — 

^*' In submitting this accouBt of their stewardship, they have the 
pleasure to renew to you the assurance of their unabated confidence 
in the Pennsylvania system of Prison discipline The war- 
den reminds us of the absolute necessity for another range of cells, 
in consequence of a greater number of convicts than we have ever 
had at any former period ; .... to be traced, above all, to the in* 
temperate use of intoxicating beverages^ that alKpervading destroyer 
of the peace and happiness of mankind. Upon the political sagacity 
of the General Assembly we rely to supply a remedy ; but while the 
pernicious evil exists, we must mourn over its appalling statistics, and 
enlarge the receptacles for its degraded devotees. In contravention 
of the spirit of the law, we have been compelled to duplicate the 
convicts in a number of the cells.'' 

^* Books, instruction, and, principally, that fountain of light, the Bible, 
taught and inculcated here, have arrested numbers in their progress 
on the broad avenue which leads to temporal and eternal perdition. 

From the warden's good and concise report we extract the 
following words : — 

** A very general state of good health has prevailed among the 
prisoners. Two deaths, only, have occurred in the Prison. 
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'^ The conduct of the prisonetB throughout the year baa been, in 
general, orderly and ouiet, with a aingle exception. 

'^ No case of insanity has occurred. 

** The increase of numbers is very discouraging. 

*' The whole number received since the opening of the prison, July 
1, 1826, is 1552, viz. : 1276 white males, and 26 white females, 
and 211 colored males, and 39 colored females.*' 

From the physidan's report we aiake the following extracia, 
which contain important information : •'— 

^* There has been in no year, since my connection with this insti- 
tution, such a general prevalence of good health, and so few indwidtuU 
cases of serious disease. 

*^ Where each prisoner has a good-aized room, well lighted and 
ventilated, with an abundance of pure, fresh water, wholesome and 
well-cooked food, moderate labor, his mind instructed and moral 
affections guided by the teachings and conversations of the moral in- 
structor and other officers, as well as by judiciously-selected books, 
which he has ample time to peruse — where all these are possessed 
and enjoyed, there is not much to be found to act injuriously upon the 
physical or intellectual man. 

'* The chief amount of disease, in all Prisons, that goes to swell the 
bills of mortality, is of a chronic character, and had commenced its 
lavages in the broken constitutions of the depraved, the intemperate, 
and dissolute, before their reception into the Prison. Scrofulous or 
tuberculous diseases are stated in all Prison reports as those which 
prostrate and finally destroy most of those who die while in confine- 
ment. Under the treatment by cod liver oil, which has been practised 
in this institution for seven years,, (being the whole period of my official 
connection with the Prison,) such diseases have lost most of their for- 
midable character -~ almost every case, where the constitution has 
not been utterly broken up, being cured, greatly benefited, or arrested 
in its rapid progress. . . 

^^The bills of mortality of this Prison will compare advan- 
tageously with those of the general population of our large cities, 
as furnished by the statistics of the late census. 

'* No case of insanity has originated in the Prison within the past 
year. There were two cases of mental hallucination of quite a tem- 
porary character ; but the same disturbances of mind had manifested 
themselves occasionally before imprisonment*' 

The moral instructori \n hia report, gives an outline of the 
system pursued by him, pleasant assurances of progress in 
knowledge and other good results, and the importance of 
befriending discharged convicts. 

" When the Sabbath returns, they listen to the word of life, as it is 
addressed to them through the opened doors of their cells. They 
mingle their voices together in the song of pmise sung to the God 
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of sahatioa* They are visited t«gu1arl]r by those whose duty it is to 
encourage and cheer them in the pathway of truth. They see and con- 
yerae with their overseers more or less every day. They correspond 
at stated periods — once in each quarter — with absent friends, and 
their hearts are made glad with letters from home. These are . the 
uniform appliances for good, which distinguish the Pennsylvania sys^ 
tern of separate confineinent as here administered, and which make 
insanity from imprisonment a stranger to our walls. 

" Seventy prisoners have been discharged during the year 

Those of them who had come in ignorant and uneducated had been 
taught to read, and had read the Bible. Not one of them was with- 
out some knowledge of the Savior provided for fallen men. 

•• There are, also, in this Prison those who claim to have received 
far more valuable benefit than mere education^ by the means of grace 
which have reached them here — men who say they have found God 
to be their Friend, and have realized the inestimable value of his sal- 
vation. Such are the prehensions of 1238, 13*^7, 1389, 1439, 1466, 
and of many others whose numbers might be mentioned. 

^' Only let the community at large treat \^ith kindness and attention 
the poor discharged convict, who has prepared himself and is willing 
to do right, and then the great reformatory design in the separate syS". 
tern will have accomplished its work." 



WASHINOTON CITY, D. 0. 

The report of the Penitentiary in the District of Columbia 
is a pamphlet of 20 pages, octavo. 

It contains the report of the inspectors, warden, clerk, phy- 
sician, and chaplain. 

It appears from the warden's report that 

" The number of convicts confined in the Penitentiary on the 31st 
December, 1849, was 46 ; and the number received in all the year 
1850, 27, — making a total of 73. 

^^ The number discharged during the same period, by the expiratioa 
of their respective terms of service, was 15 ; and there was one death, 
(that of a German, who contracted disease in Mexico,) — making a 
total of 16. The number, therefore, remaining in the Penitentiary on 
the 31st December, 1850, was 57, bising an increase of 11 for the 
year, or upwards of twenty per cent" 



The inspectors say, 18 months since, the number was 36; 
at the end of the year, 46; at the end of 1850, 57 ; and at this 
time (less than one month of the year having expired) it 
is 68. 

The terms of sentence were, for 1 year, 10; for 1^ years, 
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10; for 2 years, 17; for 2| and 3 years, 9; for orer 3 
years, 22. 

The crimes were for larceny, 43 ; assault and battery with 
intent to kill, 5; stealing money from U. S. mail, 3; burglary, 
3; do. and larceny, 3; counterfeiting coin, 3; arson and for- 
gery, 2 each ; six other crimes, 1 each. 

Of the whole number of convicts, 12 were females ; about 
one half the whole number were blacks. 

The employments were, shoemaking, 35 ; tailoring, shoe- 
binding, washing, mending, (all females,) 12 ; six other kinds 
of employment, 10. 

Most of the convicts have been employed at shoemaking, 
and the profits of this branch of business have amounted to 
$1364. 

The inspectors say, the total amount of expenditures over 
income was, in 1847, $10,727 87; in 1848, *14,128 88; in 
1849, $9459 84 ; in 1850, $9631 84. 

The warden seems perplexed in regard to the employment 
of the females, and says, should he succeed in procuring em- 
ployment for them, he would " suggest the propriety of secur- 
ing the services of a suitable person to superintend this 
department in the capacity of matron." 

There is no doubt that this is the only effectual and proper 
mode of managing females in a Penitentiary. 

The following recommendations of the warden are worthy 
of special attention : — 

*' I would also recommend for your consideration the propriety of 
warming the Prison and workshops by heated air furnaces, and light- 
ing the cells, during the winter months, until 8 o^cIock at night, that the 
convicts may have the additional time thus afforded to read and im- 
prove their minds." 

The general health of the Prison is represented as good by 
the physician, and the case of an insane prisoner is stated 
in detail, showing the importance of a law like the law of 
Massachasetts, for removing every such case to the Insane 
Hospital. 

^* We have a case, in ^e prisoner Madden, of ' insane impulse.* 
The first evidence of his disordered condition was manifested by an 
attack upon a fellow-prisoner, whose life he nearly destroyed by strik- 
ing him on the head with a piece of iron broken from his bedstead. 
At another time he attacked the ofBcers, and lately made an assault 
upon another fellow-prisoner. The man appears to be amiable, and 
obedient, and perfectly correct in his deportment generally, willing to 
labor, and never complaining. He has been kept at labor as steadily 
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as possible, as a ouratiTe means, and to make his time profitable 
if possible. As the institution is unprovided with means properly 
adapted to such cases, it was thought best, as a safeguard, to con- 
fine him. This was effected by limiting him to the hospital room. 
As this confinement was not appropriate to the relief of his diseased 
condition, he was released when he seemed to have recovered from 
the propensity to do mischief, and returned to take his meals with 
the other prisoners. On one of these occasions, lately, he made his 
third attack upon a prisoner, since which he has been confined to 
a cell." 

There bas been but one death in the Prison during the past 
year. 

The chaplain gives enconragement to hope that not a little 
good has been effected under his observation and labors. 

He says, — 

^ . . . . Quite a general religious interest at this time prevailed among 
the prisoners, several having given signs of sincere repentance. 
.... The general conduct of the prisoners during my ministrations, 
excepting for the .first few weeks, (previous to the administration of 
the present warden,) which period was characterized by some degree 
of disorder and insubordination, has been remarkable for its propriety, 
frequently exciting the admiration and surprise of visitors. .... 
The blessed Sabbath, with its privileges, appears to be appreciated 
by them. They always seem to enter upon its duties with delight. 
.... And I rejoice in the hope that some, who have hitherto been 
lost to themselves and their race, will yet become useful members 
of society. The Sunday school is in a prosperous condition, and 
iias been a very efficient agent in promoting the moral advancement 
of the prisoners. Meet of them can read. Some have learned to 
read in the Sunday school I would urgently, but respect- 
fully, recommend that a considerable addition to the library be made. 
« . . . Great facility has been afforded me.^' 



VIRGINIA. 

PENITENTIARY OP YIROINU. 

The Annual Report of the Penitentiary at Richmoad, 
Virginia, is a large and well-printed pamphlet of 55 pages, 
octavo. 

It contains the report of the president of the board of di- 
rectors ; the superintendent's report for 1851 ; together with 
copious extracts from the superintendent's report of 1848, 
covering 48 pp* ; with his views, particularly on long sen- 
iences, not less diah thitee years; also the general agent's 
neport, and the surgeon's repdrt. 

H* 
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The statistics of the last year were as follows: — 

** At the close of the fiscal year ending the 30th of September, 
1850, there remained in Prison 126 white men and 1 white wo- 
man, (127 whites,) 58 colored men and 4 colored women, (62 col- 
ored persons,) making in all 189 convicts. There were also in 
Prison 8 male and 1 female slaves, detained for sale and transporta- 
tion. We received, within the year ending the 30th of September 
last, 72 white men, 1 mulatto woman, convicted as white, and 19 
colored men, making 92, one of the white men being a United States 
prisoner. We also received 20 male and 3 female slaves, making 
115 persons, being the largest number ever before received in one 
year. [A larger number of free persons were received in 1820 and 
1822, to wit, 93 and 103 ; but not so many slaves.] During the 
year, 16 white and 4 colored male convicts were pardoned ; 9 white 
and 4 colored men died ; and 32 white men, 7 colored men, 1 white 
woman, and 1 colored woman were discharged — in all, 74 ; leaving 
139 white men, 64 colored men, 1 mulatto, and 3 black women, 
being 207 convicts. Of the slaves, 12 were sold, and 1 died, leaving 
16 males and 3 females, making an aggregate on the last-mentioned 
day of 226 — an increase of 18 free persons and 10 slaves in the 
year." 

The nativity of the prisoners confined was, from Virginia, 
90 whites and 62 blacks ; from other states, 31 whites and 5 
blacks ; from Ireland, 10 whites ; from other foreign coantries, 
9 whites; — total, 207. 

The age of males from 14 to 30, 110 ; from 30 to 40, 52 ; 
from 40 to 80, 40 ; unknown, 1 ; — total, 203. 

Of females, from 25 to 30, 2; from 30 to 40, 1 ; unknown, 
1 ; _ total, 4. Males, 203 ; females, 4 ; — - total, 207. 

A statistical table, on the 32d and 33d pages of this Annual 
•Report, contains a large amount of infonuation concerning this 
institution for 61 years, from which we gather the following 
general results : — 

Whole number of white males received in 51 years, 2095 ; 
do. females, 39 ; whole number of colored males received in 
51 years, 610 ; do. females, 69. 

Total number of both colors received in 51 years, 2813 ; 
whole number pardoned in 51 years, 498 ; died, 499 ; es- 
capee^ 12 ; discharged, 1581 ; number received for sec- 
ond, third, and fourth offences, 122; number pardoned and 
afterwards convicted, 17 ; number sentenced for life and 
afterwards pardoned, 8; number sentenced for life who died 
in Prison, 11; number died who were committed second, 
third, and fourth times, 22 ; number discharged who were 
committed for second, third, and fourth times, 46; number 
now in Prison for second, third, and fourth offences, S9 ; num- 
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bet- of slaves, free negroes, and mulattoes, committed for 
transportation— -free negroes, 30; male slaves, 465; female 
slaves, 51 ; — total, 546. 

The employments of those remaining in the Penitentiary 
were, in ward number 1, at shoes, boots, harness, &c., 61; 
ward number 2, blacksmiths, &c., 43 ; ward number 3, weav- 
ing department, 45; ward number 4, wheelwrights, &c., 37; 
ward number 5, waiters, &c., 17 ; females, 4 ; — total, 207. 

" The balance on manufacturing account was $6076 77, and after 
deducting the agent's commissions and expenses of the store, $3676 79, 
the final balance was $2399 97. 

" Subordination has been well sustained with less than the usual 
punishments. But the discipline will necessarily be imperfect, while 
any considerable number of prisoners are carried through the city to 
labor on the Improvements at the Capitol Square. 

** The health of the Prison was better in the last year than in the 
one which immediately preceded it. 

" Several ministers, with a praiseworthy devotion to the cause of 
religion, have voluntarily contributed the time necessary to keep up 
divine service m the Prison." 

As the major part of this report is occupied with a discus* 
sion and argument in favor of sentences not less than three 
years, in any case, to a Penitentiary, we insert here a letter 
addressed to the warden oli the subject. 



To Charles S, Morgan^ Esq. 

*'Bo8TOK, Fcfamary 20, 1S52 
My dear Sir : — 

Your request, through the warden of. the Penitentiary at 
Charlestown, for an expression of my views on the subject of the three 
years' sentence, your letter addressed to me, and your Annual Report 
on the same subject, have all been received. I thank you for the docu- 
ment, the letter, and requests ; because it indicates a disposition, on 
your part, to seek counsel in so important a matter as a change in 
the criminal law in your own state, and prospectively in the laws of 
other states, should the legislators of Virginia and the other state&i 
adopt the views which you express as the result of your experience. 

If I understand your views, they are these, that the shortest sen- 
tences in State Prisons and Penitentiaries should be three years^ 
and no less^ and that for offences not meriting so long a sentence to 
the State Prison or Penitentiary, convicts should be oonfined in the 
common Jail. 

There are several reasons suggested or alluded to in your report 
in favor of such views. 

One of the principal reaspns is^ th^t the State Prisons and Peni- 



74S PftlSON mSGIPLINE SOCtBTT^ 0S 

tentiaries would then be able to support tfaeniflelvesb Our exp^enee 
is, and has been^ fof several years, in a number of State Prisons and 
Penitentiaries, that they can support themselves; i.e*, pay for food and 
clothing, medicine, salary of officers, a moderate allowance to dis- 
charged convicts, a moderate allowance for the increase of the library, 
the expense of transporting convicts to the State Prison from the 
proceeds of their labor, with sentences ranging from one year and up- 
wards. This fact, well established in this region, takes away, in a 
large degree, the force of the principal reasons which you give in 
favor of the change from short to long sentences. 

Another reason is, that they can learn a trade thoroughly in three 
years, and not in a less time. 

There are a number of the mechanic arts, which are neioBt fa- 
vorable — such as making shoes, clothes, chair bottoms, &c., which 
secure self-support, are easily learned, do not require much space, 
admit of cleanliness and easy discipline, are of extensive appli- 
cation, interfere very little with trades outside, are valuable to pris- 
oners on their discharge, require little expense for tools, furniture, or 
fixtures while carried on in Penitentiaries, use materials not very de- 
structible, and make the value of articles to consist, afler manufac- 
ture, principally in the labor, and not in the material, which mechanic 
arts can be learned sufficiently in one year, to enable the prisoner to 
support himself in Prison, and af\er his discharge. 

This fact removes, in a large degree, the force of the second 
reason. 

Another reason is, that during those periods of time, in your 
Penitentiary, where the sentences were longer, the prisoners earned 
more ; and so, on the other hand, where the sentences were shorter, 
they earned less. 

But I do not understand you to say, or to show by your reports, 
that your institution ever was able to draw from the treasury less 
money for its support, including salary of officers, than it paid into it 
for a period of years, under any sentences, however long. Besides, the 
variation in earnings may be owing to other causes than the varying 
sentences. 

My own opinion is entirely settled, that any Penitentiary in the 
United States, With prisoners sixteen years of age and over, on sen- 
tences one year and over, can and ought to support itself, includ- 
ing, with all other expenses, the salary of officers ; and if they do 
this, any slight variations in the results of diffisrent years are of no 
great consequence, and cannot so easily be traced to the varying 
fength of sentences as to many other causes, such as more or less 
sickness, more or less fkvorable state of the market for sales and sup- 
plies, more or less favorable discipline, more or less skilful and 
efficient officers, &c. I do not therefore believe that it can be proved, 
satisfactorily, that in any Penitentiary, the earnings depended so fully 
dn the length of sentences as to derive an argument from this source 
in favor of sentences over three years, rather than over one 3reaT. 
' Aaother reason urged in Favor of three years^ sentences is, that 
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those who did not merit a thi«e yeare^ sentence would be confined in 
the common Jail, and then the expense of transportatioh would be 
saved to the state. 

The amount of this expense of transportatioo of prisoners in 
Virginia, according to your report, is very large, and must be, in con- 
sequence of the manner in which it is done. In MassacbusettB, it has 
been done by the government of the State Prison, at the expense of 
the Prison, and has been done in this manner many years ; and this 
expense has been paid from the proceeds of the labor of the convicts, 
without draughts upon the state treasury either for this expense, or for 
the expense of food, clothing, salary of officers, &x:., as already stated. 
This fact removes the force of the argument in favor of leaving the 
convicts on sentences under three years in the County Prison, on 
the ground of the greater expense of transportation to the State 
Prison and Penitentiary. 

Besides, our County Prisons do not support themselves, while our 
State Prisons do support themselves ; therefore, on the ground of ex« 
pense, the argument is in favor of the removal* 

Another reason assigned or alluded to in favor of the three years' 
sentence is, the better efiect on the character of the prisoners, who are 
committed for less crimes. 

I think I have known many more cases of improvement and 
reformation from the State Prisons and Penitentiaries, in proportion to 
the number confined in them, than from the County Prisons ; more- 
over, I do not suppose it possible to prove, satisfactorily, that this is 
owing principally to their being confined a greater length of time in the 
State Prisons and Penitentiaries than in the County Prisons. I think it 
is much more owing to the fact, that as a general truth in this Coun- 
try, the State Prisons and Penitentiaries being larger institutions, 
better discipline and system is, and can be, introduced into them than 
into the County Prisons. I think, the expense being the same, the 
great mass of prisoners, taken as they are for character, when they 
enter, would do better for themselves, and their families, and the state, 
in the State Prisons and Penitentiaries than in the County Prisons, 

Another subject of inquiry in your letter, if not a reason in favor 
of the three years' sentence, is, whether the three years' minimum 
sentence is not of so much importance that it should be made the 
basis of law in all the states, thus securing uniformity. 

You will perceive, by the scope of my views and suggestions, that 
I do not think it would be useful, if it were practicable ; with my 
views of the subject, of course I do not think it practicable to Intro*, 
duce uniformly in the Penitentiaries, no prisoners, on a sentence less 
than three years. 

I notice in your report the suggestion or statement, that the state 
is under obligations to the clergy for voluntary and gratuitous religious 
services. These are better a great deal than none, and this is .the 
way that it was formerly done, throughout the country, twenty or twenty* 
five years ago. But this was in the beginning of effort for Penitentiary* 
reform ; till it was demonstrated, as the public have thought; and they 
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have acted accordingly, that a permanent and resident clergyman in 
the State Prison or Penitentiary is as mach better than gmtuitoos, 
voluntary, varying, and miscellaneous supply, as in the city or parish 
church and congregation. 

I supposed, as you said in your letter that you would be very glad 
to receive my views, that of course you wished a candid and full ex- 
pression of them, and nothing else. I have endeavored to be truthful 
and fmnk. 

I have looked over your report with some care, and find on the 5th 
page this statement : — 

^* The amount earned (as per balance of ward accotints marked II.) 
was, $25,004; being an average of $121 38 for each person.** 

If I understand the reference, it is to the 19th page, which doee not 
correspond to this statement. Is it an error in print, or do I not under- 
stand the reference ? 

Please inform me, and also let me know whether your institution 
paid all expenses last year, and bow much more, including salary of 
officers ; if not, how much it fell short of this. 

I am your sincere friend 

And obedient servant, 

Louis Dwioht. 

* 

OHIO. 

• r 
I 

THB OHIO PENITENTIARY. 

The Anntial Report of the Ohio Penitentiary is an octavo 
pamphlet of 43 pages ; good paper and type. 

It contains the report of the directors, 7 pa^es ; of the 
warden, 11 pages ; of the physician, with several tables, 10 
pages; of the moral instructor, 3 pages; rales and regula- 
tions, 10 pages. 

The warden's report exhibits the following statistics : — 

^^ The number of convicts remaining in confinement, November 80, 
1850, was 424. The number received from November 30, 1850, 
to November 30, 1851, was 203. Escaped June 20, 1850, and 
returned April 28, 1851, 1 ; — in all, 628. 

^^ This number has been reduced as follows : -— » 

'^ By death, 9 ; by pardon from governor, 76 ; by pardon from pres- 
ident of United States, 1 ; by expiration of sentence, 57 ; by writs of 
error, 1 ; sent to Lunatic Asylum, 7 ; by escape, 8. Remaining in 
confinement, November 30, 1851, 469." 

The nativity of the convicts in Prison, at the close of the 
year, was, from Ohio, 110 ; from New York and Pennsylva- 
nia, 63 each, 126 ; from Virginia, 45; from Vermont, 10; from 
Maryland, 12 ; from Kentucky, 20 ; from other states in the 
Union, 54 ; from Ireland, 42 ; from England, 14 ; from Grer« 
many, 19 ; from other countries, 16 ; unknown, 1. 
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The Grimes of those committed last yecir were, for bar- 
glary and for bnifflaiT and larceny, 43 ; for grand larceny, 48; 
for horse stealing, 19; for manslaughter, 19; for attempt to 
kill, 3; for murder in the second degree, 3; for murder, 5; for 
malicious shooting, 1 ; for malicious stabbing, 1 ; for shooting 
with intent to kill, 3; for stabbing with intent to kill, 1 ; for 
uttering and passing counterfeit coin, bank notes, and other 
frauds on the currency, 22 ; for forgery, 7; for attempt to 
commit rape, 4; for rape, 5; for stealing, 1 ; for perjury, 1; 
for concealing stolen goods, 1 ; for receiving stolen goods, 2; 
for incest, 3 ; for bigamy, 3 ; for robbery, 6 ; for arson, 4 ; es- 
caped and returned, 1. 

The habits of those committed last year were, temperate, 
37; moderate drinkers, 61 ; intemperate, 106. 

Education previous to commitment was — could neither 
read nor write, 36 ; could read print, 30 ; could read and 
write, 132 ; could read and write German, 5 ; could read and 
write French, 1. 

The age of those at the close of the year was, 20 years 
and under, 82 ; 30 years and under, and over 20, 22; 40 years, 
and over 30, 103 ; over 40 years, 63. 

The statistics of the Prison from its beginning are summa- 
rily comprehended^ in regard to com mi tals, deaths, discharges, 
pardons^ escapes, from 1834 to 1851, inclusive, in a table on 
ttie 18th page of the report by the warden. 

The directors, in their report, exhibit the earnings and ex- 
pense of the institution. 

** The labor performed by the convicts during the year, exclusive 
of those doing the work about the Prison, amounts, in the aggregate, 
to $46,591 12. 

" The expenses of the institution for the year have been $33,309 67, 
showing the earnings of the past year over expenses to have been 
»13,281 45." 

Statement of Cash Receipts for the Fiscal Year ending November 

ae, 1851. 

^* Cash received on account of engines and machinery, 91215 19 ; 
on account of smith, hame, and lace shops, $18,763 39 ; on account 
q£ snath shop, $lldO 90 ; on aooount of tooi ^op, 9264 80 ; on ac- 
^MHiDt of tailor eh^p, $1018 08 ; on account of carpet shop, $457 28 ; 
Wi aocouat of shoe shop, $507 77 ; on acooant of blaoksmtth shop, 
$18 47 ; on accOMttt of lumpers, (fUKwiisouous labor,) $969 58 ; on 
account of prison slops, $839 54 ; on account of new state houss, 
$4560 ; on account of United States, $214 5)6 ; on aoeount of hos» 

KKK 
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pital, 924 14 ; on account of teams, $90 ; on account of fuel, (sold,) 
$24 27; on account of incidentals, $9 01 ; on account of fo^e, 
$20 50; on account of interest, $12 50; on account of visitors, 
$2466 29. 

** Additional labor done the past year, for which cash has not been 
deceived, is as follows : — 

^* Convict labor done on new state house, $11,626 50 ; on gasom- 
eter, $7 60; on sewer, $512; on fountain, $136 60; on repairs, 
$469 60; on and stone furnished State Avenue, $164; amount 
charged to contractors, $1118 85; — total earnings of past year, 
$46,591 12. 

^' The disbursements for the fiscal year, for the support of the in- 
stitution, have been as follows : — 

^* Cash paid on account of engines and machinery, $579 27 ; 
on account of visitors^ fund, visitors^ guard, and moral instructor, 
$832 06 ; on account of fuel and lights, $3064 55 ; on account of 
incidentals, $1201 01 ; on account of teams, $64 68; on account of 
hospital, $1481 32; on account of prison slops, $123 50; on ac- 
count of printing and postage, $227 86 ; on account of stationery, 
$127 22 ; on account of clothing, $3206 23 ; on account of furni- 
ture, $868 82 ; on account of provisions, $ 10,898 68 ; on account 
of forage, $470 53 ; on account of interest, $42 87 ; on account of 
discharged convicts, $688 50 ; cash on salaries, $9432 57 ; show- 
ing the disbursements of the institution to have been $33,309 67. 
Balance of receipts over disbursements, $18^1 45. 

^' The amount on hand, per report of last year, was $6584 22 ; the 
amount received on account due to limekilns is $41 09 ; the amount 
received on account of stone sold is $193; the amount received 
from contractors, as before stated, $32,555 97 ; the amount on hand 
and receipts the past year, $39,374 28. From this amount there has 
been paid, cash for fire engine, $606 89 ; hauling stone on State 
Avenue and guard, $56 25; sewer, $156 84; fountain, $242 75; 
repairs, $680 19 ; escaped convicts, $442 65 ; gasometer, $22 50 ; 
disbursements, as before stated, $33,309 67 ; leaving on hand 
$3,856 54. 

^^ It will be proper to state here, that a considerable amount of this 
sum was paid for provisions, fuel, &c., which are now on hand, and 
will be consumed in the next year.^' 

The directors invite special attention to that part of the 
physician's report which speaks of the want of ventilation. 
The physician saysj — 

^' A great error was committed in constructing the cells of altogether 
too limited dimensions ; having no means of ventilation other than 
that afforded by a very low and narrow grated door. This want of a 
sufficient supply of pure air has no doubt contributed much to the un^ 
healthiness of this institution, by debilitating the system and predis- 
posing to attacks of disease. If some plan could be adopted by which 
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a sufficieat ventilation could be effected without tearing down and 
rebuilding the cells, it can scarcely be doubted that it would soon 
be paid for in the time saved from sickness, leaving the idea of hu- 
manity out of the question.^^ 

On the subject of insanity in the Prison, and the importance 
df removing it on its first real manifestation, the physician 
says,— 

^^ It will be seen by reference to the tables, that a number of cases 
of insanity have been treated during the year \ a part of which have 
been discharged either cured or improved in condition. Seven have 
been sent to the Lunatic Asylum. Nine, who are either constantly or 
occanonally more or less insane, yet remain in the Penitentiary. 
Most of those, however, are usefully em]^oyed the greater part of the 
time. Many of those remaining, as well as of those sent to the Lu- 
natic Asylum, are old cases, cmd consequently offer but a feeble hope 
of rjecovery. 

'* If all those who are attacked with insanity could at once be re- 
moved from their old associations here (which have no doubt had a 
chief agency in exciting the disease) to a place where suitable ar- 
rangements are made for treating, in an appropriate manner, such 
cases, I have no doubt but many could be cured, .who would other- 
wise become Confirmed maniacs or hopelessly demented. But it is 
urged that this would be ofiering too large a premium for insanity in 
the convicts — much better that the Penitentiary discipline of the 
severer kind should be tried for a few months or a year, to test the 
genuineness of the disease before conferring the reward for feigned 
insanity. It is admitted, that in no instance of a doubtful character 
should the transfer be made ; but such mild and rational means re- 
sorted to as will neither confirm insanity nor produce it where the 
predisposition exists. Those who have had the largest experience in 
the treatment of this form of disease, all agree that the chances for a 
cure are diminished as the length of time that the disease has existed 
is increased. Then, this fact being admitted, do not reason, hu- 
manity, and religion all agree that the insane, though he be a crim- 
inal, has a claim on our sympathy for immediate action, which we 
dare not disregard ? '^ 

The Ohio Penitentiary has suffered for two years previous 
to the last with a great amount of sickness, and with a most 
fearful mortality, in which the physician lost his life. It is 
pleasant to learn, from both the directors and the physician, 
that measures of cure and protection have been adopted, 
from which great good has already resulted. 

The directors say, (p. 4,) — 

" The unusual mortality of the two previous years in the Prison 
caused great anxiety on the subject of health. Consequently, at an 
early day in the spring, the physician to the institution, assisted by the 

7 I 
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Other local officers, adopted such precautionary measures as were 
deemed necessary to prevent a similar occurrence : existing local 
causes of disease were removed, changes in diet made, particular at- 
tention paid to cleanliness in person and clothing, active measures 
taken to convey to the hospital and promptly treat any cases, of what- 
ever description, that might occur, and every thing done that was 
thought necessary for the health and comfort of the prisoners, and it 
is a source of great satisfaction to the board to be able to report 
that these efforts were crowned with success, and that the general 
health in the institution has been good. No epidemic has mani- 
fested itself, and but nine deaths have occurred.*' 

On the same subject, particularly in regard to drainage, 
showing the vast importance of this point, according to the 
old saying of Howard, in the location of a Prison, the power 
of good drainage should be secnied ; the physician of the 
Ohio Penitentiary, in his report for 1851, (p. 24,) says, — 

^* Another of the most prolific causes of disease, I am rejoiced to 
say, has been recently removed by a most thorough and efficient sys- 
tem of sewers, which are washed by a constant and considerable 
stream of water. This I consider the most valuable improvement 
ever made in the Penitentiary, and for which the gratitude of the 
prisoners and every friend of humanity is due to the board. 

*^ To the want of this necessary improvement may be attributed, in 
no small degree, the increased unhealthiness of the Prison since a few 
years after its erection. 

He says also ^^ I should add an expression of the opinion, that late 
reformation in the modes of diet, apparel, and lodging of the convicts, 
has already contributed greatly both to their comfort and health.^ 



»» 



The mortality of the last year was reduced to 9, or less 
than two per cent on the average population of the Prison ; 
and of the following diseases : consumption, 3 ; dropsy, 2 ; 
congestion of the lungs, 1 ; dysentery, 2 ; chronic disease of 
liver and spleen, 1. 

In the department of morals and religion in the Ohio Pen- 
itentiary, the moral instructor shows briefly, in the following 
abstract of his report, what is done : — 

^*' The conduct of the prisoners, with few exceptions, seems to be 
orderly The Sabbath school is in a flourishing condition, hav- 
ing increased from 100 scholars to 130, and can still be enlarged. 
Of the present number, 33 are learning to read, and the remainder 
studying the Bible. Gentlemen from the city, who feel interested in 

this unfortunate class, favor us with their labors as teachers 

The day of thanksgiving, as proclaimed by the governor, was strictly 

observed It is not out of place to say here, that the institution 

needs a better chapel, as all who have visited the place can testify. 
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. • . . When not providentially prevented, books have been distrib- 
uted among the prisoners once every two weeks, and there is a general 

interest manifested in reading On examination, many of the 

Bibles now on hand are found to be deficient, some with one leaf 
gone, and others with several missing. In addition to this, the Bibles 
generally are of a small size, and consequently fine print ; and as the 
prisoners must receive the light into their narrow cells through two sets 
of iron grates, and that, too, in but one direction, the reading of the 
present Bible (if read at all) is injuring the eyes of the men. Re- 
peatedly have they pleaded for larger print, some giving up the Bible, 

and taking the single Testament on that account The general 

regulations of the institution, in relation to the Sabbath, are highly 
commendable. .... There is no such thing as maintaining sound 
morality, where the day is not observed The sick in the hos- 
pital are usually visited every day ; and not unfrequent are the ex- 
pressions of gratitude, when a prayer is offered, or a word of consola- 
tion given. And even in the case of the dying convict has been wit- 
nessed the power of a living faith triumphing over the approach of 
the last enemy. 



MICHIGAN. 

The Annual Report of the State Prison in Michigan is a 
legislative document, No. 5, and a neatly-printed octavo 
pamphlet of 54 pages. 

It contains the report of the inspectors, and a correspond- 
ence between them and the late agent, with various accounts 
and statistical tables, 34 pages ; and the reports of the present 
agent, physician, and chaplain, 37 pages. 

The statistics of the year are as follows : Number of pris.- 
oners at the beginning of the year, 131 ; received, 84 ; — total, 
215. Discharged by expiration of sentence, 33 ; by death, 5 ; 
by pardon, 1 ; — total discharged, 39 ; leaving in Prison 176. 

The following is from the chaplain's report : — 

" Of the 176 prisoners, 135 are natives of the United States, 41 of 
foreign countries ; 12 cannot read at all, and 40 can read but indif- 
ferently ; 54 cannot write ; 12 learned to read in Prison ; 132 used 
intoxicating drinks, 44 were temperate, 73 think intemperance was 
the cause of their ruin ; 66 are married, 18 are widowers, and 92 
are single. 

" The average age of the convicts is 32J years. Between the 
ages of 10 and 15, 2 ; between the ages of 15 and 20, 13 ; between 
20 and 30, 76 ; between 30 and 40, 49 ; between 40 and 50, 22 ; be- 
tween 50 and 60, 12 ; between 60 and 70, 2." 

The prisoners are employed — manufacturing farming 

KKK2 
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tools, 82 ; do. wagons and sleighs, 36 ; do. boots and shoes, 
26 ; miscellaneons duties about the Prison, 29 ; solitary, 3. 

The receipts of the year, including $6500 from the state 
treasury, were $18,719 37; the expenses — including salaries, 
$8576 29 ; rations, $3484 17 ; clothing and bedding, $2035 
26; and building and repairs, $1594 §3 — were $18,5^ 54, 
leaving a balance of cash on hand, $196 83. 

The agent urges the covering the buildings with fire-proof 
material, and says, a new fire-proof kitchen, 33 by 25, has 
been completed ; also, 18 new cells, and a new workshop of 
brick, 40 feet long, 35 wide, and 10 high. 

The agent says, it is to be hoped that the time is not dis- 
tant when the building arrangements will have become so 
nearly complete, that the institution will be a self-support- 
ing one. In the mean time, he deems an additional num- 
ber of cells necessary to meet the wants of the institution, 
as the number of convicts is now 176, and the number of 
ceUs only 164: he has, therefore, commenced building an 
additional number, so that the want will soon be met 

The physician makes a short and comprehensive report, 
the substance of which we give. 

'^ I took charge of the hospital on the 1st of June last, and found 
quite a number sick, mostly of chronic affections, 3 of which number 
have since died. There has been I death from congestion of the 
lungs, making the total number of deaths 4. The whole number of 
applications for admission into the hospital has been 330. 

*^ The diarrhoea and dysentery assumed an epidemic form, and 
affected nearly all convicts within the Prison — many severely, while 
others evinced only the premonitory symptoms, which were relieved 
by a single prescription. 

^' Many of the cases of sickness in the Prison were convicts who 
contracted diseases in the Jails in which they were confined before 
they were sent here." 

The chaplain gives an encouraging account of his depart- 
ment. 

" When I entered upon the duties of moral and religious instructor, 
some two years since, I had but little hope that my labors would be 
of any substantial or permanent benefit to the convicts. 

'*' Experience has taught me the error of such an opinion ; and I am 
convinced that the gospel of the Son of God, stooping to humanity in 
its lowest estate, has power to elevate and ennoble it. 

" I am happy in being able to state that an increased sensibility is 
manifested among the convicts — a growing susceptibility to religious 
impressions — a desire for personal religious conversation and instruc- 
tion — and a strong determination on the part of many to reform their 
lives. 
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During the {wust year the usual appropriation of one hundred dol- 
lars for the library has been expended in the purchase of suitable 
books for the convicts, and the library now numbers 570 volumes. 

*^ The Sunday school, which numbers about thirty of the prisoners, 
mostly of the younger portion, has been a source of great improve- 
ment to the scholars. Twelve have learned to read the past year. 
The advanced class have committed to memory a large portion of the 
four Gospels, the Commandments, and a part of the Psahns of David, 
and the other classes have made commendable advancement in the 
elementary branches. 

'^The Prison choir continue to assemble on Sunday mornings to 
practise sacred music. 

^^ Five convicts have died. The counsels and consolations of re- 
ligion were not wanting to them during their sickness." 



WISCONSIN. 

The Annual Report of the State Prison in Wisconsin is 
a neatly-printed octavo pamphlet of 29 pa£;e8. 

It contains the report, to the governor, of the state commis- 
sioners for locating and boiiding the institution. 

We give the following brief extracts from the report of the 
commissioners in regard to their views and doings:-* 

" On the 4th day of July, A. D. 1851, after due consideration of all 
matters committed to our charge, as relates to the location of a State 
Prison, we selected and determined upon Waupun, as the best and 
most suitable place for such location. 

" On the 5th day of July we proceeded to Waupun, with the view 
to procure title to twenty acres of land which had been offered by 
Seymour Wilcox, Esq., as a donation to the state for a site for said 
Prison buildings, and said title to said twenty acres of land is duly 
vested in the state. 

*^ Our reasons for locating the Prison at Waupun are as follows : 
Waupun is a beautiful and healthful village, located about eighteen 
miles southerly from Fond du Lac, upon or near the contemplated 
route of the Rock River Valley Railroad, which, when completed, with 
the contemplated Fox and Wisconsin River improvements, will afford 
convenient access from almost every portion of the state. Limestone 
is to be found in any abundance, of good quality, for building pur- 
poses, which in many places appears at the surface, and generally from 
one to six feet below. Pure water may also be procured in abundance, 
by drilling from twenty to forty feet deep. Lumber and other ma- 
terials needed for building may be obtained at reasonable rates ; and 
facilities for the furtherance of the interests of the state in the estab- 
lishment and maintenance of a Prison are surpassed by no other place. 

** We then proceeded to make a plan and estimate for a temporary 
Prison. 
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^ On the 21st of July we met, pursuant to adjouroment, and we 
gave the job of building said Prison to James K. Smith, he being the 
lowest bidder, and entered into contract with him for doing the same. 
The dimensions are twenty-six by eighty feet, three stories high, of 
wood, above a stone basement. We have finished complete in said 
building forty cells, with iron doors and bedsteads, suitable to apply in 
the permanent Prison when built, with room sufficient, over said forty 
cells, for the construction of twenty more when needed, which is 
finished off for use as a temporary hospital. 

" We have finished off an office, guard room, armory, square room 
and bed room for keeper, with a main hall across said building be- 
tween said rooms and the cells. In the second story is a bed room 
and store room for clerk, and three bed rooms for keeper — a hall 
across between said rooms and cells. In the third story are the chapel 
and temporary hospital, divided by a hall between. In the basement 
is the main cooking kitchen for convicts, in which is a large fireplace 
and oven, large cook stove, and room for hot-air furnace, a store room, 
and large pantry. There are a belfry and bell on said building. 
The Prison is well ventilated. 

" We have also procured and put into operation a hot-air furnace. 

" The plan adopted by us for a permanent Prison, is to construct 
the same of stone : it is therefore believed it is best to employ the 
convicts the coming year in quarrying and cutting stone. 

" We would recommend the early action of the legislature in the 
establishment of a permanent organization for the government and 
xegulation of the affairs of the Prison. We would also recommend 
that the legislature take into consideration the propriety of acquiring 
title to an additional twenty acres of land, adjoining the twenty acres 
now owned by the state. 

" Our reasons for recommending the said purchase are, — 

" 1st. That it may be profitably used for the purpose of raising 
vegetables for Prison use. 

" 2d. That occasional exercise of that kind for the convicts would 
be conducive to health, and a privilege they would seek to merit from 
good behavior. 

" 3d. It would lessen the necessity of employing the convict labor 
in mechanical branches, prejudicial to the interests of mechanics. 

" We deemed it proper to employ A. W. Worth, Esq., one of the 
commissioners, to visit eastern Prisons, which he did ; ... all which 
he reported to us, and by us has been submitted to your excellency." 

One of the commissioners dissented from the other two in 
regard to the location at Waupun, preferring either of two 
which had been ofTered in the vicinity of Madison ; but he 
was overruled. 

The whole expense incurred by the commissioners, as stated 
in their report, to January 3, 1852, in fixing the location, erect- 
ingthe temporary building, &c, was $11,800 35. 

v7e close the notice of penitentiaries with three tables. 
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In VeimoDt, Ilia unouvt ptid tat oIBmib' nlaiiM to not only stated by itMl^ bat is in this 
table induded in tlie expense seeounL 

We only giye tbe sutistics of the Rhode Island Prison for 8 months, at the beginning of the 
year, in Mr. Hayward's tinie, and not tlie 4 last months of Mr. Lee's time, wlio was tiie new warden. 

a £^t beeame insane last year ; more than the number wlio died. Tlie report does not state 
how many remain in Prison insane, wlio iMcame insane orerioas to the last year. 

b The statistics of the New Penitentiary in Philadelphia, of the Western Penitentiary, at 
Pittsburg, Pa., and of the State Prison at Trenton, N. J., were received too late to be incorpcMnted 
with tbe general results of the table, and tiierefbre are entered in tiieir place, and stand by them- 
selves alone, as presented in the last report of these Institutions, received in 165S. As the system 
is peculiar, and unlilce that of all other Prisons {Hreeented in the table, it is as well that they ahculd 
be taken by themselves for purposes of comparison with any one or all the others. 

e This amoant is stated by a committee of both branches of the legislature as having been 



drawn fiom the treasury of the state, by authority of law for salaries to tbe keeper and his 
ants, to the inspecton and moral mimuctor. and for repairs to the Prison. When, thereforo 
the warden imeaks as follows in his reporL ** A balance of $6,840174 as the gain on the business 
operations of^the year," this dmught on the treasury of the state is left out ofview. This is made 
Mrfoctly plain hi the report of tbe committee, because they say, ** Instead, therefote, of the State 
Prison producing a revenue, it shows a loss to the state of |9,03a40.** 

d Tbe items of expenditure which make tUs amount are not stated, as in nnny other Peniten- 
tiary lepcMTts, such as provisions, clothing, bedding, fiiel and ligbfii, paid discharged convicts, 
repain and improvements, 4fcc it would be more satisfactory aiM instructive if th^ wen. 

a Salaries are not included in tUs amount of expmses. The salaries have usually amounted to 
$6,000 annually, and upwards, and have been drawn fiom the state treasury. 

t These sums are stated from general knowledge of the past history of the Institutions^becauae 
the amount paid for salaries is not stated in the annual rmorts of the Penitentiaries hi Pennsyl- 
vania and New Jersey, which is contrary to the usage of most Penitentiaries in this and oth« 
countries. We know no reason why they should not be stated in the r^wrt. 

k These items are both included in the general eqiense account 

p In this sum repairs and improvements are included, amounting to $19^4391 If these be de- 
ducted fiom the earnings, the excess of income will be $9,667. If fiom this be deducted |^,409 
on hand at tbe beginning of the year, there will be left $1^58 of income above expenses — in this 
view. In another view, which the inspectors take of uie matter, and so state it, tiie excess of 
earnings over expendituies for ordinary support, were $9,631. This is the sum given in the table, 
of earnings above expenses. This, however, admits of some slight qualifieati«». 

q The salary of officers, together with fuel and lights, are suppled to be included in this item. 



TABLE 

ExhiUHnff the White^ Colored^ Free, and Slave PopukUum of the United Staiet ; ttlso. 
White ana Colored Cotwiets, and Male and Female Convicts tn different PenitenOariee. 



States and Prisons. 



Maine, 

New Hampshire, 

Vermont, 

Massachusetts, 

Rhode Island, 

Connecticut, 

New York, Auburn, 

«^«'°«.ip.ts;v.v;.v.:::: 

Clinton Co., N. Y., 

Albany, N.Yy 

New Jersey, Trenton, 

Pennsylvania, New Peniten.,. . . 
" Western Peniten., 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 

Washington, D. C, 

Virginia, 

North Carolina, 

South Carolina, 

Georgia , 

Louisiana, 

Alabama, 

Arkansas, 

Tennessee, 

Kentucky, 

Ohio^ 

Michi^n, 

Illinois, 

Missouri, 

Total, 



Convicts. 



White. Col. Male. Fern. 



85 

93 

89 

437 

114 
771 
610 
61 
103 

149 
333 
150 



67 
140 



161 



3,342 



3 

9 

3 

45 

43 

145 
14 
10 

58 
78 
34 



40 
67 



15 



545 



87 

93 

89 

473 

47 

147 

771 

755 

113 
115 
197 
388 
171 



57 

903 



465 
175 



4,344 



30 
3 
3 



10 

75 

60 

10 

33 

3 



13 

4 



4 

1 



236 



Free white. Free coL Slaves. 



Papulation. 



583,088 
373,864 
313,611 
994,430 
147,544 
370,791 
3,090,093 



489,333 
3,311,681 

89,366 

493,667 

51,687 

580,491 
383,533 
534,318 

438,779 
162,657 
763,164 
771,494 
1,977,031 
397,654 
858,298 
683,043 



1,325 
475 
709 
8,795 
3,544 
7,586 



33,003 



17,957 
74,067 



37,196 
8,900 
3^880 

3,379 

589 
6,271 
9,736 

3,557 

3,544 



3,389 

90,368 
3,687 
473,086 
288,412 
384,984 
381,681 
330,807 
343,964 

46,983 
839,461 
310,981 
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PART IV. 



HOUSES OF REFUGE, STATE REFORM, AND 

FARM SCHOOLS. 



HOUSE OF REFTJaS IN MAINE. 



The location of the Maine House of Refuge in Westbrook, 
about 2\ miles south-west of Portland, in an air line, as seen 
from the western promenade in Portland, proves, so far, wor- 
thy of approbation as to water, elevation, prospect, fertility of 
soil, valuable stone, clay, and sand, for building purposes, con- 
venience of access on main land, navigable water, abundant 
produce, extent of surface, and capacity for improvement. 

The plan of building adopted is not yet so far advanced as 
to be tested by use. Great labor and consideration were be- 
stowed upon the plan, with long consultation between the 
commissioners and the architect and persons of experience, 
and the hope and expectation are indulged, that the commis- 
sioners and the governor and council, who had the final decis- 
ion, have decided on as good a plan for a House of Refuge to 
accommodate 300 inmates as has ever been adopted. This, 
however, will be better known when the building is finished 
and brought into use. 

The progress made in the structure is as rapid as the neces- 
sary excavations, the laying all the foundations, and quarrying 
stone, and making brick from the premises, would well allow. 

The sUme for the foundations and cells has all been pro- 
cured from the quarry on the farm, never opened till it was 
opened for this purpose, and it proves of a good quality. 

The brickj of an excellent quality, are made from clay 
found a few feet from the surface of the ground, and near the 
centre of the farm, a few rods from the site of the building. 

And good building sand is found in abundance on the 
premises. 

Wood^ also, for burning the brick, and navigable water to 
bring or carry heavy articles, were purchased as a part of the 
farm. 

All these natural advantages, on a farm which is worth 
what it cost for agricultural purposes alone, were purchased 
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with the farm, while the price was not advanced, though the 
value was much enhanced, by the abundance of stone, clay, 
sand, wood, and navigable water. It admits of a doubt 
whether a number of acres of equally good land for mowing 
and tillage, no more distant from Portland, having the same 
slope, sunace, and locality, could have been purchased else- 
where for the same money — about 900 acres for $8500, or 
$42 50 an acre. These natural advantages, which in this 
view cost the state nothing, will be of great importance to thb 
easy and economical management and support of a public 
institution. It was contemplated and proposed to erect this 
institution on an island in the harbor of Portland, and the 
first offer of the town of Portland was to give the state an 
island for this purpose. Thanks are due to the commission- 
ers for deciding this question, after careful examination, 
consultation, and reflection on its merits. It will make a 
difference of $50,000 in fifty years, in supporting this in- 
stitution with 300 inmates, whether this location were se- 
cured and used,vinth all Its natural advantages, on any island 
which had been thought of. There is something very pleasant 
and agreeable on an island, in the midst of the sea, or even 
in a large bay, or harbor of a seaport town, in a fine sum- 
mer's day ; but as a place of business, of easy access, con- 
stant coming and going, productive industry, moral and 
religious influence and instruction from the good, int^elligent, 
and humane, of apprenticing poor children or juvenile delin- 
quents, of making them support themselves wholly, or in 
large part, by their labor, an island is not the place. It is 
easy enough to see how boys, at an average age of 15, can be 
made nearly or quite to support themselves and their care- 
takers, unless the latter are too lazy to work or oversee, on 
such a farm as the one above described at Westbrook, with 
all its natural advantages and conveniences ; but it would be 
a very different thing to bring about the same result on an 
ordinarv island in any of our bays and harbors. 

In all that has been said above concerning the location of the 
House of Refuge in Maine, a mere allusion has been made to 
the abundant and excellent water. This is found springing up 
on the elevated parts of the farm, in the back ground, and 
running in a small stream of pure soft water to the sea; while 
for the want of it, thousands of dollars might be expended 
in raising water by artificial means from wells, rivers, and 
ponds, to say nothing of the difficulty of procuring an un- 
failing supply of pure and soft water from such sources. 
This point, in regard to an unfailing supply of pure, soft, 

LiLL 
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sprijQig water, with good head and fall, for every House of 
Refuge, Lunatic Hospital, and Almshouse, is second in im- 
portance to no other, and by proper pains-taking can usually 
be secured without money and without price, very much the 
same as if it was no part of the purchase. It is always 
esteemed important ; but it never has a price put upon it; 
the buildings are prized, the lots are prized, the wood and 
timber are' prized; but the water, like the air, and morning 
light, and sunny slope, is not prized. It seems strange that 
men reputed wise can overlook and forego such a natural 
advantage, in a hill country, as an unfailing supply of pure, 
soft, spring water, with good head and fall, for a public insti- 
tution. And yet it is no more strange than true. The Maine 
commissioners, in locating the House of Refuge, have not done 
so. They have sought and found a farm, where what is said 
to be the unfailing spring and running brook are found with 
good head and fall ; the only question is, whether the quantity 
of water will be sufficient ; and on this question it can only be 
said now, that it is the opinion of those who have most care- 
fully examined the springs, that it will be sufficient. 

Having said so much of the local advantages, plan of build- 
ing, and progress of the Maine House of Refuge, we close the 
notice of this infant institution with an extract from the An- 
nual Report of the Maine State Prison, by the chaplain. 
^' As many boys, from time to time, are committed to Prison, 
the chaplain can but regard with great delight the legislative 
enactments, in endowing and constituting a House of Refuge 
for Juvenile OiTenders. No man who loves bis kind, who has 
a heart to feel for the woes and suiTerings of mankind, but 
will rejoice in every attempt to ameliorate their condition. 
The patriot, the philanthropist, and the Cliristian will cherish 
every institution which has for its object the advancement 
of human society, the perfection of the human race. We 
cherish, in the highest visions of hope, the thought that the 
legislature of this state, our own beloved state, will not in the 
future, as she has not in the past, be behind any state in the 
Union in exercising a liberal policy towards her institutions 
of learning, philanthropy, and love." 



NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
STATE R£FORIC SCHOOL. 

The First Report of the commissioners, Messrs. Baker, Ty- 
ler, and Woodman, is a neatly-printed octavo pamphlet of 
24 pages. 
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It contains the act passed by the legislature of New Hamp- 
shire, and approved by the governor July 4, 1851, for the 
appointment of said commissioners, as follows : "— 

An Act relating to the Estahltskment of a State Reform School. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives^ in GenercU Court convened^ That his excellency the governor, 
by and with the advice and consent of the council, be and hereby is 
authorized and empowered to appoint a board of three commissioners, 
who shall have power to select and obtain the refusal of a lot of land 
containing not less than fifty acres, which shall be an eligible site for 
a manual labor school, for the employment, instruction, and reforma- 
tion of juvenile offenders, regard being had, in the selection thereof, to 
the centre of population, cheapness of living, and facility of access. 
And that said commissioners shall further be directed to procure plans 
and estimates for the buildings necessary for such an institution, and to 
prepare and mature a system for the government thereof, and to as- 
certain what laws will be necessary and proper to put the same into 
successful operation, and to report the result to his excelleucy the 
governor in season to be communicated to the legislature at the com- 
mencement of their next session. And the said commissioners shall 
present all their accounts to the governor and council, to be by them 
audited and allowed as they may deem just. 

Sect. 2. To defray the expense incurred in selecting said land and 
in procuring said plans and estimates, and in the execution of the 
other objects of the said commission, his excellency the governor be 
and he hereby is authorized to draw his warrants from time to time on 
the treasury of the state for any necessary sums of money, not ex- 
ceeding in the whole one thousand dollars. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved, July 4, 1851. 

The pamphlet contains also the First Report of the com- 
missioners. 

'* Schools of this kind have for some time been successfully man- 
aged in England, Scotland, France, Prussia, and Grermany. In the 
United States, there are three in Massachusetts, two in New York, 
and one each in Rhode Island, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
and Ohio. 

*' By an act of the Massachusetts legislature at its last session, the 
State School at Westboro' will be increased to nearly double its 
present size. It now accommodates more than 300 boys. Maine 
has already commenced the erection of buildings for the same 
object. 

^^ In our own state, during the past year, a great degree of interest 
has been manifested relative to this subject. The need of a school 
for the reformation of youthful offenders is deeply felt 
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^^ It is a most noticeable fact that the crimes of youth are iocreas- 
mg, not only in our larger and manufacturing towns, but even in our 
quiet country places. 

*' Now, these lads, if properly educated, morally, mentally, and 
physically, may be returned to the community correct and valu- 
able citizens. 

^' But for these offenders our laws at present provide only the Com- 
mon Jail and State Prison. 

'^ . • . . The very limited inquiries we have made upon this point 
show that, during the last year, more than one hundred persons under 

the age of 18 have been arrested These fkets plainly show that 

the action of the last legislature relative to the establishment of a 
Reform School in this state was judicious, philanthropic, and imper- 
atively demanded by the necessities of the times. 

^^ A Reform School contemplates the separation of the young con- 
vict from society ; his seclusion from vicious associates ; and more, — 
his reformation and restoration to the community with purposes and 
character fitting him for a good citizen and an honorable man. 

^^ Here he spends a part of each day in the school room ; another 

part is spent in labor in the shop or on the farm His moral 

and religious feelings are carefully trained. .... He is taught his 
duty to himself, to his associates, to his Grod. 

*''' The trustees of the Massachusetts State School at Westboro% 
in referring to letters received from boys who had been apprenticed 
from that institution, speak as follows : ^ They are to us full of en- 
couragement and promise. When we contrast their present condi- 
tion with that of some of these boys before they were brought to the 
Reform School, twenty-five of them having been arrested for offences 
five times or more, and one of them not less than thirty times, may 
we not feel authorized to say that, in the mere economical view of 
the subject, the commonwealth b the gainer, from the altered and 
improved condition of these boys > ' " 

On the plan of the baildipg and estimated expense 

'^ The commissioners were fully agreed that the buildings should 
be as simple and compact in their arrangements as would be suitable 
for the purpose ; that they should be sufficiently spacious and com- 
fortable ; that they should be finished in a plain, neat, and substantial 
manner, and not a cent expended for extra ornament ; also that they 
should be designed so as to be able to accommodate ultimately three 
hundred boys, and completed at first for one hundred or one hundred 
and twenty ; that they be large enough to accommodate all the offi- 
cers and assistants employed in and about the institution ; that the 
walls be of brick, and the basement of stone ; and that the estimates 
include drains, water, apparatus for warming, and every thing com- 
pleted to the turning of the key." 

On the location of the building the comraissioners say, — 

^^ Afler the examination of many farms, we have unanimously agreed 
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that the most eligible site for the school is upon the banks of Long 
Pond, in Concord. 

*' The farm, of which they have obtained a bond, belongs to Jere- 
miah S. Abbott, and contains 115 acres. The price of the farm 
named in the bond is (5000. It is situated about three miles from 
the State House, in a quiet and retired portion of the town. The farm 
lies mostly upon a south-easterly slope of land, extending from the top 
of a hill to the pond. A never-failing spring is fonnd upon the side 
of the hill, from which an abundant supply of water can be obtained. 
The Spring is so high up the hill, that the water can be thrown over 
the top of the proposed buildings. The pond is one of the most beau- 
tiful sheets of water in the state, and will afford ^/xceWeni facilities for 
bathing, &c.'^ 



MASSACHUSETTS. 

HOUSE OF REFORMATION AT SOUTH BOSTON. 

This institution, which has been in operation many years, 
and done an immense amount of good, does not publish an 
annual report of its doings separate iand independent of other 
city documents. The inspectors of Prisons in the city of Bos- 
ton and county of Suffolk do, however, publish, twice a year, 
the results of their observations and visits, which are required 
semiannually by law. In this way, the good citizens and 
public at large, so far as these reports are seen and read, are 
furnished with information froni very reliable sources, concern- 
ing the institution. The inspectors of Prisons for the county 
of Suffolk, on whom this duty devolves, are the judge of 
probate and the judges of the Police and Municipal Courts. 

** The inspectors visited this place on the 23d day of December 
current, and found therein 93 inmates ; each of whom they examined, 
apart. from their ofHcers ; most.gf th^m expressed themselves satisfied 
with their treatment. Three complained about being punished ; but, 
upon full examination, the inspectors considered those complaints 
without just cause. 

" One boy has died sinc^e the last' inspection. His death was occa- 
sioned by a tumor in the head. . . , . They have had one case of 
pleurisy fever, which terminated favorably in a few days. ... . The 
inspectors find that the house will not conveniently accommodate but 
75 boys. It is apparent, therefore, that 93 inmates, the present num- 
ber, must crowd, and fears are entertained for the health of the insti- 
tution All the boys have a sufficiency of beds arid bedding, 

comfortable clothes for every day, and a suit for the Sabbath. The 
house is Well warmed and ventilated, and no spirituous liquors are 
allowed there. 

'^ The house is kept clean ; as also^ the' yards, vaults, and all places 

LLL2 
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oocupied by the boys. The boys bathe once a week Their 

shirts and iBocks are changed once a week. 

^* . . . . They rise in the morning at 5 o^clock, and retire in the 
evening at half past 8 o'clock. They labor six hours of the day, are 
at school four ; and they have five and one half hours for meals, rec- 
reation, &c. 

'*.... Of those who have been in the school since the last in- 
spection, 25 have attended to grammar ; 79 to written arithmetic ; 
79 to geography ; 92 to mental arithmetic ; and 72 to writing. 

*' Of the number of boys who have been in the institution 'since 
the last inspection, 62 were engaged in shoemaking, 45 in knitting, 
and 7 in domestic work.'^ 

The crimes for which they were committed were, larceny, 
59; living an idle and dissolate life, 26; stubbornness, 13; 
shopbreaking, 5 ; housebreaking, 4 ; truants, S ; assault and 
battery, 1 ; vagabond, 1. 

The age was, 10 years and under, 10 ; 11 and 12 years, 
29 ; 13 and 14 years, 47 ; 15 and 16 years, 22 ; 16 and 17 
years, 6. 

The authority which committed last year — Police Court, 
25 ; Municipal Court, 8 ; discharged by Police Court, 7 ; by 
Municipal Court, 3 ; by expiration of sentence, 3 ; indented, 7 ; 
died, 1 ; indented to farmers, 2 ; to shoemakers, 3 ; to tailors, 
1 ; to mariner, 1. 

Discharged by the courts to live with parents, 5 ; with sis- 
ter, 1 ; to go to Wisconsin, 1 ; to go to sea, 1 ; to the House 
of Industry, 1. 

The numbers given in the table on Houses of Refuge, &a, 
are for the whole of last year ; the numbers here given are for 
six months of the last year. 



FARM SCHOOL ON THOMPSON'S ISLAND IN BOSTON HARBOR. 

BotTON Fabk ScHOOiiy Maj 21, 1862. 

" Rev. L. Dwioht. 

^^ Dear Sir : In answer to your communication relative to 
the health of this institution, I would say, that the members of this 
school have been blessed with the same degree of health the past as 
in former years. 

^^ Although some cases have occurred which required the consulta- 
tion of a surgeon, no medical practitioner has been called to visit 
any boy on account of sickness, but in one case, for nearly eleven 
years. 

^ Our large family, like every smaller one, is subject to frequent 
cuts, bruises, falls, sprains, 6cc, ; and scarcely a day passes which 
does not bring into requisition a knowledge of the structure of the 
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Jnunan system, and an acquaintance with the laws wl|ich govern its 
operations, both in a healthy and a diseased state. 

'^ But that remedial power which a beneficent Providence has kind- 
ly given to nature to restore herself, when slightly injured or diseased, 
has been sufficient, with the little aid we have, been able to ren- 
der, to prevent their systems from becoming generally affected, except 
in the case above referred to, which occurred, about seven years ago. 
For this blessing of health for so long time and with so slight excep- 
tion, we cannot feel too thankful. 

. '^ We have not, however, been unmindful of the means which Prov- 
idence has placed in our power for preserving health, such as clean" 
liness, thorough ventilation, simple but nourishing food, and exercise 
in the open air. 

^^ The boys rise about sunrise, and make their beds ; go belo^ and 
wash ; then repair to the school room, where a devotional exercise 
and prayer are read, by which time breakfast is usually ready. After 
breakfast, they are allowed to play in the open air, or play room, till 
eight, when a portion go to work on the farm, and the rest are 
called into school, where they remain till twelve, and then go to 
dinner. 

^' The school is again called at two, and keeps till six, when they take 
their supper. From this time till dark, they are allowed to be on the 
play ground. After washing hands and feet, they reassemble in the 
school room, where a selection from the Bible and a prayer are read, 
and they retire about eight o'clock. 

^' On the Sabbath, a discourse, with the usual accompanying exer- 
cises, is read to them in the morning, and a Sabbath school kept in 
the afternoon. During pleasant weather in summer, there is general- 
ly some person present to address them. The time not occupied in 
these exercises is spent in reading. 

''*■ During the past year, 53 boys were admitted, and 51 left the 
school ; 17, or one third of the latter number, were apprenticed, and 
the other two thirds returned to their friends. 

*^ We received 65 visits the past year from boys who have been 
sent out from this school, many of whom are now in good situations, 
and have become useful and respectable citizens. 

" Respectfully yours, 

^^ Robert Morrison.^' 

state reform school at w£stb0r0\ 

The Fifth Annual Report of this institution is House Doc- 
ument No. 2, octavo pages 48, containing resolves of the 
legislature in regard to printing 3000 copies of State Prisoa 
Reports annually, and 1500 copies of State Reform School 
Reports ; also the Report of the Trustees of State Reform 
School for 1851 ; together with the treasurer's report, the 
superintendent's report, the physician's report, and the 

8 J* 
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chaplain's report It is a neatly-printed pamphlet, for a l^s- 
lative document, with good paper and type. 
The officers of the institation are as follows : — - 

^^ Superintendent, William R. Liocoln ; assistant superintendent, 
Orville K. Hutchinson; chaplain, Rev. P. L. Gushing ; steward, 
James Leach; matron, Miss C. H. Porter; executive committee, 
George H. Kuhn, Edward B. Bigelow, Daniel H. Forbes ; treasurer, 
Edward B. Bigelow ; secretary, Thomas A. Greene. 

*'^ By the report of the superintendent, it will be seen that the school 
has been filled to overflowing, during the whole of the past year, and 
for the greater part of the time with a much larger number than it 
could properly accommodate. 

^^ It also shows that an increasing amount of the labor of the boys 
has been bestowed upon out-door operations, principally for the culti- 
vation and improvement of the farm When we first com- 
menced our operations, it was predicted, and by some of those, too, 
who had had experience in the care of juvenile delinquents, that high 
walls and close fences would be found indispensable to our success, 
and that very few, if any, of the boys could be safely trusted to labor 
in the open fields. We preferred to try, at least, another experiment, 
and we think the result has proved, that to trust with some degree of 
confidence such boys even as these, is the best way to inspire faithful- 
ness, and that in very few instances, out of the great number in 
whom we have placed it, has this confidence been ab.used ; while the 
few escapes that have occurited (only four out of so many hundred) 
have been from the number confined within the walls of the building, 
and not from the boys who have been permitted to go beyond them. 

" The greater part of the boys who have been placed out as ap- 
prentices have, by their subsequent good conduct and deportment, 
answered the expectations which had been formed of them. 

"The good health with which we have been almost uniformly 
favored since the institution was opened, has been indeed remarkable, 
and should be on our part gratefully acknowledged. At our present 
annual meeting, there is but one boy ill enough to be an occupant of 
the hospital, and he is convalescent. 

" The increasing interest felt by many of the boys in their studies 
at school, which is noticed by the superintendent, and the consequent 
improvement in this department, during the last year, are gratifying 
considerations to the board. 

" The treasurer's account shows a small balance, after defraying 
all the expenses of the year, in favor of the institution. The income 
of the Lyman Fund has been applied to all such purposes of perma- 
nent improvement as, in the opinion of the trustees, could be properly 
charged to it, in conformity with the intentions of the benevolent 
founder. 

" To defray the expenses of the institution for the ensuing year, 
the trustees would now ask for an appropriation of $20,000, viz. : 
for provisions and clothing for 325 boys, $i0,800 ; for salaries, wages. 
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and support of of&cexs, 97000 ; for fuel, lights^and current expenses, 
$4525 ; for workshop, farming tools, and improvements on farm, 
$2700 ; for bringing an additional supply of water to the house, and 
for warming, by steam, the dining room and workshops, $2300 ; — 
total, $27,325. 

"Deduct for balance in the hands of the treasurer, $14 90; for 
income of the Lyman Fund, to be applied to some of these pur- 
poses, $3500 ; and for estimated proceeds of the labor of the boys, 
$3810 10; — total, $7^5. 

" The Reform School has now been for three years in — may we 
not say ? — successful operation. Has it not, in its healing and restoring 
influences^ accomplished as much as, in so short a time, its reason- 
able friends could have anticipated, and much more than its doubting 
and hesitating ones expected ? We think it has. 

" And for the good fruits which our vineyard has produced and is 
producing, let us not forget that we are mainly indebted, under the 
providence of God, to the skill and industry of the husbandmen who 
have digged and dressed it. To our superintendent, the assistant su- 
perintendent, the chaplain, and all the officers of the institution, prin- 
cipal and subordinate, with scarcely an exception, our thanks are due 
for their steady and untiring devotion to the discharge of their onerous 
and responsible duties. 

" George EL Kuhn, Josiah B. French, Russell A. Gibbs, 
Samuel Williston, Thomas A. Green, Edward B. 
BiGELOw, Daniel H. Forbes. 

•• Wbbtboro', December 5, 1851." 

In September last, the trustees gave notice that, for want of 
room, no more boys could be received, the number then being 
more than 300. And after careful examination, they con- 
cluded that the establishment could be enlarged to accommo- 
date nearly double the present number of inmates, and they 
accordingly recommended the subject to the careful considera- 
tion of the legislature, and the legislature made provision for 
such enlargement. 

The report of the superintendent has the following lan- 
guage of encouragement : " It is believed that the school is 
now accomplishing as much, and the prospects of future use- 
fulness are as great, or greater, than at any former period. 
Evidence of this fact is seen in the daily improvement among 
the boys ; many of them are making rapid advancement, both 
morally and irUellectually ; also in the good ^^ public opinion" 
(if I may use the term) among them, in carrying out the re- 
quirements of the rules and regulations adopted for the govern- 
ment of the school." 

The following statements in regard to the pecuniary affairs 
of the institution are gathered from the report of the treas- 
urer : — 
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The amount received from the state treasury by the treas- 
urer, from December 1, 1850, to November 30, 1852, $22,500; 
do. from W. R. Lincoln, superintendent, for work of boys, 
$4639 37; do. from Lyman fund, 04100; — total receipts 
for time as above, $31,239 37. 

The treasurer's balance on hand was $4793 38 ; cash paid 
for tools, improvements and repairs, stock, &c., $3159 71 ; 
do. tools, leather, and materials for shoe shop, $1373 66 ; do. 
salaries of officers, wages, and labor, $8588 24 ; do. hos- 
pital expense, $20 27, fuel and light, $1162 68 ; = 
$1182 95 ; do. provisions and groceries, $8659 71 ; books, 
stationery, and printing, $282 14; do. furniture and bedding, 
$1049 26; do. clothing, $2790 82; trustees' expenses, 
$223 04 ; do. transportation and railroad freight, $225 07 ; do. 
other items, postage, interest, miscellaneous, and balance, 
$911 39;— total, $31,239 37. 

The following additional statistical facts are gathered from 
the valuable report of the superintendent : — 

Boys in the house, December 1, 1850, 324 ; do. committed 
since, 129 ; returned, 12 ; — total, 141. Whole number during 
the year, 465; discharged, 155; remaining, November 30, 51 ; 
— total, 310. 

Received from Barnstable county, year ending November, 
1851, 2 ; Bristol, 19.; Berkshire, 3 ; Dukes, 1 ; Essex, 21 ; 
Franklin, 1 ; Hampden, 9 ; Hampshire, 2 ; Middlesex, 30 ; 
Nantucket, 0; Norfolk, 11; Plymouth, 1; Suffolk, 15; Worces- 
ter, 14 ; — total, 129. 

Discharged on expiration of sentence, 8 ; do. by board of 
trustees, 40 ; rejected and remanded, 23 ; indented or appren- 
ticed to boot and shoe makers, 15 ; to carpenters, 5 ; to as 
many different avocations, 1 each, 14 in all ; to silver platers, 
3 ; to blacksmiths, 3 ; to tailors, 2 ; to masons, 3 ; — total in- 
dentured, 80 ; escaped, 1 ; died, 3 ; total discharged last year, 
135. 

** The whole number discharged since the school was opened is 273, 
viz. : 27 on expiration of sentence ; 60 by the board of trustees, as 
reformed ; 6 by order of court ; 40 rejected and remanded ; 4 es- 
caped ; 7 died ; and 121 indentured, as follows : to farmers and 
gardeners, 57 ; boot and shoe makers, 25 ; carpenters, 9 ; silver 
platers, 4 ; masons, blacksmiths, and coopers, 3 each ; trunk mak* 
ers, sail makers, and tailors, 2 each ; printer, shoe and shave maker, 
barber, saw maker, cabinet maker, japanner, tin and sheet iron, worker, 
rigger, currier, stone cutter, wheelwright, pump and block maker, 
machinist, sleigh maker, and harness maker, 1 each, and 5 to attend 
school. 

" The 60 discharged by order of trustees were mostly returned to 
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parents, who seemed to be suitable persons to take the charge of their 
children." 

The authority by which they were committed last year, was 
by Court of Common Pleas, 10; by Boston Municipal Court, 
10 ; do. Police Court, 2 ; by Police Courts in other parts of 
the state, 35 ; by justices of the peace, 28 ; by trial jus- 
tices, 44. 

The causes of commitment were, for larceny, 48 ; for stub- 
bornness, 59 ; for being idle and disorderly, and vagrant, 13 ; 
for other causes and crimes, 9 ; — total, 129. 

The terra of time for which they were committed — during 
their minority, 103 ; for different specific periods, 26 ; — total, 
129. A large discretion is given to the trustees in regard to 
apprenticing and discharging when they deem it wise and 
good. 

The nativity of the boys : from Ireland, 7 ; other foreign 
countries, 8; from Massachusetts, 96; from other states, 18. 
Of 669 committed from the first, 92 were foreigners ; of 477 
reported born in the United States, 336 are of American, 129 
of Irish parentage, and 9 of other foreign parentage. Com- 
mitted, of American parentage, in 1849, 5G| per cent*; in 1850, 
73^ per cent, and in 1851, 71 per cent. ; and of the whole, 60 
per cent. 

The age of those committed last year, was 10 years and 
under, 24 ; 11 and 12 years, 31 ; 12 and 13 years, 39 ; 14 and 
15 years, 48 ; over 15 years, 3. 

Some idea of the causes of crime may be gathered from 
the following statement : Out of 669, the whole number 
received, 220 had lost their father; 130 their mother; 193 
fathers had no steady employment; 255 fathers and 72 
mothers were intemperate ; 234 fathers and 72 mothers used 
profane language ; 210 fathers and 109 mothers were Sabbath 
breakers ; 102 fathers, mothers, brothers, or sisters have been, 
or are, in Prison ; 472 were idle previous to admission, or had 
no steady employment ; 307 have been over indulged ; 316 
neglected ; 493 truant from school ; 378 Sabbath breakers ; 
508 addicted to lying ; 290 used tobacco ; 468 profane lan- 
guage; 326 obscene language ; 386 attended theatres and simi- 
lar places of amusement ; 34r8 slept out ; 261 drank ardent 
spirits ; 202 had been previously arrested ; 117 once ; 33 
twice ; 16 three times ; 11 four times ; 25 five times and over ; 
4 history unknown. 

'' The above table is based upon the voluntary acknowledgments 
of the boys, together with such information as we have been able to 
gather from other reliable sources. 
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**• It has been supposed that crime among minors has been more 
frequent during the last ten years than previously. 

'* The apparent increase can be more than accounted for, in the- 
increase of our population from foreign shores. 

'* At least, one third of the many thousand foreigners landing at 
Boston, New York, and other places, are minors ; it need not sur- 
prise us that this class of offenders should increase. 

" In the year 1850, about forty thousand emigrants arrived at Bos- 
ton, and during the first eight months of the present year one hun- 
dred and ninety-three thousand in New York. 

" Such facts should lead us to put forth every reasonable effort to 
enlarge and improve our existing institutions. 

" Too much is frequently expected from institutions for the refor- 
mation of youthful offenders. 

" I trust that the Reform School will not be condemned for fail- 
ing to accomplish, in a few months, what is not oflen effected in 
well-regulated families — the restoration of all to society without 
blemish.*' 

The chaplain of the institution furnishes a report, from 
which the following extracts are important : — 

" The way is indeed a rough one, though not entirely destitute of 
objects of interest and sources of pleasure. Relying upon the divine 
promises, the dreary waste becomes transformed into the fruitful field, 
and gracious sunlight shines through frowning clouds. He who grants 
the suocession of harvest to seed time in the natural world, has also 
taught us to expect a similar return in the cultivation of his moral 
vineyard. 

^^ Daily devotions have been observed as usual, and such personal 
advice and moral and religious instruction given as the wants and 

circumstances of the boys seemed to demand Applications 

for personal conversation are of almost daily occurrence, and a re- 
sponse to them is never without its reward When we remem- 
ber how little salutary parental influence has been exerted over these 
youth, it is not surprising that they sometimes fail to listen to the 
word of warning and reproof, and turn away without feeling its force 

or acting upon the suggestions of their better nature * If I 

had been taught to lead a different life by my parents,' said one in 
whom a radical change seems to have been effected, * I do not believe 
I should ever have been so bad a boy.' This plain, yet simple and 
touching declaration would express the irresistible convictions of not 
a few. It will be seen, therefore, that a firm but generous parental 
watch and care will do much toward giving a proper direction to the 
mind. 

" The chapel services have been regularly conducted, and there 
has been a general good attention to the preaching of the word as it 
has been unfolded from Sabbath to Sabbath. 

^^ The method of ccmducting the exercises of the Sabbath School, 
indicated in the last report, and which had then been in operation but 
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a single quarter, has been employed throughout the year. The week- 
ly records of the classes have been regularly kept by the teachers, 
showing the amount of Scripture committed to memory by each 
scholar, the merit of the several recitations, and the excellence of de- 
portment. The ordinary exercises have been laid aside once a quar- 
ter, and the results of its progress made known to the school. These 
seasons of retrospection have been improved by the teachers and 
others in offering such remarks as seemed suited to the occasion, and 
fitted to inspire the scholars with a love of the sacred Scriptures, and 
the importance of their diligent tStudy. .... The number of verses 
of Scripture committed to memory and recited the past year, is 
1 14,870 ; average to a pupil, about 400. 

" . . . . We are still supplied with teachers from the religious 
societies in the vicinity, who continue their work of benevolence with 
a fidelity and devotion equal to its importance. Rarely absent, they 
win the affections of their pupils by their uniform kindness, and the 
separation is one of niiutual regret, when occasion arises for the dis- 
solution of the relation of teacher, and pupil. One of the teachers, 
who thus found it necessary to dissolve his connection with the school 
the past year, in consequence of a removal from town, addressed the 
chaplain a lettet expressive of his interest in his class, and his feelings 
on leaving. ' I have had the pleasure,' he said, ' of meeting my class 
every Sabbath except one for more than a year. It has been a duty 
>vhich I could not shrink from, and I regret that I must leave those 
dear boys who have been under my instruction. Their lessons have 
generally been good, and they have always been attentive and willing 
to comply with my wishes.' The following brief extracts from the 
quarterly reports of the teachers furnish cause for encouragement 
and hope : — 

" One says, ' The deportment of my class has ever been quiet and 
respectful. Some who, from sickness and other causes, have failed 
to commit their lessons one Sabbath, have made up the deficiency 
on the next.' 

" Another, * I can commend my class for good attention, and the 
increasing pleasure they manifest in the study of Bible history.' 

*' Another, ' My class has done remarkably well. They seem am- 
bitious to learn perfect lessons.^ 

** Another, ' The lads are very attentive and respectful. Some of 
them habitually have good lessons, and their conduct is worthy of the 
highest praise.' 

" Another, ' I think I can see a decided improvement in my class. 
The lessons are generally more accurately committed than formerly, 
and they are more quiet and attentive in their general deportment.' 

" Another, ' There has been a marked improvement in all my 
scholars.' 

" Another, ' I have had no case of bad conduct, but a general cor- 
rect deportment, a marked attention to the lesson, and a manifest 
desire fbr improvement.' 

" Another, * There has been an increased interest in the class dur- 

MMM 
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ing the quarter. Some appear sincerely desirous of knowing the 
truth, and are studying the Bible with a teachable spirit.^ 

'' Another, *• I think I can see a decided improvement in my class 
since the commencement of the school.' " 



BHODB ISLAND. 

PROVIDENCE BEFOEM SCHOOL. 

The First Report of this institation is a very neatly printed 
octavo pamphlet of 24 pages, octavo. 

It contains the report of the trustees and of the superin- 
tendent; also the act of incorporation embodied in the report 
of the trustees, as drawn up by their committee. They say, — 

'' As the present is the first formal report which has been made of 
the condition and progress of the institution since its organization, it 
is desirable that it should present a distinct view of the origin and his- 
tory of the school. 

^^ The movement which has resulted in the organization of the 
Providence Reform School commenced in 1847, with the ' Provi- 
dence Association of Mechanics and Manufacturers.' .... The 
rapid growth of our city, increasing largely the number of that class 
of delinquents whose youth rendered them unfit subjects either for 
the House of Correction or the County Jail, induced the association to 
present to the city council a memorial, as setting forth distinctly and 
briefly the objects in view. 

" ' To the Honorahle City Council, 

« * Pbovidbncb, May 11, 1847. 

*^ ^ . . . . Your memorialists feel a deep interest in the welfare 
and prosperity of the city, and they believe that an institution for the 
confinement, instruction, and reformation of idle and vicious persons 

is much needed Many of them are without suitable parents 

or guardians, and are not controlled and brought up in habits of so- 
briety and industry ; and some are quite young and do not commit acts 
recognized as crimes, but who are growing up in idleness, ignorance, 
and vice, and who, perhaps, may be rescued from destruction if con- 
fined and instructed, morally, physically, and mentally, and become 
good and wholesome members of society. The confinement of the 
young should be attended with as little degradation as possible, refor- 
mation, or the giving of a right direction to the mind, being the main 
object. 

" ' . . . . The association are also informed, that quite young per- 
sons are sent to the Providence County Jail, which is used by the city, 
under severe exactions from the General Assembly, as a House of Cor- 
rection, where they come in contact with old offenders, and it is 
believed their morals are not improved.' 
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^^ .... In May the ^ty council passed the following resolutions : — 

^ ' Resolved, That it is expedient for the city to establish a House 
of Heform^tion, with an especial view to the confinement, instruc- 
tion, and refortnation of young persons of idle, vicious, and vagrant 
habits. 

^' ^ Resolved, That the next city council be requested to appoint a 
committee to select a proper location for such an institution, and to 
cause a plan of a suitable building or buildings therefor to be made, 
with an estimate of the cost thereof, and to report the same to the 
city council.' 

^^The new council, at their meeting in July, approved the above 
resolutions, and appointed Messrs. Shephard, Mathewson,and Walcott, 

with Alderman Hoppin, a committee for the aforesaid objects 

This committee were occupied for more than a year in collecting 
documents and obtaining information upon the subjects committed to 
their charge.** 

The act of incorporation was passed at the January ses- 
sion of the Greneral Assembly, 1850: 

^^ At the October session of the same year, an arrangement was 
made between the state and the city, whereby the use of the institu- 
tion was extended to the state." 

At the January session of the legislataife^. a resolve was 
passed on a memorial of certain ladies to extend the benefits 
of the Reform School as well to females as to males. 

November 1, 1851, the superintendent, Mr. James M. Tal- 
cott, presented his First Annual Report to the trustees, from 
which we make the following extracts : — 

" Twelve, months have now ela,psed since the opening of this insti- 
tution for the reception of inmates, during which time there has been 
a gradual increase of numbers, tnaking an average of one per week. 

"Committed November 1, 1850, 1 boy; since committed, 48bo3ns, 
3 girls ; — total, 52. Escaped, 1 boy ; discharged, 5 boys, 1 girl ; 

— total, 7. Leaving in school October 31, 1851, 43 boys, 2 girls; 

— total, 45. 

" Theft is the cause of by far the greater number of commitments. 

" There are four religious exercises on the Sabbath. 

" The day school has been attended with encoura^ng results. 

" All are now able to read so as to join in reading the Scriptures. 

^' The health of the inmates has been remarkable, no case having 
occurred requiring the aid of a physician, excepting' those who were 
laboring under disease when committed. 

" The principal inducement for the establishment of this institution 
was the reformation of wayward, misguided youth. 

" The course of discipline pursued is chiefly moral, rather than 
physical ; and from the commencement we have endeavored to estab- 
lish, as nearly as possible, a system of what might perhaps be termed 
properly /ami7y disdpUne, 

*^ The grade system has been adopted. 

K 



772 PRISON DISCIPUlfB SOCIETY. 132 






Upon most this system has been attended with good effects. 

Most of the inmates have made use of tobacco, many of them 
both chewing and smdcing, and more than half have made use of in- 
toxicating drinks to a greater or less extent Nearly all confess them- 
selves to have been addicted to lying, profanity, and kindred vices ; 
still, their readiness, and in many instances apparent desire to abandon 
these habits, their contentment, cheerfulness, and it might be said 
happiness, as well as the interest they manifest in our various pursuits, 
and their own improvement, give much encouragement to hope that 
the apparent change manifest in some will be lasting, and that many, 
if not all, will become respectable and useful citizens, and, what is 
most desirable, true Christians." 

The trustees say in conclusion, in substance, that the Re- 
form School has thus far realized the wishes and expectation 
of those by whose influence it was established. About 1 
in every 1000 of our population has, within the past year, been 
subjected to its wholesome discipline. Ignorance has been in- 
structed, and vice reproved. Many of the present inmates 
have already acquired the rudiments of an education. In the 
workshop they have made good progress. Many boys have 
begun to acquire a practical knowledge of useful trades. Re- 
ligious and moral culture are blended with intellectual, so that 
many will go forth from the Providence Reform School wiser 
and better. , 

CONNECTICUT. 

STATE REFORM SCHOOL IN CONNECTICITT. 

This institution is located in Meriden, near the Hartford 
and New Haven Railroad, about half a mile east of the de- 
pot, on a farm purchased by the trustees. The location is 
central, the land is good, the size of the farm suitable, the 
scenery picturesque and beautiful, the water pure and soft, 
from the mountain in the background, which protects the 
site on the north and north*east ; the stone abundant on the 
premises, other building materials cheap, the people in the 
neighborhood enterprising, moral, and religious. On the whole, 
the prospects of the State Reform School in Connecticut, so 
far as location is concerned, are very fair. 

The trustees having made a successful effort, through their 
agent, to raise $10,000 by private subscription, before they 
could avail themselves of an equal sum appropriated by the 
state for the object, advertised for plans and specifications for 
a suitable building, large enough, when completed, to accom- 
modate 300 inmates. A liberal price was offered for the 
plans, to be presented on or before the 27th of October, 1852, 
and it is supposed to be the design of the trustees to proceed 
next year to erect the buildings. 
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NEW TORK. 

HOUSE OF REFUGE IN NEW YORK CITY. 

The Twenty-Seventh Annual Report of this institution is 
a very handsome octavo pamphlet of 56 pages. It contains 
the report of the managers to the legislature, of the physician, 
of the teachers of the boys' and girls' schools, statistics for 
1851, and extracts from the daily records of the superin- 
tendent. 

" The whole number of children received into the House of Refuge, 
since its opening in 1825, is 5318. The number of children in the 
House of Refuge on the 1st of January, 1851, was 411; the num- 
ber received during the year was 397 ; — making a total, for 1851, 
of 808. There remained in the house on the 1st of January, 1852, 
407; leaving the number disposed of during the year, 401. 

" . . . . They have been engaged in making chair seats, and pre- 
paring cane for the same ; also in the manufacture of razor strops, 
wallets, spectacle cases, &c., with about the usual proportion in each 
of these two branches, yielding an average income from this labor of 
about lljd. per head per day ; while the making and mending of 
clothes for the whole family is done as usual by the children. 

" The managers regret the necessity which has compelled them, as 
in. former years, for want of room, to close the boys' house against 
new commitments, while the accommodation in the girls' department 
is ample. 

" The managers . have been able, by the efficient action 

of their building committee, to adopt a plan for the new house, ap- 
proved by the governor and comptroller ; and which, they trust, will 
embody every convenience and advantage of classification, or other- 
wise, which experience or science has developed, and worthy of the 
state, if not a model institution, capable of accommodating 1000 in- 
niates. 

" . . . . They confidently hope, before two years shall have trans- 
pired, the new buildings ^yill be ready for occupation on the very 
eligible site procured of the corporation for that purpose, on Randall's 
Island, in the vicinity of the city, containing from 25 to 30 acres, 
where ample space and room will admit of a division of both boys 
and girls into separate classes, with workshops, dormitories, school 
and other apartments, heated and ventilated in the most approved 
manner. 

" They have been sensible of the urgent necessity and importance, 
in view of the increase of population in the state, and especially of 
juvenile crime, of checking the tendency to vice and wickedness at 
its fountain head, .... There are now throughout our land about 
16 Homes of Refuge, which afford a home £br children more or less 

MMM2 
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destitute or depraved A large number of young ofienders, by 

these means, are saved ; who, we have reason to believe, would other- 
wise end their career in the State Prison or Penitentiary. 

^* The report of the treasurer, included in the appendix, «how8 
the receipts and disbursements of the past year. Balance due to 
the treasurer, on the 1st of January, 1851, $1247 06. Receipts to 
January 1, 1852, $27,586 75. Disbursements to January 1, 1852, 
$23,736 41. Leaving balance due from treasurer, $2603 28. 

Physician's Report. 

^ There have been three deaths among the children in the Refuge 
since my last annual report. 

^^ It is here proper to state, that all three of the above-mentioned 
subjects came into the Refuge in a diseased state. 

^^ Almost uninterrupted health prevailed among the children during 
nearly the whole year. 

'' The health of the inmates is now good. Not one of them is 
severely ill." 

.... He says, '^ I will close this brief report, with simply ex- 
pressing my devout gratitude to an all-wise Providence for his good- 
ness in so signally shielding the children under your care from 
disease. Galen Carter, M. D.^^ 

Teacher*8 Report of Boys'* School. 

*' During the past year, 327 boys have been received into the 
school, — of whom, did not know the alphabet, 50 ; do. could spell 
easy words, 80 ; do. could read easy lessons, 144 ; do. could read in 
books generally, 30 ; do. could read well, 23 ; — total, 327. 

'^ It will be seen by the tables that the boys have made an honorable 
improvement during their short stay in the House. More than half of 
them have acquired a respectable knowledge in geography, whilst all 
of them receive instruction from outline maps. 135 have studied the 
History of the United States — all are taught some written arithmetic ; 
and as soon as they can write, are encouraged to compose. 170 of 

the boys now write on paper, and some of them very neatly 

They are in school from 3j- to 4 hours per day, where we frequently 
have 250 in the large room after our recitation rooms are filled. 

" Our Sunday School Visitors and Tract Missionary have our sin- 
cere thanks for their labors and salutary advice to the children. 

*' P. A. Spencer, Teacher.'* 

Teacher^s Report of Girls* School. 

^*' During the past year, 70 girls have been received. Of these, did 
not know Sie alphabet, 24 ; do. could spell easy words, 18 ; do. could 
read easy lessons, 17 ; do. could read in books generally, 7 ; do. could 
read well, 4 ; — total, 70. Were unacquainted with arithmetic, 55 ; 
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ccHdiinenced with subtraction, 10 ; do. multiplication, 2 ; do. division, 
3 ; — total, 70. 

*^ There are now 70 girls in the female department Of these, spell 
easy words, 8 ; do. read easy lessons, 18 ; do. read in books generally, 
30 ; do. read well, 14 ; — total, 70. Are in addition, 26 ; do. in sub- 
traction, 15; do. in tnuitipUcation, 10; do. division, 9; do. compound 
rules, 6 ; do. reduction, 4 ; — total, 70. 73 pupils have been dis- 
charged ; 40 write on paper, and all are taught outline geography. 
14,500 Scripture verses, and 1200 hymns, have been committed to 
memory by the girls during the year. Jane Cart, Teacher." 

*' Parentage of 274 white children received during the year 1851. 
Americans, 53 ; Irish, 163 ; English, 21 ; German, 29 ; Scotch, 4 ; 
French, 4 ; — total, 274 ; i. e., Americans, 53 ; foreigners, 221.'' 

There were received during the year, 397 ; of whom 220 
were from the city of New York, from the court and the 
governors of the Almshouse ; 80 from other counties ; 97 
returned, having been given up to friends or indentured. 

Average age, 13 years, 8 months. 

Indentured, 346 ; of whom 165 to farmers ; 60 to house- 
wifery ; 29 to whaling service ; 27 to shoemaking ; the re- 
mainder to other occupations. Discharged, 46 ; escaped, 5 ; 
died, 4. 

Extract of a Letter from the Superintendent concerning a Female House 

of Refuge. 

Nisw YoBK Hovsfi OF Bbvuob, Kay 1, 1852. 

My dear Friend : — 

Since I have been connected with the New York Refuge, we 
have received the most flattering incentives to renewed energy towards 
this department. The year I commenced as superintendent we had 
40 girls left after binding day, which was in April, 1849, we then 
sent 30 into the country to excellent places, and ^ of them have 
done well, and are growing up to be good and virtuous women. 
Seeing that by taking girls from the low places of the city and state, 
keeping them 1 and 2 years under good discipline, and then trans- 
ferring them to the country districts, had a happy result, 1 immedi- 
ately communicated the same to all the magistrates in person, and set 
before them the importance of sending more girls than they had to 
the Refuge. It had a good effect ; a larger number was sent, and have 
continued to be sent, and we have disposed of more every year ; and 
to satisfy your mind that the results have been happy, I will state one 
or two facts, of which you may judge for yourself. We bind out the girls 
in April and October in each year. On these occasions we have from 
30 to 40 to go, and for the last two years we have had calls for more 
than four times that number. This arises from the fact, that those we 
send away do well, and others desire them. We have just completed 
indenturing all we have to go this spring, and we have orders enough 

K* 
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now to take all we afaall have to go next fell. In my jtidgment, noth- 
ing better could be done in the way of philanthropy than to establish 
a reform school for girls in every large city in the United States, in 
which there should be two classes, one for those who have just begun 
a life of lewdness, and one for those who have only been guilty of 
petty crimes and vagrancy. And, my dear sir, as you are engaged in 
the cause of humanity, I hope you will be constant in urging this very 
important subject upon the minds of philanthropists and those in au- 
thority, and by so doing I believe you will add stars to the crown of 
your rejoicing in a better world. 

Yours with much regard and esteem, 

Jno. W. Ketcham. 



HOUSE of refuge AT ROCHESTER, NEW TORE. 

A document from this institution, in January, 1852, con- 
taining a beautiful frontispiece on steel of the building, the 
by-laws and ordinances of the establishment, and the act of 
incorporation, is a handsome octavo pamphlet of 28 pages. 

We present from this pamphlet the following concise de- 
scription of the admirable building, a list of the officers of the 
board, and part of a valuable letter from the president. 

" The Western House of Refuge for Juvenile Delinquents is one 
of the finest edifices in Western New York, and the institution among 
the most praiseworthy and best conducted in the Empire State. 

'^ The farm belonging to the institution, on a portion of which the 
buildings aie located, contains ^2^ acres of excellent land, and is 
finely located about 1^ miles north from the central portion of the 
city of fiochesier, on a slight elevation, between the Erie Canal on the 
west, and the road leading to the mouth of the Genesee River on the 
east ; 4^ acres of it are surrounded with a stone wall 20 feet in height, 
within which stand all the buildings belonging to the institution, ex- 
cept the barn ; 28 acres are enclosed with a stockade fence 10 feet in 
height, formed of cedar posts, and are designed for cultivation. The 
remaining 10 acres are appropriated to pasturage. The grounds with- 
in the walls are tastefully laid out in vegetable and flower gardens, 
walks and play grounds, and ornamented with trees and shrubbery, 
which, though now in their infancy, will in time add greatly to the 
beauty of the place, as well as to the comfort of the inmates. 

" The centre building of the house proper frbnts the east, and is 80 
feet wide, 55 feet deep, and is in height three stories above the base- 
ment. The two wings, extending to the north and south, are each 148 
feet long, 32 feet deep, and two stories in height above the basement, 
with the exception of the square towers, which form the finish at the 
extremities of the wings, and are three stories in height. The whole 
front of the building, it will thus be seen, is 382 feet in length. Two 
other wings, extending to the west from the extremes of the two 
already built, can hereafter be added, if required. In the basement 
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of the centre buildi(]|^ are a kitchen and 4inmg zoom for .the super- 
intendent^ a kitchen and dining room for the subordinate offiicerS} aAd 
the kitchen for the general purposes. of the. house.: The lalteor is 
furnished with a steam boiler and cooking apparatus of the most ap- 
proved kind, which are supposed to be sufficient to do the work for a 
family of at least 250 inmates. It , is also furnished with a steam 
engine of three horse power, which is used in part to elevate water 
from the cistern to a tank of the capacity of 2500 gallons, in the fourth 
story, from which ^ater is taken by means of leaden pipes to all parts 
of the house where its use is required ; and in part to furnish a power 
for boring and mciitising chair seats. On the first floor above the 
basement is the managers^ room, with rooms for the superintendent 
and his family ; on the secohd are two large rooms for the siek, ^nd 
sleeping rooms for the officers ; and on the third is the chapel, ^whtch 
is well arranged and commodious, and will seat 400 persons, and 
more if necessary. 

'^ In the basement of the north wing is a bathing and washing room, 
furnished with a plunging bath of the capacity of 5000 gallons, a 
shower bath, and also with pipes and cocks so distributed that each 
delinquent can at the same time perform his ordinary ablutions under 
a running stream of water, without interfering ^th or being interfered 
with by any other. There are also,, in the basement of the same 
wing, a washing, drying, and ironing room, tailor^s shop, seamstress's 
room, abd store room. The first floor embraces the dining room, 
school room, recitation room, and a room for the library, and on the 
second are the dormitories, which are 7 feet square, and are arranged 
in two tiers on either side of a hall 15 feet in width, running the whole 
length of the wing. Each dormitory has a narrow window extend- 
ing from the floor to the ceiling, rendering it light, airy, and pleasant, 
and a ventilating flue, which can be opened and closed at pleasure. 
The basement of the south wing will be occupied, when completed, 
for store rooms and various other purposes. The first floor will be 
occupied chiefly by the school room, and other rooms connected with 
the instruction of the delinquents ; the room now occupied as a school 
room in the north wing being too small for an enlarged number, and 
being also needed as an addition to the dining room. The second 
floor is fitted up like that of the north wing, with dormitories similarly 
constructed and arranged. The whole building, with the addition of 
a few dormitories in the north wing, will well accommodate 200 de- 
linquents, with the officers and hands necessary to take charge of 
them. 

The whole expense of the premises, the building proper above rep- 
resented being the principal item, is estimated at about $75,000. 
Commissioners for erecting the buildings — Isaac Hills, William Pit- 
kin, and D. C. McCallum. 

The institution was opened in August, 1849. The number of de- 
linquents on the 1st of January, 1850, was 37 ; the 1st of January, 
1851, 98 ; and the whole number now at the house is 130. The 
present officers are, Samuel S. Wood, superintendent; .Artemas 
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W. Fishier, assistant superintendent; John M. Denton, teacher; 
Hugh Collins, steward ; Albert Backus, gate keeper ; David Sturges, 
farmer ; F. F. Backus, physician. 

Oficers of the Board, 

Frederic F. Backus, President; 
John Greig, 1st Vice President ; 
Alexander Mann, 2d Vice President ; 
Isaac Hills, Secretary and Treasurer. 

Acting Committee, — Frederic F. Backus, Elijah F. Smith, Or- 
lando Hastings, William Pitkin, Isaac Hills. 

Visiting Committee. — Jacob Grould, Orlando Hastings, Alexander 
Mann, Edward Roggen, Amon Bronson. 

Discharging Committee, — Orlando Hastings, Jacob Grould, Samuel 
W. D. Moore. 

Commissionere for erecting the Buildings, — *• Isaac Hills, William 
Pitkin, Daniel C. McCallum. 

BoGHBSTBB, May 10, 1852. 

Dear Sir : — 

In answer to your inquiries concerning our institution, I 
would say that our present number is 140, and they are all doing 
well. During the latter half of the month of January, we had an 
epidemic fever come very suddenly upon us, of a typhoid charac- 
ter, and before it sf)ent itself, we had 65 cases, many of them very 
severe, lasting from 14 days to 4 weeks; 30 beds or more were 
full at a time ; two of our officers, deputy superintendent and teacher, 
were down with it ; many of our domestics, and three of Mr. Wood^s 
family ; four deaths occurred among the boys. 

During the last winter, the law incorporating our institution was altered 
in one respect. As it was originally, counties sending delinquents to 
it were obliged to pay 50 cents per week for their support. This was 
an anomaly in all state institutions of this character in our country. It 
was beginning to have its effect in deterring counties from sending 
boys to the house ; boards of supervisors in several counties had for- 
bidden their courts from sending them. 

It was also found to be very unequal in its operation, as one third of 
the boys sent from our large cities, as Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse, Os- 
wego, &c., were not, in fact, residents of the counties in which these 
cities were located, but came into those cities from other counties, and 
committed crimes for which they were sent to our institution. And 
then again, the half of the state sending to the New York institution 
paid nothing, that institution receiving annually from the state some 
•10,000 or $12,000. 

This feeling in the counties was increasing daily, and it had the 
effect to diminish the good the institution was designed to do, and was 
capable of doing. The change in the law goes into effect on the 1st of 
October next. I have no doubt the institution will fill up at once, and 
be kept full steadily after this provision shall have gone into effect. 
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With our institntioB steadily foil, we can, with a little yearly assist* 
ance from the state, support the institution. 

Very truly, yours, &c., 

F- F. Backus. 



NEW JERSEY. 



HOTJSS OF RBFTTGB FOR JT7VENILE DELIKQITENTS IN KINGSTON. 

All we have to publish, at the present time, concerning this 
infant institution, is contained in a letter from the Bev, Samuel 
Starr, late chaplain of the New Jersey State Prison. 

As a Jerseyman, I am ashamed to say, that the last legislature 
appointed commissioners to sell out the grounds purchased and walls 

erected for a House of Refuge It really makes us sick at 

heart. We have some faint hope that it may be purchased and re- 
served for its intended purpose. 

Very truly and faithfully, 

Samuel Starr. 



PENNSYLVANU. 

HOUSES OP REFUGE FOR WHITE AND COLORED JUVENILE DELINQUENTS 

IN PHILADELPHIA. 

There is an Institution in Philadelphia differing from 
all similar institutions in the United States only in this, that 
the colored part has become so large as to forma sepa*- 
rate department ; in fact, in many respects a separate institu- 
tion, except that it is under the same board of managers, and 
regulated by the same latv^s; in a different locality and under 
different officers, subject to the same board of managers. 

The Twenty-Fourth Annual Report of the House of. Refuge 
in Philadelphia is a handsome octavo pamphlet tif 43 pages, 
beautiful paper and type, giving all the information of the 
year concerning both departments united in one, and con- 
taining a frontispiece consisting of a ground view and eleva- 
tion, on steel, of the new bouse for colored children and 
youth ; also the annual report of the board of managers to 
the legislature, dated January 6, 1852 ; a condensed report 
of the treasurer ; report of the ladies' committee ; report of the 
superintendent of white children ; report of the superintendent 
of colored children ; reports of the male and female teachers 
of the white department for boys* and girls; the report of the 
male and female teachers of the color^ department for boys 
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and girls ; extracts of letters from persons to whom fcMrmer 
inmates have been indentnred ; and finally, the descripticm of 
a plan, together with estimates of cost of erecting and furnish- 
ing the proposed new buildings for the white department of 
the House of Refuge. This is an unusually rich pamphlet. 
If we do not dwell as long upon it as upon some others, it 
will not be because the material is not as abundant 

'' The board of managers respectfully report, that during the year 
1851, the reformatory discipline of the House of Refuge has been 
extended to the following number of inmates, viz. : — 





Number of 

inmates, 
Jan. 1, 1861. 


Beceived 

during year 

1851. 


DiMhargad 

during year 
1851. 


January 1, 
1858. 


White department 

Colored " 

it (( 


for bo3r8, . 

" girls, . 
" boys, . 
" girlB, . 

• • ft 


189 
55 
84 
34 


222 
54 

74 
27 


257 
62 

67 
28 


154 
47 
91 
33 


Total, . . 


362 


377 


414 


325 



The superintendent of the white department gives the fol- 
lowing additional statistics : — 

Indentured, 207, of whom 37 were girls ; returned to 
friends, 63, of whom 14 were girls ; not proper subjects, 46, 
4 girls ; sent to the Almshouse, 4, all boys ; sent to the 
Pennsylvania Hospital, 1 ; to the Magdalen Asylum, 4 girls ; 
sent to sea, 5 boys ; of age, 2 girls ; escaped, 5 boys ; died, 1 
boy and 1 girl ; 76 were committed, out of the 276, the whole 
number committed, on complaint of and by request of their 
parents and nearest friends, 234, including many of these 
by magistrates and courts in the city and county of Phila- 
delphia ; 16 were returned, having been indentured, and 11 
returned voluntarily. 

The average age of boys when admitted was 14 years. 
The average number of the white children during the year was 
212. The boys employed at bookbinding were, 9 ; making 
cane seats, 62 ; razor strops, 78 ; miscellaneous, 5 ; the boys 
indentured to farmers, 97 ; to boot and shoe makers, 18 ; to 
other trades and occupations, 55. 

The superintendent of the colored department furnishes the 
following statistics concerning the colored children: Com- 
mitted by magistrates and courts, in the city and county of 
Philadelphia, 91; other counties, 4; returned, having been in- 
dentured, 2 ; returned voluntarily, 4 ; discharged, indentured, 
62 ; unfit subjects, 16 ; returned to friends, 15 ; of age, 1 ; 
escaped, 1 ; died, none ; remaining in the house, 124, of 
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whom 33 were girls. Of those committed, 41 were on com- 
plaints of parents or nearest friends. Of those committed, 44 
were born in Philadelphia, 9 in New Jersey, 11 in other states, 
and the remainder not ascertained. 

The average age of boys when admitted was 12| years ; of 
girls, 14 years; the average number of inmates in the colored 
house was 82 boys and 35 girls. Of the boys indentured, 30 
were to farmers, and 11 to other trades and occupations. The 
boys were all employed in manufacturing umbrellas, and the 
giris in making and mending garments. 

An unusually large number of inmates from the white de- 
partment, viz., 170, were indentured during the last year. 

^' The indenturing committee continue to receive, from persons to 
whom former inmates have been indentured^ gratifying evidence of 
the beneficial effects of the training of the institution." 

The health of the inmates has been, very good, two deaths 
only, both of white children, having occurred, from an average 
of 329 children. 

" The employments of the inmates continue the same as last year, 
the boys in the white department being engaged in the manufacture 
of razor strops and cane chair seats, and in bookbinding, and those in 
the colored department in the manufacture of umbrella furniture ; 
while the girls in both departments make and mend their own cloth- 
ing and that for the boys, cook and wash for the whole family, and 
perform various other household duties. 

" The amount earned by the labor of the boys has been, in the 
white department, $5543 16, and in the colored department $2190 75, 
making a total of $7733 91. 

^^ The current expenditure of the institution has been as follows, 
viz. : — 

^* For the white department, $15^281 58; qplored department, 
$8955 43 ; both white and colored departments, $1638 68 ; — total 
current expenses, $25,875 69." 

The expenses have been larger than usual for extras, such 
as gas, culvert, horses and wagons, larger outfits of the inden- 
tured, salary of a new officer to assist indenturing committee 
— a good proof of increased usefulness. 

" Deducting the amount earned by the labor of the boys, it will be 
found that the expenditure for the white department is $50 91 per 
inmate, and that for the colored department $62 80 per inmate." 

The daily school instruction is, as heretofore, about four 
hours daily, and an additional hour for those least advanced 
in their studies. 

NNN 
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The board of managers tender their thanks to Sunday 
school teachers in both departments, and hope more teachers 
will offer their services in the colored department 

Religious services have been condocted in the diapels of 
both departments by the voluntary and gratuitous services of 
ministers of the gospd of various denominations^ for which 
thanks are returned. 

The ladies' committees from Philadelphia have. ^rendered 
aid " among the female inmates in both the white and col- 
ored departments. 

Both departments are represented by the board in a satis- 
factory condition. 

The plan of the new building, which has been prepared 
and accepted for the white department, is designed to accom- 
modate 350 white boys and 150 white girls, in three classes : 
Ist class, " the older and more vicious ; " the 2d class, those 
^<who are believed to be less depraved;": and the 3d class, 
" those who have been some time under the reforaiatory disci- 
pline of the institution, manifest a spirit of obedience to the 
rules and regulations, and a desire to benefit by the oppor- 
tunities afforded them for moral and intellectual improve- 
ment." 

It is intended that the 3d class shall not associate with the 
2d class, nor either of these classes with the 1st class, but 
that all the classes shall associate freely with their own class 
during play hours. 

The estimated cost of erecting these buildings for the white 
department, omitting the part for the 3d class of inmate^, 
and still accommodating 432 inmates, is $200,000. The esti- 
mated amount on hand for the accomplishment of this object 
is $140,000, and it is proposed to present a memorial to the 
legislature for the remaining $60,0(X). 

Some general views expressed in the report of the board, 
in regard to juvenile delinquency and its causes, particularly 
in large cities, and in families where parental authority is not 
found, are worthy of a reprint and general circulation. 

'* Twenty-three years have now elapsed since the buildings of the 
white department (which contain 167 dormitories for boys, and 65 for 
girls) were opened for the reception of inmates. In that period, the 
population of Pennsylvania has increased from 1,300,000 to 2,400,000. 

*' The gratifying evidence which we have, in the munificence of 
private individuals, and the liberal aid afforded by public authorities, 
towards the erection of Houses of Refuge in various sections of our 
Union, that the beneficial influence of reform schools is justly appre- 
ciated in many parts of our country, has been adverted to frequently 
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in former reports of this board. They would now point to the in- 
creasing demand for such institutions. The increase of juvenile 
delinquency is, they fear, not (o be measured by the ratio of increase 
of population. 

^' In all our large cities, there are low-priced theatres, whose inju- 
rious influence none can doubt ; we have a system of hiring boys by 
the week, in place of indeuturing them untU 21 years of age, and 
this is productive of much evil ; and we have a plentiful stock <^ ju- 
venile ' clubs,' whose names sufficiently evidence that they work no 
good ; but these are all secondary causes. If we would seek the evil 
at its source, we must go back to the early training of the child ; and 
there, in the laxity of parental control so prevalent throughout our 
land, it is believed^ exists the most potent cause of the rapid increase 
of juvenile delinquency. 

*'^ Could every parent throughout the length and breadth of the land 
have impressed upon his or her mind the sad truth that Houses of 
Befuge are mainly peopled from the neglect of parents to exert a 
proper control over their youthful offspring, the painful duty would 
not so frequently devolve upon the managers of such institutions of 
having to report that the accommodations are inadequate to the wants 
of the community. That this truth may be proclaimed, the board ask 
the aid of all philanthropists, and especially of the clergy. ' 

'^ In conclusion, the board would express their earnest hope that an 
enlightened public will cooperate with them in their endeavors to 
check the increase of juvenile delinquency, and that the divine bless- 
ing may rest upon this, and upon all similar institutions, and abun- 
dantly increase their usefulness. , 

We regret our inability to notice, in detail, for want of 

documents, 

The House of Refuge in Western Pennsylvania, 
The House of Refuge in Baltimore, Maryland, 
The proposed House of Refuge in the Distriot of 

Columbia, 

And the House of Refuge in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

In casting an eye over these pages on Houses of Refuge, 
and also over the table following, it will be seen that the whole 
number mentioned is 16 ; some of them have been in opera- 
tion about 25 years. This is true of the three Houses in 
Boston, New York, and Philadelphia. After these, and for a 
long time, scarcely any were established ; but when, after the 
experience of an age, they had been thoroughly tried and 
approved. Houses of Refuge began to ;spring up rapidly, until 
at this time the number is fully quadruple what it was for 
nearly a score of years. 

*''' The Uttle one has became a thousand" 

L 
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THE PRINCIPAL RESULTS OF TABLES ON HOUSES OF REFUGE 

FOR JUVENILE OFFENDERS. 

* 

The number of inmates at the commencement of the year 

in 8 houses was $1314 

The number at the close of the year, 1377 

Showing the number receiving this benefit to have increased 63 
The whole number received during the year in 8 houses 

was 1069 

The number apprenticed was 757 

Showing the whole number enjoying the benefits of a part 

or the whole year in them to have been 1826 

The whole number discharged, remanded, or returned to 

friends, was 114 

The number of deaths was only 10 

The average number was 1347 

Showing a bill of mortality of less than { of one per cent. 

The whole amount of expense incurred and paid for this 

unhappy class of juvenile delinquents was .... 102,923 

The whole amount of receipts for their benefit from all 

sources was 129,988 

Showing that the receipts exceeded the expenditures, . . 27,060 

The proceeds of the labor of these juvenile delinquents, (at 
an average age of about 12 years, while under re- 
straint, and undergoing the reformatory process,) as 
seen and acknowledged in the treasurer's report of dif- 
ferent houses, was 22,863 

The amount received for them from states or cities was . 67,867 

Showing that our communities and cities are not entirely 
destitute of human sympathy and soul. 

The amount of money paid for food for this company of 

poor children and youth was 23,004 

IwcLs hungry^ and ye gave me meat* 

The amount paid for clothing for this company of juvenile 

delinquents was 8846 

I was naked^ and ye clothed me. 

The amount paid for fuel and lights, in Houses of Ref- 
uge, was 4375 

I WAS IN Prison, and ye came unto me. 

Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw 
we thee an hungered, and fed thee; or naked, and clothed thee; or 
when saw we thee in Prison, and came unto thee ? 

And the King shall answer and say unto them. Verily I 
SAY unto you, Inasmuch as you have done it unto one of thb 

LEAST OP THESE MY BRETHREN, YE HAVE DONE IT UNTO ME. 
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PART V- 



INADEQUATE PROVISION FOR LUNATICS. 

We are obliged to omit the principal part of the intelli- 
gence under this head, which was designed and prepared for 
the Re]>ort. The documents, already mentioned by their 
titles, are rich and abundant, and fiill of encouragement and 
instruction ; but as they are immediately connected with the 
object of this society only so far as the asylums provide 
adequate care and suitable means and appliances for that 
unhappy class of our suffering fellow-men, who, destitute of 
reason and destitute of property, must fall into Almshouses 
and Prisons, if they are not provided for in Asylums, we 
shall not notice particular Asylums in detail, but give a large 
statistical table of nearly all the Asylums for the Insane in 
the United States, by which it will be seen, on a single page, 
what progress has been already made with regard to suitable 
and adequate provision for the insane in the United States. 
It will be seen, by this table, that adequate provision is 
made for but a small part of the insane, if we admit that 
their number is, at least, equal to one in a thousand of our 
population. This proposition would require further provision 
for many thousands. 

OENESAL RBSITLTS FROM THE TABLE HT 1651. 

The number of inmates in 25 Asylumd, at the commence- 
ment of the year, was 4711 

The number at the close of the year, 4943 

The number received during the year, ^ 3313 

The number discharged, 2745 

The number recovered, * 1388 

The number improved, • 532 

The number unimproved, 408 

The number who died was 605 

Making the proportion of deaths nearly 1 in 8 

While the proportion of deaths in New England Lunatic 

Asylums was 1 in 38 

The number who escaped during the year, 18 

Whole number received for a course of years, .... 37,483 

Whole number recovered, 11,905 

The amount received last year for these Asylums was . #291,766 

And the amount expended for theur benefit, $328,887 
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We give a single illnstratioii, from the Western District of 
New l^rk, of what remains to be done in a highly-favored 
district of one of the most highly-feivored states in the Union. 

BocHSBTBB, N. Y., December 3, 1851. 
Dear Friend : I send you one of my memorials. You will see 
simply the facts of the case stated briefly. I have placed it in the 
hands of active men, in all the counties mentioned. 

Affectionately yours, P. F. Backus. 

The memorialists from the counties named in the table 
make the following appeal to the legislature : — 

By an accurate examination, at the Census Office at Washington, of 
the statistics of the insane of this state in 1850, we find the following : — 

Total number of insane in the state, 2506. Of these, 1106 are 
in Lunatic Asylums — 1400 are supported privately or in Poor- 
houses. The State Asylum at Utica is considered by its superin- 
tendent as /tiZ2, its number of inmates averaging from 450 to 470 ; 
the other Asylums in the state are in an equally crowded state. The 
mtuation and number of the insane in the counties we represent are 
as follows, viz. : — 







No. of iniane 


No. of imHttie 


Na of insane 


No. of insane 
for 8 yeaiB 
at Utica Asy- 
lum. 


CoantiM. 


PopuUlkni. 


privately sup- 
ported. 


in 
Pooihoaeee. 


at Utica Asy- 
lum. 


Alleghany, . . . 


37,808 


6 


5 


1 


14 


Cattaraagns, . 




38.950 


13 


15 


3 


16 


Cbaataaque, . 




50,4d3 


17 


7 


9 


56 


!Erie, .... 




100,995 


18 


39 


8 


55 


Genesee, . . 




28,488 


5 


14 


3 


26 


layingston, . 




40,875 


10 




5 


47 


Monroe, . . 




87,650 


22 


19 


14 


111 


Niagara, . . 




42,266 


8 


13 


7 


34 


Orleans, . , 




28,501 


4 




2 


19 


Ontario, . . . 




43,929 


21 




16 


51 


Seneca, . . . 




25,441 


15 


2 


6 


27 


Steaben, . 




63,771 


20 


11 


6 


45 


Wayne, . . 




44,953 


11 




9 


40 


Wyoming, . 




31,981 


9 


7 


6 


29 


Yates, . . 




20,590 


7 


5 


5 


23 






686,689 


186 


137 


100 


593 



We have thus briefly shown the great and imperious want of another 
Asylum for the Insane^ Although our state holds the first rank 
among her sister states for her princely provision for the unfortunate 
of her citizens, yet it may not be generally known, that in her provis- 
ion for this class, she is far behind every other northern state. We, 
therefore, would respectfully solicit the immediate attention of your 
honorable body to this subject, and would most earnestly urge, that an 
act be passed at the present session, authorizing the construction of 
another Lunatic Asylum in the western part of this state, to accom- 
modate 225 inmates, and that commissioners be appointed to locate 
the same. And your memorialists will ever pray. (Dated Nov. 1851.) 
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PART YI. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 

BOSTOlI NEW JAIL. * 

Letter from Dr. Townsend^ Physician to the United States Pris- 
oners in the Boston Jails for thirty-Jive Years. 

BosTOK*, May 18, 1852. 

Dear Sir: In a conyerBadon held with you, a Exhort time since, 
upon the subject of the New Jail, you requested me to repeat to you, 
in writing, tli^ in^ression which the structure in its practical arrange- 
ments had made upon my mind. 

I would prehiiae,^ that, since the year 1817^ I have had frequent 
opportunities of visiting the inmates of the different Prisons in a pro- 
fessional capacity, commencing with the one located in Court Street. 
The transition from that to the Jail in Leverett Street was as great as 
from the latter to the beautiful structure now occupied. In the pres- 
ent Jail each prtsoner,:it is well known, is confined in a separate cell, 
— except when permitted to go into the privilege rooms, — which are 
well and agreeably lighted, with room for exercise, and furnished 
with good and; clean bedding, the lofty areas giving. sufficient and 
healthy ventilation. The temperature, since the first few weeks of its 
occupancy, I have always found agreeable, and high enough for the 
comfort of the prisoners. While every facility is provided for the 
access of the keepers to the prisoners, perfect security against escape 
has been furnished, the keepers having a supervision of the whole 
edifice, not only from the centre area, but from their private rooms. 
A great improvement in the fastenings I also notice, as it is unat- 
tended with the reverberating and disagreeable noise of large sliding 
bolts, it being only necessary to close the door, as the padlock which 
is attached to it is self-fastening. 

Another improvement — and one which has been long wanted — 
is the humane treatment of the witnesses and debtors, they being pro- 
vided with large privilege rooms, in which they are allowed to 
remain during 9ie day, for exercise and health, with as much liberty 
as is consistent with their security. 

The kitchen seems to be well situated under the guard room in the 
centre building. No odor is observed from the cooking ; in fact, 
the atmosphere in every part is untainted. The complete classi- 
fication of the inmates, viz., debtors, witnesses, prisoners detained 
for trial, the condemned, juvenile delinquents, and females, all are 
confined in distinct portions of the building, which is an important 
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arrangement, and the total separation of the prisoners from one 
another must have a happy influence on crime, preventins, as it does, 
the communication of the experience of those hardened in guilt to 
those just entering on the threshold. But the most happy eflect of the 
arrangement in the management of such an institution is the perfect 
silence which reigns throughout Standing in the centre area, where 
all the cells can be overlooked, no one would be sensible that a 
human being was confined there. I know of no institution in our 
city more worthy to be exhibited to strangers than this ; for, while 
all its features can be readily seen, the unfortunate inmates need not 
be exposed to the gaze of idle curiosity. It must be a great satisfac- 
tion to you to see that the result of your plan has been so successful. 
In my opinion, if the contemplated arrangement of worship, in the 
chapel, and employment for the prisoners, should be carried into 
efiect, it would have a salutary influence, both mentally and bodily. 
With regard, your obedient servant, G. S. Townsend. 



Extract of a Letter from Edward Jarms, M* P., of Dorchester^ 

Mass, 

When I took Judge William T. Bullock, of Louisville, Kentucky, 
with James Spear, Esq., and Bland Bedlard, Esq., to the New Jail, 
in Boston, in July, 1852, the judge, as soon as he entered the central 
area, looked all about on every side; he said nothing for several 
moments, but scrutinized every thing as far as he could ; seemed 
absorbed in wonder and satisfaction. At last, he said, — 

" This is beautiful. This is justice and humanity combined. The 
crime is punished, but the man himself is respected.^^ 

After examining every part of the Jail, going into all the kinds of 
cells, and learning from the deputy keeper the arrangements, he 
spoke in the same terms, and said he wished the government of his 
own city could have seen this before they built that in Louisville a 
few years ago. E. J. 

I should glory in taking charge of such an institution as the Boston 
New Jail. — Imputed to Captain Charles Bobbins. 

Tell my friend I give up beat in regard to the Boston New Jail. 
— Imputed to Amos Pilsbury, of Albany, N. Y. 

Answer to Objection against Boston New Jail that ^^ it is not well 

lighted:' 

This objection has been raised and insisted upon before a highly- 
respectable board of managfsrs in one of the largest cities of the 
United States, when considering the plan of a new building. 

Boston, March 30, 1852. 

Being familiar with both the above structures, (referring to the 
Boston New Jail, and the Almshouse on Deer Island,) I can state, 
confidently, that they are both abundantly lighted in every part 

Signed, Henry G. Clark, City Physician, 
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Boston, Mfotdi 30, 1852. 
I am a member of the city council of the city of Boston, and have 
never heard any complaint from any quarter whatever in regard to 
a deficiency of light either in the New Jail or Almshouse at Deer 
Island. Signed, Ezea Lincoln. 

Boston, March 30, 1852. 
I was one of the contractors for building the Boston New Jail, and 
am also a member of the city government, and have often visited 
Deer Island Hospital, and I have never heard a word of complaint 
with regard to the light of either building. 

Signed, Asa Swallow. 

I was a member of the city government of Boston during the 
erection of the two buildings above named, and I concur fully in the 
opinions of Messrs. Lincoln and Swallow. 

Signed, Samuel S. Perkins. 

Boston, March 30, 1852. 
I was one of the contractors for building the New Jail for SuiTolk 
county, and have often been in the :building since it was finished 
and occupied, and have never heard a word of complaint with regard 
to light, by. the keepers or any one else. 

Signed, Joel Wheeler. 

Boston, March 30, 1852. 

I was employed as draughtsman upon the ikhe Jail for the city of 
Boston, and also upon the Almshouse at Deer Island, and have been 
conversant with the superintendents of each of the buildings, as well 
as the mechanics who built them, and, in lieu of hearing complaints 
of an insufficiency of light, I have always heard them complimented 
for equality in the distribution of light throughout each of them. 

Signed, Joseph R. Richards. 

I am a master carpenter in the city of Boston, and I certify, that I 
never heard any complaint about light in the New Jail, or New 
Almshouse. Signed, Joseph E. Brown* 



NBW jail and house OF CORRECTION FOR HAMPSHIRE COUNTT, 

MASS. 

The county, commissioners, Messrs. Joseph Cummings, Joel Hay- 
den, and Haynes H. Chilson, have had the wisdom to abandon the 
wretched old Jail on Water Street, in Northampton, and erect a new 
Prison on Union and Cherry Streets, on elevated ground, on one of 
those beautiful localities overlooking the town, about the same dis- 
tance from the Court House, in a northerly direction, as the old Jail 
was in an easterly direction ; the new location having the ' advan- 
tage over the old in regard to retirement from the bustle, noise, and 
confusion of the railway and depot, which must be injurious to the 
prisoners, to the inhabitants of the tdwn, and to the travelling commu- 
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nity. It has the advantage, also, of being more elevated and aiiy ; 
and, probably, of greater economy, so far as expense of site is con- 
cerned, the old site and house upon it being valued at a considerably 
larger price than the new site cost 

The old Prison building was a nuisance, being so strongly im- 
pregnated with the odor of a badly-constructed Prison, which had 
been concentrated and accumulated, probably, for half a century, 
and could never have been destroyed without taking down the build- 
ing. The walls were saturated with filth and odor. 

Besides, the interior arrangement of the rooms was such as neces- 
sarily to mingle in one corrupt and corrupting mass of vice and crime, 
without classification, old and young, debtors and witnesses, male and 
female. Not that they must necessarily be in one room ; but they 
must be without supervision, without control, without employment, 
without instruction, without silence, or any other circumstance favor- 
able to reform. The commissioners could not have done a wiser 
thing than to abandon this wretched old nuisance, and erect a new 
Prison designed to meet and remove all these objections, and secure 
convenience, air, light, classification, supervision, power of control, 
employment, instruction, silence, and all other favorable circum- 
stances of construction. 

The building is erected from the designs of Louis Dwight and Grid- 
ley J. F. Bryant, under the superintendence of the latter gentleman. 
The contractors were Porter Nutting, Daniel R. Clarke, and William 
H. Carter, the latter gentleman having been the superintendent on 
the part of the contractors. The following statement will convey a 
general idea of the arrangement, dimensions, &c., of the structure : — 

The new building is of brick, with a basement story of brick and 
stone. It consists of a " central building " and " two wings," extend- 
ing in parallel lines from the north and south sides of said " central 
building." The central building is a parallelogram measuring 60 
feet in depth (from front to rear) and 45 feet in width, (for front- 
age,) and four finished stories in height, besides a cellar beneath 
the whole surface of the building, and an attic over the whole extent 
thereof. It contains the kitchen, the keeper^s family apartment and 
ofiice, the guard and work rooms, and chapel, arranged in dififerent 
stories. Its cellar is 7j- feet high. Its first or basement story is 10 
feet high ; its second or principal story is 11 feet high ; its third or 
chamber story, 9 feet high ; its fourth or chapel story, 15 feet high. 
The whole building presents a front, viz., centre, with wings, of 179 
feet in length, and four stories in height. The wings contain the 
several blocks of cells for the difierent classes of prisoners, separated 
at night in cells; working together by day, under supervision, in 
silence. It will prove itself to be among the first class of County 
Prisons and Houses of Correction in New England, and the commis- 
sioners merit the thanks of the community for what they have done. 
Howard resigned his place on a commission because he was not 
sustained in carrying out his own plan of a Prison in London, after 
two years of hard service on the commission. 
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NEW JAIL AND HOXTSE OF CORRECTION AT DEDHAM, NORFOLK COITNTT, 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Extract of a Letter from the Chaplain. 

Dedham, May 13, 1852. 

Rev. Louis Dwight. 

Dear Sir : In answer to your inquiries respecting progress in 
our Prison, of a moral and religious character, I have the pleasure to 
say,, a room is fitted for a chapel and Sabbath school in the Prison, 
and we commenced our services there about the middle of April. 
"We have a class for reading, writing, and arithmetic for the younger 
portion of the prisoners, or all who wish to learn, which I trust will 
do well. We have also a Bible class for the study of the Scriptures, 
which appears well in its commencement, and have great hopes of 
its doing much good. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

John Doggett. 

Letter from Hon. John W, Lincoln, late Chairman of the Board 
of Overseers of the House of Correction, 

WoBCESTXB, May 7, 1852. 

Rev. Louis Dwight. 

Dear Sir : Your very esteemed favor of the 4th instant was re- 
ceived yesterday, in which you request me to give you some account 
of the addition which was made to the Jail and House of Correction 
of the county of Worcester the last autumn. A wing has been 
added, running north from the former building, of 77^ feet by 36 
feet, and was limited in length by the wall of the Prison yard, and in 
width by the construction of the former building. 64 feet of this 
length is the part used for confinement ; the remainder is for the 
enlargement of the chapel, the kitchen, and the wash room. In the 
basement of the Prison part are 2 large-size furnaces for warming the 
establishment with hot air ; a bathing establishment for the use of 
the female prisoners, for whose confinement this wing is exclusively 
appropriated ; 2 cells for solitary confinement as punishment, and am- 
ple room for coal for the use of the furnaces. The first story above 
is 8 feet high, cells, 14 in number, 6^ feet by 6^ feet, with a walk in 
front, and space thence to the outer walls in manner of the States 
Prison; by each walk is a sink, having pipes and cocks attached, 
from which hot or cold water can be drawn at pleasure — a great 
advantage where regard is had to cleanliness. Each cell has 
an iron door, made with fiat iron, and open so as to admit light and 
air, the door 20 inches wide ; in addition to this is an opening, 1^ by 
2^ feet, similar to a window, but not glazed, having round perpendic- 
ular bars passing through 2 flat iron bars into the cast-iron frame at 
the top, bottom, and sides of the windows. The window and door 
frames are of cast iron, having flanges cast on each side, 12 inches 
apart, so as to admit the foot wall between the flanges, and thus pre- 
vent the prisoner loosening the brick where they would otherwise be 
most exposed to injury. The bricks of the cell walls were burned 

OOO 



794 PRISON DI8CIPUNE SOOISTY. 144 

hard, aad weie laid in hydraulic cemetUy and the mortar has already be- 
come almost as hard as Uie bricks, and will become too hard to be picked 
out, unless there shall be great negligence on the part of the keeper. 
In the centre walls between the cells are flues for hot air, and also 
ventilating flues. A hot-air flue enters each cell near the floor, and 
a ventilating flue commences in each cell near the top ; each flue has 
a register, which is turned by a key in the keeping of the turnkey, 
but which cannot be changed by the prisoner. The cells are of 3 
stories, of 8, 10, and 8| leet ; the inequalities of these stories were 
rendered necessary for the purpose of conforming to the floors of the 
parts of the former building with which this addition has connection. 
The 42 new cells will be more than sufficient for the confinement of 
females in this county for many years to come ; the number hereto- 
fore not having exceeded 20. Over these cells is a hospital room, 
21 by 15 feet, having in it a sink, pipes for hot and cold water, and a 
water closet. Adjoining the hospital room is the woik room, 33 by 
34 feet, having in it also a sink, pipes for hot and cold water, and a 
water closet ; between the work room and the hospital is an eyelet 
hole, that the matron having control of the work room may have 
supervision of the hospital room. Opposite the hospital room on the 
other side of the haU is a room for die matron, 19 feet by 12j- feet 
In the work room and in the matron^s room are bell pulls having con- 
nection with a bell in the kitchen, and in the kitchen is a bell pull 
having connection with bells in the matron's room and the work room. 
Between the kitchen and the matron's room and the work room is a 
speaking tube, that verbal communications may be passed to and 
from these rooms at pleasure. The story of which is the hospital, 
work room, and matron's room, is 10 feet in height, warmed with hot 
air, having ventilating flues, and lighted with gas. There is also on 
this floor a room to be used as a store room, for the safe keeping of 
the clothing, bedding, &c.^ of the establishment. The work room is 
lighted by 10 windows, than which is not a more pleasant room in 
this city. The Prison part below the hospital has 3 rows of 6 win- 
dows on each side of the building, for the admission of light and air. 
All the ventilating flues pass into chimneys though the roof surmounted 
by Emerson's ventilators. Each cell has in front of it a gaslight 
burner, to give light in the evening when required. In a comer of 
each cell is an iron table and shelf\ secured into the wall in such a 
manner as is not liable to become loose. This I think of much conven- 
ience. The bed frames are of iron ; instead of sacking are iron 
plates, 1 inch wide, 4 inches apart each way, and riveted together 
where they cross ; the frames are supported by hooks secured in the 
wall connected with a casting, made hollow to receive a brick, which 
holds it tight, without the danger of becoming loose. Much improve- 
ment has been made in the former part of the building, particularly 
the chapel, which has been much enlarged, has been made about 18 
feet high, has been newly finished and seated, and made a hand- 
some room, very creditable to the county. The kitchen has also been 
much enlarged, one of Pcmd's largest ranges put in, a copper of 100 
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gallons for hot water, and pipes for hot and cold water. Hot water 
from this copper is carried by pipes to the bathing establishment for 
the male part of the Prison. Beneath the kitchen is a spacious wash- 
ing room, having kettles set for heating water, on one side fixed 
boxes for washing, above which, on the side of the room, are pipes 
both for hot and cold water, in each of which, above each wash box, 
is a cock, from which hot or cold water may be taken at pleasure. 
The waste water is discharged through pipes into a drain which car- 
ries it away from the building. These alterations have added much 
to the convenience of the jailer, and saved much in the labor of 
taking care of the establishment. As regards the new part of the 
Prison, I can truly repeat what I said to you when I had the pleasure 
of meeting you in Boston, that it is better warmed, better ventilated, 
better lighted, and withal combining more strengtfi, than any other 
Prison of which I had knowledge. I should have previously stated 
that from the kitchen are two eyelet holes, giving complete supervis- 
ion of the space in front of the cells on each side of the building. 

I have thus, sir, given you an imperfect description of the addition 
made to the Prison building of this county, which I fear you will 
not understand without a personal inspection, and which I had hoped 
would have been had before this. This addition was erected, and the 
alterations made, under the supervision of Captain Edward Lamb and 
myself, who were appointed by the county commissioners a committee 
for that purpose, they having approved the plan submitted to them. 

I have stated all the peculiarities of this additional Prison, so far as 
they have occurred to my recollection, except the long slide fastening 
• of the cell doors, of which I can give no letter representation which 
you would understand. It operates on the same principle as the slides 
at Charlestown, but is differently constructed, so as to be easier in its 
use, and more secure when fastened. 

You further request me to state to you the results of my experi- 
ence, continued through many years, in regard to Sabbath instruction 
and social public religious worship. I can add but little to what I 
have heretofore stated to you. In July last, I was notified that I had 
been removed from the office of sheriff; and not being willing to re- 
main in a situation in which I might be represented as a spy upon 
the conduct of my successor, or in which my actions might be subject 
to misunderstandmg and misrepresentation, I resigned my office as 
one of the overseei-s of the House of Correction, and since then have 
known but little of what has taken place within the walls of the Pris- 
on. I would add, that, in my opinion, the advantages of religious in- 
struction to the prisoner have not been, and cannot be, over-estimated, if 
regarded merely as the means of keeping good order in the institu- 
tion, of which it has strong influences ; the benefits are greater than 
the expense ; but, taking into account the prospect of the reformation 
of the subject of confinemeut, of which the instances are not few, 
the advantages cannot be calculated. 

I am, sir, with much respect, your friend and obedient servant, 

John W. Lincoln. 
10 M 
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Extract of a Letter fr^fM Sammel Pryn^ Chairman of the Board rf 
Inspectors of the Albany County Penitentiary^ New York. 

Kev. Louis Dwight. ^';»^' ^^^^ '» *«52. 

Dear Sir : Some months ago I desired Mr. Piisbury to ask per- 
mission to publish your letter to me, on the occasion of his first ap- 
pointment to the superintendency of the Albany Penitentiary, 

I wanted to insert it in some sketches I am making of the history 
of that institution, to be connected with our reports, which, on the 
termination of this year, will make quite a respectable-sized volume 
of matter on the subject. 

He sent me your, reply to read ; but as I have been absent from 
home nearly ever since, I have consequently been unable to attend 
to the business till this time. I now enclose a copy of your letter, 
and beg your permission to include it in the publication ; or such por- 
tions of it as you may think best. I really wish you would not alter 
a word in it, except, perhaps, the expression, ^^ It will make a differ- 
ence of a million of dollars,'^ &c., &c., which might not be understood 
in the same sense and light we view it in. 

The letter is concise, energetic, and to the point. It conveys the 
answer to the inquiry I then made, in direct and positive terms, and 
the remarkable feature in the case is, that its predictions have been 
literally fulfilled. It has been verified to the letter. 

Now, so far as Albany, or, indeed, the whole State of New York, is 
concerned, the publication of your leiier^just as it w, (with the ex- 
ception before spoken of,) can do no harm, but much good ; yet I 
am aware that, in the extensive field of your operations, it might 
affect other interests, and possibly do injury to the cause in which we 
are engaged, in some way or other that I know not of; therefore I 
send a copy of your letter for your consideration and revision, and 
ask your consent to its publication in such form as you think best. 
Depend upon it, however, that no one ui Albany, or in this state, will 
now gainsay or cavil at any thing you have written in that letter. 
Very respectfully and truly yours, Samuel Peyn. 

Letter from Richard E, Morse^ one of the Editors of the New York 

Observer. 

New York Obsbrvbr Offiok, April 27, 1852. 

Rev. Louis Dwight. 

My dear Sir : Professor De Felice, of Montauban, the Observer's 
French correspondent, with whom I spent the winter, at his house, 
wishes to procure information of the Prison Discipline cause in 
America, and I promised to send him documents, &c. Will you 
please furnish me with such as you think fit, or indicate where I can 
procure them ? Mr. De Felice would, I am sure, be pleased with a let- 
ter from you, and it would, I believe, aid the cause. If you think prop- 
er to write, I shall be happy to forward any communications to him. 

I propose sending a parcel to him by the middle of May. Mean- 
while, I hope I may have the pleasure to hear from you. 

Yours, respectfully, Richard C. Morse. 
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Exir4ut of a Letter frmn the Miv, Samuel 8tm*r, late Gdnplain of 

the State Prison in New Jersey * ' 

TkENTON, May 24, 1852. 

I send you the documents you asked for. I sqpposed that the 
keeper had sent yoil our Prison report. The Second Annual Report 
of our Prison Association was not published till near the close' 6f the 
year. I have in hand the material for a Xhird Report, which I hope 
to publish soon. . . . , : 

From the papers I send you, you will gather all you desire, I pre- 
sume, in reference to Prison affairs in our state. I may refer you 
further to an article in the October number of the Pennsylvania Jour- 
nal, which I prepared at the editor's solicitation. 

Very truly and faithfully, Samuel Starr, 

N. B. The pamphlet and report referred to by Mr. Starr, viz., the 
Second Annual Report of the Prison Association in New Jersey, is a 
pamphlet of great value, and has been shut out from a more extended 
notice in this Report, for the present year-, by the uncommon press 
of other matter ; but it will not lose its value by being kept anotlier 
year ; for its facts and statements have a fixed and permanent value, 
and will probably be made very lUseful next year. 

State or Ohio, Secretaby's Office, CoLuXBtrs, May 8, 185i. 
LoTTis DwiGHT, Esq. , 

Dettr Sir : Yours of the 3d inst. is at hand. There is libthing in 
this possession of' this 6'fficc on the subject of Houses of Refuge, ex- 
cept the law to incorporate the Cincinnati " House of Correction,*' 
passed March 12, 1846, and a law amendatory thereof, passed Feb- 
ruary 8, 1847; Reports of (hctt institution were made t6 the legisla- 
ture this winter, but there aiie'ndtie of them in this oflfitee, and I know 
not where to look fbr a &'&py. 

The afore-mentioned laws are to be found in volumes 43 and 45 
of Ohio Laws, and may probably be seen at your State Library. 

Respectfully yours, WniLtAii .Tn^yttT^ Secretary of State. 

' Pet h, L. *Rtct, Clerk. 
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Letter from the Secretary of St atein liUnois. .' ' ^ 
Depabtment of State, SpRiNoviEtD, III., -May 81, 1656. 
Dear Sir : In reply to your letter of the 3d inst, I have the honor 
to advise you that the State' Lanatic- Asylum of IlHhoiB only w^nt into 
operation last fall, and ^hat no reports of its condition, &c., have yet 
beep made* Very respectfiilly y<oure, : . . 

: Mr. Louis DwiGHT. : DwiViD 14. GBBGG:,,iSec^ a/*<Sflrfe,. .. 

Jnetter from his Exceliency Brigham Youngs. Governor ^f Utah^ 
enclosing a Memorial on a Penitentiary for the Torriiory* ,. 

<}KBA1f6A<L'f!l>A^B'ClTT, Jalyr 12, 185&L 

Dear Sir: ^ Your request to :foirwaxd/to you, by mail, any 'message' 
or dooument published in this territory by^vejauneAt .4i<MicenYing a 

0002 
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Penitentiary or Lunatic Hospital is just received. No funds having 
as yet been appropriated by the general government for that object, 
nothing has been done except to memorialize Congress for an appro- 
priation for a Penitentiary, a copy of which is herewith forwarded. 
No Lunatic Asylum or Hospital is at present required. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your friend, 

Bbigham YoimG. 

Louis DwiGHT, Boston, Mass. 

Memorial to Congress for an Appropriation for the Erection of a 

Territorial Prison. 

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States, in Congress assembled. 

Your memorialists, the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of 
Utah, would respectfully suggest to your honorable body the neces- 
sity of a suitable building for a Territorial Prison in this Territory. 

In doing this, we would remind your honorable body, though our 
locality is quite remote from the exercise of judicial authority in 
other states or territories, still we are not beyond the pale of frequent 
and multiplied crimes and offences, which demand the retribution of 
imprisonment. The expense of building a safe Prison, sufficiently 
large to meet the liabilities of convicted criminals in this territory, is 
greater than a distant observer might readily apprehend. 

This more than ordinary expense arises both ,from the extraordi- 
nary cost of labor and materials, and also from the multiplication of 
criminals thrown into the territory by a transient and wayfaring 
population, as well as our own. The early erection of a substantial 
Prison, it is believed, would not only tend to prevent crime, but also 
to reform the offenders, and put them in the way of self-support 
The infancy of the territory renders the erection of such a Prison, 
at present, without the aid of Congress, too great a work for the 
finances of your memorialists. 

Your memorialists, therefore, pray your honorable body to appro- 
priate the sum of sixty thousand dollars for the speedy erection of a 
Territorial Prison for Utah Territory, and your memorialists, as in 
duty bound, will ever pray. 

Affroyed, January 30, 1852. 

Letter from his Excellency Alex, Ramsey ^ Governor of MinnesotcL. 

St. Faux^ May 18, 1852. 

Dear Sir : In answer to yours of the 8d inst., requesting a copy 
of any message or document that may have been published by the 
Legislative Assembly of the territory on the subject of a Penitentiary 
or Lunatic Asylum, I can only say, that there has been no such pub- 
lication made. 

By this maQ I send you a copy of my last annual message to the 
territorial legislature. Very respectfully yours, &c., 

L. DwioHT, Boston^ Mass. Albx. Rijf sbt. 
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StAtb o7 LonifliAiTA, "Ejxcinm OwvMe^ Bat6v Bo«r<»a, Mh^so, 1862. 
Sir : I shall, on the first leisure day, endeavor to collect such re- 
ports on the subject of the Penitentiary, Lunatic Asylum, ot Hosi 
pital, as have been published by act of the legislature of this state, 
and forward them to your address. I hope they may prove of some 
utility to you, but fear they will fall short of your expectations. ' 
I remain, very sincerely, your obedient servant and friend, 

Joseph Balke. 

LoTTis DwiGHT, Esq., Bbston, Mass. 

..''.'.''.'''•'■ 

Letter from Austm,^ T<e%a$^ 

DsPABTMBHT OF State, Austin, Jane 4, 1852. 

Dear Sir : Your letter of the 3d ult. to James Webb, late secre* 
tary of state, was received by the last mail. 

With the exception of the act of our state legislafure, passed in 
1846, providing for the erection of a State Penitentiary, and one or 
two subsequent acts amending the same, we have nothing here printed 
or published relating to that subject. There is. no Lunatic Hospital 
in our state, I am, very <redpectf«lly, your obedient servant, 

Tho. H. DirvAX/, Secretary of State, 

Louis DwiGHT, Esq., Boston, Mass. 

Secketabt of State's Office, Tallahassee, Flobida, May 15, 185i2. 

Louis DwiGHT, Esq. 

Dear Sir : I would gladly comply with the request contained in 
your letter of the 3d inst., if I cotild ; but we have neither Peniten- 
tiary nor Lunatic Asylum; nor has any thing on the subject of 
either ever been published in this state. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. H* Donning, Secretary of State. 

A series of valuable letters, accompanied with important statistics 
on Lunatic Asylums, which have been largely incorporated into the 
table on Lunatic Asylums, without which it would have been far less 
complete, from Dr. Edward Jarvis, of Dorchester, is hereby grate- 
fully acknowledged. 

Letter from Hon, Samuel A, EUoty on Documents^ S^c, 

UAy 22, 1852. 

My dear sir : I return you the documents which I looked over 
last evening with great interest, especially the report of our State 
Reform School, which is of the highest valup to me. I cannot but 
congratulate myself, as well as you, on the rich and encouraging 
character of this year's report. It will, be one of your very best. 

, Yours ever truly, Samuel A. Eliot. 

Rev. L. DwiGHT. 

■ 

Letter from Hon, Freeman C Gray^ on Documents^ S^c. 

Monday Morning, Maj 24, 1852. 
Dear Sir : I have looked over Ae documents' jrou sent me, and 
congratulate you on your having obtained such very valuable and 
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interesting materials for your next aimual Report But I observe that 
some of die tables in the report of the committee of the Assembly 
of New York, dated January 7, 1852, are founded on erroneous prin- 
ciples, and, therefore, by no means warrant the conclusions of the 
committee. They seem to be constructed to fit a preconceived the- 
ory, which, whether correct or not, cannot fairly be deduced from 
them. 

The example of Vermont in appointing a Commissioner of the 
insane, to visit individuals thus afflicted in all parts of the state, and 
ascertain in what manner they are treated, is well worthy of imita- 
tion. Wishing you all success in your benevolent efforts, I remain 

Very truly yours, F. C. Gkay. 

Bev. Lewis Dwight. 

Letter from Rev, William Jenks^ D, i>., on Documents^ S^c, 

My dear Sir: I have carefully looked over the mass of docu- 
ments which furnish the principal materials of your proposed Report 
for the present year ; and I have been highly gratified at the result. 
For, although " the enemy '' may be said to " come in like a flood," a 
'^ standard '' is lifted up, and it seems to be thoroughly borne forward. 

To speak without a figure. Prison discipline, including that of Pen- 
itentiaries, begins to be better and more extensively appreciated, and 
its importance and necessity felt. The community is justly alarmed 
at the portentous increase of crime ; but that community is learning 
that the. increase of crime must be met with increased wisdom and 
vigilance. A well-regulated government, humane but effective legisla- 
tion, and the influence of genuine Christian benevolence superintend- 
ing every movement, must soon, with God's blessing, work wonders. 

The introduction of libraries, and opportunity to use them, work 
enough, with instruction how to work most advantageously, and mate- 
rials to work with, wholesome food and proper lodging — these must, 
and actually do, renovate the habits of the men and women of whom 
the law has necessarily taken cognizance, and separated them from 
the community. They will be returned to it in a better state, unques- 
tionably. 

And it is delightful to see the operation of efforts made for the 
young offenders. Of these, the greater number are delinquent 
through ignorance, poverty, and parental misconduct. Let, then, the 
state become their guardian and parent. Let it educate and train 
them up to make good citizens. It is not only better for them than 
to inflict punishment corporally, but it is true political wisdom ; and 
happily the people begin to see and feel it. 

On the whole, I agree with Mr. Eliot in believing that the doc- 
uments in question furnish a series of facts of a character more hope > 
ful than those of almost any preceding year. 

Your affectionate friend and well wisher, 

William Jenks. 

Cabscbnt Plaob, Satarday, May 22, 1852. 

Rev. Mr. Dwight. 
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suBscmpTioiirs and donations. 

Far the year en^ng May 30, 1^2. 



PQsbury, Louis D. 

Boston, 

Adams & Co. 
A. £• S. 
Albre, Jno. 
Ammidown, H. 
Andrews, W. T. 
Appleton, N. 
Appleton, Samuel . 
Balch, E. L. 
Balch, £. L. 
Ballard, Joseph 
Bancroft, J. 
Barker, L. M. 
Barnes, Isaac O. 
Bent, Ann 
Blake, Charles 
Blake, Edw. 
Bond, J. C. 
Bond, W. C. 
Brown, Jos. E. 
Brown, Chas. H. 
Bryant, Gridley J. F. 
Bullard, W. T. 
Bumstead, J. 
Burgess, B., & Sons 
Cabot, H. 
Callender, Geo. 
Cash, (G, R.) 
Cash 

Chesbrough, E. S. 
Chickering, J. 
Clapp, James 
Clapp, James B. 
Crocker, H. 
Curtis, Chas. F. 
Curtis, B.. K. 
Cushing,- Thomas F. 

D. D. B. 
Dana, Ephr. 
Dana, L. 
Davis, Samuel 
Denny, Daniel 
Dixwell, J. J. ] 
DriscoU, C. . • 
Dwiffht, E. 

E. C. 

Edmands, J. W. 
Eliot, Samuel A. 
Emerson, Frederic 



30 



$25 
6 

10 
2 
2 

25 

50 
2 
2 
6 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
6 
2 
2 
2 
2 
6 
3 
3 
5 
2 
5 

50 
5 
2 
5 
2 
1 

10 
5 
5 
2 
' -5 
2 

;2 

2 

2 

. 5 

- 2 

10 

4 

25 

50 

12 



Eustis, Wm. T. 


2 


Everett, £. 


5 


Everett, B. G. 


5 


Fales, S. M. 


5 


Farrar, D. 


5 


Fearing, A. 


10 


Fisk & Bice 


2 


French, Jonathan 


5 


Friend 


2 


Friend 


1 


Friend 


1 


Gilbert, Samuel 


2 


Gilbert, T. 


2 


Girdler, R. 


3 


Gray, J. C. 


25 


Gray, Wm. 
Guild, B. 


2 


5 


Hale, Moses LI- 


2 


Hall, Andrew T. 


10 


Hall, J. P. 


2 


Hall, H. J. 


3 


Hall, Andrew T. 


10 


Harvey, P. 


3 


Haven, F. . 


5 


Head, G. E. 


2 


Hill, Jeremiah 


2 


Homans, John 


2 


Homer, Chas. 


2 


Hooper, S. 


10 


Hosmer, Z. 


2 


Howard, B. 


2 


Howe, Geo. 


10 


Howe, Jabes C. 


5 


Hubbard, Wm. J. 


2 


Hunnewell, H. H. 


10 


JacksoQ, Charles 


25 


Jackson, Cg, Jr. 
Jameson, W. H. 


2 


2 


Jarvis, D. 


10 


Jepson, S. 
Johnson, J. 


2 


5 


Jones, A. F. - 


. 20 


Jones, H. H. 


2 


Jones, L., & Co. 


fl 


Kendall, A. 


■5 


KimbaU) Daniel > 


- 2 


Kingman, A.. 


:5 


Knott, J. 


: 1 


Kuhn, George H. 


.5 


Lamson, Edwin 


:3 


Lawrence, A. A. 


100 


Lawrence, James 


10 


Lawrence, Mrs. Wm. 


10 



La^ence, Samuel 20 

Uncoln, W. S. 2 

Lincoln, Heman 2 

Little & Brown 5 

Lodjge, J. B. ; 3 

Lortng, A. M. 10 

Loring, E., Mrs. 10 

Lovett, Joseph 2 

Marvin, T. E.. 10 

Mason, Lowell 5 

Mayer, P. J. • 2 

McAllister, James 2 

Mills, J. K. 10 

Mellen, Moses 2 

Merriman, C. 2 

Newman, Henry 2 

Nickerson, T. W. 2 

Osgood, Isaac 2 

Paige, J. W. 5 

Parker, C. H. 5 

Parker, James 10 

Parker, M. S. 2 
Parker, W. Thornton 2 

Parsons, S. 2 

Payson, S. E. 2 

Perkins, Thos. H. 25 

Phelps, S. 2 

Phillips, Jonathan 50 

Prescott, W, H. 15 

Proctor, J. C. 2 

Quincy, T. D. 2 
Reports sold cts. 50 

Rice & Kendall 5 

Riley, P. 2 

Bobmson, S. 2 

Rogers, John K. 2 

Rogers, H. B. 10 

Rogers, J. S. 2 

Ropes, W. 5 

Ropes, H. 2 

Russell, T. H. 2 

Russell, C. T, 2 

Safford, Daniel 5 

Saihpson & Tappan 10 

Sargent, Bodwefi 2 

Shaw, G. H. 25 

Shaw, R. G. 30 

Simpson, M. H. 5 

Slmonds, Artemas 2 

Skinner, F. 10 

Smith, M. 3 

Smith, G. W. 2 
South Boston Iron Co. 5 
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Spragne, Peleg 


2 


Spragne. Phineas 
Storer, Robert B. 


6 


2 


Sweat, Samuel 


2 


Tenny, S. 
Thacner, Isaac 


2 


6 


Thwing, S. C. 


2 


Thaxter, A. W., Jr. 


10 


Ticknor, Qeorge 


10 


Tilden, Joseph 


2 


Train, E. 


10 


Tucker, W. W. 


10 


Tufts, Quincy 


1 


Turpin, Jno. P. 


2 


Vinton, Thos. M. 


2 


Waldo, H. S. 


6 


Welch, Francis 


3 


Wells, John B. 


2 



Whipple, J. A. 2 

White, B. C. 3 

Whiton, J. M. 2 

Wigglesworth, Edward 6 

Wigglesworth, Thomas 6 

Wilde, George C. 2 

Wilde, S. 8. 6 

Willard, Jos. 2 

Williams. M. 5 

WUlis, N. 6 

Charlestotonf Mass, 

Crowninshield, C. W. 2 

Foster, Charles 2 

Hurd, Jno. 6 

Lawrence, Edward 2 

Walker, C. C. 2 



Cambridget Mm«. 

Beck, Charles 
Norton, Andrews 
Sparks, Jared 

Watertown, Ma$a, 

Cushing, J. P. 
Greene, J. S. C. 

Peterhoro\ JVT. Y. 

Smith, Gerrit 

Providence, R. L 

Brown, John C. 
Ives, Moses B. 
Ives, Robert H. 
Ives, Hope 
Manton, Amasa 
Wayland, Francis 



10 
10 
10 

20 
10 



20 

10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 



Names received in May, 1851, after the Treasurer's account was made up, which 
will he carried to the credit of the society next year : — 



Curtis, B. R. 
Curtis, C. P. 
Dalton, Peter R. 
Fales, S. M. 



6 

6 

10 

5 



Farwell, S. T. 
Moring, C. H. L. 
Munn, Luther 
Nickerson, T. W. 



2 
6 
2 
2 



Peck, Solomon 
Reed, B. T. 
Swallow, Asa 
Timmins, H. 



2 
2 

2 

n 
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OFFICERS. 

SAMUEL A. ELIOT, President. 
•GEORGE BLISS, *THEODORE LYMAN, •SAM'L T. AEMStRONG. 



•WILLIAM BARTLETT, 
•WILLIAM REED, 
LEONARD WOODS, 
WILLIAM JENKS, 
♦ELUAH HEDDINO, 
•EBENEZER PORTER, 
•BENJAMIN B. WISNER, 
•JEREMIAH EVARTS, 
S. V. S. WILDER, 
JOHN TAPPAN, 
♦SAMUEL H. WALLEY, 
BROWN EMERSON, 
♦ALEXANDER HENRY, 
•CHARLES CHAUNCEY, 



VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

J. S. STONE, 
•LUCIUS BOLLES, 
JOHN C. WARREN, 
HENRY J. RIPLEY, 
CHARLES LOWELL, 
•JOHN S. PETERS, 
•ROGER MiNOT SHERMAN, 
•THOMAS H. GALLAUPET, 
JOEL HAWE9, 

JEREMIAH Day, 

BENJAMIN SILLIMAN, 
ELEAZER LORD, 
•JOHN M. MATHEWS, 
WILLIAM JAY, 



•STEPHEN VAN RENSSELAER, THEODORE FRELINGHUYSEN, 



•ALEXANDER FRIDGE, 
♦ROBERT RALSTON. 
•EDWARD D. GRIFFIN. 
HEMAN HUMPHREY, 
•SAMUEL GREEN, 
JUSTIN EDWARDS, 
ALONZO POTTER, 
•PETER O. THACHER, 
FRANCIS C. GRAY, 
•EDWARD TUCKERMAN, 
JARED CURTIS, 
LUTHER F. DIMMICK, 
EDWARD BEECHER, 
SIMON GREENLEAF, 



•SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD, 
•SAMUEL MILLER, 
•ARCHIBALD ALEXANDER,, 
HOWARD MALCOM, 
•FRANCIS PARKMAN, 
ABBOTT LAWRENCE, 
•WILLIAM LAWRENCE, 
AMOS LAWRENCE, 
AMOS A. LAWRENCE, 
•J. R. ADAN, 
GEORGE TICKNOR, 
BRADFORD SUMNER, 
SILAS AIKEN, 
H. M. WILLIS. 



DANIEL SHARP, 

CO&RESPOZmiNO MEMBERS. 
♦THOMAS BRADFORD, jT,,PkUadelphia. THOMAS PADDOCK, St. John, N,B. 



JOEL SCOTT, Frankfort, Kentucky. 
•SAMUEL HOARE, of London. 
DR. JULIUS, of Hamburgh. 
G. DE BEAUMONT, ) . p^^. 
A. DE TOCQUEVILLE, S -^ 



J. McAULEY, Toronto, U. C. 
M. S. BIDWELL, New York City. 
WM. H. ROCKWELL, Brattleboro', Vt. 
LUTHER V. BELL, Charlestown, Mom: 
WM. SAM'L JOHNSON, New York City. 



SAMUEL L. DAVIS, Augusta, Georgia. P. D. VROOM, Somerville, N. J. 
REUEL WILLIAMS, HaUoweU, Me. S. F. McCRACKEN, ) Cabi^nl^ nhi^ 

S. E. COUES, Portsmmdh, N. H. WM. M. AWL, 3 ^o«"ww, vitw. 

J. C. HOLBROOK, BratUebon^, Vt. W. H. BURTON, J ^^ ^^^^^ ^, 

•THOMAS G. LEE, CharUstown, Mast. DR. LANG, > 

•SAM'L B. WOODW ARD,Worcester, Ms. JACOB BEESON, NiUs, Michigan. 



MANAGERS. 

SAMUEL LAWRENCE, 
J. W. EDMANDS, 
A. L. STONE, 
SAMUEL K. LOTHROP, 
GEORGE T. CURTIS, 
RICHARD GIRDLER. 

CHABLES H. MILLS, Treasurer. 
LOUIS DWIGHT, Sbcrbtart. 



R. S. STORRS, 
A. H. VINTON, 
JABEZ C.HOWE, 
DANIEL SAFFORD, 
BARON STOW, 
DANIEL SHARP, 
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LITB DlS£CTOK8, 
BY THB PA^tlUNt'ov'oNE HtTNDRED DOUU 



Albany, N. Y, 
*yan Bensselaer, Stephen 

. Boston,. . 
Appleton, Samuel ^ 

•Armstrong, Samuel T. ' ^ 
•BuBsejf Benjamin 
•Chamberlain, Richaird . ^ 
♦Cobb, Nathaniel R,, 
♦Coolidge, Joseph ' 
*D wight, Edmund 
Edmanda^ J. W. 
Eliot, Samnel A. 
Gray, Francis C. 
Oreenleaf, Jonathan 
♦Homes, Henry • . 

•Hubbard, Samuel 
Jackson, Charles 
Jackson, James 
•Jackson, Patrick T. 
Kirk, Edward N. 
Lawrence, Abbott 
Lawrence, Amos 



Lawrence, -Amos A. 
•Lawrence, William 
Lawrence, ;Saiaiiel ; 
Lowell, Charles \ 
♦Lowell, John 
♦Lyman,. Theodore^ Jr. 
♦MunsQD, .Isi3i;el. 
♦Parkman» iFrancis 
Phillips JoiiMhaA 
♦Phillips, William 
♦Prescott, William 
Shattuck, George C. 
Shaw, Robert Q. 
Tappan, John . 
•Kcknor> George 
♦TuckermaR; Edward 
♦Ward, Artemas 
Wells, Charies 
♦White, Stephen 
Willis, Nathaniel 

i)€dhamf Mass. 
Burgess, Ebenezer 



▲B8 AND VFWARDS. 

I 

Geneva, ^. T. 
Dwight, Henry 

Netcark, N. J. 
Eddy, Ansel D. 

Norwich, Conn. 
Ghreene, William P. 

Peterboro\ N. T. 
♦Smith, Peter 

PorUmauth, N. H. 
Coues, S. E. 

Rochester, N. Y. 
♦Bissell, Josiah 

Salem, Mom. 
♦Peabody, Joseph 

Worcester, Mast. 
Abbott, J. S. C. 
♦Foster, Alfred Dwight 
Salisbury, Stephen 
S-weetser, Seth, by 3 Sisters 
♦Waldo, Daniel 
♦Waldo, Sarah 



LIFB MBMBBBS, 
BY THB PAYMENT OP THIBTT DOIiX<ABS AND ITPWABDS. 



Albany, N. Y. 
Delavan, Edward C. 
♦Hopkins^ Samuel M. 
Mclntire, Archibald 
Norton, John C. 
Pilshury, Amos 
Pilsbury, Louis Dwight 

Andover, Mass. 
♦Cornelius, Elias 
Edwards, Justin 
♦Portei*, Ebenezer 
Woods, Leonard 

Auburn, N. Y. 
Lewis, Levi, by Officers of 

the Prison 
Seymour, James S. 
Smith, B. C, by Officers of 

the Prison. 

Baltimore, Md. 
Backus, John A. 
♦McKim, W. D. 

Bath, N. H. 
Sutherland, David^ by Ira 
Ooodale 

Bedford, N. Y. 
♦Jay, John 
Jay, William 

Bever/j/. 
Oliphant, David 

Boston. 
Adams, Nehemiah 
♦Amory, John 
Beecher, Edward 
♦Blake, George 
♦Bowdoin, James 
♦Brimmer, Martin 
♦Brooks, Peter C. 
Brooks, Peter C, Jr. 



Brooks, Qprham. 
Chadwick, Ebenezer 
Chilson, Gardner 
♦Clapp, Joshufv 
♦Cobb, Richard 
♦Codman, Catharine 
Codman, Elizabeth 
♦Codman, Charles R. 
Codman, Henry 
♦Dorr, Samuel 
Eastburn, Manton 
♦Ecklev, I>av.id 
Edwards, Henry 
♦Eliot, William H. 
Emmons, N. H. 
Eveleth, Joseph . 
Forbush, Jonathan 
Frothingham, N. L. 
Gray, Horace 
Gray, John C. 
♦Green, Samuel 
♦Greene, Gardiner 
♦Greenwood, F, W. P. 
Hill, Henry 
♦Homer, George J. 
Jones, Anna P. 
♦Jones, John Coffin 
Lawrence, Abbott 
Lawrence, Samuel 
♦Lawrence, William 
Lawrence, Wm. R. 
♦Lyman, Theodore 
♦Lyman, Theodore, Jr. 
Marvin, T. R. 
♦McLean, Ann 
Mills, Charles H. 
Munroe, Edmund 
Newhall, Cheever 
♦Otis, Harrison Gray 
♦Parker, Daniel P. 



Parker, Ebenezer 
♦Parker, John 
♦Parkman, Francis . 
Potter, Alonzo 
Quincy, Josiah 
Rand, Asa 
♦Randall, John 
♦Rantoul, Robert 
Reed, Benjamin T. 
Rice, Henry 
Ropes, William 
Sanord, Daniel 
Sears, David 
Shaw, G. Howland 
Stoddard, Charles 
Stone, William W. 
♦Thomdike, Israel 
♦Vose, Thomas 
Wales, Thomas B. 
Warren, John C. 
Waterbury, J. B. 
Wigglesworth, Thomas 
♦Williams, John D. 
♦Winthrop, Thomas L. 
♦Wisner, Benjamin B. 
Worthington, William 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Carrol, D. L. 

Cambridge, Mass. 
Donnison, C. L. 
♦Farwell, Levi 
Greenleaf, Simon 
Holland, Frederic West 
Worcester, J. E. 

CanandaimM, N. Y. 
Eddy, Ansel D. 

CatskiU, N. Y. 
Cooke, Thomas B. 
♦Day, Orrin 

ppp 
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Brooklyn, N, T. 
IiUising, D. C. 

Charleston, S. C. 
Coming, Jasper 

Ckarlettoton, Mcut. 
Curtis, Jared 
Walker, William J., Jr. 

CincmnaH, Ohio. 
Beecher, Lyman 

OoxackiSf N. Y. 
♦Van Dyck, Abraham 

Danvera, Mass. 
Braman, Milton P. 
•Cowles, George 
*0ake8, Caleb 

Dorehetter, Mass. 
*Codman, John 

DougloM Farmt L. I, 

Douglass, Geo., by the hand 
of Mrs. Joanna Bethune 

Edinburaht Scotland. 
Dunlop, John 

Fairfield, Conn, 
*Shennan, Roger M. 

Geneva, N. Y, 
*Aztell, Henry 

Gloucester, Mass. 
•Jewett. David, by a Lady 

Groton, Mass. 
•Phelps, Dudley 

Hampton, N. H. 
Harris, Boswell 

Hartford, Conn. 
Hawes, Joel 
Spring, Samuel 

HaverhiU, Mass. 
Keeley, George 

Ipswich, Mass, 
Kimball, David 

Jamaica, L» I. 
♦Crane, Elias W. 

Marblekead^ Mass, 
♦Hooper, Nathaniel 
♦Reed, William 

Maryland. 

Mclntire, ^ames, by a 

Friend in Newburyport 

Middletoton, Conn. 
Crane, John B. 

MiUon, Mass. 
•Tucker, Nathaniel 

Mobile^ Alabama. 
HamUton, W. T. 

Newbury t Mass. 
Wright, Henry C. 

Newburyport, Mass. 
Banister, Wm. B. 
♦Bartlett, William 
•Brown, Moses 



Dimmiek, Lather F. 

♦Dimmick, Mrs. Luther F. 

Proudfit, John 

By a donation in books from 
Charles Whipple, to oon- 
stitute the following per- 
sons Life Members : 

Davis, Mary A. 

♦Greenleaf, Mary 

Greenleaf, Mfurr C. 

Hodge, Maiy D. 

Thompson, Sarah 

New Haven, Conn. 

Bacon, Leonard 
Brewster, James 
Fitch, Eleaser T. 
Robinson. Charles, by his 

Sister Elizabeth 
Salisbury, Abby 
Salisbury, Edward 
Woolsey, Theodore D. 

New York City, 
Adams, William 
•Allen, Stephen 
•Astor, John Jacob 
♦Averill, Heman 
Bethune, G. W. 
Boorman, J. 
Brewster, Joseph 
Broadhead, Dr. 
♦Chambers, William 
Cheever, George B. 
Cox, Samuel H. 
Crosby, W. B. 
♦Falconer, Archibald 
Hedges, Timothy 
How, Fisher 

Johnson, William Samuel 
♦Lenox, Robert 
Mason, Cyrus W. 
♦Mathews, John M. 
McAuley, Thomas 
♦Milnor, James 
Patton, William 
Perrit, Pelatiah 
♦Post, Joel 
♦Proudfit, Alexander 
PhilHps, W. W. 
Rowland, Henry A. 
♦Rutgers, Henry 
Schroeder, J. F. 
Shatzel, Jacob 
Skinner, Thomas H. 
Spring, Gardiner 
Starr, Philemon R. 
♦Stephens, J. C. 
Tappan, Arthur 
♦ V arick, Richard 
♦Ward, Samuel 
♦Woolsey, William W. 

Peterboro\N. Y. 
Smith, Gerrit 

Philadelphia, Perm. 
Allen, Solomon 
♦Carey, Matthew 
Elmes, Thomas 
♦Ely, Ezra Stiles 



•Henry, Alexander 
•livingston, GKlbert B. 

Pittsfieid, Mau. 
Newton, Edward A. 

Plymouth, Mass. 
Bobbins, Josiah 

Portland, Me, 
Dwight, William T. 

PortamMtth, N. H, 

Cones, Lucy Louisa 
Goodwin, Ichabod 
Peabody, Andrew P., by Ltr 

dies of his Society 
•Treadwell, Mrs. Ana 

' Poughkeepsie, N, F. 
Cuyler, Cornelius 

Profoidenee, R,L 

•Ives, Thomas P. 
Wayland, Francis 
Cleveland, J. P. 

Bahwaiy, N. J. 
Squier, Job 

Salem, Mass. 

Emerson, Brown 
Phillips, Stephen C. 
Williams, WUliam 
Worcester, Zervia F. 

Schenectady, N. Y. 
•Smith, Peter 

Springfield, Mass. 
Osgood, Samuel 

Sprimfield, N. Y. 
Barrett, wrrish 

Thomaston, Me. 
•Rose, Daniel 

Utica, N, Y. 

Stocking, Samuel 
♦Varick, Abraham 

Watertown, Mass. 
Gushing, John P. 

West Haverhill, Mass. 
Cross, Abijah 

Wethersfield, Conn. 
Tucker, Mark 

Williamstown, Mass. 
♦Griffin, Edward D. 

Windsor, Conn. 

Hooker, Edward W. 
Tyler, Bennett 

Worcester, Mass. 

♦Foster, Alfred Dwight 
♦Lincoln, John W. 
Salisbury, Stephen 
♦Waldo, Daniel 
♦Waldo, E. & R. 
♦Waldo, Sarah 



BOSTON NEW. JAIL. 
T Louis Dwiciit, and G. J. F. Bkiakt, Auchiteot. 
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EXTENSION OF MASSACmiSErrS STATE PRISON AT CHAELESTOWN. 
DsaiOHED BT Louis Dwiaai, and Q. J. F. Bbzaht, Aaohrbot. 



SECTIONAL ELEVATION. 



■ hi^, in (ha cliu-, b aiw. 
ijatttt lBold,indSlM 




V 



-^- 




So c 3 46 6''^// 




o 




.(QS) 




Twenty-Eighth and Twenty-Ninth 



ANNUAL REPORTS 



OF THE 



^/^ 



^ 



c •• ■ V V c^ ; '^»^ L^ 






PRISON DISCIPLINE SOCIETY. 



1853 and 1854. 




(^=^ 







o — 



* TWENTY-EIGHTH 



ANNUAL REPORT 



OF THE 



BOARD OF MANAGERS 



OF THE 



PRISON DISCIPLINE SOCIETY, 



BOSTON. MAY, 1853. 



BOSTON: 

PUBLISHED BY T, B. MARVIN, 

1 864. 









NOTE. 

The folio wiDg Reports are incomplete. In 1853, while engaged in 
finishing the Report of that year, and preparing it for the press, Mr. 
D wight was attacked with paralysis, and was compelled to lay it aside. 
He was able to devote only a few weeks afterwards to sedentary labor, 
and with the aid of his daughter, as his amannensis, he prepared a part of 
the twenty-ninth and last Report of his earthly labors. In this is given a 
riamai of the work of his life, which will be read with deep interest by all 
who appreciate his services in the caase of humanity, and his devotion to 
the succor of those who were ready to perish. 



ANNUAL REPORT. 



MAY 33, 1§53. 



The goodness and mercy of God, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, we have reason to acknowledge during the Inst year, as 
in each successive year, since this Society was formed ; and 
even m our affliction, we have pleasant memories. 

AMOS LAWRENCE, and 
ROBERT G. SHAW, 

have left us ; but their departure can never blot out their 
noble acts ; nor can we ever forget the smiles of their approba- 
tion, or their steadfast and immovable adherence. On what 
we deem good authority, it is stated that Amos Lawrence gave 
fiv^ hundred thousand dollars, and Robert G. Shaw four 
hundred thousand dollars, during their lifetime, to this and 
other objects of benevolence, while both of them thought and 
acted, as though they felt that, in so doing, they were rich ; 
that the value of riches was their use ; and that a man had 
better see, himself, while he lives, what is done with a good 
portion of his property, and enjoy, as he goes along, the blessed- 
ness of giving, than leave, till after death, the decision of the 
question, What shall be done with my property ? For * God 
loveth a cheerful giver;' and Heaven welcomes, for Christ's 
sake, those who have poured out of their abundance, like 
water, as well as those, who have given a cup of cold water 
only to a disciple ifl the name of the Master. 

The benefactors of our race, above-mentioned, were as re- 
markable in the manner, as in the amount of their good deeds. 
Those who were invited to co-operate with them, in the distri- 
bution of their charities, were made to feel, that they were 
brethren and friends, in the great family of the Saviour ; that 
the obligations were mutual and reciprocal; and that the 
channels of communication, between the fountains and the 
fields, were a part of the Saviour's system of peace on earth, 
and good will to men, as much as the water of life itself, pro- 
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ceeding from the throne of God and the Lamb; that all 
servants of God were subservient to God, and fellow servants 
one to another ; and that the head could not say to the foot, I 
have no need of thee ; nor the heart to the hand, I have no 
need of thee. Those only, who had the pleasure of their 
acquaintance and co-operation, who entered their houses or 
places of business, saw their faces, took their counsel, and 
departed with their free-will offerings and Godspeed, could know 
the diflference between them and misers. ' Blessed is he that 
considereth the poor.' * The poor you have always with you.' 
* If one member suffers, all the members suffer with it.' 'Give, 
and it shall be given unto you.' These were household 
words, with Amos Lawrence and Robert G. Shaw. May God 
help ihem eternally. We have pleasant memories of them. 
Shall we not be happy to see them again? We do not mourn 
as those without consolation and hope. 

With this notice of departed friends, we present the follow- 
ing 

PLAN OF THE REPORT. 

PART T. 

IMPRISONMENT, FROM THE ARREST TO THE FIRST TRIAL, IN- 
CLUDING HANDS OF THE OFFICERS AND HAND-CHAINS, 
"WATCH-HOUSES" AND "LOCK-UPS." 

PART II. 

IMPRISONMENT, FROM THE FIRST TRIAL TO THE SENTENCE, 
INCLUDING PRISON DISCIPLINE IN JAILS AND HOUSES OF 
CORRECTION. 

PART III. 

IMPRISONMENT FOR MINOR OFFENCES. IN HOUSES OF CORREC- 
TION, WORK-HOUSES, AND COUNTY PRISONS. 

PART IV. 

IMPRISONMENT OF JUVENILE DELINQUENTS IN HOUSES OF 
REFUGE, HOUSES OF REFORMATION, STATE REFORM SCHOOLS, 
STATE FARMS, AND FARM SCHOOLS. *• 

PART V. 

PENTTENTIARIES AND STATE PRISONS. 

PART VI. 
DISCHARGED CONVICTS. 

PART VII. 
LUNATICS IN PRISON. 
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PART L 



IMPRISONMENT, FROM THE ARREST TO THE FIRST TRIAL, 
INCLUDING HANDS OF THE OFFICERS, AND HAND-CHAINS, 
"WATCH-HOUSES" AND "LOCK-UPS." 

This is to US a new department of Prison Discipline, and 
it may seem strange that it has never before received large 
attention, from this Society, for it is first in the order of time, 
from the arrest to the final discharge of the prisoner ; and it is 
not second to any other, in the whole course of imprisonment, 
in the interest connected with it, for the time being, or in the 
consequences which attend its proper or improper administation. 

Whether or not, there shall ber an arrest — 

In what manner it shall be tnftde — 

What shall be done to secure the person of the prisoner — 

Whether ct\ains shall be used, as security against escape 
from the officer — 

In what manner the prisoner shall be conveyed to the tem- 
porary place of detention — 

How long he shall be shut up, before the question is decided; 
whether he can be held for examination — 

What shall be the construction of the place of detention — 

What opportunity the prisoner shall have to notify his friends, 
to obtain counsel, to prepare his defence, to secure his witnesses, 
to procure the means of paying his fine and costs; and to 
obtain bail — 

These are questions on which, most manifestly, the incarce- 
ration of the body, the duration of imprisonment, the health of 
the prisoner, his apparent guilt or innocence, his future pros- 
pects, hopes and well-being, his punishment, or reformation, 
may in a great degree depend. 

This outline embraces a wide field of inquiry, observation, 
remark, and action. Every one of these topics is worthy of 
much consideration. 

For instance, the first question, whether or not there shall be 
an arrest. It is very important that it be done for good 
and sufficient cause. And in decidina'^Jthis question, the mind 
which has it to decide, should be rair,^ considerate, humane, 
benevolent, firm, actuated by due reigaird to public good and 
private worth, excluding prejudice, 'p^ssion, violent impulse, 
wrath, strife, unnatural and unjustifiable excitement from any 
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cause. What ! do you expect in watchmen and police officers 
such characteristics, which belong to the court rather than the 
police ? Certainly, they should be sought for, and cultivated, 
because they can do no harm; they are important and desirable 
in themselves ; they make the right sort of men for private or 
public trust ; and, for the time being, the police officer and 
night-watch has the power, in his own hands, of sheriff, law- 
giver, juror, and judge. He, and often he alone, has to decide 
what the offence is — 

Who is guilty of it — 

Is it worthy of arrest — 

Am / in duty bound to use the great power, which the law 
gives me, at this time, and in these circumstances, to arrest this 
man ; to lay my hands upon him ; to deprive him of the 
exercise of his free-will ; to take him away from his wife, 
and children, and friends ; to compel him, if he resists, at what- 
ever hazard, to go with me as my prisoner, and turn the 
key upon him ? Does not the exercise of such a power 
demand good judgment and discretion, as well as courage, reso- 
lution, and strength ? If there is a time, a place, and a tnist 
on earth demanding, for purposes of public justice, the high and 
good attributes of character, which belong to a worthy and 
honest man, when is the time, where is the place, and what is 
the trust, more imperiously demanding these attributes, than 
the time, place and trust of arresting a man for crime ? 

Again, another question raised within the general outline of 
thought proposed above, in regard to this stage of imprisonment, 
is. What shall be the construction of the place of detention, 
sometimes called the " Watch House,^^ sometimes the ^^ Lock- 
up 7^^ This is a mechanical and practical question, to which 
but little consideration has been given ; in regard to which, a 
careful examination of the Watch Houses of large cities, espec- 
ially, would disclose, most unquestionably, evils existing, calling 
for a remedy, not less imperatively than the crowded night 
rooms of the old State Prisons twenty-five or thirty years ago. 

Very similar things can be said concerning the ** Watch- 
Houses " and " Lock'Ups,^^ as were at that day said of the 
old State Prison night rooms. They are often crowded; 
from five to twenty being confined in one small room. They 
are crowded with persons of all degrees of guilt, and with 
persons who have never yet been proved guilty. The old 
man, and the young boy, are found in the same room ; the 
old, filthy and drunken woman, or something worse than 
drunken creature in female form, is found with the comparative- 
ly innocent and delicate female child ; the pick-pocket and the 
burglar, and the little boy for selling a newspaper without a 
license j and the young mechanic for standing on the side walk ; 
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and other young men on suspicion, who are afterwards some- 
times discharged without bill or witness ; — these are found in 
the SAME ROOM of the ''^ Watch House ^^ and the ^^ Lock-up,'*^ 
Add to these varieties, the delirium tremens cases, and the 
cases of insanity, and mingle them with the cases before men- 
tioned, and then consider, that very many of all those, which 
are shut up, say one-quarter, one-fifth, or one-sixth, never come 
to trial ; are never indicted, or are discharged, as not guilty, by 
the jury. How important is it, then, that the only remedy 
should be applied to the "Lock-up," or "Watch House," as 
well as to every other place of imprisonment, viz., separate 
cells, or cells enough for any probable number of persons to be 
confined. 

We cannot, at the present time, fully analyze and amplify all 
the topics suggested for consideration, in regard to the inter- 
ests of prison discipline, between the arrest and the sen- 
tence ; but this great question embraces many minor ques- 
tions. What privileges shall be secured to the prisoner, 
under arrest, before examination and trial, in regard to 
preparation for trial — with witnesses, counsel, friends, examin- 
ing references for general character, means of paying fine and 
costs, and procuring bail. It is obvious, at first thought, that 
there is a great call for time, consideration, deliberation, that 
nothing maybe done hastily and ignorantly. 

Instances may be cited to show how much depends on time 
and attention, for preparation in these particulars, before the 
decision of a multitude of cases. 

It is not the duty of the judge to prepare the defence. It is 
not considered the duty of the complainant, or the police and 
night-watch to look up the witnesses for the prisoner ; they 
often have enough to do to prove the guilt of the accused. 
Who shall appear for the prisoner ? This is a most important 
question, and there is often no answer to it. And what is still 
more true, there is neither knowledge, lime, nor money suita- 
bly to prepare the defence. 

A great variety of cases can easily be cited to illustrate many 
points and suggestions in the above remarks. 

Other points of consideration sliould receive the utmost atten- 
tion from the humane and philanthropic, in the first stage of 
imprisonment. 

1. References for character, should be carefully examined. 

2. Reconciliation of the parties at variance, if practicable, 
should be attempted. 

3. Bail is often of great use, with but little risk, to the 
persons who are willing to become bail. 

4. Pinal failures are not necessarily connected with the fail- 
ure of the first effort to succor and reform. 
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5. The character of the prisoner should sometimes be pat 
into the case, in mitigation of sentence, before sentence is 
passed ; sometimes before the case is given to the jury, and 
often, in the police court, before judgment is rendered by the 
judge. 

6. Delay of the case, for further evidence, is often impor- 
tant. 

7. Suitable counsel for the prisoner should be secured, if 
practicable. 

8. Loaning money to pay fine and costs, to be repaid in 
small installments, is often a great kindness, and will frequently 
be repaid with gratitude. 

9. Supplying a very small sum of money, (frequently a few • 
cents only,) to make the necessary sum to pay fine and costs, 
will sometimes discharge the prisoner, and save him from fur- 
ther incarceration. 

10. The benevolent and humane will find great happiness 
in giving money to pay fine and costs, in extraordinary cases. 

11. Kind offices to prisoners, in such trials, are often intro- 
ductory to permanent usefulness, in the families of the poor, 
the unfortunate, and the vicious. 

12. Visits, counsel and prayer will be found frequently accept- 
able in families from a friend, who has shown himself a friend, 
in such circumstances. 

13. Being on hand in such a time of need, may often turn 
the scale in favor of the prisoner, without thwarting the pur- 
poses of justice. 

14. Prompt, energetic, decided, and benevolent action 
should be had in every thing, which good discretion and sound 
judgment, under the ruling of the court, will sanction. 

15. Doing for the friendless, and the poor, ag you would that 
others in like circumstances should do for you, is a good rule 
in all cases. " Blessed is he that considereth the poor." 

Cases illustrating the importance of giving bail. 

Persons for whom bail was given, to the amount of $30 each, 
for their appearance before the police court in Boston, each of 
them fined only one cent, in consideration of good conduct and 
temperance. 

1. M. VV. has a nice wife and two young children living in 
street, an industrious mechanic. 

2. J. S., a very decent, temperate, respectable mechanic, 
about 19 years of age, unmarried, brother-in-law to W., above 
mentioned ; very respectable, then living with W. 

3. G. R., an industrious and useful laboring man, living in 
B., working in the G. M., having a wife and four children. 
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4 M. CI., ail active and industrious man, making a comforta- 
ble support for himself and his wife, having no children, living 
in C street. 

6. P. T., his wife, a very good looking woman, and little boy, 
appeared in the court house at the side of his employer, who 
testified against him, stating at the same time, that when sober 
he had rather have him than any other man. 

The above five persons all conducted well, (except one, who 
fell once, but recovered himself,) appeared before the court, not 
by constraint, but willingly, were fined each of them one cent 
and costs, and brought the money to pay costs with them, 
which they procured for their own labor, or on their own 
responsibility, and paid their costs, amounting together to about 
$15; and were then, with their bail, discharged, and went 
home to their own families, and left nothing for their bondsmen 
to pay; but instead thereof, their gratitude and good will 
often earnestly and gratefully expressed. 

The five persons above-mentioned, who were bailed on the 
same day, came to the court at the appointed time, not by 
compulsion, but willingly, except one, who had previously been 
surrendelred by her bail. She was brought before the court by 
the ofiicers. Of the other four, one was discharged with #ie 
cent fine and costs, and resumed his labors. The other cases 
were all continued another term, to give them an opportunity of 
earning money to pay their fines and costs. They have been 
visited since, some of them repeatedly, and so far as known at 
this time, are all doing well ; and if they continue to do well, 
will soon be discharged, and resume their labors in places of 
their own choice. It makes a great diflerence in the working 
of human bones and muscles, whether men work for others by 
compulsion, or whether they work for themselves and families 
with their own free will and choice. It is this which gives to 
restraint its punishment, to freedom its motive, to the pledge of 
total abstinence its power. When passion is subdued, and rea- 
son gets the mastery, there is hope that in the cases last named, 
great good will be secured to four families, and that the accused 
will be discharged on one cent fine and costs with no forfeit 

of bail. 

The ** Lock-up," so called, at the Boston Jail, is a small build- 
ing connected with the Porter's Lodge, disconnected with the 
main building, and removed from it in a south-westerly direc- 
tion, about 100 feet. The external wall of the enclosure, or 
yard wall, is the west wall of the " Lock-up," and the door of 
entrance to the ** Lock-up " is from the Keeper's Lodge, 
on the south side of his room, or office, while the door of 
entrance to the* same room is on the west side of the same, 
opening from the street, and on a level with the sidewalk. 
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The object of this is twofold, that ia case of a refractory 
prisoner, the receiviDg of him may be easy, not admitting of 
the resistance which taking him up stairs would allow, and in 
all cases not causing the disturbance (particularly in the night 
season) to the main building, which a continual opening and 
shutting of the door of entrance to the main building would 
occasion. This is a decided advantage of the << Lock-up," a 
little removed from the main building, opening directly from 
the sidewalk, and on a level with it, and connected with the 
Porter's Lodge, so as in no case to disturb the main building. 

Under the second stage of imprisonment we notice, 

1st. The Boston New Jail. 

Another year's experience of the working of this County 
Prison, has been had, and we propose, in this Report, to submit 
the testimony of practical men, concerning its adaptation to the 
purposes for which it was made. We have no other wish than 
to submit the question of its value to the judgment, which shall 
be formed, on the evidence fairly and fully presented. This 
testimony will relate, 
1. To the " lock-up." 
^2. To the keeper's house and its appendages. 

3. To the prison kitchen. 

4. To the guard room. 

5. To the classification. 

6. To the cells for ordinary use and ten dark cells. 

7. To the privilege room. 

8. To the chapel. 

9. To the work rooms. 

10. To the bathing rooms and water closets. 

11. To the windows and light. 

12. To the iron grated doors and windows. 

13. To the fastenings. 

14. To the ventilation. 

16. To the mode of warming. 

16. To the sun light and beat. 

17. To the stone and iron floors. 

18. To the level floors. 

19. To the galleries. 

20. To the stairs. 

21. To the ceilings. 

22. To the security against fire. 

23. To the humanity. 

24. To the power of government. 

25. To the supervision. 

26. To the security against escape. 

27. To the health. ' ^ 
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28. To the extension. 

29. To the general opinion, as expressed by visitors, in con- 
versation and in written notices, by citizens, and by travellers, 
by strangers, and by the prisoners. 

[N. B. The discussion of these subjects was not completed by Mr, 
Dwight] 

When the evidence is fully and fairly presented, we shall 
submit the question of adaptation and value, with very few re- 
marks, wishing to abide by the verdict of an intelligent com- 
munity. 

County Prisons in Massachusetts , out of Boston, ^ 

The time was, and not long since, when the opinion was 
expressed, in the Report of this Society then published, that 
the State of Connecticut was in advance of all the other Uni- 
ted States, in the structure of its County Prisons, and the 
profitable employment of their inmates ; but it may now be 
said, that there is nothing in the State of Connecticut, that will 
compare favorably in regard to structure, with the Boston 
New Jail ; and as this Jail has been made a model of imitation, to 
a considerable extent, in other counties in the State of Massa- 
chusetts, (varying of course the size and adaptations to the 
population and necessities in other cases,) we think it is due 
to Massachusetts to say, so far as this has been done, that Mas- 
sachusetts is in advance of the State of Connecticut, in regard 
to the structure of its County Prisons. 

We wish as much could be said in regard to the profitable 
employment of their inmates. If the question should now be 
asked, whether there is anything in the United States, which 
will compare favorably in structure with the Boston New Jail, 
in the form of a County Prison, we answer unhesitatingly, 
Yes. The Albany (N. Y.) County Prison, of which Amos 
Pilsbury is both architect and warden, is one of the best Coun- 
ty Prisons in the world. Amos Pilsbury is the son of the old 
pioneer in Prison Discipline, Moses C. Pilsbury, of New 
Hampshire, who was first Warden of the Connecticut State 
Prison, and twice Warden of the New Hampshire State Prison. 
This good man lived a long life, teaching his son and others, 
the science (if it may be so called) of Prison Discipline. It was 
his great ambition, as it is that of the son, to set an example 
before the world, of the proper manner of making Prisons self- 
supporting and reformatory, just and penal. The son, in one 
respect, is superior to the father. He is both architect and 
keeper. 

Amos Pilsbury, the Warden of the Albany County Prison^ 
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having been rejected as a prison keeper, from Connecticut, 
on political grounds^ was appointed to the important post of 
responsibility and usefulness, which he now holds, with the 
distinct apprehension and conviction on the mind of the ap- 
pointing power, that he was a better man, than any other, 
to build a model County Prison, in the State of New York, 
in the city of Albany ; and from this great thoroughfare and 
capital of the Empire State, extend the system which he 
might adopt, both in structure, self-support and discipline, 
to all the other counties in the State. All that was ever pre- 
dicted of him he has fulfilled ; and one thing, which never was 
predicted of him, he has fulfilled in his own person, i. e., he has 
reconciled all parties in himself, — Barn-burners, and Bucktails, , 
and nobody knows what. This is a triumph of art and good- 
ness which we know not ever to have been accomplished 
before, by an official, in the State of New York. It is a great 
good in Prison Discipline, for we have known great evils result, 
not only to Prison Discipline, but to the structure of a Lunatic 
Asylum in the State of New York, from the strength and con- 
trolling influence of party politics; while no one thing is more 
apparent, than that politics ought not to control the structure and 
management of Prisons and Lunatic Asylums. It is a great 
good, and a great gain, to the State of New York, and to the 
world, that Amos Pilsbury has reconciled all parties in himself, 
by building in the city of Albany and Slate of New York, a 
County Prison which will compare favorably, in structure^ with 
any other in the world, and which surpasses any in existence, so 
far as our knowledge extends, in the self-support of vagabonds, 
drunkards, petty thieves, and other unhappy and miserable noen 
and women, in prison on short sentences. That such persons, 
in great numbers, can support themselves and their officers, by 
their own labor, and have a surplus for a rainy day, is a 
new thing under the sun. Massachusetts may well vie with 
New York, in such a strife, and we cau rejoice and do rejoice, 
that we are beaten in Albany, N. Y., in the productive indus- 
try and economy of management of this class of prisoners ; and 
that the prison structure, where it is done, compares favorably 
with the Boston New Jail, and all other County Prisons in 
Massachusetts, constructed on the same model. We wish we 
could say as much for the Boston New Jail, that it compares 
favorably in regard to the employment of the prisoners, with 
the Albany County Penitentiary. But we cannot. 

County Prisons are built, and being built, in other parts of the 
State of New York, after the model of the County Prison in 
Albany, to wit : in Syracuse and Buffalo. That in Syracuse 
we have seen. Its location and structure are all very good, 
and the prediction, in regard to Mr. Pilsbury's influence in pro- 
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nioting and carrying forward this system of improvement, is 
verified. 

Massachusetts is advancing in a similar manner, in building 
County Prisons on the model of the Boston New Jail. In 
Dedham, Norfolk Co., the work is in a good measure accom- 
plished. When the keeper's house is built of stone, and loca- 
ted where it is designed to be, the whole structure will be 
complete. As far as it has progressed, it answers a good pur- 
pose, in its working order. 

In Lawrence, Essex Co., the foifndations of a new Prison are 
laid ; the plans of G. J. P. Bryant are adopted ; the contracts 
are made, under the direction of the old county commission- 
ers, and the work is rapidly advancing to its completion. The 
location of the building, as well as the plan, is thought to be 
very good. 

In Northampton, the new County Prison and House of Cor- 
rection, by the same architect, is finished and occupied. The 
location, material, plan and finish, are spoken of as very good 
The model is the same, substantially, as those already mentioned 
in Massachusetts. 

In Plymouth, Plymouth Co., Mass., a new County Prison 
has been built, on the same general principles, which is very 
well spoken of by disinterested persons. 

The County Prison and Hohse of Correction in Worcester, 
has been essentially improved within a year or two, under the 
general direction of our own lamented friend and associate, Hon. 
John W. Lincoln, and is now, on the whole, a very good estab- 
lishment, in all the essential principles of good structure and 
good management. 

In the counties of Hampden and Berkshire, the Prisons and 
Houses of Correction have been greatly improved and en- 
larged, and they are, at this time, substantially good establish- 
ments. 

So that we may say that the good work of reform in Prison 
Discipline is advancing with sure progress in Massachusetts, so 
far as County Prisons are concerned. 

It is well advanced in Connecticut, nearly every county in 
the State having secured a new Prison, on good principles of 
structure and management. 

And, in the State of New York, an excellent beginning is 
made ; a New Model County Prison has been erected, which 
has been increasingly successful for three years. The work 
is extending to other counties besides Albany. 

In New Jersey, the public attention has been aroused to the 
condition of its County Prisons, by the Prison Association of 
that State. 

Pennsylvania has done something in its interior counties. 
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Further than this, in regard to the reform of County Prisons in 
the United States, we cannnot speak with much definiteness. 

We hope the time will come, ere long, when we can speak of 
new and improved County Prisons in New York city, instead 
of the wretched and obnoxious and filthy Tombs, so called ; in 
Baltimore, Maryland, instead of the discarded old Jail ; in 
Washington city, instead of the present Jail, which has not beeii 
in existence many years, and when it was built, was constructed, 
we should think, without either architect, model, or design, 
unless it was design without knowledge, observation, forecast, 
thought, or care. It is neither one thing nor another, except a 
total wrong in the structure of a Prison, or a House of Deten- 
tion, in the Capital of the Nation. Who designed it ? What 
was it designed for ? Why was it designed so? How it is 
possible that it could have been planned as it is, by rational 
beings in this age of the world, are questions which ought to 
have been asked, and answered, before the corner stone of sucii 
a monument of folly was ever laid. Perhaps, when it was 
done, it was thought enough to say, the building is a Jail. It 
is of no consequence how it is done. 

The Old Calabouse House in New Orleans, used as a Jail, 
of which we have heard, we conceive, is on the same level 
with the Jail in Washington city. 

These Jails, in some of the' largest cities of the United 
States, call for rebuilding after the model of the Boston New 
Jail, or the Albany County Penitentiary. With such models 
and such examples, it will he much easier than it would have 
been a few years ago, to be in a good degree certain of secur- 
ing a great public improvement, in rebuilding the Prisons and 
Houses of Deteniion in all our large cities. 

When it is considered that these old Jails, in the large cities, 
are the places where old men and women and little children, 
where United States' and other witnesses, where the accused 
and not yet tried, and the tried and condemed, the highway- 
men, the murderers, the burglars, the pickpockets, the counter- 
feiters, the foreign rogues and the native youth, the suspected 
but innocent young men and women, as is sometimes the case, 
are confined without classification or silence, without supervit- 
ion, without separation at night, without employment or moral 
and religious instruction, — What shall we say ? If the dead 
are never to be raised, then let them be. But if Jesus Christ 
be risen from the dead, and is to come in his glory, attended 
by all the holy angels, to sit upon the throne of his glory, 
and separate the righteous from the wicked, as a shepherd 
divideth the sheep from the goals, let them not be. It may 
still be said, as it was almost thirty years ago, " Bettek that 
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THE LAWS SHOULD BE WRITTEN IN BIX>OD| THAN THUS EXE* 
CUTED IN SIN." 

New York city, Baltimore, Washington, New Orleans; mag. 
istrates, citizens, ministers of Christ of all denominations, 
Christians redeemed by the blood of the Son of God, come 
forward and demolish these Old Jails, these '^ committee rooms 
of mischief," and substitute for them something like the Boston 
New Jaii, and the Albany County Penitentiary. 

In the third mode of imprisonment, concerning Houses of 
Refuge, we remark that, 

The House of Refuge in Maine^ is advaiK^ very nearly 
to its completion. 

The House of Refuge in New Hampshire^ is advanced so 
far as to have a farm selected and described by the commission- 
ers, as a suitable one ; but we believe that Che contracts are not 
yet executed for the purchase. A plan of buildings is prepared, 
but not fully decided upon ; so that, on the whole, if we are 
correctly informed, no decisive step has been taken in its 
progress during the last year. 

The State Reform School at Westboroughy Massachusetts^ 
has been enlarged to nearly twice its original capacity. 

The Farm School at Thompson's Island, is pursuing the 
even tenor of the same accepted course, which it seems ever 
to have pursued, * under the present Superintendent, and his 
wife the matron, Mr. and Mrs. Morrison. 

The House of Reformation at South Boston^ has not essen- 
tially altered in regard to its capacity, system, or success. 
A valuable subordinate officer has been removed from it to 
become the teacher of the Boylston school, in the east end of 
the satne building, where the Boylston school is located, and is 
composed of a younger class of poor boys, greater in number 
than the House of Reformation boys, (say from 120 to 140,) 
and is scarcely a less important institution. Mr. Levi Lincoln 
Goodhue i€ now appointed tlie teacher of this school, and we 
anticipate for him a course of great usefulness, and for the 
school desirable progress. 

. The House of Refuge in Providence^ Rhode Island, has had 
its way marked with signal success from its commencement ; 
and the expense attending it has been most reasonable. 

The House of Refuge in Connecticut^ has been located at 
Meriden, near tlie Hartford and New Haven Railroad, about 
one mile from the depot ; a valuable farm has been purchased. 
Mr. Hoadiy, of New Haven, the same getitleman who has 
been deeply interested in the Institution from the first, has been 
Superintendent of the whole operation, and has taken up his 
abode tliere. The subscription has been filled up according 
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to law, by his solicitation, to make the State appropriations 
available ; and the buildings are to be erected daring the year, 
sufficiently to commence operations. 

The House of Refuge in New York dty^ is erecting two 
buildings on Randall's Island, five miles from the City Hall, 
on the general plan of the design by Mr. Bryant, except that it 
has two buildings, each with three wings, instead of one build- 
ing, with five wings ] the males and females to be entirely sep- 
arated, in the different buildings, having a wall between them ; 
while in the other plan, the design was, that they should be 
entirely separate from contact, sight or sound, although under 
the same roof. The general principles of each plan are essen- 
tially the same. The whole number of inmates designed to be 
ultimately accommodated is about 1,000. 

The Old House of Refuge in New York, remains as it 
was, at the old stand, under its accomplished Superintendent, 
Mr. J. W. Ketchum. 

The House of Refuge in Rochester^ New York, is and has 
been, from the first, an admirable Institution. 

The House of Refuge in New Jersey^ at Kingston^ seems 
well nigh to have fallen a victim to ignorance and political 
prejudice ; some hopes are still entertained, that it will be 
resuscitated, under more favorable auspices. It has devoted 
friends among all parties, and among some of the very best 
men in New Jersey, without distinction of sect or station. 
We hope it will not forever languish. 

The House of Refuge in Philctdelphiay for white chil- 
dren, is being built anew, on the same site as the House of 
Refuge for colored children ; and its scale and capacity are to 
be enlarged, under th^ general management and control of the 
old Board of Directors. When the new building is finished, it 
will be a very extensive establishment. And judging from its 
I)ast history, it will be very richly endowed and extensively 
useful. 

• 

Under the fourth stage of imprisonment, we notice the State 
Prisons and Penitentiaries. 

The State Prison in Maine, is feeling the effects of an im- 
proved state of society. 

The State Prison in New Hampshire, has been revolution- 
ized, politically ; whether usefully or not, remains to be seen. 
It was doing, in many respects, exceedingly well before ; it may 
be doing as well or better now, but political changes affecting 
State Prisons and Lunatic Asylums, in general, disturb rather 
than benefit these Institutions. 

The State Prison in Vermont, is at length represented as 
having become, like most of the other State Prisons in the land. 
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a seif^uppoiiling lostituiioti, instead of being a moth, as it has 
l^een many years, consuming substance to the value of four or 
five thousand doHars, or ioore, annually. 

The State Pri$on in Massachusetts^ has been enlarged in its 
capacity within two years, and for the piesent, beyond the 
immediate necessities of the Commonwealth, as the number of 
cells is about 80 more than the number of prisoners ; and the 
number of prisoners has diminished about 20 during the last 
yea(f ,• so that instead of a call for a new State Prison in Lanes- 
boro', Berkshire Co., at the present rate of progress downward, 
in the actual number, we shall not have State Prison convicts 
enough forever and ever to fill the State Prison which we 
have already erected. And why a msgority of the House of 
Representatives should vote to build a new Stat^ Prison, in 
Lanesboro', Bershire county, in a rural and agricultural district, 
where there are only some 6, 8, or 10 State Prison convicts in 
a year, seems about as strange to us as it would for Great 
Britain to negotiate with Pennsylvania for the transportation of 
coal to Newcastle. However, the Senate has bad the wisdom 
to stay the proceeding by nearly a two-thirds vote, and if the 
House of Representatives shall ever again sanction such a mea- 
sure, it must be because the inhabitants of Berkshire think 
more of its marble quarries and their adaptation to Prison labor, 
to which they are less adapted than aImos|; any other kind of 
labor, than they think of the quiet and peace of their own hab- 
itations ; because they value State Prison convicts so much 
and have so few, and want some more ; or because some other 
parts of the State would have no objections to making an Aus- 
tralia of Berkshire ; or because there is a total misapprehension 
in regard to the admirable adaptation of the present location 
to the purposes of a State Prison. There is not, nor can there 
be, we believe, in the Commonwealth, a location of a State 
Prison, which has in its favor good reasons, compared with 
those in favor of a location at Charlestown, more than in the 
proportion of 3 to 13. This was the exact and arithmetical 
result of a very patient, candid, and laborious examination of 
the subject, in joint committee of both houses, in 1851, and it 
was by a vote in the committee, which would have been 
unanimous, but for one voice. The reasons were then fully 
assigned, in a legislative document ; and until reason is de- 
throned, in the consideration of this important subject, we 
have no fear that the further investigation of the matter will 
lead to a conclusion that the location of a new State Prison 
for the State of Massachusetts, should be fixed on a mar- 
ble quarry in Lanesboro', Berkshire County. Mr. Lysander 
Richards, of the Senate, chairman of the committee, owned 
a granite quarry in Quincy, and testified himself, before the 
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committee, that instead of moving men from Boston to the 
quarry in Quincy, to hammer granite, their quarry actually 
moved the stone to Boston, to hammer it in Boston; paid 
for the transportation by the stone chips, which were salable 
in Boston, while they were only a nuisance in Quincy; 
and paid $1,600 rent for a wharf and dock in Boston, where 
they hammer their stone and have always a ready market. 
This was the last decisive fact in the minds of the commit- 
tee, in favor of the location at Charlestown. And so now, 
in the consideration of the same subject, if the question were 
for the interests of Berkshire alone, or the owners of the quarry 
of marble in Lanesboro' alone, whether the State Prison should 
be removed to the quarry in Lanesboro', or the stone out of 
the quarry to the stone shed, in the State Prison at Charles- 
town the latter proposition would be the most advantageous to 
the town of Lanesboro', and the Quarry Company. 

Besides, the business of quarrying stone, is for the most 
part, very ill-adapted to State Prison labor. It is exposed to the 
weather. It varies with the season of the year, from cold and frost. 
It admits of no order of arrangement, or effectual supervision of 
the laborers ; it would be like the flight of wild geese, in 
comparison with the order, silence, careful supervision of work- 
shops, and steady, productive labor in the Albany Penitentiary. 
Mr. Pilsbury would say, You had better take them out of the 
Prison, and work them on the highways, and on the wharves, 
and the docks, than take them into a quarry. 

The House of Refuge in Western Pennsylvania, in or near 
Pittsburgh, we do not hear much from. 

Of the House of Refuge in Baltimore, the same is true. 

The House of Refuge System is beginning to be distinctly 
contemplated in Richmond, Ya. 

And the House of Refuge in Cincinnati, Ohio, is estab- 
lished and greatly useful, like every well conducted Institution 
of the kind. 

Nothing in the whole history of Prison Discipline, is more 
universally approved, than the House of Refuge System. * * 
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EEVIEW OF THIETY YEAES. 

The following are some of the friends of this Society 
deceased, showing the character of those who have been its 
supporters and patrons. General Clarkson, Col. Rutgers, Col. 
Richard Varrick, Thomas Eddy, Stephen Allen, Samuel M. 
Hopkins, Stephen Van Rensselaer, Samuel Miller, Archibald 
Alexander, Moses Stuart, Ebenezer Porter, William Bartlett, 
William B. Banister, Edwin W. Dwight, William W. Wool- 
sey, Jeremiah Evarts, Samuel Green,. Benjamin B. Wisner, 
Elias Cornelius, John Codman, Nathaniel Tucker, Daniel 
Waldo, Misses Waldo, Alfred Dwight Foster, Samuel B. Wood- 
ward, William Phillips, Edward Tuckerrnan, Stephen Salis- 
bury, Richard Chamberlain, Amos Lawrence, William Lawrence, 
Edmund Dwight, Theodore Lyman, Samuel Appleton, Rob- 
ert G. Shaw, Mrs. Eliot, William Prescott, Gardiner Greene, 
Peter C. Brooks, Nathaniel R. Cobb, Richard Cobb, William 
Reed, Samuel T. Armstrong, Henry Homes, George J. Homer, 
Samuel Hubbard, Justin Edwards, Robert Ralston, Bishop 
White Elihu Chauncey, Charles Chauncey, Thomas Bradford, 
Jr., Edward D. Griffin, William Codman, Dr. Rose, George 
Bliss. Such have been the friends and associates of the Prison 
Discipline Society. 

Original Efforts to establish the principle of Solitary Confinement at 

night 

First in Maine, by Dr. Rose. The cells were built in the 
form of pits.. They were entered from the top, through an 
orifice about two feet in diameter, which was opened and closed 
by an open, iron-grated door. The prisoner descended through 
this orifice by a ladder, which was removed after the prisoner 
entered his cell. The window consisted of an opening through 
the side of the cell, about 2 inches by 8, made angular, so that 
the prisoner could not see out, through a wall about two feet 
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thick. Sun-light was also admitted from the top, thro;' .. >>e 
opeti-grated, iron trai)-door. The mode of heating wat 
beneath, through an orifice about two inches in diam. 
through which heated air was designed to be admitted into i. 
cell. In these cells, in the form of pits, prisoners were con- 
fined from one to six months, on bread and water ; but it was 
so severe an infliction that it was necessary to remove them to 
the hospital to recruit, and when recruited, to return them again 
to their cells, to fulfill their sentence. This was done, not only 
once, but in some instances, several times, before the sentence 
could be carried out. This was one of the original structures 
exploded in the early efibrts of this Society, and there was sub- 
stituted for it a building containing a block of cells on the plan 
of the Auburn Prison. 

Second. In the State of Connecticut, another original eflfort 
was made to confine prisoners, not in solitude, but in a deep, 
dark dungeon, in mass, seventy feet beneath the ground, into 
which the prisoners descended through a perpendicular shaft, 
about six feet in diameter, on a ladder. There they were confined 
during the night, in total darkness, without an attempt at super- 
vision or control. Such was the degraded condition of these 
men, that one of them, on being afterwards asked which he 
preferred, this prison, or the new prison at Wethersfield, which 
was built as a substitute for it, replied that " he pteferred the 
old Newgate prison at Simsbury Mines, because the prisoners 
were left to themselves, and no one could say. Why do ye so ?" 
A series of efforts was commenced, under the countenance and 
approbation of Governor Wolcott, which resulted in building 
the new prison at Wethersfield. 

Third. The Massachusetts State Prison at Charlestown. The 
necessity of reform arose principally from the crowded state of 
the night-rooms, where prisoners of all ages, and all degrees of 
guilt, were confined, in numbers from five to fifteen, so crowd- 
ed that they could not be lodged on the floor, but were swung 
in hammocks. These were well called by Governor Lincoln, 
"Committee rooms of mischief." *'jBc«cr," said he, ^^ that 
the laws should he written in bloody than thus executed in sin.^^ 
This was the language of his annual message to the Legisla- 
ture. He further declared it to be an " Augean stable, which 
must be cleansed." A series of efibrts was consequently com- 
menced, with the strong and earnest approbation of the govern- 
ment, which resulted in the reformation of the laws, and the 
building of a new Prison at Charlestown, on the Auburn plan, 
containing three hundred cells. 

Fourth. In New Jersey, at the State Prison in Lamberton, 
a tier of solitary cells was prepared for the confinement of pris- 
oners, to which they were sentenced, day and night, which 
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were not so gloomy as those in Maine and Connecticut, nor so 
1 corrupting as those in the latter State, and at Charlestown ; still it 
III was afterwards proved, before a Committee of the Legislature, 
1^1: on the testimony of witnesses, deemed by them reliable, that 
efi!: several of the prisoners contracted diseases, under the system 
jtiir. pursued in these cells, which proved fatal. This Committee 
tiie: made a long report, and in this they were aided by this Soci- 
ety, which resulted in building the New Penitentiary in that 
State. 
Fifth. In Virginia, at Richmond, in 1824, at the early period 
irr of which we are now speaking, prisoners were sentenced fre- 
m- quently to solitary confinement, where they were kept day and 
tke:. night, in dark, damp dungeons, (entered through long and 
gloomy passages,) which disclosed, when the prisoners were 
a e: seen, human beings on the floor in chains. This state of things 
it was too severe to be endured, and led to efforts, which resulted in 
Dti . the building of cells, better lighted and ventilated, on the 
arss Panopticon plan of Jeremy Bentham. 

cor} Sixth. Washington City, D. C. The old Jail was carefully 

^10 examined, faithfully described in detail, showing that men, 
ofii? women and children, were confined in rooms eight feet square, 
l,,^!;! in filth and wretchedness, four, five, six, and seven in a room. 
I i: Mr. Webster, then a member of the House of Representatives in 
ff^>j|: Congress, received the communication with his usual inter- 
est and strength, introduced the agent to Mr. Thornpson, of 
Pennsylvania, afterwards Judge Thompson, who devoted him- 
self, during the session, as far as was necessary, to the object of 
exploding the old Jail, and building a New Penitentiary. Mr. 
Bulfinch, formerly of Boston, architect of the government, and 
of the Capitol, drew the plan of the new building, on the 
Auburn system, which was adopted by the government, and 
the ' nuisance abated at the old Jail. (For a particular descrip- 
tion of this transaction, see First Report of the Prison Discipline 
Society, page 48, *^ Extracts from Mr. Thompson's speech to the 
House of Representatives of the United States, January, 1826.") 
A bill was passed by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in Congress, appropriating $5,000 to repair the Jail in Wash- 
ington ; $10,000 to build a new Jail in Alexandria ; and 
$40,000 to build a Penitentiary in Washington, containing one 
hundred and sixty cells. 

Seventh. In Philadelphia, in the Walnut Street Prison, 
between three and four hundred prisoners were lodged in the 
night rooms, about 20 feet square, 29 and 30 in a room, lying 
on the floor in blankets, allowing to each prisoner about two 
feet by six. Here were lodged at night, old convicts of all 
nations, and left to themselves to corrupt one another, and tell 
their tales of mischief. On the Prune Street side of the same 
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prison, the convicts of the younger class were placed in rooms 
of similar size and like numbers, and not left without supervis- 
ion, but placed under the supervision of old convicts. When 
one of these lads became serious, and desired to benefit those 
of his own age, and collected some of them together in one 
corner of the room, to read the Scriptures and pray with them, 
one of the supervisors, being an old convict in the same room, 
did what he could to break it up, by taking for his text, " There 
is a time to dance." The boy, on being inquired of, several 
months afterwards, how he got along in his religious life, 
answered his friend with sighs and tears, through the grated door 
of his room : " I am trying to persevere, but such things confie 
into my ears and get down into my heart, that I find it very 
difficult." This boy is now an educated man, and a minister 
of the gospel, and has had, among his own people, during the 
last winter, a most interesting reformation, and revival of pure 
religion. The evils, made apparent in the state of things 
above described, in the Walnut Street and Prune Street Prisons, 
arising from the crowded state of the night rooms, led to the 
effort of building New Penitentiaries in Philadelphia, and at 
Pittsburgh. The model cell was built in the autumn of 1824, 
and about seven hundred separate cells were built in Philadel- 
phia and Pittsburgh, in a few successive years, at an expense 
of more than $700,000. 

Eighth. In the State of New York, at Greenwich, in 
the city of New York, three miles from the City Hall, on 
the bank of the North River, stood a prison, containing 
between three and four hundred convicts, lodged in night- 
rooms similar to those just described in the Walnut Street and 
Prune Street prisons at Philadelphia. Private meetings were 
called in the city, to expose the evils existing in the old prison 
at Greenwich. These meetings were private, because a knowl- 
edge of the arts of mischief, as taught in these places, could 
not be safely communicated to any but good citizens. The 
arts of pick-pockets, counterfeiters, burglars and highwaymen, 
and the tools and instruments by which they effected their 
purposes, and the science which was brought to bear upon 
their wicked designs, were piesented and exposed by the agent 
of this Society in these meetings. Edward Livingston and 
Thomas Eddy were among the men in attendance. The pub- 
lic mind was excited, the government was moved to action, 
Messrs. Hopkins, Tibbets and Allen were appointed commis- 
sioners, to build the New Prison at Sing Sing, on the Auburn 
plan, containing separate cells enough to lodge any probable 
number of prisoners, at an expense of several hundred thousand 
dollars. When a sufficient number of cells were built, the 
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prisoners were removed to Sing Sing, and the old Greenwich 
Prison demolished. 

Without farther detail in regard to any particular prison, 
suffice it to say, a prison on the Auburn plan was built for the 
Northern District of the State of New York, in Clinton County, 
about twenty miles in the rear of Pittsburgh ; in the State of 
Maine, at Thomaston ; at Concord, New Hampshire ; Windsor, 
Vermont ; Providence, Rhode Island ; Columbus, Ohio ; Jack- 
son, Michigan; Indianapolis, Indiana; and in several other 
States, buildings were erected on the Auburn Plan, containing 
as many separate dormitories as should be necessary to accom- 
modate any probable number of prisoners who might be 
committed to the State Prisons of these States. 

The effort to provide cells for separate confinement at night 
did not stop with what was done in State Prisons ; but exten- 
sively in County Prisons, particularly in Massachusetts, Con- 
necticut, New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania, separate 
cells were constructed for the same purpose. 

This was, and has always been, the first great object of the 
Prison Discipline Society. In effecting this object, since the 
Society was formed, the different States have expended not less 
than $5,000,000 for their Penitentiaries and County Prisons. 
The difference in the amount of sin in the world, in this 
country alone, consequent upon this change from the crowded 
night rooms of prisons without supervision, and in prisons where 
the prisoners are confined in separate cells, in silence, under 
careful supervision, is beyond all human calculation. 

The second great object of attention with this Society has 
been. To supply the Bible, and preached Gospel, and means 
of grace to the Prisoners, This was distinctly specified, 
among the leading objects, in the caption of the subscription 
paper, which was drawn up and circulated, about one year 
before the Society was formed. In this preliminary movement, 
so closely united in the view of those concerned in it was the 
Bible, that the effort at that period, was connected with the 
American Bible Society. Before the close of one year, how- 
ever, it was deemed wise to form a distinct Society. The new 
Society kept the same object in view, and expended money to 
introduce and supply resident chaplains in prisons. Out of its 
scanty means it expended $1,000 for this purpose in the State 
Prison at Charlestown, Massachusetts ; $1,000 at the State Prison 
in Wethersfield, Connecticut ; |'3,400 at the Prisons in the 
State of New York, at Auburn and Sing Sing. Money, thus 
expended, has been refunded to the Society, by the States of 
Massachusetts and Connecticut, and we are not without hope 
that the same will be done in the State of New York. Sev- 
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eral States assumed the responsibility, which this Society had 
voluntarily taken, of supporting chaplains, and incorporated it 
into, their Penitentiary systems ; so that the moral and relig- 
ious instruction in Penitentiaries, in the States above mentioned, 
and in other States, in imitation of their example, is considered 
no less important than the superintendence and medical treat- 
ment. 

Among the means of grace, extensively introduced and con- 
stantly and perseveringly used, is the Sabbath school. When 
De Beaumont and De Tocqueville were in this country, and 
visited the State Prison at Charlestown, on Sabbath morning, 
and saw Judge Hubbard take his seat by his class in the State 
Prison Sabbath school, they lifted up their hands in astonish- 
ment, and said, <^ You can do this thing in America, but we 
cannot do it in France." Probably no one thing has tended 
more to interest the citizens in the welfare of convicts, and 
break down the separating wall between them and human sym- 
pathy, than the Prison Sabbath school. It is a very common 
result also, of this system of instruction, that benevolent effort 
is made for the prisoner, after his discharge, by his Sabbath 
School teacher. It is always apparent, in the neighborhood of 
^ State Prison, how different the feelings of Christians are 
towards prisoners, where there is a Sabbath school and where 
there is not ; so that, even in the location of a State Prison, it 
is not an unimportant consideration whether it will be sur- 
rounded by a population of such intelligence, and humanity, 
and Christian principle, as to furnish suitable teachers for the 
Prison Sabbath school. The difference, in this respect, between 
the old Simsbury Mines, and the Prison at Charlestown, or 
Auburn, is as great as between darkness and light. Great and 
lasting good results to the teachers and the taught, from the 
Prison Sabbath school. The Rev. Mr. Parker, American mission- 
ary and physician in China, when he passed through Boston, on 
his way to China from Auburn, declared, that no part of his 
education was more valuable, in his view, than that which he 
had derived from the Auburn Prison Sabbath school, where he 
had acted as a teacher ; and very many convicts, who were now 
ifeformed men, of good standing in society, and were supjKirt- 
mg themselves and their families by honest industry, traced to 
t!he Prison Sabbath schools the first good impressions, which 
have led to their present positions and their future prospects. 
'J^hese things are especially true of those schools which are 
thught by citizens, but not so true of those which are taught 
by convicts. Where the convicts are teachers, and the citizens 
are not introduced, the same beneficial results cannot be 
expected. 

For the accommodation of the Prison Sabbath schools and 
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the preaching of the gospel, suitable chapels have been con- 
structed. This is especially true in the State Prison in Charles- 
town ; in the House of Correction at South Boston ; in the 
County Prison at Worcester ; in the County Prisons at Ded- 
ham and Northampton ; in the State Prison and County 
Prison in Rhode Island, at Providence, under the same general 
superintendence ; in the State Prison at Wetbersfield, Con- 
necticut ; in the Albany Penitentiary ; in the Prisons at Sing 
Sing, Auburn and Clinton County, New York ; in the Peni- 
tentiaries at Baltimore and Washington ; in fact, wherever 
there is a Prison chaplain and Sabbath school, there is con- 
structed, almost necessarily, a suitable chapel for these pur- 
poses. 

In those County Prisons in the United States, on a small 
scale, where there is an open area around the cells, and broad 
light admitted, through the external wall, and the number of 
prisoners is few, the area in front of the cells is used as a 
place of worship and Sabbath school instruction. This is 
generally true of the County Prisons in Connecticut. It is an 
economical plan, and answers the purpose very well, in regard 
to security, light and convenience. 

In those State Prisons and Penitentiaries where the number 
of prisoners is large, and suitable chapels have been constructed, 
the furniture of these chapels, in its construction and arrange- 
ment, has been deemed important and received special atten- 
tion. It is injurious to have the prisoners crowded on their 
seats. It is important that the officers of the several divisions 
should be provided with elevated seats, at the head of the^e 
divisions, so as to distribute the supervision in all parts of the 
chapel. In no chapel in this country has there been any 
attempt, as in Europe, to provide separate "stalls" for the pris- 
oners. It has not been deemed necessary, where sufficient 
space has been allowed on the seats, where the prisoners have 
all been seated facing the speaker, and where the supervision 
of the officers has been equally distributed throughout the 
chapel, to resort to the unusual and extraordinary measure of 
providing " stalls,^^ in the house of worship, for human 
beings. The " stall " is a wooden box, about two feet square, 
with the sides and back rising above the prisoner's head, when 
he is seated, and the front not quite so high, leaving his face 
exposed to the speaker. The object of this is to cut oflf all 
possible communication among the prisoners ; but it is so unusual 
and unnatural, and, thus far, deemed so unnecessary in this 
country, and the order and decorum, and the profound atten- 
lention, and remarkable propriety of behavior, in the Prison 
chapels of the United States, has been a subject of such 
general remark, as to lead to the conclusion that no such raeas- 
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ure is necessary. For the purposes of a Prison Sabbath school, 
a chapel with stalls would be very inconvenient and unsuitable. 
Very extensively in the United States, in the State Prisons, and 
in many County Prisons and Houses of Correction, a Prison 
chapel, or place of public worship, is incorporated in the struc- 
ture, as much as the separate cell for the night. And the 
difference in the order, propriety, improvement, reformation, 
and good government, consequent upon the exercises of the 
Sabbath and the chapel, in comparison with the state of things 
in 1824, when these important improvements were no( made, 
cannot be told. 

In some prisons, where the chapel is conveniently located, 
there is a daily religious service, and this is deemed so impor- 
tant, where it has been most effectively tried, that it is worthy 
of consideration in the location of the chapel. It is rest to the 
men from the wearisome labors of the day, and has the effect, 
in prison, as well as in the family and in the halls of legisla- 
tion, upon the minds of all, of raising them to God. 

The book of instruction in all these places, in the reform 
prisons, incomparably more important than alt others, is the 
Bible. The effort has been to furnish it in every cell ; the 
Sabbath School teacher is unarmed without it, and the chap- 
lain uses no other text-book. 

Third. Employment and Productive Industry in Prison. — 
This has been the continued aim of this Society from the begin- 
ning. To accomplish this object, work-shops, suitably con- 
structed, with fixtures, well arranged, of convenient access, 
without endangering the security of the prison, have been con- 
structed. A very fine specimen of such shops may be seen in 
the Albany Penitentiary. There, space enough is allowed to 
the prisoner ; the fixtures require that all the prisoners should 
face the supervisors ; the visitors are admitted at the extreme 
end from the supervisor, and see the prisoners at their labor, 
without diverting their attention; the light and air are good 
and sufficient ; the structure is neat in its appearance, internally 
and externally ; and the proceeds of labor are sufficient to sup- 
port the institution, the salary of the Superintendent excepted. 
What is most remarkable, in regard to the proceeds of the pro- 
ductive industry of this institution, is, that the class of prisoners 
are vagrants and drunkards, committed to prison on very short 
sentences, and, notwithstanding this, the shops are so con- 
structed and managed, that even this class of prisoners have 
the appearance of neatness, industry, and cheerfulness. Proba- 
bly no prison, of any description, surpasses this in the character 
of the work-shops ; and the productiveness of its industry re- 
sults as much from the structure and fixtures of the shops, as 
from any other cause. 
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Work-shops, similar to those in the Albany Penitentiary, 
though not generally so perfect, may now be found in a great 
proportion of the Penitentiaries, Houses of Correction, and 
reformed County Prisons, throughout the United States. 

The proceeds of the productive industry, in the Penitentiaries 
alone, have, in some years of late, nearly balanced the expenses 
for officers' ^salaries, food and raiment, medical attendance, 
moral and religious instruction, transportation of prisoners from 
county prisons, and appropriations for discharged convicts. 

Fourth. Imprisonment of Youth and Children. — In the ex- 
amination early made in the Penitentiaries of the United States, 
no one thing was more startling than the condition of youth 
and children in the crowded night-rooms. In the night-rooms 
of the Charlestown State Prison, boys of tender age were found 
in company with old convicts, subject to their abuse. In the 
Simshury Mines, in Connecticut, seventy feet under ground, 
other boys were found, subject to the same dreadful degrada- 
tion. A circular letter was prepared, and extensively and pri- 
vately circulated, exposing in detail this enormous evil, it was 
printed, but not published, and circulated privately, because the 
detail was too horrible to be made public. The subject had 
begun to attract attention in the city of New York ; and the 
germ of an institution designed to meet this difficulty, was 
formed, in a private house, under the care of Joseph Curtis, 
a member of the Society of Friends. This was the first 
effort of the kind known in the United States. This family 
of boys increased in numbers, and is the House of Refuge 
in the city and State of New York. It has now been 
in existence twenty-nine years ; it has received more than 
5,000 boys and girls; it has apprenticed a large proportion of 
them, great numbers of whom have become respectable men 
and women in society. They frequently return to the chapel 
of this institution, on the Sabbath, to acknowledge their rescue, 
at the period of their early delinquency. In imitation of this 
institution, another was formed in Philadelphia; another in 
Boston; others still in Maine, Rhode Island, Connecticut, 
Rochester, N. Y., Baltimore, Md., and, scarcely less important 
than any one, even the original institution, the State .Reform 
School at Westborough, for the foundation and support of 
whijh, the late President of this Society, Hon. Theodore 
Lyman, gave more than ^72,000. The letter, on this subject, 
which was printed and privately circulated, had a great effect 
in giving impulse to it ; and the Second Report of this Society, 
in 1827, page 18, has the following language : " Children have 
been found in some of our prisons, under twelve years of age, 
who have been many months, and, some of them more than a 
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year, ialimately associated with the most profligate and vile of 
the human race. The loathsome skin, the distorted features, 
the unnatural eyes of some of these boys indicate, with a clear- 
ness not to be misapprehended, the existence of unutterable 
abominations, which it were better for the world if they had 
been foreseen and avoided." . . . <' A case has been dis- 
closed, as an illustration of this remark, which would be suffi- 
cient, if there were no other, to excite the sympathy of the 
world ; but, when we remember that hundreds have been, and 
are now, continually exposed to the same treatment, in these 
places of darkness, without the possibility of having their com- 
plaints reach the ears of any, except those who would rather 
put them to death than have their own guilt exposed, it pre- 
sents an argument in favor of Houses of Refuge for juvenile 
delinquents, which we are confident will not be unheeded." 

Such were the circumstances and sufferings of juvenile delin- 
quents in 1827, when the Second Report of this Society was 
published. From that time to this, the subject has received 
special attention in tlie Annual Reports of this Society ; and how 
changed the condition of children and youth ! In the several 
Houses of Refuge, above enumerated, the number of children 
and youth, constantly receiving the benefit of these institutions, 
is about two thousand. The number annually apprenticed is 
about one-third of the whole number; and the number, who 
have done well, after apprenticeship, is about seven-tenths of 
all apprenticed. 

Imprisonment of Lunatics. — In the early history of this 
Society, it was found by an examination made with care, that 
about thirty lunatics were in prison in Massachusetts alone. In 
one prison were found three ; in another, six; in another, five; 
in another, ten. Of the last mentioned, one was in an apart- 
ment where he had been nine years. He had a wreath of rags 
round his body; another round his neck. This was all his 
clothing, and he had no bed, chair, or bench. He was indulg- 
ing some expectations of being soon released from this wretched 
abode. This is' the case of a man named Sibley, in the 
Worcester Jail, since referred to by the lamented Alfred Dwight 
Foster, in one of the Annual Reports of the State Hospital at 
Worcester, as leading to the establishment of that Institution. 
Hon. Levi Lincoln was then Governor of the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts, and the disclosure was made to him in d^ail, 
of the wretched condition of lunatics in jails and houses of 
correction, and his counsel sought in regard to what could be 
done for their relief; whether they could be sent to the Mc- 
Lean Asylum ? He answered that " they could not, but that 
other provision should be made." With his usual promptitude 
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and activity, he put in train a system of measores, which 
resulted in the establishment of the State Asylum at Worcester ; 
and the man Sibley, above referred to, was one of the first 
occupants. A statement, in detail, which was made the basis 
of the representation to Gov. Lincoln, maybe foand on the 
18th, 19th and 20th pages of the Second Report of the Prisoii 
Discipline Society, in the year 1827. The facts concern- 
ing the old House of Correction at Ipswich, the most fright- 
ful den of lunatics in the Commonwealth, were gathered in 
a violent storm, of a cold winter's day, by the agent of this 
Society, who was conducted to the place by a venerable citizen, 
who, after the labors of the day, when the examination had 
ceased, said that "be did not know there was such a place on 
the face of the earth." That was a most profitable day's labor. 
The particulars obtained on that day, together with other and 
similar facts concerning the state of things in regard to poor 
lunatics in Massachusetts, have been published and republished, 
in different States, in legislative documents, for the purpose of 
arousing attention to the condition of lunatics in prison. And 
what has been the result ? The State Lunatic Hospital at 
Worcester ; the State Lunatic Hospital in Maine ; the State 
Lunatic Hospital in Concord, N. H. ; the Asylum at Brattle- 
borough, Vermont ; the State Lunatic Hospital at Utica, New 
York; the State Lunatic Hospital in New Jersey; the State 
Lunatic Hospital in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania ; the State Lu- 
natic Hospital in Columbus^ Ohio; the Butler Hospital in Rhode 
Island; the second State Lunatic Hospital in Taunton, Massa- 
chusetts ; the Boston Lunatic Hospital at South Boston. 
Other States have followed, and are following, the example of 
the first State Lunatic Hospital at Worcester, all aiming to afford 
relief to poor lunatics in prison, and others in circumstances of 
destitution, that adequate and speedy relief may be furnished 
to this suffering and afflicted class of the human family. 

Conwion School Instruction in Prison — This is on the 
principle that the school-master, who is abroad in the land, 
should be also in the Prison ; that the rudiments of knowledge 
should be everywhere substituted for ignorance ; that every 
man, woman and child should be able to read, write and cypher. 
In all Prisons, from the Houses of Refuge for juvenile delin- 
quents to the State Prisons and Penitentiaries, including Com- 
mon Jails and Houses of Correction, the school-master should 
be found ; provision to this effect should be incorporated in 
the laws of the land ; that some form of evening school or 
separate instruction at the door of the cell, or Sabbath school 
instruction, if no more, in the rudiments of knowledge, should 
make it probable that prisoners, on their discharge, should know 
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how to read and write. Pennsylvania, in its prisons for 
separate confinement, has given a noble example in this par- 
ticular. It is there incorporated in the laws. New Jersey 
has done the same in practice, if not in law. In the great 
State of New York, the system of common school instruc* 
tion was incorporated into the Penitentiary system, and intro- 
duced into the several State Prisons by the law of 1847. 
In the Houses of Refuge for juvenile delinquents, wherever 
established^ in Boston, New York and Philadelphia ,* in Maine, 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Connecticut ; in Western 
New York, Baltimore and Ohio, they have had their hours of 
common school instruction, every week day, as much as their 
hours for taking food, recreation, labor or sleep. The school 
rooms of these houses are beautiful objects. Their construc- 
tion, fixtures and furniture are very good ; aud the application 
of the juvenile delinquents, in the school-rooms, during the 
hours appropriated to this instruction, although the pupils have 
been the children of ignorance, and have lived with their edu- 
cation neglected, is equal, and often superior, to that of the well 
regulated district school. Their progress in reading, writing 
and arithmetic will bear an honorable examination. Even in 
some of the Common Jails and Houses of Correction in New 
England, common school instruction in the evening has been 
introduced ; and one keeper, at least, had the wisdom to per- 
ceive that it was easier to preserve order in the Prison, by the 
expedient of an evening school, than to enforce the law of 
silence to prevent evil communication, under the " do nothing " 
system. In many Prisons, where the convicts are in separate 
cells, and the hours of labor do not extend to the evening, so 
strong a light has been thrown upon the cell doors, through the 
entire corridors, as to give the prisoners, who had not the advan- 
tage of an evening school, the opportunity to spell out their 
lessons in the rudiments of knowledge, at their cell doors ; 
being furnished with a few moments of instruction by teachers, 
as they pass from cell to cell. Instances have repeatedly been 
known, in the early stages of this system of instruction, before 
the school teachers were introduced into Prisons, where adult 
convicts, who did not know their letters, learned to read in the 
Bible, without any other book of instruction, with the assist- 
ance of the resident chaplain, in six weeks. So general and 
extensive has been this system of common school instruction, 
in Prisons of all classes, that the importance of the principle is 
now well established, and many of the published aniuial reports 
contain statistics to show how many, who could not read when 
they entered the Prison, have learned to read and write. These 
statistics exhibit delightful evidence of progress in knowledge 
among the prisoners. The result, on the whole, is, that this 
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department of Prison Discipline is well introduced and estab- 
lished, and has done great good. Much has been done, but 
much still remains to be done. 

Effort for Discharged Convicts. — In various forms, during 
the whole period of this Society's existence, the discharged 
convict has excited its sympathy and called forth its efforts. 
One form, in which much has been done systematically, and 
with well-directed skill, in the Penitentiaries throughout the 
United States, is by laws authorizing the government of the 
Prison to appropriate a small sum of money and a suit of new 
clothes, from the prison funds, to a convict on his discharge. 
In practice, this sum varies, according to the past behavior of 
the convict, the distance he has to travel to reach his home, (if 
he has a home,) or his well ascertained wants, in other respects. 
The reports of the Penitentiaries, generally, show in the 
account of disbursements, how much money has been thus 
expended ; and the aggregate amount of payments to discharged 
convicts, in the Penitentiaries of the United States, has ex- 
ceeded $5,000 a year ; which is equal to the interest of a fund 
for their benefit of $80,000. In this form of appropriation, 
much has been done with discretion and practical wisdom. We 
have deemed this much wiser and better than the system of 
^^over stint" as it has been called; that is, the system of 
allowing a convict to accumulate money, on his own account, by 
extraordinary labor after his daily task is done, which is intend- 
ed to be kept for him, and paid to him in gross amount on his 
discharge. The objections to this system were stated in the 
first Report of this Society, page 31. 

'<It induces the prisoners to practice deception, in relation to 
the work which they are able to perform, before their task is 
assigned. Accordingly, prisoners who honestly do what they 
are able to do, before they know what their task will be, are a 
by-word among their fellow prisoners. After their task is 
assigned, it induces them to slight their work, that they may 
redeem time for themselves. It is a fruitful source of complaint 
against the officers, because they have not assigned the task on 
equitable principles, or have not had sufficient regard to the 
circumstances of the case. It is a laborious business to open 
accounts with so many laborers ; to ascertain every day, when 
the task is done, atid how much credit is due to each prisoner 
for the labor performed after he has done his task. It requires 
the utmost vigilance to prevent deception. There are various 
modes of cheating, in relation to their tasks. It is productive of 
great insubordination ; for if a prisoner chooses to lounge, or 
play, after he has done his task, how can it be prevented ? The 
time is his own. He has done all which is required of him. 
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He is master of himself the remainder of the day. It is a 
fruitful source of corruption ; for three thousand dollars a yeeu-, 
in a single Penitentiary, distributed among the prisoners, can 
purchase many indulgences, and bribe those who have access 
to prisoners, to do many unlawful acts. If a few packs of 
cards, or a little rum, or a few bills to be altered, and the 
materials to alter them are wanted, money will purchase these 
things. 

<* Should it be said, this money is not paid to the prisoners ; 
it is paid, to their order, for the use of their families, and the 
prisoners do not receive it, — How then is the fact to be ex- 
plained, that individuals among the prisoners have some sixty, 
some one hundred, and some two or three hundred dollars ; 
so much money that a brisk trade is carried on among them, 
and gambling for a considerable amount is not ucfcommon ? 
Some of these things are familiarly known to some of the ofS- 
cers, and are spoken of not with that surprise, which many 
citizens will feel, at the bare suggestion ; but as a thing which 
cannot be prevented, nor the manner in which it is effected, 
satisfactorily explained. 

'< A director of a Penitentiary, which has stood high among 
its sister institutions, mentioned that several dollars had just 
been taken from one of the convicts, but it was only a drop to 
the ocean in comparison with what he had in his possession. 
With this testimony, in relation to this convict, there is unde- 
signed coincidence of testimony, proving the same thing from 
many witnesses. 

'^That a considerable part of this money came into the 
Prison indirectly, as the reward of labor performed by the 
prisoners, after their tasks were done, is evident from the fact 
that in those Penitentiaries where there is no over stint, there 
is little or no complaint of the mischiefs resulting from the use 
of money in the Prison. Hence the question arises, whether 
the over stint is necessary ; for if some Penitentiaries are con- 
ducted successfully without it, others may be. And of this 
fact there can be no question. The obedience, industry, subor- 
dination, and profit of those institutions where over stint is not 
allowed, are extremely satisfactory. It is an important question, 
therefore, whether this regulation does not defeat its own object. 
It was intended for good ; is it not productive of evil ? The 
former superintendent of the Prison at Auburn, Capt. Lynds, 
whose skill in Prison Discipline is great, does not introduce it, 
nor admit its necessity." 

In our opinion, after thirty years experience and observation, 
the views here expressed from the First Report of the Prison 
Discipline Society, are correct ; and we do not wish to extend 
or curtail them. The subject is often introduced, in reports and 
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legislative documents, as a new, important and untried experi- 
ment ; and many think, when the subject is first proposed to 
them, that it is a practicable and feasible plan. We have often 
referred them to the views, contained in the first Report of our 
Society, as embodying, in a brief space, the objections which 
have been found injurious in practice. The system of over- 
stint has again been introduced into some of those Prisons, 
where it had been abandoned, and become, a second time, 
fruitful in mischief. It has been so thoroughly tried, and 
repeatedly exploded, th^at we consider the views here expressed, 
as a manual, which may be preserved and used as a guide, and 
save much time and much inconvenience and injury in the 
conducting of the Penitentiary system. 

. Matrons in Prisons. — When this Society was formed, 
thirty years ago, it is not known that there was more than one 
matron in all the Prisons in the United States. This was Mrs. 
Rachel Perigu, in the Baltimore Penitentiary. This lady 
entered the Baltimore Penitentiary in Februjiry, 1822, and took 
charge of about 60 female convicts. There had been previ- 
ously some vile abuses practiced among them ; and, as the 
directors state, this apartment was wretchedly managed. Rec- 
ords show a material difference in the annual expense, conse- 
quent upon her services. The records also show, in regard to 
improvement in health, that the matron has prevented, in three 
years, more than seventeen years sickness. They were not 
only saved from sickness, but made profitable to the Stale j 
they were also taught to read ; they were encouraged in the 
discharge of religious duties ; many were reformed, and recom- 
mitments became unusually small. These surprising and 
delightful results were consequent upon the care and skill of 
the matron. The inference was, that nothing is of more 
importance among females in Prison than a matron. Accord- 
ingly, after the example of the Baltimore Penitentiary, matrons 
began to be introduced where there was any considerable num- 
ber of females in Penitentiaries, and the matron in Prison, in 
the care of females, is now generally required, both by law and 
custom. 

This Society has also paid particular attention to the colored 
population in Prison, and to the modes of punishment and sys- 
tem of government adopted in Prisons. 

A Visit to Westborongh. 

Friday, May 12, 1854, I visited the State Reform School for 
boys at Westborough. As I approached the Institution from 
the depot, the silver lake, the deep green of the hill-side on its 
southern slope, the garden iu front of the Institution, with 

4 
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thirty boys employed in it, and the bright sun-light, after weeks 
of backward spring, presented an object of extreme beauty. 

Fastening my horse under the shed, conveniently located for 
the visitor, I proceeded to the office on the south-east corner of 
the new building, where Mr. Talcott, the superintendent, Mr. 
Hutchinson and Mr. Spear, the clerk and assistant, and Mr. 
Ayres, the steward, were present, engaged in their appropriate 
duties. The office is a sunny room^ elevated about four feet 
from the ground, overlooking a fine landscape of the surround- 
ing country, and the lake at the foot of the hill. 

Opposite the office, on the west, is the reception-room for 
visitors, neatly furnished and appropriate to its object. The 
office has one peculiarity, in its arrangement, of marked conven- 
ience. On the north side, about four feet in depth, from north 
to south, and the whole width of the room from east to west, is 
a closet and library room, separated from the office by a parti- 
tion, entered through a door in the centre, so that a person can 
enter the apartment and have space and light sufficient to pro- 
ceed from end to end, and have convenient access to any book 
or paper upon the shelves and alcoves, without opening other 
doors. 

From the office we proceeded to the large dormitory in the 
new building, which has accommodations for one hundred and 
ninety-one boys, with bed and bedding. One hundred and 
twenty-eight of these are in separate rooms, and sixty-three in 
the common dormitory, which is a wide open space between 
the rooms, and the external wall on the east, open from the 
floor to the ceiling in front of three tiers of small sleeping rooms, 
having ten large and lofty windows to admit the morning sun- 
light. As we entered this room, the morning sun was casting 
its bright beams through the numerous windows, giving a 
cheerful aspect to the whole. 

Seven boys, under a supervisor, at this early hour in the 
morning had nearly finished putting this large sleeping room in 
order. The sheets, pillow cases, and white coverlids were neat 
and clean. From the large dormitory room in the south-east 
corner of the new building, we proceeded to what is called the 
east lodge, in the northern extremity of the east wing, where 
were twenty-four separate rooms for punishment, or correction 
of misdemeanor. These are arranged in three stories, eight 
rooms on a' floor, and sufficiently large and retired to exclude 
as many boys from their companions as are likely, at any one 
time, to need punishment. On this occasion, instead of finding 
twenty-four boys there, we found but one. A very small pro- 
portion of the whole number of these rooms is used at any one 
time. It seemed quite remarkable, that out of the whole num- 
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ber of boys in the Institution, four hundred and forty-seven, 
there should be but one requiring punishment. 

We next visited the shoe-shop, where sixty-five boys were 
industriously employed, making shoes. All was order, good 
conduct, and diligence throughout the shop. Two men only, 
one employed by the Institution, and one by the contractor, 
had charge of this shop. The contract price of labor for these 
boys, after three months, is fifteen cents per day. It is to be 
sixteen cents per day, after the first of June, for five years. 
The boys, therefore, of this shop, sixty-five in number, at the 
present price, earn $2,925 annually. 

The second shoe-shop, on the same floor as the first, separated 
from it only by a partition, is similar, and has about the same 
number of boys. These rooms are each about 75 feet by 42, 
and are intended to accommodate about one hundred and sixty 
boys, which is the number at present contracted for. Six hours a 
day, only, are devoted to labor in these shops; four hours being 
reserved for common school instruction. Seeing these boys, so 
recently removed from haunts of vice, employed at this early 
hour in the morning, with so much quietness, so little compul- 
sion, and so soon, on the same day, to be in school, made a 
strong impression upon niy mind of the vast importance of this 
Institution. 

The mode of heating these roonis is by radiating stoves. Con- 
cerning these the superintendent made a statement, founded on 
actual experiment during the last winter, strongly in favor of 
heating by steam. Certain portions of the Institution are heated 
by steam, and other portions by furnaces and stoves ; a large 
portion being heated by steam from the waste heat of a boiler 
in the wash-room, of twelve-horse power. Besides doing the 
work of the kitchen, this boiler heats a large dormitory, two 
school-rooms and various other departments. The superinten- 
dent derives the following proportion from his experiment, 
which he says was performed with great care and accuracy. 
With less than one-third more coal, he did eight times the work 
which was done with furnaces and stoves. Besides this, there 
is a greater convenience in distributing the heat by steam, and 
a greater economy of labor and cleanliness in kindling the fires, 
and distributing the coal. His opinion on the subject is very 
strong and decided, and appears to have been founded in an 
experiment performed with care and accuracy. 

From the shoe-shop we proceeded to the sewing room, where 
a hundred boys were occupied, under the care of three females, 
in cutting, making and mending all the clothing and bedding 
of the Institution. One boy, sixteen years old, was cutting 
the garments. This room, like the others just passed through, 
was a beautiful specimen of productive industry and economy. 
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These three large work-rooms, accommodating nearly three 
hundred boys, are of similar form and dimensions. They are 
in the second story of the north building, extending in one line, 
and on one level floor, a distance of nearly thee hundred feet, from 
east to west, and lighted by numerous large windows, through- 
out the whole length on the north and south. They are lofty 
rooms, beautifully lighted, and in summer, at least, thoroughly 
aired. The construction is perfectly simple, the access and 
supervision easy, and the control over the boys, in consequence 
of the construction, is complete and constant. No man can go 
through these three shops, and see two hundred and fifty boys, 
industriously employed, at an early hour of the morning, and 
know that they are to be thus employed, six hours in the day, 
every working day in the year; and that four hours in the day 
are to be reserved for school, and then remember who the boys 
were, and where they came from, without learning a lesson of 
instruction, concerning the value of productive industry, which 
few other places can so forcibly teach. 

I was much pleased, in passing through these shops with 
the superintendent, to notice the kind and affectionate manner 
in which he spoke to the boys, his tones of voice being paternal 
and kind, even in reproof or correction, and doing all in a 
manner to indicate that the improvement and reformation con- 
sequent upon such proceedings, was a matter of course ; no 
scolding, harshness, or severity of manner being once thought 
of; much less the stocks, the solitary cells, the cow-hide, or 
even the rattan. If these things were there at all, they were 
out of view, nothing of this kind appearing in the visit. There 
was a general air of cheerfulness throughout the rooms, the 
boys appearing as happy at their work as at their play. 

The seats of these shops consist of chairs for tailors, and 
benches for shoe-makers, placed about four feet apart, and 
arranged so as to place the boys all facing the west, and the 
supervisors' stations were at the western extremities of the sev- 
eral rooms. The chairs and benches were not fastened to the 
floors, and the reason given for it was that little or no disturb- 
ance arose from their being unfastened, while it was more con- 
venient for sweeping and cleaning the rooms, that they should 
be movable. 

In each of these shops was a barber, who was one of the 
large boys, whose entire time was occupied in cutting the 
hair, combing and cleansing the head, and keeping it in a 
healthy condition. With this mode of proceeding, the end in 
view is sure to be gained in a few weeks. The necessity and 
importance of this arrangement can be known only to those who 
have witnessed the evils consequent upon the neglect of it. 
. From the work-shops we proceeded to the school-rooms. 
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These are located in the second story, in the hne of building 
extending from north to south, being the west side of the hol- 
low square of the Institution. These rooms are well fitted up 
with black-boards, and Boston desks and chairs, each designed 
for one boy. In charge of these school-rooms we found two 
boys, whose duty it was to keep them in perfect order. The 
superintendent found, in his careful observation, defects and 
dust, to which he called their attention, in his usual kind way, 
which were defects so slight that a less careful observer would 
not have noticed them at all. The principal fault in these 
school-rooms is, that they are not sufficiently lofty ; it would be 
better if they were twice as high. 

We next visited the kitchen, where we found twenty-eight 
boys, generally the largest and strongest boys in the house ; and 
if any boys are obstinate or ill behaved, they are sent to the 
kitchen and wash-room. Some of these boys are fully grown, 
and, what is most remarkable is, that they are all under the 
supervision and control of one slight female. She has been at 
the head of this department for more than two years. She has 
never had a hand raised against her, except in a single instance, 
by any one of the boys under her care. When we entered the 
room, this long line of stout boys, so recently found among 
juvenile delinquents in large cities, and who had recently been 
arrested by the police and committed by the courts to the State 
Reform School, were now most industriously employed, with- 
out any apparent disposition to rebel, and no present human 
power, concerned in the immediate government of the apart- 
ment, but that of one slight woman. She appeared to have no 
fear, and no considerable difficulty, in the control and gov- 
ernment of the department. The only thing which might be 
considered an exception to this general remark, was a tall boy, 
about seventeen years of age, standing in the corner of the 
room, with his face to the wall. The superintendent called 
him to us and asked him what it was for. He said << he did 
not know." The superintendent told him to go back and " stay 
till he did know," thus sustaining the authority of the matron. 

We next entered the large dormitory, and, from the south 
windows, looked out upon the beautiful garden in front of the 
Institution, where we saw about thirty-six large boys at work 
upon the land, without any inclosure or wall to prevent escape, 
under careful supervision, as quietly and industriously as any 
other boys at work in a garden. In the large dormitory the 
superintendent called my attention to two steam pipes, passing 
round the room, about four inches in diameter, placed in the 
corner near the floor, by which they have been enabled, in the 
coldest weather of the winter, to let on the steam from the 
kitchen beneath, and very speedily warm this large dormitory 
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to sixty-five degrees of Farenheit. He now expressed an opin- 
ion, that a boiler of fifty-horse power, instead of the boiler of 
twelve-horse power, now used, would warm the whole Institu- 
tion. 

We next proceeded, through the school-rooms of the new 
building, which are very fine, and where the defect of the 
school-rooms already mentioned is thoroughly remedied, to the 
hospital. Here we found but one boy, who was sick with con- 
sumption. Except in this single case, there was very little sick- 
ness. The kind and attentive physician was on the spot. He 
had come up, with his chaise, and oflfered to give this boy a 
ride. He was speedily carried down by two of the male attend- 
ants, in a large elbow chair, and placed in the chaise, with the 
needful assistance, and was driven over the grounds of the Insti- 
tution. 

From the hospital we returned to the reception room, where 
I saw the chaplain, who officiates on the Sabbath, in two public 
religious services, in the chapel and in the Sabbath school. He 
also has daily religious services, morning and evening, in the 
school-rooms. The great peculiarity in this Sabbath school, in 
regard to its instructions, is the amount of Scripture committed 
to memory. The chaplain has been in this service about four 
years, and has had a vacation only of a few weeks. Here we 
took leave of the State Reform School, with stronger convic- 
tions than ever of its value and importance, and the great good 
that is flowing to the whole country from Farm Schools, State 
Reform Schools, and Houses of Refuge for juvenile delin- 
quents. *#***# 
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RICHARD GIRDLER. 

CHARLES H. MILLS, Trbasubeb. 
LOUIS DWIGHT, Sborbtabt' 
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LIFE DISBCTOB8, 
BT THB FATMENT OF ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS AND VFWABDS. 



Albany, N, Y, 
*yan Kensselaer, Stephen 

Boston, 
*Appletoii, Samuel 
*Ajmstrong, Samuel T. 
•Bussey, Benjamin 
^Chamberlain, Richard 
•Cobb, Nathaniel R. 
•Coolidge, Joseph 
*Dwight, Edmund 
Edmands, J. W. 
Eliot, Samuel A. 
Gray, Francis C. 
Oreenleaf, Jonathan 
•Homes, Henry 
•Hubbard, Samuel 
Jackson, Charles 
Jackson, James 
•Jackson, Patrick T. 
Kirk, Edward N. 
La\nrence, Abbott 
•Lawrence, Amos 



Lawrence, Amos A. 
♦Lawrence, William 
Lawrence, Samuel 
Lowell, Charles 
♦Lowell, John 
♦Lyman, Theodore, Jr. 
♦Munson, Israel 
♦Parkman, Francis 
Phillips Jonathan 
♦Phillips, William 
♦Prescott, William 
Shattuck, George C. 
*Shaw, Robert G. 
Tappan, John 
Ticknor, George 
♦Tuckerman, Edward 
♦Ward, Artemas 
Wells, Charles 
♦White, Stephen 
Willis, Nathaniel 

Dedhum, Mom, 
Burgess, Ebenezer 



Geneva, N. Y, 
Dwight, Henry 

Netpark, N. J, 
Eddy, Ansel D. 

Norvnch, Conn* 
Greene, William P. 

Peterboro% N. F. 
♦Smith, Peter 

Portsmouth, N. H. 
Coues, S. E. 

Rochester, N. Y, 
♦Bissell, Josiah 

Salem, Mass. 
♦Peabody, Joseph 

Worcester, Mass, 
Abbott, J. S. C. 
♦Foster, Alfred Dwight 
Salisbuiy, Stephen 
Sweetser, Seth, by 3 Sisters 
♦Waldo, Daniel 
♦Waldo, Sarah 



LIFE MBMBEB8, 
BT THB PAYMENT OF THIRTY DOLLARS AND T7FWARD8. 



Albany, N. Y, 
Delayan, Edward C. 
•Hopkins^ Samuel M. 
Mclntire, Archibald 
Norton, John C. 
Pilsbury, Amos 
Pilsbury, Louis Dwight 

AndovfiT, Mois. 
•Cornelius, EUas 
♦Edwards, Justin 
♦Porter, Ebenezer 
♦Woods, Leonard 

Auburn, N. Y, 
Lewis, Levi, by Officers of 

the Prison 
Seymour, James S. 
Smith, B. C, by Officers of 

the Prison. 

BaitifMre, Md. 
Backus, John A. 
•McKim, W. D. 

Bath, N. H. 
Sutherland, David, by Ira 
Goodale 

Bedford, N. Y. 
•Jay, John 
Jay, William 

Beverly. 
Oliphant, David 

Boston, 
Adams, Nehemiah 
•Amory, John 
Beecher, Edward 
•Blake, George 
•Bowdoin, James 
•Brimmer, Martin 
•Brooks, Peter C. 
Brooks, Peter C, Jr. 



Brooks, Gorham 
Chadwick, Ebenezer 
Chilson, Gardner 
♦Clapp, Joshua 
♦Cobb, Richard 
♦Codman, Catharine 
Codman, Elizabeth 
♦Codman, Charlea R. 
♦Codman, Henry 
♦Dorr, Samuel 
Eastburn, Manton 
♦Ecklev, David 
Edwards, Henry 
♦EUot, William H. 
Emmons, N. H. 
Eveleth, Joseph 
Forbush, Jonathan 
Frothingham, N. L. 
Gray, Horace 
Gray, Jolm C. 
♦Green, Samuel 
♦Greene, Gardiner 
♦Greenwood, F. W. P. 
Hill, Henrv 
♦Homer, George J. 
Jones, Anna P. 
♦Jones, John Coffin 
Lawrence, Abbott 
Lawrence, Samuel 
♦Lawrence, William 
Lawrence, Wm. R. 
♦Lyman, Theodore 
♦Lyman, Theodore, Jr. 
Marvin, T. R. 
♦McLean, Ann 
Mills, Charles H. 
Munroe, Edmund 
Newhall, Cheever 
♦Otis, Harrison Gh*ay 
•Parker, Daniel P. 



Parker, Ebenezer 
♦Parker, John 
♦Parkman, Francis 
Potter, Alonzo 
Quincy, Josiah 
Rand, Asa 
♦Randall, John 
♦Riuit^ul, Robert' 
Reed, Benjamin T. 
Rice, Henry 
Ropes, William 
Sanord, Daniel 
Sears, David 
Shaw, G. Howland 
Stoddard, Charles 
Stone, William W. 
♦Thomdike, Israel 
♦Vose, Thomas 
*Wales, Thomas B. 
Warren, John C. 
Waterbury, J. B. 
Wigglesworth, Thomas 
♦mlliams, John D. 
♦Winthrop, Thomas L. 
♦Wisner, Benjamin B. 
Worthington, William 

Brooklyn, N, Y, 
Carrol, D. L. 

Cambridge, Mass, 
Donnison, C. L. 
♦Farwell, Levi 
•Greenleaf, Simon 
Holland, Frederic West 
Worcester, J. E. 

CanandaimM, N, Y, 
Eddy, Ansel 1). 

CatsktU, N. Y. 
Cooke, Thomas B. 
♦Day, Orrin 
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Brooklyn^ N. F. 
Lansing, D. C. 

Charleston, S. C, 
Corning, Jasper 

CharUttovon, Mats. 
Curtis, Jared 
Walker, WiUiarn J., Jr. 

Citicitmati, Ohio. 
Beecher, Lyman 

Coxackie, N. Y. 
*yan Dyck, Abraham 

Danvers, Mass. 
Braman, Milton P. 
♦Cowlea, George 
*Oakes, Caleb 

Dorchester, Mass, 
*Codman, John 

Douglass Farm^ L. I. 

Douglass, Geo., by the hand 
of Mrs. Joanna Bethune 

Edinburah, Scotland. 
Dunlop, Jonn 

Fairjield, Conn, 
•Sherman, Roger M. 

Geneva, N. Y. 
♦Axtell, Henry 

Gloucester, Mass. 
•Jewett, David, by a Lady 

GixOon, Mass. 
•Phelps, Dudley 

Hampton, N. "B- 
Siuils, Huawell 

Hartford, Conn. 
Hawes, Joel 
Spring, Samuel 

Haverhill, Mass. 
Keeley, George 

Ipswich, Mass. 
Kimball, David 

Jamaica, L, I. , 
•Crane, Elias W. 

Marblehead, Mass. 
♦Hooper, Nathaniel 
♦Reed, William 

Maryland. 

Mclntire, James, by a 

Friend in Newburyport 

Middletottm, Conn. 
Crane, John B. 

Milton, Mass. 
•Tucker, Nathaniel 

Mobile, Alabama. 
Hamilton, W. T. 

Newbury^ Mass. 
Wright, Henry C. 

Newburyport, Mass. 
*Bani8ter, Wm. B. 
♦Bartlett, William 
•Brown, Moses 



Dimmick, Lather F. 

♦Dimmick, Mrs. Luther F. 

Proudfit, John 

By a donation in books from 
Charles Whipple, to con- 
stitute the following per- 
sons Life Members : 

Davis, Mary A. 

♦Oreenleaf, Mary 

Greenleaf, Mwr C. 

Hodge, Maxv D. 

Thompson, Sarah 

New Haven, Conn, 

Bacon, Leonard 
Brewster, James 
Fitch, Eleazer T. 
Robinson, Charles, by his 

Sister Elisabeth 
Salisbury, Abby 
Salisbury, Edward 
Woolsey, Theodore D. 

New York City. 
Adams, William 
♦Allen, Stephen 
♦Astor, John Jacob 
♦Averill, Heman 
Bethune, G. W. 
Boorman, J. 
Brewster, Joseph 
Broadhead, Dr. 
♦Chambers, William 
Cheever, George B. 
Cox, Samuel H. 
Crosby, W. B. 
♦Falconer. Archibald 
Hedges, Timothy 
How, Fisher 

Johnson, William Samuel 
♦Lenox, Robert 
Mason, Cyrus W. 
♦Mathews, John M. 
McAuley, Thomas 
♦Milnor, James 
Patton, William 
Perrit, Pelatiah 
♦Post, Joel 
♦Proudfit, Alexander 
Phillips, W. W. , 
Rowland, Henry A. 
♦Rutgers, Henry 
Schroeder, J. F. 
Shatzel, Jacob 
Skinner, Thomas H. 
Spring, Gardiner 
Starr, Philemon R. 
♦Stephens, J. C. 
Tappan, Arthur 
♦Varick, Richard 
♦Ward, Samuel 
♦Woolsey, WUliam W. 

Peterboro*,N. Y. 
Smith, Gerrit 

Philadelphia, Penn. 
Allen, Solomon 
♦Carey, Matthew 
Elmes, Thomas 
♦Ely, Ezra Stiles 



•Henry, Alexander 
•Livingston, Gilbert B. 

Pittsfield, Mass, 
Newton, Edward A. 

Plymouth, Mass, 
Robbins, Josiah 

Portland, Me, 
Dwight, William T. 

Portsmouth, N. H, 

Cones, Lucy Louisa 
Goodwin, Ichabod 
Peabody, Andrew P., by Lap 

dies of his Society 
♦Treadwell, Mrs. Ann 

Pouffhkeepsie, N. T, 
Cuyler, Cornelius 

Providence, R, L 

♦Ives, Thomas P. 
Wayland, Francis 
Cleveland, J. P. 

lUthway, N. J. 
Squier, Job 

Salem, Mass, 

Emerson, Brown 
Phillips, Stephen C. 
Williams, William 
Worcester, Zervia F. 

Schenectady y N. Y, 
♦Smith, Peter 

Springfidd, Mass, 
Osgoud, Samuel 

Springfield, N. Y, 
Barrett, derrish 

Thomc^ton, Ms. 
♦Rose, Daniel 

Utica, N. Y, 

Stocking, Samuel 
♦Varick, Abraham 

Watertown, Mass, 
Cushing, John P. 

West Haverhill, Mass. 
Cross, Abijah 

WethersJUld, Conn, 
Tucker, Mark 

WiUiamstown, Mass, 
♦Griffin, Edward D. 

Windsor, Conn, 

Hooker, Edward W. 
Tyler, Bennett 

Worcester, Mass, 

♦Foster, Alfred Dwight . 
♦Lincoln, John W. 
Salisbury, Stephen 
♦Waldo, Daniel 
♦Waldo, E. & R. 
•Waldo, Sarah 
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REV. LOUIS DWIGHT 



These Reports, for the years 1853 and 1854, the last traced by the 
diligent and accurate pen of their author, were both of them in man- 
uscript, and only in a state of very imperfect preparation, when the 
Society was called to suffer an irreparable loss in the death of their 
Secretary. To the long list of illustrious dead, the friends and helpers 
of our cause for so many years, whose names his hand had chronicled 
on one of these pages, his own is now to be added. Having wrought 
with such a goodly fellowship on earth, he has gone to be with them 
in their reward ; and his memory passes with theirs into the keeping 
not alone of personal friends and kindred, but of many a lowly circle 
blessed by his philanthropic efforts, and an appreciative Christian 
public. 

We do not speak hastily, nor in customary formulas of panegyric, 
when we express our conviction that Mr. D wight must be regarded as 
one of the noblest, purest, and most devoted of modern philanthro- 
pists. The sphere of his toils may seem to have fallen indeed within 
the shadows of obscurity. The scenes of his activities and successes 
have for the most part been hidden behind granite walls and within 
dungeon gloom. Those for whom he expended so lavishly his sympa- 
thies and energies have been unknown, or, if otherwise, notorious 
only as unfortunate or criminal. And yet this work has taken a 
deep and sure hold of some of the most sacred interests of society 
and of humanity, and its memorials, we are persuaded, will come to 
attract more and more of public regard and public gratitude. 

It was a singular and happy providence that the Secretary should 
have been moved in this Report to give to the world this elaborate and 
interesting review of the Prison Discipline enterprise for the past 
thirty years. Taken in connection with the event so soon following, 
there might almost seem to have been a premonition in the impulse to 
which he yielded, of writing out what is really so fitting a biography 
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